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CEXEVIL CHICAGO, VIEW OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IN THE CENTER OF TIE CITY, PROM TWENTV-SECOND STREET TO CUICAGD AVENUE, LOOEING TOWARDS THE EAST OVER THE CIVIC CENTER TO GRANT .
AXD LAKE AICHIGAN.
Tainted for the Commertial Claly by Juls Guerin

The post office site lies along the central axis of congress parkway proposed by Daniel Burnham in The Plan of Chicago.
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7 236 UNITED STATES POST OFFICE. CHICAGO'

() max RIGOT i) CHICAGO AERIAL SURVEY CO.

The Old Chicago Main Post Office was constructed in 1932, before the Eisenhower Expressway. The building was designed to AREE ME g . _ = :
accommodate the planned extension of Congress Parkway and in 1953 it cut through the building. Eiiinlainy éxpressway Photo by Penrod

PRE-Eisenhower Expressway POST-1953
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. : TO BE BUILT
Blggest POSt Offlce IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO is to have the largest post
office in the world. The fifty-acre,
twelve-story building will be com-
pleted and ready for occupancy within
about a year and a half, according to a
recent announcement of the United
States Post Office Department, It will
be able to care for the 19,000,000 letters
a day expected by 1043, in addition to
the parcel post packages and newspapers.
In one year, it is estimated, the total
amount of mail handled would be suffi-
cient to fill completely a structure four
times its size.

More like a factory than a post office

FEED CONVEYOR BRINGS
IN PACKAGES

OPERATOR DROPS

Jl |. 1 = \_ HOPPERS TO .,
I . ? : < \:w:me TABLE, -
! | : S X : =
|
i )
| = |
1 i- 1
| SOUTH>
| i WEST
| | /R :

’ CHUTES TO | ¢ > !
| n et CONVEYORS WHERE PARCEL POST PACKAGES (¥iji A P T BAGS OF LETTERS
| —_GET THEIR FIRST SORTING J\‘r ’ " 3 i T0 BE DISPATCHED
| CONVEYORS _ ! —~, EMPLOYEES DROP LETTERS | |

CARRY LETTERS » T | INTO HOLES ACCORPING
] = 1 TO ANOTHER s - TO DPESTINATION
1 4 4 DEPARTMENT | e — -  LETTERS ARE
18 L FOR FURTHER p T CANCELLING ST ARRANGED
SoRTING MACHINE STAMPS i It o b Aty
AND FINAL~ i L8 N 36,000 LETTERS . | : FOR CANCELLING. ON|
4 \ 2 O g 2 : FACING TABLE AND
r— ‘ | - Z IN SLOTS |
' 1
—
¢'26-MAN UNITS LIKE THIS ONE CANCEL AND SORT|
OUTGOING LETTERS
5 1 i p B ETTS MAILSHUNTED OFF FEED CONVEYOR. - are the workings of this structure, Motor
- | | nr 1 : . OPERATOR DROPS THEM ONTO PROPER trucks, one every minute, will bring in
T - i f il ' D g B ' letters from collection boxes throughout
; k » | ¥ » siioe the city. These letters will be shot
: - = upward in elevators to the upper floors,
. 4 and travel by gravity down through the
. : i building. By the time they reach the
d f 3 k ". ground floor they will be canceled,
. L ¥ [ o | ILLINOIS : 2 sorted, and ready for dispatch by train
I b CENTRAL N Y LA / i .
Iy ! i STATION ° - ’ or airplane. On this page our artist
7 A i il . “PLATFORM shows some of the mechanical devices
t.i‘ o 4 ¥ behind the scenes that will speed letters.
f;'LI i In the parcel post room, for example,
e : an attendant drops packages from a
L E - | \ main belt upon conveyors that classify
- wslilamumn BY NEW A R 4 | them by states. Where the volume of
WO i IN ONE YEAR Rg \ - A mail requires two conveyors for one
_ ; A BUILDING_FOUR TiMEsS IR 2 7 HOW MAIL BAGS ARE FINALL state, mail for cities with the initials “A”
A ITS HEIGHT DISTRIBUTED TO LOADING PLAT- apl» “MT to 42
K : to “L” goes on one belt, and “M" to “Z
- e ' _ _ FORMS FOR SHIPMENT o6 the cébes







The post office was abandoned by the postal service in 1997 and remains unused to this day.
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UNITED STATES POST OFFICE, CHICAGO
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SCALE



The Old Post Office has a floor
area of 3,000,000 square feet
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The area of the post office is equal to the area of the John Hancock Center.






In the Post Office, you could live in a new
8'X 10" room every day for 100 years.
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RECREATION & RETAIL
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1953 1997 2015

MONUMENTAL ADAPTATION: REIMAGINING THE OLD CHICAGO POST OFFICE

Built in 1932, the Old Chicago Main Post Office was the largest post office in the world at three million square feet.
It was designed to accommodate the extension of Congress Parkway and in 1953 the Eisenhower Expressway
cut a void through the center of the building. Finally the Post Office was vacated in 1997 and remains unused
to this day. This project proposes the adaptation of the Post Office into a hybrid fieldhouse that contains public

recreation and retail space. This proposal keeps the Post Office public, utilizing income generated through retail
to maintain the building for Chicagoans. Recreation program is inserted into voids carved out of the original
building. Retail occupies the peripheral space, surrounding the voids.
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