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In the past decades, China has undergone a high-speed 
urbanization all over the country. In order to fulfill the 
rapid growing needs of  residential buildings, a great 
amount of  low-rise (6-8 stories) subsidized multi-family 
housing projects were built in 1970s and 1980s.
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Mix-use 
Multi- Generational 
Housing 
in China and retrofit subsidized housing area with neigborhood facilities and open space
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Since the projects were erected quickly and on a limit-
ed budget, the public spaces and facilities were poorly 
planned, designed and constructed. Consequently, chil-
dren have no play ground near their homes, sport fields 
and facilities are few and always crowded, and no spaces 
for outdoor activities and very few public libraries exist.

The problem I will address in the project is how to develop a new large housing 
complex in the existing subsidized residential area. The new type of  housing 
will be designed for the aging society, also improve the living environment for 
the existing area with public amenities and open space.

Although I will create a particular design for Huoxing, the concept generated 
here my be useful in many other new development in the subsidized housing 
area.
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Economical 
apartment 
for children 
and grand-
children

Elderly apart-
ment for 
grand-parents

Nurse and common rooms for elderly

Key word: public facilities

public facilities 

Key word: more open space

using the roof of the base floor to create more 
open space.
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Plan diagram for elderly apartment

Key word: aging society; multi- generational living tradition
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Wang’s Family:
•	 Wang worked for a shoe factory; his wife was a nurse. They 

both retired.

Li’s Family:
•	 Wang was a chef in a small restaurant; his wife was a 

retal seller. They both retired.
•	 Li’s wife is in wheelchair because a surgery years ago. 

However, their apartment is not accessible, so she 
can barely go out.

Wang: 69

Xiao Li: 29Xiao Wang: 31

Wang’s son:  Xiao Wang Li’s daughter:  Xiao Li

Their daughter: Xiao Hua

Xiao Hua: 4

Mandatory re-
tire age for all 
the government 
owned facility 
and company:
Men is 60; 
Women is 50.

A Humanistic 
Response:

One-child policy 
causes many fam-
ily in 4-2-1 pat-
tern.

Xiao Wang & Xiao Li’s family:
•	 Xiao Wang works for govern-

ment; 
•	 Xiao Li is a elementary teach-

er.

Wang’ wife: 58 Li: 67 Li’s wife: 66
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Problems 
for the families:

A common scenario:

•	 Both parents want 
more time with 
their children and 
grand-daughter 

•	 Li’s apartment is 
not accessible, so 
Li’s wife can barely 
go out.

•	 All elderly feel a 
sense of emptiness 
because retiring so 
young.

•	 Xiao Hua doesn’t 
have outdoor play 
ground.

Too much population 
causes early retire age, 
one child policy, ex-
tremely housing pres-
sure, too little land for 
open space, little or no 
public facilities. Also, it 
causes the lost of many 
long tradition. The los-
ing of multi- genera-
tional living is just one 
of them. This project is 
a humanistic architec-
tural response to the 
social problems.

Xiao Wang & Xiao Li 
moves into the apart-
ment.economical 

apartment

day care elderly apartmentpublic facility

Li and his wife moves into the eld-
erly apartment.
It is on the ground floor and acces-
sible. They rent out their old apart-
ment, using the money pay for the 
elderly apartment. Li’s wife enjoys 
so much doing gardening in the 
courtyard.

Xiao Hua goes to the day 
care center.
She is so happy that her 
friends and she finally have 
a place outside to play the 
“chasing” game.

Wang’s wife who used 
to be a nurse volun-
teer working for the 
elderly apartment. 
She is happy that she 
can help others again. 
Also, she can see her 
grand-daughter every-
day!

Wang goes to the game 
room, playing chase and 
Pingpong with his old 
friends everyday!

Solution:

A multi- generational housing has been recently developed in Wang’s 
neighbourhood.  

What is subsidized housing? What’s wrong with it? What is the project?


