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Monmouth college is a liberal arts institution seeking to increase interaction among
its academic departments in order to ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION AND INNOVATION.

the picturesque campus, located in central illinois presents great opportunities for
architectural expression.

The rapidly growing town of Monmouth, IL is charaterized by its farming community, 
diversified population, and recent interest in sustainable strategies.
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“Interdisciplinary”

“’Interdisciplinary’ refers to a process [of constructing]
knowledge in which students and instructors  come

together to analyze differences in disciplinary approaches
to a problem and to work toward a more comprehensive

view than allowed by the vision of any one field.”

“All disciplines have imported aspects of other fields
to clarify their own disciplinary perspectives.”

“[Interdisciplinary] initiatives seek to promote connected
learning beyond the discipline as a primary goal -- pursuing

knowledge that integrates and synthesizes the perspectives
of several disciplines into a construction that is greater

than the sum of its distinctly disciplinary parts.”
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Quad:
Cafeteria will be demol-
ished and its services
relocated to current 
Math/Science Building.
This will create a larger 
open area in the center 
of student circulation -
future “Quad.”

Immediate Site:
Historic Marshall Hall 
will be relocated.
Admissions Building will
be downsized, and its ser-
vices relocated to 
Poling Hall.
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Immediate Site

Student Circulation - Expected
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MERGING THREE DISCIPLINES IN ONE
ACADEMIC FACILITY WILL RESHAPE
THE CULTURE OF THE CAMPUS BY

REDIRECTING STUDENT CIRCULATION
TO ONE COMMON PLACE.
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THE IMMEDIATE SITE IS CHARACTERIZED
BY A DIVERSE TOPOGRAPHY.

VARYING FLOOR ELEVATIONS WITHIN
THE ATRIUM MIMIC THE PROMINENT

LANDSCAPE.

aN 800-SEAT AUDITORIUM IS
INTEGRATED, AND HIDDEN AS PART

OF THE LANDSCAPE.

SITE



street entrance

exterior



Observatory

Observatory

ExhibitLobby

Cafe

Lounge

Observatory

Observat y

Cafe

Lounge

Main entrance directs 
traffic to the atrium.

tenants who enter 
through the street en-
trance are guided down 
a ramp toward the main 
entrance in order to 
reach the atrium.

for social purposes, the 
atrium houses a large 
study/gathering area, a 
cafe, and a more private 
lounge.

Two large lecture halls 
are exposed through 
glass to engage passing 
tenants and increase 
interest in ongoing ac-
tivities.

the primary form of ver-
tical circulation is 
housed at the center of 
the atrium, resulting in 
the users interacting, 
seeing, and being seen.
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the main stairway leads 
to an open gathering 
area which features a 
large glass wall, visu-
ally connecting the user 
to the exterior.

to continue on to the 3rd 
level, the user is guided 
and exposed to the ac-
tivities taking place in 
shared lecture halls 
and physics labs.

in the opposite direction, 
the user navigates 
through a group of fac-
ulty offices and “float-
ing” study rooms; all of 
which are exposed 
through glass walls to 
encourage social activ-
ity.

in addition, this level fea-
tures a small study 
area above the cafe, 
and a lounge above the 
1st floor lecture hall.
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similar to the 2nd floor, 
the 3rd floor exposes 
the user to the ongoing 
activities of lecture 
halls and laboratories.

each student, regard-
less of their major is 
exposed to other disci-
plines.

in addition, the third 
floor houses the office 
of the president of mon-
mouth college.

in a scheme where inter-
action leads to collabo-
ration and innovation, 
all parties should be 
involved.
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the fourth level houses 
a computer lab and a 
large study/gathering 
area; both of which will 
attract students to cir-
culate vertically.

this will result in com-
munication and interac-
tion.
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socializing - 2nd floor lounge
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Student view - approaching main entrance
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