Library Assignment 3

 1. 20 points. When we discussed the collapse of the Harbour Cay condominium building in class, we found that something called “punching shear” was a contributing factor. If we want to learn more, there’s an organization called the American Concrete Institute that publishes some important journals about concrete construction and concrete structures. One of these journals is called the ACI Structural Journal and it has included articles about punching shear several times. How many articles can you find that have been published in this journal with punching shear in the title?  Using all three of these search tools – COMPENDEX, CSA, and Google – answer the following questions:

 a) Are you able to find ONLY articles that were published in ACI Structural Journal with punching shear in the title?

 b) What search terms gives the best results for each search tool? 

 c) How many articles did you find with each search tool that were published in ACI Structural Journal and have punching shear in the title?

Hint: the jargon for looking up the name of the journal isn’t always as obvious as using “author” for the name of the author. COMPEDEX uses “serial title” while CSA uses either “journal name” or “source.”

 2. 20 points. In class, I talked a bit about the technology Google.com uses to find & rank websites. If their technology was truly unique and special, we would expect that Google.com has patented it. Using either the U.S. Patent Office (http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html) or Google patents (http://www.google.com/patents) answer the following questions. 

 a) How many patents does Google.com hold?

 b) What search query did you use to find Google.com’s patents?

 c) What search query would you use to find patents Google.com holds that are specifically about ranking?

 d) How many patents does Google.com hold on ranking?

Hint: patents have their own distinct jargon. Under patent law, only a person—not a company—can be the author or “inventor” of a patent. A company that holds a patent is known as the “assignee.” In Google patents, the “advanced search” option works best.

 3. 20 points. A friend of yours in another class is trying to find some articles but she’s having trouble. Her professor told her to read two articles written by David McCullough about U.S. naval history, but he couldn’t remember the titles of the articles. He did say that both of them could be found in the library’s “Academic Search Premier” database. Since you learned how to do effective searches in CAE100, your friend knew she could count on you for help. The search she tried is shown in the attached printout.

 a) How would you advise your friend to change her search query?

 b) Attach a printout showing the search query that returns exactly the two results your friend was looking for.

Hint: the author’s name is spelled correctly.

