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Students in front of Main Building, 1943, photographer unknown



University Archives and Special Collections 

▸ Part of Paul V. Galvin Library at Illinois Institute of Technology

▸ Staff of 4

▸ ca. 1,500 collections

Paul V. Galvin Library, photographer: Adam Strohm



Where We Started

▸ Multiple metadata creators over 

many years

▸ Inconsistencies & idiosyncrasies

▸ Emphasis on keyword search



You’re Never Quite Ready

▸ ArchivesSpace forced us to make some changes (records without dates, extents)

▸ Other normalization was easiest with data in csv format

But…

▸ The data was never going to be perfect and presentable immediately after ingest



Find the Right Tools For the Job

▸ Names and subjects were uncontrolled 

▸ No system-imposed master list existed, and no links between values



OpenRefine

▸ Reconciled name and subject data 

against Library of Congress authority 

files

▸ Uncovered discrepancies

▸ Automatically added URIs from LC 

when matches were found



reconcile-csv

▸ OpenRefine Reconciliation service 

that matches one dataset against 

another

▸ Good for adding local metadata

http://okfnlabs.org/reconcile-csv/



Sometimes You Have to Get Your Hands Dirty

▸ Batch edits couldn’t fix everything -  manual editing was required

▸ 4 staff members edited ca. 1,500 records by hand

▸ Made titles more consistent, added subjects & names, formatted dates, cleaned up 

Scope and Contents notes



▸ We’re not done (and never will be)

▸ No normalization process is ever normal

▸ It can’t all happen at once

▸ Clean-up is possible, and you’re not alone



Thanks! 

astrohm@iit.edu

findingaids.archives.iit.edu

Spring Thing 1970, photographer unknown


