
EXPLODED PERSPECTIVE

SITE HISTORY

SECTIONS ELEVATIONS

cafe

recording 

studio

theater

library

greenspace

performance circulation

learning program

practice program

individual 

practice

collaboration 

space

collaboration 

space

classrooms

classrooms

rehearsal 

space

west elevation [w/o panels] south elevation [w/o panels]

west elevation south elevatione-w section n-s section

SCALE:  1/32”=1’-0” SCALE:  1/32”=1’-0”

panel 

backing

practice tower

[looking east]

approach from washington park

[looking west]

entry sequence

[looking northeast]

operable metal 

mesh facade

panel 

backing

operable steel 

mesh facade

captain walter henri dyett robert taylor homes chicago 2016 summer olympics bid

Appointed in 1931 as band director at Wendell Phillips 

High School, Captain Walter Henri Dyett trained more 

than 20,000 musicians until his retirement from DuSable 

High School in 1961. His students include music giants such 

as Von Freeman, Nat “King” Cole, Eddie Harris, Bo Diddly, 

Dinah Washington, Johnny Griffin, and Gene Harris.
eddie harris

[saxophone]

bo diddley

[guitar, vocalist]

nat king cole

[piano, vocalist]

Once largest public housing project in the United States, 

this development was ironically named after Chicago 

Housing Authority (CHA) board member and African- 

American activist Robert Taylor who resigned in 1950 

when the city council refused to endorse building 

locations that would induce racially integrated housing.

The ill fated Chicago bid for the 2016 Summer Olympics 

was a campaign by the city of Chicago to be selected by 

the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the host city 

for the 2016 Summer Olympics. Had Chicago been selected, 

many primary Olympic venues would have been located in 

Washington Park.
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The proposed site is located in the center 

of Chicago’s south side, making it an ideal 

location for a regional music education and 

performace center benefiting Chicago’s 

underpriveledged youth.

Merit School of Music

The goal of this project, to provide children 

access to musical education and 

exploration, is far from a singular effort in 

Chicago. This map also shows the location 

of the Merit School of music and the 

locations of its “Merit Bridges” Outreach 

program. What is demonstrated is the clear 

need for a more centralized location to 

serve Chicago’s potential south side music 

students.
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