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University Archives & 
Special Collections

● Established 1998

● 1,500 collections, mostly 
university records 

● 4 full time staff

● Use Re:Discovery Proficio 
for archival records 
management system

● Planning for migration to 
ArchivesSpace began in 2015
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public 
interface





Migration

OpenRefine

● Metadata cleanup

● Authorities reconciliation

● JSON creation

ArchivesSpace API

● Import records





Post-
reconciliation



Adding 
URIs



Reconcile-csv

● OpenRefine 
reconciliation 
service that matches 
one dataset against 
another

● Found at: 
http://okfnlabs.org/
reconcile-csv/

● Good for adding 
local metadata



ArchivesSpace 
API

What is it?

● Set of instructions for 
importing and retrieving 
data without using the 
interface

Why use it?

● Data not in the importing 
tool’s required format

● Batch importing



JSONXML

JSON. In Wikipedia. Retrieved March 23, 2018, from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSON 



Schemas

● Map name data to ArchivesSpace 
Agent schema

● Different schemas for person 
and corporate agents

● JSON-ize records using 
OpenRefine





POST Agents

● Consult API for POST 
Corporate Agents command

● Post one at a time, or 
build a script that will 
post them all



Conclusion

● Structured data = 
migration is possible!

● OpenRefine for cleaning, 
reconciliation, JSON 
export

● API for importing without 
using interface



Thank you!

gmarti15@iit.edu

Resources: 
http://bit.ly/mac2018_martin


