Easy Access, Early Exit?

The Internet and the FDLP
Luke A. Griffin and Aric G. Ahrens 

The majority of the twentieth century saw a marked growth in the number of libraries participating in the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP).  During the last 15 years, however, a consistent downward trend has emerged for the first time.  This reversal deserves analysis.  Whereas for the majority of the twentieth century, the ability to provide access to government information depended largely on an institution’s proximity to or possession of a government documents collection, this is no longer the case.  The dissemination of government information via the Internet has convinced some libraries that they can provide adequate access to government information without possessing their own documents collection.  In turn, this has lead to a perceived diminishing value of continued participation in the FDLP, and the decline in the overall number of depositories.

Reflective Inquiry Background:
The Federal Depository Library Program was established by Congressional resolution on December 27, 1813.  On December 1, 1814 the American Antiquarian Society of Worcester, Massachusetts received the first documents distributed to a non-governmental body and became the first depository library.
   The primary purpose of the program was preservation of the historical record, not dissemination. 

By 1859 there were 12 designated depository libraries.  Changes in the law at this time allowed the designation of libraries by Congress; linking depository library distribution to population.  Over time, distribution grew flawed due to changes in Congressional districting. 

When the laws concerning public printing were first brought together and passed on January 12, 1895, Congress envisioned one collection in each congressional district, which would contain a complete collection of the history of the U.S. and serve as a permanent repository for access by all citizens.
   This duplicative repository system would ensure the permanence of the public record, and its geographical distribution based on population would ensure local access.  In order to establish these collections, Congress effectively formed an official depository system.  The system of libraries included “one designated by each Representative in Congress, one named by each Senator, one specially designated by statute (the Antiquarian Society of Worcester, Mass.), and the official libraries at each State and Territorial capital…the libraries of each of the eight Executive Departments and of the Military and Naval academies.”
  Filling all these designations would have created a system of 507 libraries, distributed throughout the country to support collections across the 44 states and serving approximately 69 million Americans.
  However, only 419 depositories were actually designated.
 
The Printing Act of 1895 effectively established a centralized location for printing, created a system for distribution, and established a system that would ensure that the historical record of the United States would be preserved and disseminated to the public.  The Act also stated that a depository library, once established, should remain a depository library and not change every time new legislators or senators took office.  It provided for conditions under which a library should be removed from the program, but set up no funds or means of inspection other than a library’s “persistent refusal to acknowledge the receipt of the books sent.”
  Aside from this one method of removal, there was no system in place for a library to be removed from the depository program unless they requested to be removed from the program.

By 1907, the United States had added two states and the depository system had been expanded through legislation to include land grant colleges, and a library in the Philippines.
   There were now 474 depository libraries.

The only significant decline in the number of depository libraries was immediately following new legislation allowing libraries that had never had much interest in being depositories to drop out of the program.  In 1914 it was noted that over 10,000 libraries had expressed interest in public documents.
  With the implementation of the new selection system in 1922, many of these libraries began to take on depository status.  Between 1924 and 1962 we see a slow, but steady increase in the number of depository libraries.  

Figure 1. Number of Depositories by Year 1895-2003
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The largest jump occurred in 1964 after the law was amended to allow two depositories per congressional district.  Other changes included adding the libraries of the highest appellate court in each state and a large jump when in 1978 the law school libraries were allowed to become depositories.

By 1980 the number of depositories started to level off with only slight increases each year.  The depository system had reached the plateau of the current system for inclusion in the program at about 1,400 by the mid 1980’s.  In 1993 a slight shift occurs occurred and, from that point onward, the program begins to contracts instead of expand.
Figure 2. Number of Depositories Leaving and Joining FDLP Annually 1980-2003
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For the first time ever there is a continued downward trend in the number of depository libraries.  As each year progressed the curve became steeper.  Why are depository libraries leaving the program?  What are the causes behind the dropout and how does it affect the dissemination of government information?  What can or should be done about this issue?

Literature Review

Looking through the annual reports of the Public Printer it is clear that often times libraries decide to drop their status as depositories.  More recently, the Administrative Notes Technical Supplement includes a list each month of libraries that have been added or dropped from the program.  Absent from these reports however, is any discussion of the reasons behind the decision drop out of the FDLP.
To address this issue, Hernon, McClure, and Purcell
 conducted a survey in October of 1983 to probe the reasons behind the decisions of 40 libraries to terminate their status.  They found the following reasons for termination of status:

· “The publications were seldom utilized (23)

· We thought that another library in the area was a better choice for depository status. (21)

· We had severe space limitations. (20)

· We lacked the professional staff to maintain the status. (12)

· We lacked the support staff necessary to maintain the status (11)

· Participation in the depository program was a financial burden. (6)”

The study included fifty-one libraries that had dropped their status between January 1970 and September 1983, but many of them had either merged, or were excluded for some other reason bringing the total to forty.  Overall, during that 13-year period, there were many more libraries joining the program than leaving it.  Currently, there are many more libraries dropping than joining.  The rate of the dropping libraries has increased since the 1983 study.  The 1983 study examined fifty-one libraries that had dropped out over thirteen years, or about 4.2% of the average yearly total of those years with an overall increase of 352 libraries in the program.  The 2003 study examines fifty-six libraries that had dropped out over three years, or 4.3% of the average yearly total of those years with an overall decrease of thirty-six libraries in the program.  It therefore became necessary to examine the reasons for leaving the FDLP stated by libraries that have recently relinquished their status to determine if new factors are influencing the decision.

While cost is still an issue, it is doubtful that this is the sole motivating factor behind the increased dropout rate.  In a recent study the JCPL [WHAT IS THE JCPL??? WE NEED TO WRITE THIS OUT] found that it would actually cost more to purchase and maintain the resources that they needed and currently receive by being in the program.

Beginning in 1993 there has been a steady stream of publications relating to the new and changing role of the depository due to the shift to electronic information.  These include the landmark “Alternatives for Restructuring the Depository Library Program”
 put out by the Depository Council soon after the “Government Printing Office Electronic Information Access Enhancement Act of 1993” was passed.
  This document highlighted and discussed solutions for the problems caused by this new legislation for the depository program.  In “A Brief History of the Federal Depository Library Program,” Ridley R. Kessler Jr. states that this legislation “served notice to all 1,400 or so depository libraries that the electronic age was here to stay and that they had best begin to deal with it in a serious manner forthwith.”
  Many libraries chose to drop out of the program. Other articles by Adler and Lowry,
 and Kram
 added fuel to the fire, pointing the changing role of depository libraries.  In Spring 2003, Public Printer Bruce James stated that GPO must “leap over the 20th Century into the 21st Century,”
 and indeed there are some radical changes ahead for the program if it hopes to play a role in both preservation and access.

Procedures/Data Collection/Analysis

The hypothesis of this our study is that the free availability of government information on the Internet is the main factor influencing continued library participation in the FDLP.

To examine this issue the authors identified the libraries that dropped out of the program in fiscal years 2000-2002.  With the understanding that no individual libraries would be identified or singled out, GPO provided the authors with the termination letters, inspection reports, self-study reports, emails, and other information regarding the decision to withdraw from the program of 54 of the 56 libraries (96.4%).  

The materials were read for explicitly stated reasons for leaving the program and a an Access database was created.  Analysis of this data shows the following reasons for removal from the program that is outside the scope of this study:

· One library was removed by GPO due to repeated non-compliance issues and refusal to address these issues.

· Three libraries were eliminated from the program due to mergers, moves, or library closures.

· Fifteen libraries do not list any reason for dropping out of the program, but simply request to be removed.

· Thirty seven libraries, or 66%, listed at least one motivating factor behind their decision.

These 37 libraries listed the following reasons:

Figure 3.  Reasons for Leaving the FDLP Cited by Dropping Libraries
 

	Reason Cited for Leaving FDLP
	n
	Pct.

	Staff or Funding Issues
	22
	59%

	Availability of the same resources on the Internet
	16
	43%

	Proximity of another Depository Library
	8
	22%

	Space Concerns
	7
	19%

	Diminished Usage of Collection
	6
	16%

	Diminished Value of Depository Status
	3
	8%

	Inability to meet GPO Standards
	3
	8%


At this point that a comparison between the study by Hernon et. al. and the current study highlights the striking change in reasoning among libraries leaving the FDLP.  

 Figure 4, lists the reasons given for leaving the FDLP in the Hernon study. 

Figure 4. Reasons for Leaving the FDLP 1970-1984
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If a statement were to be constructed for why libraries were leaving the program based on this data it would read:

“The documents are not being used, and in the rare cases where someone does need a document it is available at another depository close by.  We have space limitations and the cost of staff and other factors influenced our decision to be removed from the program.”

In contrast, if a statement were to be made about libraries dropping from the program from 2000-2002 based on the data in Figure 5, it would read:

“We can’t afford the staff and resources to continue to remain in the program when almost everything we need is available on the Internet.  We can not afford to adhere to the technology standards of the program, and do not see the value of being in the program when we can get the same material for free online without having to adhere to these standards.”

Figure 5. Reasons for Leaving the FDLP 2000-2002
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While these statements may be oversimplifications, the new motivating factor is clear.  The program was attractive in the past because small libraries could fairly easily maintain the standards of GPO and receive many valuable resources for free.  Since most of the important material is now available online, the program has lost some of its intrinsic value.  Unlike 1814 when the system was first established, access to the information, rather than preservation, has become the main goal of these libraries.  The benefit of participation in the program no longer outweighed the resources needed to adhere to standards.

Although the diminished value of the program and inability to meet GPO standards are small factors, the authors believe that they should carry more weight.  Many directors made statements along the lines “Why should I have to meet requirements for and budget staff and space for something that I can now get for free?”  Therefore, the diminished value and requirements of GPO, while not explicitly stated as a reason to drop participation in the program, were implied in many cases
.  

The frequency that each factor is mentioned is taken in this study as an indication of importance.  Since the libraries did not actually rank their reasons, nor were they asked when they terminated status why they left, if they took it upon themselves to state their reasons it would seem to be a fairly good indicator of importance.  However, in several instances it is clear that this is not an exclusive list.  Statements such as “we have decided to terminate our status based on staffing, costs, as well as other issues,” were fairly common, and also point to the diminished value of the program.

Clearly, staff and funding issues and the availability of resources via the Internet points to the weight that libraries may be placing on the ability to provide information via the Internet on their decisions’ to remain in or to leave the FDLP.  In today’s work environment, in which increased productivity is expected, and doing more with less is essential, the Internet can be an obvious alternative to physical collections, which require space, and greater staff time and resources.

In the last decade, the essential association between the ability to provide access to a vast amount of government information and participation in the FDLP has broken down.  The perception has become developed that the Internet has rendered participation in the FDLP as optional in the goal of providing access to government information; an option that many libraries have decided is too expensive to maintain.  As we continue into the 21st century, the FDLP and its member libraries will be forced to confront this disassociation.

At the time of this writing, Luke A. Griffin was the Government Documents Librarian at the Houston Cole Library, Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, Alabama. He is currently employed outside the library world but still actively pursues research in the field.
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Aric G. Ahrens is the Government Documents Depository Coordinator for the Paul V. Galvin Library at the Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, Illinois. 
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� Each library could have multiple reasons


� In three cases this was a stated reason.
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		1907		474				Good statement of public documents purpose on pg 323. Functions of the office on pg 324.Clearinghouse idea on pg 325. Good, lengthy explanation and history of the depository program and library designations on 350-357.				46		William L. Post		116,009				RPP 1908		503,564

		1908						pg 385-386 descirbes current system for distribution and return.		exact number not given, but can be assumed to be close to 474		46		William L. Post		156,318				RPP 1908		1,610,696

		1909						pg 402-403 lays out the arguments rather well		exact number not given, but can be assumed to be close to 474		46		August Donath		204,624				RPP 1909		1,249,265

		1910						pg 416 talks about the libraries not having to literally comply with the law since no one checks on them.		exact number not given, but can be assumed to be close to 474		46		August Donath		232,255				RPP 1910		1,952,633

		1911						again argues the case to make selective depositories pg 374-375				46		August Donath		294,196				RPP 1911		1,451,986

		1912		463				List of designated depository libraries pg 19				48		August Donath		475,673				RPP 1912		2,211,989

		1913								exact number not given due to breivity of the report		48		Frank C. Wallace		511,519				RPP 1913		1,756,118

		1914						pg 404 says that there was a noticible increase in the demand for publications from libraries, more than 10,000 libraries have signified their interest in public documents, and less than 500 of these are regular gov. depos		exact number not given (less than 500)		48		Josiah H. Brinker		676,181				RPP 1914		1,311,206

		1915		482				pg 386 contains the number				48		Josiah H. Brinker		906,946				RPP 1915		1,335,991

		1916		484				pg 414 includes geo depos and gaz. Depository				48		Josiah H. Brinker		879,612				RPP 1916		1,627,405

		1917		484				p437 includes geo depos and gaz. Depos				48		Josiah H. Brinker		1,107,846				RPP 1917		1,568,041

		1918		482				pg 418 includes geo and gaz depos				48		Josiah H. Brinker		891531?		6962355?		RPP 1918		1,522,348

		1919								not listed		48		Josiah H. Brinker		1,171,509		3,611,148		RPP 1919		1,595,374

		1920		476								48		Alton P. Tisdel (Acting)		1,469,177		4,426,293		RPP 1920 hernon		1,576,551

		1921		473				1921 pg37 also est. bookstore pg36, the gen interest in govdocs is rapidly growing pg. 35				48		Alton P. Tisdel		2,446,720		4,184,422		RPP 1921		1,420,927

		1922		472								48		Alton P. Tisdel		6631142 RPP 1924		NA		RPP 1922				Public resolution 57 approved may 27, 1922 expanded the sale of goovpubs

		1923		421				Adopted a new method of disseminiation allowing for "selective" depositories  1923 pg 13				48		Alton P. Tisdel		5429896 RPP 1924		3,697,765		RPP 1923

		1924		446				Because of the new attractive feature of allowing selective depositories, many libraries were added. 1924 pg. 82				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,244,727				RPP 1924

		1925		462				Continuing benefit from selective 1925 pg 26				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,770,782				RPP 1925

		1926		468				1926 pg 23 also continuing on pg 24 is a suggestion for a new distribution method				48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,962,571				RPP 1926		1,552,738

		1927								Not mentioned in volume		48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,461,157				RPP 1927

		1928		477				1928 pg 21 Recommends a remedy for further restriction of the selective plan and the designation of certain libraries as depositories of special classes of Government publications that are best suited to their respective localities.				48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,226,678				RPP 1928		2,042,332

		1929		492				1929 pg 38 The rapidly growing number of Government publications has proved a burden to many depository libraries …150 feet of shelf space annually				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,949,036				RPP 1930		1,196,148

		1930		500				1930 pg 57				48		Alton P. Tisdel		8,578,592				RPP 1930		1,935,159

		1931		498				1931 pg 39  the depository libraries returned to the Sup. Of Docs 1,199,979 gov pubs which evidently were no longer of service to their readers.  Many of these had been arbitrarily sent to the libraries prior to the legislation of 1922 pg 40-41 sup of doc				48		Alton P. Tisdel		8,607,247				RPP 1931		1,966,469

		1932		504				Advertising barred in govdocs pg 83 Interesting problems in selection noted and number on pg 91.  The selection plan has not been as successful as expected at the beginning of its operation.  Interesting suggestion on pg 92.  Questionnaire to all deposito				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,714,394				RPP 1932		2,090,099		good article

		1933		499				pg 49 also, results of the questionnaire are here and suggestions for revising the system.				48				8,255,490				RPP 1933		1,888,564

		1934						not included in the report although there is interesting info on pg13				48				10,459,964				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1935						not included in the report although there is interesting info on pg43				48		John A. McLean		9,499,205				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1936						not included in the report, but there is a lengthy discussion of depository libraries on pg 62-68				48		Alton P. Tisdel		8,832,162				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1937		517				not included in the report, but there is a lengthy discussion of depository libraries on pg 63-65				48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,074,337				gov depos

		1938						not included but interesting notes on 110-111				48		Alton P. Tisdel		11,546,273				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1939						pg 86 talks about the lack of funds to do a study				48				12,748,804				RPP 1939

		1940										48

		1941										48

		1942										48

		1943										48

		1944										48

		1945		555								48								snapshots of fdlp

		1946										48

		1947		558								48								hernon

		1948										48

		1949										48

		1950										48

		1951										48

		1952										48

		1953										48

		1954										48

		1955										48

		1956										48

		1957										48

		1958										48

		1959										50

		1960

		1961		592																Gov. Dep. Libraries

		1962		603																Gov. Dep. Libraries

		1963		612																1963 Com. Print

		1964

		1965

		1966

		1967		900																1967 Com. Print

		1968		943																Govt. Depos. Lib. 1968 Feb

		1969		979																1969 com. Print

		1970				1028

		1971				1053

		1972		1050		1082														Act of Aug. 10 1972 found in Legislative Hisotories of the Laws Affecting the U.S. Government Printing Office as Codified in Title 44 of the U.S. Code V. 2B

		1973				1119

		1974				1150

		1975				1169

		1976				1200

		1977				1216

		1978				1230

		1979		1217		1328														4th Re;ort to the Public Printer Depos. Lib. Council

		1980				1341

		1981				1352

		1982				1366

		1983 (9/30)		1381		1380

		1984		1391		1390

		1985 (9/30)		1390		1389

		1986		1394		1391														RPP 1986

		1987				1393

		1988		1394		1394														RPP 1988

		1989		1396		1398														RPP 1989

		1990 (9/30)		1398		1399

		1991 (9/30)		1400		1401

		1992 (9/30)		1404		1406

		1993 (9/30)		1404		1400

		1994 (9/30)		1390		1391

		1995		1386		1388														Ad Notes V16#17

		1996		1391		1378				364

		1997 (10/30)		1363		1366

		1998		1360		1360														LPS 1998

		1999		1346		1340														LPS 1999

		2000		1328		1335														LPS 2000

		2001		1313		1314														LPS 2001

		2002 (4/5)		1307		1304														Depository Library Directory can be found at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/tools/ldirect.html
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Beginning of the FDLP.

Selective Depository Program Initiated.

Designation Law Changes

Law Libraries Allowed to Join.
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Number of Depository Libraries 1895-1922
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Number of Depository Libraries 1922-1962
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		Table 1 - Number of Depository Libraries 1895-2002 With Overall

		Gain or Loss from Previous Year

		Year		Total # of Depository Libraries		Total +/- From Previous Year		Year		Total # of Depository Libraries		Total +/- From Previous Year

		1895		419				1949*		559		1

		1896		445		26		1950*		559		0

		1897		478		33		1951*		560		1

		1898		510		32		1952*		561		1

		1899*		508		-2		1953*		562		1

		1900*		506		-2		1954*		563		1

		1901*		503		-3		1955		563		0

		1902*		502		-1		1956*		565		2

		1903*		501		-1		1957*		569		4

		1904		500		-1		1958*		574		5

		1905*		485		-15		1959*		579		5

		1906*		470		-15		1960*		584		5

		1907		474		4		1961		592		8

		1908*		472		-2		1962		603		11

		1909*		468		-4		1963		612		9

		1910*		466		-2		1964*		751		139

		1911*		464		-2		1965*		800		49

		1912		463		-1		1966*		860		60

		1913*		475		12		1967		900		40

		1914*		480		5		1968		943		43

		1915		482		2		1969		979		36

		1916		484		2		1970		1028		49

		1917		484		0		1971		1053		25

		1918		482		-2		1972		1082		29

		1919*		478		-4		1973		1119		37

		1920		476		-2		1974		1150		31

		1921		473		-3		1975		1169		19

		1922		472		-1		1976		1200		31

		1923		421		0		1977		1216		16

		1924		446		25		1978		1230		14

		1925		462		16		1979		1328		98

		1926		468		6		1980		1341		13

		1927*		472		4		1981		1352		11

		1928		477		5		1982		1366		14

		1929		492		15		1983		1380		14

		1930		500		8		1984		1390		10

		1931		498		-2		1985		1389		-1

		1932		504		6		1986		1391		2

		1933		499		-5		1987		1393		2

		1934*		504		5		1988		1394		1

		1935*		508		4		1989		1398		4

		1936*		514		6		1990		1399		1

		1937		517		3		1991		1401		2

		1938*		524		7		1992		1406		5

		1939*		529		5		1993		1400		-6

		1940*		534		5		1994		1391		-9

		1941*		540		6		1995		1388		-3

		1942*		544		4		1996		1378		-10

		1943*		549		5		1997		1366		-12

		1944*		552		3		1998		1360		-6

		1945		555		3		1999		1340		-20

		1946*		558		3		2000		1335		-5

		1947		558		0		2001		1314		-21

		1948*		558		0		2002		1304		-10

		These Figures Were Reported in the Annual Report of the Pulbic Printer (Washington, D.C.: GPO) or

		Government Depository Libraries (Washington D.C.: GPO) for those years at the end of the fiscal year.

		This number is not given for each year.  Those years with * are extrapolated from the total, or were given in

		a secondary source at a non-standard time.

																Is the FDLP a Dinosaur?       p.11





		qualitative study Luke and Aric

		Reason		Number		%				Number of Total Libraries

		Staff or Funding		22		59%				54		0.9642857143

		Internet		16		43%				37		0.6607142857

		Proximity to Selective or Regional		8		22%

		Space		7		19%

		Lack of Use		6		16%

		Diminished Value of program.		3		8%

		Inability to meet GPO Standards		3		8%

		Quantitative Study Luke and Aric

						74

		Internet		58		78%

		Cost		43		58%

		Proximity to Selective		34		46%

		Proximity to Regional		26		35%

		Space		11		15%

		Lack of Use		8		11%

		Staffing		8		11%

		Low relevancy of materials		3		4%

		Couldn't Provide public access		1		1%

		Quantitative Study Hernon, McClure, and Purcell

						32		40

		Lack of Use		23		72%

		Proximity to Selective or Regional		21		66%

		Space Limitations		20		63%

		Professional Staff		12		38%

		Support Staff		11		34%

		Cost		6		19%
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Sheet1

		

				No. of Depository Libraries				Notes and Important Happenings		Reason for missing		No. of States		Sup of Docs		annual govdoc sales (Cash Sales)		sub sales		source		sent to designated depositories

		1895		419										F. A. Crandall

		1896		445																hernon

		1897		478																hernon

		1898		510																hernon

		1904		500												47,894				RPP 1908		289,862

		1905														69,517				RPP 1908		258,213

		1906														43,784				RPP 1908		222,275

		1907		474				Good statement of public documents purpose on pg 323. Functions of the office on pg 324.Clearinghouse idea on pg 325. Good, lengthy explanation and history of the depository program and library designations on 350-357.				46		William L. Post		116,009				RPP 1908		503,564

		1908						pg 385-386 descirbes current system for distribution and return.		exact number not given, but can be assumed to be close to 474		46		William L. Post		156,318				RPP 1908		1,610,696

		1909						pg 402-403 lays out the arguments rather well		exact number not given, but can be assumed to be close to 474		46		August Donath		204,624				RPP 1909		1,249,265

		1910						pg 416 talks about the libraries not having to literally comply with the law since no one checks on them.		exact number not given, but can be assumed to be close to 474		46		August Donath		232,255				RPP 1910		1,952,633

		1911						again argues the case to make selective depositories pg 374-375				46		August Donath		294,196				RPP 1911		1,451,986

		1912		463				List of designated depository libraries pg 19				48		August Donath		475,673				RPP 1912		2,211,989

		1913								exact number not given due to breivity of the report		48		Frank C. Wallace		511,519				RPP 1913		1,756,118

		1914						pg 404 says that there was a noticible increase in the demand for publications from libraries, more than 10,000 libraries have signified their interest in public documents, and less than 500 of these are regular gov. depos		exact number not given (less than 500)		48		Josiah H. Brinker		676,181				RPP 1914		1,311,206

		1915		482				pg 386 contains the number				48		Josiah H. Brinker		906,946				RPP 1915		1,335,991

		1916		484				pg 414 includes geo depos and gaz. Depository				48		Josiah H. Brinker		879,612				RPP 1916		1,627,405

		1917		484				p437 includes geo depos and gaz. Depos				48		Josiah H. Brinker		1,107,846				RPP 1917		1,568,041

		1918		482				pg 418 includes geo and gaz depos				48		Josiah H. Brinker		891531?		6962355?		RPP 1918		1,522,348

		1919								not listed		48		Josiah H. Brinker		1,171,509		3,611,148		RPP 1919		1,595,374

		1920		476								48		Alton P. Tisdel (Acting)		1,469,177		4,426,293		RPP 1920 hernon		1,576,551

		1921		473				1921 pg37 also est. bookstore pg36, the gen interest in govdocs is rapidly growing pg. 35				48		Alton P. Tisdel		2,446,720		4,184,422		RPP 1921		1,420,927

		1922		472								48		Alton P. Tisdel		6631142 RPP 1924		NA		RPP 1922				Public resolution 57 approved may 27, 1922 expanded the sale of goovpubs

		1923		421				Adopted a new method of disseminiation allowing for "selective" depositories  1923 pg 13				48		Alton P. Tisdel		5429896 RPP 1924		3,697,765		RPP 1923

		1924		446				Because of the new attractive feature of allowing selective depositories, many libraries were added. 1924 pg. 82				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,244,727				RPP 1924

		1925		462				Continuing benefit from selective 1925 pg 26				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,770,782				RPP 1925

		1926		468				1926 pg 23 also continuing on pg 24 is a suggestion for a new distribution method				48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,962,571				RPP 1926		1,552,738

		1927								Not mentioned in volume		48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,461,157				RPP 1927

		1928		477				1928 pg 21 Recommends a remedy for further restriction of the selective plan and the designation of certain libraries as depositories of special classes of Government publications that are best suited to their respective localities.				48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,226,678				RPP 1928		2,042,332

		1929		492				1929 pg 38 The rapidly growing number of Government publications has proved a burden to many depository libraries …150 feet of shelf space annually				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,949,036				RPP 1930		1,196,148

		1930		500				1930 pg 57				48		Alton P. Tisdel		8,578,592				RPP 1930		1,935,159

		1931		498				1931 pg 39  the depository libraries returned to the Sup. Of Docs 1,199,979 gov pubs which evidently were no longer of service to their readers.  Many of these had been arbitrarily sent to the libraries prior to the legislation of 1922 pg 40-41 sup of doc				48		Alton P. Tisdel		8,607,247				RPP 1931		1,966,469

		1932		504				Advertising barred in govdocs pg 83 Interesting problems in selection noted and number on pg 91.  The selection plan has not been as successful as expected at the beginning of its operation.  Interesting suggestion on pg 92.  Questionnaire to all deposito				48		Alton P. Tisdel		7,714,394				RPP 1932		2,090,099		good article

		1933		499				pg 49 also, results of the questionnaire are here and suggestions for revising the system.				48				8,255,490				RPP 1933		1,888,564

		1934						not included in the report although there is interesting info on pg13				48				10,459,964				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1935						not included in the report although there is interesting info on pg43				48		John A. McLean		9,499,205				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1936						not included in the report, but there is a lengthy discussion of depository libraries on pg 62-68				48		Alton P. Tisdel		8,832,162				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1937		517				not included in the report, but there is a lengthy discussion of depository libraries on pg 63-65				48		Alton P. Tisdel		10,074,337				gov depos

		1938						not included but interesting notes on 110-111				48		Alton P. Tisdel		11,546,273				RPP 1938 pg 107

		1939						pg 86 talks about the lack of funds to do a study				48				12,748,804				RPP 1939

		1940										48

		1941										48

		1942										48

		1943										48

		1944										48

		1945		555								48								snapshots of fdlp

		1946										48

		1947		558								48								hernon

		1948										48

		1949										48

		1950										48

		1951										48

		1952										48

		1953										48

		1954										48

		1955										48

		1956										48

		1957										48

		1958										48

		1959										50

		1960

		1961		592																Gov. Dep. Libraries

		1962		603																Gov. Dep. Libraries

		1963		612																1963 Com. Print

		1964

		1965

		1966

		1967		900																1967 Com. Print

		1968		943																Govt. Depos. Lib. 1968 Feb

		1969		979																1969 com. Print

		1970				1028

		1971				1053

		1972		1050		1082														Act of Aug. 10 1972 found in Legislative Hisotories of the Laws Affecting the U.S. Government Printing Office as Codified in Title 44 of the U.S. Code V. 2B

		1973				1119

		1974				1150

		1975				1169

		1976				1200

		1977				1216

		1978				1230

		1979		1217		1328														4th Re;ort to the Public Printer Depos. Lib. Council

		1980				1341

		1981				1352

		1982				1366

		1983 (9/30)		1381		1380

		1984		1391		1390

		1985 (9/30)		1390		1389

		1986		1394		1391														RPP 1986

		1987				1393

		1988		1394		1394														RPP 1988

		1989		1396		1398														RPP 1989

		1990 (9/30)		1398		1399

		1991 (9/30)		1400		1401

		1992 (9/30)		1404		1406

		1993 (9/30)		1404		1400

		1994 (9/30)		1390		1391

		1995		1386		1388														Ad Notes V16#17

		1996		1391		1378				364

		1997 (10/30)		1363		1366

		1998		1360		1360														LPS 1998

		1999		1346		1340														LPS 1999

		2000		1328		1335														LPS 2000

		2001		1313		1314														LPS 2001

		2002 (4/5)		1307		1304														Depository Library Directory can be found at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/tools/ldirect.html
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stats

		1895		419

		1896		445		26

		1897		478		33

		1898		510		32

		1899		508		-2

		1900		506		-2

		1901		503		-3

		1902		502		-1

		1903		501		-1

		1904		500		-1

		1905		485		-15

		1906		470		-15

		1907		474		4

		1908		472		-2

		1909		468		-4

		1910		466		-2

		1911		464		-2

		1912		463		-1

		1913		475		12

		1914		480		5

		1915		482		2

		1916		484		2

		1917		484		0

		1918		482		-2

		1919		478		-4

		1920		476		-2

		1921		473		-3

		1922		472		-1

		1923		421		0

		1924		446		25

		1925		462		16

		1926		468		6

		1927		472		4

		1928		477		5

		1929		492		15

		1930		500		8

		1931		498		-2

		1932		504		6

		1933		499		-5

		1934		504		5

		1935		508		4

		1936		514		6

		1937		517		3

		1938		524		7

		1939		529		5

		1940		534		5

		1941		540		6

		1942		544		4

		1943		549		5

		1944		552		3

		1945		555		3

		1946		558		3

		1947		558		0

		1948		558		0

		1949		559		1

		1950		559		0

		1951		560		1

		1952		561		1

		1953		562		1

		1954		563		1

		1955		563		0

		1956		565		2

		1957		569		4																										Extrapolation 1963-1969

		1958		574		5																												326		434

		1959		579		5																										83		25.46%		110		594

		1960		584		5																										35		10.74%		47		704

		1961		592		8																										37		11.35%		49		751

		1962		603		11																										46		14.11%		61		800

		1963		612		9																										43		13.19%		57		862

		1964		751		139																										23		7.06%		31		919

		1965		800		49																										32		9.82%		43		949

		1966		860		60																										27		8.28%		36		992

		1967		900		40																										326		100.00%

		1968		943		43

		1969		979		36

		1970		1028		49

		1971		1053		25

		1972		1082		29

		1973		1119		37

		1974		1150		31

		1975		1169		19

		1976		1200		31

		1977		1216		16

		1978		1230		14

		1979		1328		98

		1980		1341		13

		1981		1352		11

		1982		1366		14

		1983		1380		14

		1984		1390		10

		1985		1389		-1

		1986		1391		2

		1987		1393		2

		1988		1394		1

		1989		1398		4

		1990		1399		1

		1991		1401		2

		1992		1406		5

		1993		1400		-6

		1994		1391		-9

		1995		1388		-3

		1996		1378		-10

		1997		1366		-12

		1998		1360		-6

		1999		1340		-20

		2000		1335		-5

		2001		1314		-21

		2002		1304		-10
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		Table 1 - Number of Depository Libraries 1895-2002 With Overall

		Gain or Loss from Previous Year

		Year		Total # of Depository Libraries		Total +/- From Previous Year		Year		Total # of Depository Libraries		Total +/- From Previous Year

		1895		419				1949*		559		1

		1896		445		26		1950*		559		0

		1897		478		33		1951*		560		1

		1898		510		32		1952*		561		1

		1899*		508		-2		1953*		562		1

		1900*		506		-2		1954*		563		1

		1901*		503		-3		1955		563		0

		1902*		502		-1		1956*		565		2

		1903*		501		-1		1957*		569		4

		1904		500		-1		1958*		574		5

		1905*		485		-15		1959*		579		5

		1906*		470		-15		1960*		584		5

		1907		474		4		1961		592		8

		1908*		472		-2		1962		603		11

		1909*		468		-4		1963		612		9

		1910*		466		-2		1964*		751		139

		1911*		464		-2		1965*		800		49

		1912		463		-1		1966*		860		60

		1913*		475		12		1967		900		40

		1914*		480		5		1968		943		43

		1915		482		2		1969		979		36

		1916		484		2		1970		1028		49

		1917		484		0		1971		1053		25

		1918		482		-2		1972		1082		29

		1919*		478		-4		1973		1119		37

		1920		476		-2		1974		1150		31

		1921		473		-3		1975		1169		19

		1922		472		-1		1976		1200		31

		1923		421		0		1977		1216		16

		1924		446		25		1978		1230		14

		1925		462		16		1979		1328		98

		1926		468		6		1980		1341		13

		1927*		472		4		1981		1352		11

		1928		477		5		1982		1366		14

		1929		492		15		1983		1380		14

		1930		500		8		1984		1390		10

		1931		498		-2		1985		1389		-1

		1932		504		6		1986		1391		2

		1933		499		-5		1987		1393		2

		1934*		504		5		1988		1394		1

		1935*		508		4		1989		1398		4

		1936*		514		6		1990		1399		1

		1937		517		3		1991		1401		2

		1938*		524		7		1992		1406		5

		1939*		529		5		1993		1400		-6

		1940*		534		5		1994		1391		-9

		1941*		540		6		1995		1388		-3

		1942*		544		4		1996		1378		-10

		1943*		549		5		1997		1366		-12

		1944*		552		3		1998		1360		-6

		1945		555		3		1999		1340		-20

		1946*		558		3		2000		1335		-5

		1947		558		0		2001		1314		-21

		1948*		558		0		2002		1304		-10

		These Figures Were Reported in the Annual Report of the Pulbic Printer (Washington, D.C.: GPO) or

		Government Depository Libraries (Washington D.C.: GPO) for those years at the end of the fiscal year.

		This number is not given for each year.  Those years with * are extrapolated from the total, or were given in

		a secondary source at a non-standard time.

																Is the FDLP a Dinosaur?       p.11





		qualitative study Luke and Aric

		Reason		Number		%				Number of Total Libraries

		Staff or Funding		22		59%				54		0.9642857143

		Internet		16		43%				37		0.6607142857

		Proximity to Selective or Regional		8		22%

		Space		7		19%

		Lack of Use		6		16%

		Diminished Value of program.		3		8%

		Inability to meet GPO Standards		3		8%

		Quantitative Study Luke and Aric

						74

		Internet		58		78%

		Cost		43		58%

		Proximity to Selective		34		46%

		Proximity to Regional		26		35%

		Space		11		15%

		Lack of Use		8		11%

		Staffing		8		11%

		Low relevancy of materials		3		4%

		Couldn't Provide public access		1		1%

		Quantitative Study Hernon, McClure, and Purcell

						32		40

		Lack of Use		23		72%

		Proximity to Selective or Regional		21		66%

		Space Limitations		20		63%

		Professional Staff		12		38%

		Support Staff		11		34%

		Cost		6		19%
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