
Def ining the Role of the 21st Century Public Library in Madison 

 Madison, Wisconsin is dominated by two main forces; the state government in the center of the isthmus, 
and the University of Wisconsin to the west. These two institutions are linked by State Street, a pedestrian and 
bike corridor. State Street serves as the main public gathering space for the city. Celebrations, protests, and 
gatherings form and travel along its length between the University and Capital.

While these two institutions represent Madison, neither one are truly public. The placement of the new 
Central Public Library along this strip will provide a free, democratic space for all Madison citizens. Beyond col-
lecting books and storing media, the Madison Library offers opportunities for gatherings and informational 
exchanges 24 hours a day.
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