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Locate and determine Compatibility

Residents voluntarily participate in the 
system, benefiting from the whole. So-
cial interactions, block orientated activi-
ties, and housing arrangements expand 
and contract over time.
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Existing Block Unit

Framework
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Permanent Physical Requirements

Organizational Guides

Programmatic Flexiblity

Overlap
The objective of this overlay is 
to reprogram these currently 
vacant spaces in order to pro-
vide a new housing typlogy 
while creating a more stable 
urban environment.

These vacant spaces are preg-
nant with opportunity, how-
ever, the in�exibility with the 
current zoning, the spaces 
serve nothing more than side-
walks.

The overlay provides an organi-
zational structure (congruent 
with the existing structure), that 
allows overlaps of �exibility 
within the block as shared 
space.

The housing typology shown 
here in overlaps individuals to 
serve individual purposes, the 
overlay is the mechanism which 
allows the two to function as 
one.
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The activites zone provide the 
most �exibility for the block as a 
whole. These spaces are able to 
expand or contract as necessary.

It also provides assignability for 
maintenence. Designated space 
allows for clear chore assignments 
as well as identity for those who 
use it/

Activities

The activites zone provide the 
most �exibility for the block as a 
whole. These spaces are able to 
expand or contract as necessary.

It also provides assignability for 
maintenence. Designated space 
allows for clear chore assignments 
as well as identity for those who 
use it/
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Extension of Personal Space

Activities

Service (Detain Water)

HOA Established

Individual Needs

1-4
Cluster Needs

6-8
Block Needs
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Extension of Personal Space

Owner

Tenant

Threshold

Eyes
New construction shall 
provide direct line of 
sight for both the owner 
and tenant.

With boundaries rede-
�ned and the individual to 
block relationship 
changed, eyes can scan 
entire Inner Block.

Since block space is 
shared, all have an equal 
stake and therefore are 
concrened with its well 
being.

Diagram

Street

Inner Block

Private Ownership
House

OverlayOverlap

Owner

Tenant

Circulation
Overlapped space shall 
provide a connection 
from the street to the 
Inner Block.

With this space spanning 
through the depth of the 
house there is potiential 
for a contiuous ow of air.
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In Chicago, income is directly tied to housing op-
tions, and therefore location. This trend has created 
extreme pockets of those that have, and those that 
have not. What can be observed is that location de-
terminacy has led to severe urban problems. Large 
areas of unoccupied land, extreme deterioration, 
and crime.

The purpose of this overlay is to provide the proper 
mechanics that allows a new type of home owner-
ship while addressing current urban decay.

The landscape is a quilt of necessity. The block coordinates 
the population of the landscape based on the surrounding 
needs of its participants.
 

In order to make any urban change, the mechanism must occur at the scale of 
the problem, in this case, the block becomes the unit of measure. The overlay 
attempts to be democratic. It establishes basic rules based on the existing block 
requirements while providing flexibility within. 

The house is the keystone of the Overlay. It is the needs on the individual level, per-
mitted by the bureaucratic mechanism, which could provide a catalyst for change in 
areas suffering from urban decay. 

Year 2 Year 8 Year 16

e.g. Garfield Park

New Block framework for 
self-governing flexibility.

LandscapeOverlay House
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Bene�ts

Easier to transition between 
properties

Shorter time commitment

Less responsibility

No �nancial risk or reward

Bene�ts

Stability and Security

Building �nancial equity

Ownership increases 
stewardship

Higher level of community 
and political involvement

Mortgage payment is usually 
less that a comperable rental

Responsible for upkeep

Drawbacks
Limited �exibility with 
lending instituion

Investment is suscept-
able market �uctuations

Drawbacks

Lack of stewardship or care 
of property

No means for building 
equity within property

Rent is usually more than a 
comperable mortgage 
payment
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Tenant buys out Owner

Owner

Tenant

Owner remains
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Family of Two, No Kids
First House

Grows a small Garden

New Family has children

Builds Playground

Single Man
Recent Foreclosure Victim 

Shares Lawn

Single Man
Buys out Owner 

Shares Lawn and Garden

Single Man president 
of HOA

Manages deployment 
of future Activities.

Family of Two moves 
out of system to buy 
Single-Family home.

Single Woman, Two Kids

Builds Playground

Single Woman remains a 
part of system, enjoying the 
social support.

Member of neighborhood  
Volleyball Team

Owner and Tenant Tenant OwnerOwner and Tenant OwnerRenter Owner Owner
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Flex
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100’


