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Project Goals:

Elevator Statement:
This project is about Renovation of Pritzker Park with
refurbishing an underutilized urban pocket park, by adding
a public community facility.

Case Statement
This renovating of Pritzker Park, which is beside W. Van Buren Street and S. State
Street, is necessary to vitalize this neglected park. This is because the park doesn’t
play a role even as an urban rest space. Namely, it is hard for people to take a rest
even at lunchtime. Although there are a lot of students who stay around the park
for long time in a day because of a few of education institutions and Chicago
Public Library, they are not its main users. However, they can be if a facility where
they can perform and enjoy their own cultural activities is established. Its
renovation will contain a facility that integrates culture, leisure and recreation
functions.
For the sake of making sure of programmatic characteristics, there is an additional
importantly-considered environment around this park. The park adjoins Library
Station for South Loop of Chicago CTA and a lot of offices exist around here.
It means there are a lot of commuters and float population as daily office workers.
This facility will provide them vitalization by arranging a various spaces where they
can take a rest or enjoy students’ performing activities on their
routine commuting path.
The most important space for this facility is a multifunctional open space as a
plaza. This main function is for an inner park because of the origin of this site. The
added one is a performing stage and auditorium. The other sub and supporting
programs such as exhibition rooms are arranged in surrounding this open space.

 To revitalize an under-utilized urban central park and
provide some pleasant experiences

 To accommodate community interaction and pride
through facilities that support various cultural activities

 To propose a new program which is adjusted to an
expecting future era

 A characteristic of healthy cities is the ability to support social and cultural
activities in both interior and exterior environments.

 A successful community asset is comfortable, affordable, accessible and
sustainable.

 Existing parks in the city of Chicago create a multitude of beneficial synergies by
cooperating with the communities they serve.

 The positive qualities of the existing Pritzker Park should be emphasized while
the challenges are mitigated.

 A community facility has a multifunctional and flexible space where a variety of
activities are easily perceivable at any surrounding places to stimulate people’s
interests and encourage their activities.

Guiding Principles
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Parks in Chicago

7600+ acres of parkland 
570 parks 
534 baseball fields 
2 wheelchair softball/baseball fields 
518 playgrounds 
90 accessible playgrounds 
220 stunning facilities (most can play host to your next event) 
24 miles of lakefront 
31 beaches 
15 accessible beach walks 
86 pools 
70 accessible pool features 
70 fitness centers 
18 dog friendly areas 
10 museums 
9 harbors 
9 ice skating rinks 
8 skate parks 
6 golf courses 
90 gardens 
50 community gardens 
2 world-class conservatories 
17 historic lagoons 
11 savannas/woodlands 
5 wetlands 
22 prairies/grasslands 
1 nature center 
1 urban farm 
1 organic greenhouse 

Chicago has various kinds and numerous
numbers of parks. However, these parks are
not for general citizens’ relaxing places
during weekdays, but for special event
place during weekends. That is, urban
Plazas located in Chicago downtown are
friendlier for them to enjoy rest in their day
lives.

Contents of Chicago Park District
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Urban Structure of Downtown

Potential Users

Commuters

Immediate Users

Pritzker Park doesn’t have 
immediate users because 
there isn’t a public service 
facility in the park.
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Site Analysis: Transportations

Jackson Station:
Red Line

Bus Stop

Library Station:
The L
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Site Analysis: Neighborhood

Distribution of Colleges

General Colleges

Art Schools

Music and Performance Schools

Site

Library

Museum

Auditorium

Distribution of Cultural Facilities
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Site Analysis: Neighborhood

Demographics

FIFTH FLOOR
Government Publications
Municipal Reference Collection 
Social Sciences Periodicals 
Talking Book Center (Books for the 
Blind, Visually Impaired or Physically 
Disabled) 

SIXTH FLOOR
Social Sciences & History 

SEVENTH FLOOR
Literature and Language 
Chicago Authors Room 

EIGHTH FLOOR
Visual and Performing Arts
Listening/Viewing Center 
Music Practice Rooms 

NINTH FLOOR
Corporate and Private Events 
Special Collections and Preservation
Harold Washington Archives and 
Collections 
Special Collections Exhibit Halls 
Winter Garden

LOWER LEVEL
Cindy Pritzker Auditorium
South Hall 
Multipurpose Rooms
Video Theater 

FIRST FLOOR
Information Desk 
Popular Library
YOUmedia

SECOND FLOOR
Thomas Hughes Children's Library 

THIRD FLOOR
General Information Services
Circulation Desk 
Computer Commons
Book Check-Out and Check-In 
Library Card and Voter Registration 
Applications 
Copy Center 
Interlibrary Loan 
Newspapers and General Periodicals 

FOURTH FLOOR
Business, Science & Technology 

Harold Washington Library Center of Chicago Public Library
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History of Pritzker Park

1990

T h e l a s t
building was
demolished

1991

Pritzker park
was opened

•The Harold Washington 
Library was under 
construction.
•The City developed the 
park as an outdoor 
enhancement to the new 
library.

•Ronald Jones 
designed with 
inspiration by The 
Banquet

1993

100 boulders
were installed
throughout
the Loop

•To commemorate 
the achievements 
of 100 important 
Chicago women, 
including several 
in and near the 
park.

2008

District assumed 
ownership of 
Pritzker Park in 
2008

•Hoerr Schaudt
landscape architects  
redesigned the park.

19991997

the new Library-
State/Van Buren 
station was 
opened 
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Stakeholders

LEADERSHIP

DCA
T h e C h i c a g o
Department of
Cultural Affairs

DIRECT 
STAKEHOLDER

COMMUTERS

STUDENTS

ADMINISTRATORS

FACILITIES
DIRECTOR

TOURIST

CONTEXT

INDIRECT 
STAKEHOLDER

PARENTS &
SIBLINGS

CITIZENS

CURATORS

FINANCE

TOUR AGENCY

MAINTENANCE

OPERATIONS

URBAN DESIGN

GENERAL
STAKEHOLDER

TRANSPORTATION

SOCIETY

CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT

ENERGY USE

CODE
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Program

Digitalized 
Intelligence

Traditional Library

Street furniture

Open Space
Landscape

2D Information

New Library

3D Virtual Performance

Editing

Creating

Interacting

Relaxation

Path
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Program: Relationship

Multipurpose 
Hall

Library-Van Buren Station

Jackson Station

Bust Stop

Gathering Plaza

Digital Plaza

Cafe

Virtual Lecture
Room

Virtual Creating
Room

Private Working Rooms

Visitors

Digital Library
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Basic Idea

Landform: Park and Programs are integrated 
each other. As a result, Users can have various 
activities on the same place, and also perceive 
and enjoy them simultaneously .
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Design Strategy
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Design Process

Present Implanting Programs: Wrapping Programs Linking with Public 
Transportations:

Adding Extra

Digital Library
+

Bike Station

Digital Landform
Circulation

Apartments
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Space Concept: Section Study of Digital Library

Scheme 1

Scheme 2
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Mass Studies

Programs > Park Programs < Park Programs + Park Programs = Park

Alt -1 Alt -2 Alt -3 Alt -4

Studies for Landforms

Studies for Proportion of Tower

Low Medium High
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Modules

One Person

 Editing
 Researching
 Studying
 Amusing

Two Persons Three Persons

 Co-working
 Sharing Info
 Teaching & Learning
 Playing

More Persons

 Virtual Lecture
 Conference

Hologram: Supporting Technology for Future Medium Units: Visual Lab
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Plans: Circulations
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Plans: Ground Floor

State Street
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Plans: 2nd Floor
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 Virtual Community Hall
 Virtual Activity Rooms
 Cafe
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Plans: 3rd Floor SCALE: 1”/32’

Multipurpose Hall

Individual+ Small Group Studios

The
L:Platfo

rm
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Plans: 4th Floor SCALE: 1”/32’
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Plans: 5th ~ 10th Floor SCALE: 1”/32’
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Plans: Detail of Digital Plaza



Appendix
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The Origin of Community Space

The Agora was an open "place of assembly" in ancient Greek city-states. There 
were two functions of the Agora. The first function was political, that is citizens 
would gather in the Agora for military duty or to hear statements of the ruling 
king or council. The other is commercial. Namely, the Agora served as a 
marketplace where merchants kept stalls or shops to sell their goods amid 
colonnades.

1. Athenian Agora



Pritzker Mediatheque
Renovation of Pritzker Park

The Origin of Community Space

A forum (Latin, "marketplace"; pl. fora) was the public space in the 
middle of a Roman city. It is part of the centralized area around which 
the ancient Roman civilization developed.
In addition to its standard function as a marketplace, a forum was a 
gathering place of great social significance, and often the scene of 
diverse activities, including political discussions and debates, 
rendezvous, meetings, et cetera.

2. Roman Forum
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Precedents

Design
In any case the building is commanding. From its location on the North Loop,
it has earned worldwide attention. Massive in size, the James R. Thompson
Center reaches 332 feet (100m) into the air and occupies 1,193,163 square feet
(110.000 sq m) of space. The building, originally known as the State of Illinois
Center, cost $89 million to build.
The structure is a low-block design. The glass-enclosed steel structure, with a
curving, sloping façade, boasts 17 stories, with 2 additional floors underground.
The exposed steel is red and the cladding bright turquoise, making for a
colorful sight.

Atrium
The most spectacular aspect of the building is its soaring cylindrical atrium
which extends through the roof to a skylight. Glass elevator shafts project into
the atrium as well, and the view of the gigantic Concourse Level from the 72-
foot-diameter (22 meter) open cut out of the lobby can be breathtaking.

Inside
As the principal state government building in Chicago, the James R. Thompson
Center houses most of the state government agencies but also includes a large
commercial area that features lots of shops and restaurants. Inside, you’ll also
find what’s been dubbed as one of the world’s largest collections of
contemporary artwork by Chicago natives. More than 600 works of art make
their permanent home at the James R. Thompson Center, ranging from
photographs to oil paintings to wood sculptures.

1. James R. Thompson Center, CHICAGO
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Precedents

2. MOMA, NEW YORK

MoMA's library and archives hold 
over 300,000 books, artist books, 
and periodicals, as well as 
individual files on more than 
70,000 artists. The archives contain 
primary source material related to 
the history of modern and 
contemporary art.



Pritzker Mediatheque
Renovation of Pritzker Park

Precedents

3. LERNER HALL STUDENT CENTER, NEW YORK

Rooms 
Roone Arledge Auditorium 
Roone Arledge Cinema 
Black Box Theater 
Satow Conference Room 
Party Space 
2 music practice rooms 
5 conference rooms 
2 ramp lounges 
2 multi-purpose rooms 

Dining
Cafe 212 
Ferris Booth Commons 
Cafe East 

Facilities 
Mail Services 
Columbia Bookstore 
Citibank ATM 

Offices 
Health Services offices 
Administrative offices 
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Precedents

4. Rolex Learning Centre, Lausanne, Switzerland 

The main library, containing 500,000 
printed works, is one of the largest 
scientific collections in Europe; four 
large study areas can accommodate 
860 students with office space for 
over 100 EPFL and other employees; a 
state-of-the-art multimedia library will 
give access to 10,000 online journals 
and 17,000 e-books, and there are 
teaching areas including 10 
ʻbubblesʼ for seminars, group work 
and other meetings and a Language 
and Multimedia Center and 
associated administration offices.
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