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This invention relates to a method and means

for magnetic recording, and more particularly
to a magnetic recording technique in which a
very low permeability magnetic record medium
is used, but which has relatively high coercive
force. :

It has been observed that magnetic records
made in the conventional manner using record
members, such as wire or tape, which have rela-
tively high permeability as well as coercive force,
suffer from a lack of constancy of the wire con-
tact with the head. The relation of the record
medium with respect to the recording slot and
gap is critical. An imperfect contact by the

record medium with the head causes noise, ir- .

regularities, and loss of high frequency respounse.

This difficulty in magnetic recording has been
realized in the past and various means have
been atempted in order to minimize this fault.
These attempts to minimize the fault in the past
have. been greatly limited due to the fact that
they either introduced greater precision with in-
creased cost, complexity and difficulty of keep~
ing in adjustment, or were made at g sacrifice of
easy threading or knot by-passing :features.

It should be noted that the common belief
in the past has been that a record medium hav-
ing high permeability is desirable for magnetic
recording purposes, since the more permeable
materials would absorb and guide the magnetic
lines of force more readily, confining them in the
record medium.

One of the principal features and objects of
the present invention is to provide a new record-
ing technigue which greatly reduces the imper-
fections of the past which were causd by varia-
tions of the contact spacing of the record mem-
ker with the magnetic head..

More particularly, it is an object of the pres-’

ent invention to provide a novel method -and
means for magnetic recording which includes
the use of low permeability magnetic record
membhers.

It is a further object of the present inven-
tion to provide a novel method and means for
magnetic recording wherein ‘a magnetic record
member is used having a residual permeability
of less tha,n 50-and a coercive force of more than
100.

Another ohject of the present invention is
to provide @ novel magnetic record member hav-
ing a permeability less than 50 and formed of
an austenitic stainless steel.

Another and still further object of the present
invention is to provide .a hovel magnetic record
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member having a permeabmty of appr ommately

‘12 and a coercive force of more than 1900.

© The novel features which I'believe to.be char- -
acteristic of my invention are set forth with par-
ticularity in the appended claims. My inven-
tion, itself, however, both as to its manner: of
construction and methed of operation,; together
with further objects and advantages thereof,
may best be understoed by reference to the fol-
lowing description taken in connection with the
accompanying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic sketcl of the pole
tips of a magnetic recorder head showing the
field distribution around the head, and cne of
the pole tips being in vertical section;

Figure 2 is g sectional view of one of the pole
tips of the recorder head shown in'Figure 1 and
taken along the line II—II of Figure 1;

‘Figure 3 is a diagrammatic sketch of the rela-
t1ve flux density in the wire passageway;

- Figure. 4.is a vertical sectional ‘view -of the

-pole tips shown in Figure 1 with a wire disposed

" inthe’slot. and crossing the non-magnetic gap,

40

>
ot

50

as well as showing the field -distribution when

the wire in the slot is of h1gh permeablhty ma~

terial; ) :

- Pigure 5 is a sketch 51m11ar to Figure 3 but )
showing the relative flux density in the wire as
it lies in the slot;

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 4 bu‘r show- -
ing-the field distribution when the wire is of low
rermeability material; :

Figure 7 is. g view similar to Flgures 3 and 5
but shows the relative flux density in the wire as
it lies in the slot;

Figure 8 is a cha,rt showing the percent m. m. f.
loss-in space between the ‘wire and the head for
different wire permeapilities;

PFigure 9 shows the frequency response of a low
permeability wire and of a hlgh permeablhty
wire; and

PFigure 10 is a dlagrammatlc view of g record-
ing head, the pole tips. of which are illustrated in
Figure 1.

-In Figure 1 of the drawing, I have 111ustrated
two pole portions {1 and 12 on a magnetic record-
ing head. These pole portions {1 and 12 are pro-
vided with longitudinally. extending grooves 13
which are arranged to receive g wire [4 (see
Figure 4). The pole. portions 11 and {2 have
tapered confronting tips as-is clearly shown in
Figure 1. 'As shown in Fig. 10, a signal coil 1%
is mounted on the magnetic core {6 which in-
cludes the pole pieces {1 and {2 so that when a
signal is to:be recorded on the wire .14 a field
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is established across the non-magnetic gap 14’
which lies between the confronting pole pieces
t{ and 12,

The field distribution of the wire which lies
in the slot 13 is shown in Figure 1, while the rela-
tive flux density is clearly shown in Figure 3. As
may be observed from Figure 3, the greatest con~
centration of flux lies in the non-magnetic gap
{4’ between the confronting pole portions 11 and
2.

If a magnetic record member of high perme-
ability, such, for example, as the wire 14, is now
placed in the groove I3 so as to.extend across
the non-magnetic gap 14’, the flux lines are
crowded into the wire {14 in the manner shown
in Pigure 4. As will be observed, the wire 14 is

illustrated as being slightly spaced from the bot-.

tom of the slot 13 and specifically spaced there-
from by a distance indicated by the reference
character d. Due to the fact that you can never
get a perfect contact between the wire record
member and the bottom of the slot in g record-
ing head, there is always some space at this point.

It will further be observed from an inspection
of Figure 5 that the flux density distribution is
not as sharp. More particularly, the flux takes
the easiest path by entering and leaving the wire
at points remote from the gap.

If a wire of low permeability, and particularly,
of a permeability of 50 or less is introduced into
the same head, the flux distribution would be
like that illustrated in Figure 6 of the drawing.
It will be noted that variations in the distance
d will not make very much difference in Figure

6, although they will make a very substantial dif- ¢

ference in Figure 4. The reason for this is that
the flux distribution in Figure 6 is very similar to
that in Figure 1, and indeed, would be exactly the
same as Figure 1 if the permeability of the wire
were one.

Figure 7 illustrates the relative flux density
in the wire at the gap when the wire is of low
permeability material such as that shown in Fig-
ure 6.

Figure 8 gives the percent m. m. f. loss in the
space d which is the space between the bottom
of the wire and the bottom of the slot for dif-
ferent values of permeability.

Figure 9 gives the response characteristics of
8, low permeability wire and of a high perme-
ability wire. From this chart, it will be observed
that the relative d. b. output is less for high
permeability wire than for low permeability wire
as frequency increases, a feature which is quit
desirable. '

The term “permeability” as used throughout
refers to the reésidual permeability which may
be defined as the slope of the Br—H curve at the
operating point, where Br is residual magnetic
induction after the field H has been removed.
This closely resembles the differential perme-
ability which is the slope of the B-H curve where
B is the magnetic induction while field H is
present.. -

The foregoing description has been an ex-
planation of the very substantial difference which
is obtained in a magnetic recording technique
wherein a low permeability wire is used in the
place of a high permeability wire. It has been
found in practice that the advantages of the use
of a low permeability record medium may be ob-
tained as hereinbefore described when the per-
meability of .the record medium is less than 50.
Some of the best results are obtained when the
permeability is in the neighborhood of- 12. It
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must, however, be remembered that a high co-
ercive force is desirable in order to retain enough
magnetism to be useful.

In practice, it has been found that the coercive
force should be over 100, and preferably, over
250 oersteds. One material which has been
found to be particularly efficient in practicing
the method of the present invention is an aus-
tenitic stainless steel which has been cold-worked
up to a point where its permeability is less than
50, and to where its coercive force is over 100.

While a stainless steel wire has been described
in the foregoing paragraphs, other materials
having the characteristics hereinbefore speci-
fied may be used whether they be in the form
of a wire or other thread-like medium, or
whether they be in the form of a tape.

While I have shown and described a certain

" particular embodiment of my invention, it will
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of course, be understood that I do not wish to
be limited thereto, since many modifications may
be made, and 1, therefore, contemplate by the
appended claims to cover all such modifications
that fall within the true spirit and scope of
my invention.

I claim as my invention:

1. A magnetic recorder comprising a mag-
netizable record medium, a magnetic core in-
ciuding a pair of magnetizing pole members in
closely spaced confronting relation across which
said record medium extends, said confronting
poles being spaced in the direction of travel of
the record medium and both heing disposed on
the same side of the record medium and a
signal coil mounted on said core, said mag-
netizable record medium having a residual per-
meability of less than 50 and a coercive force
of approximately 250 cersteds or more.

2. A magnetic recorder comprising a mag-
netizable record medium, g magnetic core in-
cluding. a pair of closely spaced confrenting
magnetizing pole members across which said rec-
ord medium extends, and a signal coil mounted
on said core, said magnetizable record medium
being a continuous metallic record member hav-
ing a residual permeability of approximately 12
and a cecercive force of more than 100 oersteds.

3. A magnetic recorder comprising a mag-
netizable record medium, a magnetic core in-
cluding a pair of closely spaced confronting
magnetizing pole members across which said
record medium extends, and a signal coil
mounted on said core, said magnetizable record
medium having a residual permeability of less
than 50 and a coercive force of more than 259
cersteds.

4. A- magnetic recorder comprising a mag-
netizable record medium, a magnetic core includ-
ing a pair of closely spaced confronting mag-
netizing pole members across which said record
medium extends, and a signal coil mounted on
said core, said magnetizable record medium hav-
ing a residual permeakility of gpproximately 12
and a coercive force of more than 250 cersteds.

5.. A magnetic recorder comprising a magnet-
izable record medium, a magnetic core including
a pair of closely spaced confronting magnetizing
pole members aeross which said record medium
extends, and a signal coil mounted on said core,
said magnetizable record medium having a re-
sidual permeability between 10 and 50 and a
coercive force of more than 100 oersteds.

6. A magnetic recorder comprising a mag-
netizable record medium, a magnetic core in-
cluding a pair of closely spaced confronting mag-
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netizing pole members across which said record

medium ‘extends, and a signal coil mounted on

said core, said magnetizable record medium

having a residual permeability between 10 and 50

and a coercive force of more than 250 oersteds.
: : MARVIN CAMRAS.
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