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Overview
This presentation describes, for the most part in a chronological fashion, the history of an Air Force Technical Report digitization project called Contrails.

Formerly known as the Wright Air Development Center Digital Collection, Contrails began as an index of technical reports produced by the Wright Air Development Center and its successor agency, the Wright Air Development Division.

The agencies performed important aeronautical research during the 1950’s and 1960’s at the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.

Although similar in scope to the types of research performed by NASA and its precursor NACA, the reports produced by WADC and WADD are not as widely held or digitized as those of the space agencies.

Encouraged by this fact, the staff at the Paul V. Galvin Library undertook the digitization of the reports held by the library.
Unbeknownst to those staff members, not everyone in the aerospace community would welcome this digitization effort; in fact stiff resistance was encountered.

This resistance led to the discovery that a government document is not always a government document, and that things aren’t always as simple as they seem.
Acronyms and agencies
AD – ASTIA Document Number

ASD – Aeronautical Systems Division
(D 301.45/26:)
ASTIA – Armed Services Technical Information Agency (D 10.)
DTIC – Defense Technical Information Center (D 10.)
NACA – National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (Y 3. N21/5)
NASA – National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NAS 1.)
NTIS – National Technical Information Service (C 51.11/)
ODTS – Office of Declassification and Technical Services (C 35.)
OTS – Office of Technical Services (C 35.)
PB – Publication Board (Y 3.P 96/6:, C 35.)
USGRR – U.S. Government Research Reports (C 41.21:)
U2 – Unclassified/Unlimited

WADC – Wright Air Development Center
(D 301.45/6:)

WADD – Wright Air Development Division

Websites
Contrails

http://www.gl.iit.edu/wadc/
Public STINET

http://stinet.dtic.mil/
contact info
Aric Ahrens
ahrens@iit.edu
312.567.3614
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