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Embedded Landscape

The Dirt
Topography
Ecology
Biocomputation

OPEN SPACE: History

The Pleasure Ground: Typically large and located on the edge of the city, focusing on mental appreciation of the natural landscape in contrast to the city.

Transportation infrastructure aside, the isolation of these parks without the city resulted in their exclusive use by the upper class, resulting in a movement for inner city parks,

The Reform Park: A combination of inner city park and playground, the reform park often included play equipment, a symmetrical arrangement, and no illusion of
coutryside or nature. Their principal architectural manifestation was the Fieldhouse, functioning as community shelter for the working class. These spaces were designed
with reduction of class conflict, immigrant socialization, and education in mind.

This park typology would later be expanded upon to suburban and urban areas that had not yet received parks beginning in the 1930s as a public service.

The Recreation Facility: An extension of the reform park in the 1930s, the recreation facility engaged suburban areas with uniform standards as a public service. Sport
courts and fields were the principal designed components of these spaces, owing their lack of vegetation to their suburban environment,

The homogeneity of this typology was strongly opposed in the dialectic of the 1960s, calling into question the adaptability of the scheme to scattered urban sites of
different character.

1850­1900

1900­1930

1930­1965

Central Park: Frederick law Olmstead ­ 1857

Pulaski Field House: Jens Jensen ­ 1912

West 4th Street Courts: NYC Parks ­ ~1953



OPEN SPACE: History + Current Theory

The Open Park System: The 1960s saw a dialectic regarding the sterility of recreation facilities, and their institutional nature. Parks are reclaimed as mechanisms of social
reform, and are now considered within context, as well as part of a conceived network of diparate, though connected landscapes.

The open park system continues, allowing urban open spac to be recreation in almost any context, in streets, rooftops, on waterfronts, along railway lines, as well as in
traditional plazas and parks.

The Sustainable Park: New characteristics of park design, building upon previous types, are native species, natural system restoration, infrastructure integration, recycling,
sustainable construction, and maintenance practices.

1965­ ?

1990­ Present

Paley Park: Zion and Breen ­ 1967

Steel Yard: Klopfer Martin Design Group ­ 2011



OPEN SPACE: The Sustainable Park Model

Principle 1: Resource self sufficiency.

Principle 2: Integration into larger urban network.

Principle 3: New modes of aesthetic expression.

Urban Infrastructure Integration
Post Industrial Land Reclamation
Social Wellbeing

Evolutionary Aesthetic: Temporality
Ecology as Form
Ecological Systems Design

Sustainable Design Practices
Native Plant Species
Composting
Storm Water and Waste Management
Community Engagement

Native Plant Species

Composting

Storm Water Management

Infrastructure Integration

Post Industrial Land Reclamation

Social Interaction

Infrastructure Integration

Ecology as Form
Ecological Systems



OPEN SPACE: Case Studies ­ ASLA Honor Awards ­ 2009­2011

The Steel Yard: The Steel Yard’s landscape for learning embodies the non­profit’s mission through
innovative (and necessarily inexpensive) brownfield remediation, stormwater filtration/reduction,
purposeful design and placemaking.

ECO­PARK/URBAN REHABILITATION GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING/SYSTEMS INTEGRATION



OPEN SPACE: Case Studies ­ ASLA Honor Awards ­ 2009­2011

Fez River Rehabilitation: a strategic plan that simultaneously restores an urban river and addresses
issues endemic to aging medieval fabrics such as the scarcity of open space, overcrowding, a weak
economy, and the destruction of natural resources and places of cultural and historic significance.

ECO­PARK/URBAN REHABILITATION GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING/SYSTEMS INTEGRATION



OPEN SPACE: Case Studies ­ ASLA Honor Awards ­ 2009­2011

Greensburg Urban Plan: a downtown environment that not only provides a unique environment for
residents and visitors, but that also provides creative features that capture and recycle stormwater.

ECO­PARK/URBAN REHABILITATION GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING/SYSTEMS INTEGRATION



OPEN SPACE: Case Studies ­ ASLA Honor Awards ­ 2009­2011

The Casa Nueva: environmental goals were met with site design, as well as the ecosystem services
provided by the landscape. Taking best advantage of the regenerative nature of landscape, the
landscape filters stormwater, provides climate control to the building, and conserves water with
cisterns and a regionally native landscape.

ECO­PARK/URBAN REHABILITATION GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING/SYSTEMS INTEGRATION



OPEN SPACE: Case Studies ­ ASLA Honor Awards ­ 2009­2011

Chicago Green Plan: Nine City of Chicago departments and sister agencies, along with more than
50 professionals from various fields of expertise worked collaboratively to develop GUD’s 21 key
actions that maintain and improve Chicago’s urban design to optimize its environmental benefits for
current and future generations.

ECO­PARK/URBAN REHABILITATION GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING/SYSTEMS INTEGRATION



Site Analysis: Urban Context

Commercialization

Ample Vacant Space - City Owned
Barrier Condition



Formal Definition: Adjacency 

33.89 Units per Acre

20.83 Units per Acre
No Green Space

45.29 Units per Acre

Proposed 171

Weighted 29.33 Units per Acre

Elementary My Dear Watson



Formal Definition: Design Agenda

Formal Concept: All Units enjoy southern exposure - Dec. 22

Formal Concept: Green Spaces Undergo Gradation of Privacy / Use through site.



SITE: Contextual Barrier Form Drives Interior Form

Direct Translation Vertical Manimpulation To Achieve Context DensityInterior Court Scheme

Winter Planting Summer PlantingAll Planting

Initial Generative Form: Investigation



SITE: Forms Broken into Levels and Core Lengths ­ Supportive Green Defined

Schematic Section Investigation



Leveling Up

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Stepping Structural Bays

Supportive Truss ­ North Facade

Schematic Structural Massing: Emphasizing Greenspace



Schematic Formal Definition: Curve + Mass

Formal Definition: Curve - Defined by Adjacency and Solar Exposure

Masses Defined by density and Preceding Shadow Profile



Site Plan: Programmatic Elements at Grade
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Restaurant + Transit

Productive Greenspace + Vocational Training

Detailed Residence Block



Site Plan: Productive Greenspace
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Mixed Use Units

Productive Greenspace: Barrier Condition

Vocational Training / Community Kitchen

Aquaponic Greenhouse



Site Plan: Cafe and Transit Center

DNDN

DNDN

DNDNDNDNDNDN

Commercial Farm-Table Restaurant: Employment Opportunity

Transit



Detailed Mass: Design Intent

UPDN

DN
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UPUP

Circulation Emphasizes Pedestrian Experience: Scale and Type

Typical Section Across Site Entire - with variation per form



Typical Section Across Site Entire - with variation per form

Detailed Mass: Level 2-3

Level 3

Level 4



Detailed Mass: Level 4-6

Level 6

Level 5

Level 6

Balister + Private Planter

Rear Truss

Grade Parking



Site Perspective



Site Perspective 








