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Eighthtermism

The well established final examination ter-
minating the majority of Ilinois Tech’s courses
has finally enveloped the eighth term student.

This circumstance can be attributed to the
weakness of advanced students to a condition
we label “Eighthtermism.” It is not a synonym
for an overdose of social activity, for spring
fever or its like, but is a state in which a
student tries to complefe his college career by
figuratively “swimming with the tide with his
head just above water.” In other words, if is
the custom of many students to loaf during
their last ferm with discredit to themselves, to
their instructors and to our Institute. The final
exams for eight termers have been inaugurated
to aveid this difficulty.

Finals for graduating seniors have been
considered for a long time, but the tight sched-
ules never afforded the time, especially when
the Navy V.12 was here, but now they are
incorporated in school policy mostly because of
the aforesaid reasons, commented Dean of
Engineering, James C. Peebles. 1t is hoped that

fewer students will now bask in the sunshine
and glory of their first seven terms and work
instead to achieve a crowning triumph upon
receipt of their diploma.

There are some subordinale procedures that
will be followed in enforcing this new policy.
For example, the instructors of eighth term
subjects must, if they choose to give finals at
all, schedule them earlier than the regular ex-
ams. (For this term they will be taken before
June Tth, which is the date of the Senior Fare-
well), On the other hand, seniors enrolled in
freshman, sophomore or junior subjects will
be required to take finals at the regular sched-
uled time unless their grades warrant an excuse
by the instructor from taking the exam.

It is granted that students are usually the
busiest during their last term. Some take part
in 80 many organizations that they must keep
all meeting time duly recorded for fear they
will miss the session which overshadows an
ordinary dull class. In addition, tiie chiming of
the key chain, with its load of brass, informs
all that the wearer is a veteran at the college
game and is 2 busy man. Some seniors go to
all lengths taking interviews and tryving to
decide whether they are best qualified as =
president or vice-president, but they sometimes
forget that they yet hold no degree. A well
rounded activities program is no excuse for
poor work.

Fighthtermism can be cured; there iz a
vaceine. All that is required is a little spark
of intelligence, a little more burning of the
midnight oil, a Hitle cooperation, but most of

2 litthe more effort. 11 is hoped that
the finals will cultivate amd encourage this
effort.

Roger Orensteen,

“It Could H mpp@n to You”
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Cleave o the Slipstick—Let the Slopstick Foll Where 1t Moy

Ah, yes, here we are agaln with our o9 30}{8‘3, taken Trom
back issues of Tech News, Joe Miller’'s Handy Handbook, and

Saturday night taxi drivers.
R L1
A eertain night club advertis-
es a cherus of Gfty, but we are
positive some of them arem’t a
day over forty-five,
o {Fumes
EPITAPH TO MY WIFE
Here lies my wife,
Here let her lie
Now she’s at vest
And so am I,
e { o
Baek seat soprano:
stand for necking.”
B.8. bass: *Vou don't?”
B.8. soprane: “Ne, standing
malkes me tired.”
e ] T
“Did you see that young

“T dom’t

Modest:

lady smile at me?”

Buddy: “That’s nothing, the frst
time I saw you I laughed out loud.”
— T

Prof: “Why the quotation
marks all over this paper?”
Student: “Courtesy to the man
wn my right, Prof.”
e[ T
Marriage is like a card game.
They start with s pair; he shows a
diamond; she shows a flush, and they
end up with a full house.
e Tere
Witty: “What is the differ.
ence between a girl and @
horge?”
Puzzied: “I don’t know.”
Witly: “U'l bet you have some
swell dates.”

(See SLIPSTICK on Page 3)

)
:“ \A

.r %

cam P s

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This column is for expression of idens rom renders. Leftern

contsining not mere then 268 words wili

be printed. Anenymooe letters will not

be cenoidered for publication, although » writer’s nawe will be withicld from pub-

lieation if desired.)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Metric System

When one reads of the U.8. Army making tests on lqerman

rockets and jet planes a question arises

in my mind. How were

the Germans so far in advance of we Americans in science? I
realize that we did not wish to develop our science for destruction

as did the Germans. Now that we
know why they did it the question
remains: How? Could this be part
of the answer:

“In science as well as in all other
fields of learning, a good foundation
is important and the tools for their
development should be the best ob-
tainable, simple in nature and sim-
ple in reasoning.” We Americans
have the foundation but our tools
for thinking (ihe English system of
units) appear to be clumsy, confus-
ing and obsolete. I have heard it
said {vou engineers will agree} that
Americans waste halfl of their time

in ence straightening out the

English units and converting from

the English system to the metric
and vice versa. If thi:

scientific progress. Ask any man in
that field (for they have the expe-
rience) which system he would pre-
fer to use. Invariably the answer
to thi i would be “the met-
i : Because
are simple in na-
simple in reaso;
ame that we Amer

clence

here

the fools that

s do-

depavtment cqual to

or better than the German, though
not for destruction. Then eventually
the metric system will supplant the
English system. But the man in the
street would exclaim that it is rath-
er late to make this change. Howev-
er, remember that the longer the
English system vemains the meore
imbedded it becomes, making it still
more diffienlt to remove. Therefore,
the sooner the easier,

To accomplish the change is going
to be difficult, because not only does
this change need to be made in sci-
ence but in everything connected
with it, down to everyday life. Men
intending to be scientists musi be
w\mht from infancy a clear way of

. In elementary sehools met-
3 msthod\ of thought, reasoning,
units could be introduced. To
use of this educ
ment & nation-wide
nsugurated (o
i'x Engli

should be

now

1 bv

old, obsolete xy
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PT DIGS UP THE DIRT

“Hey, what's that, some new jive! ~
“Yeah, it’s ‘Steamshovel, Rickety Rickely’ ;
by the Digger and his Brok<>n Spades. Dlg’ me?"”
Maybe you haven’t been dug but it is nice to ‘
check.
£ # &

"The speech course effers more than described in the =
bulletin, at least for Shirley Langill. It seems that
the current el vk is for each dent to give some
sort of demonstration. One of the first events was pos-
ing for a pheto. The instructor called upen Shirley, the
only girl in the class, for & performance. During ﬂma
next session a tration of d&: was
with Miss Langill being the guinen pig once more., The
deviation from the schedule has aroused the class’ ex-
pectations to greater heights.

w ®

w

D. Mandel Freidlan has developed s peculiar -
psychosis which eauses him to register fright at
the sight of a classroom chair. In one class Man.
del's chair consistently topples over for seme un-
kmown reason. Non-partial observers believe that
Lois Graham, the red headed Tau Beta Pi girl, kas
a marked effect on his stability. Good or bad—it’s
a mew technigue anyway.

£ # *

The lstest endeavor of Bill McDonough is propo-
sitioning the coeds to enroll at “MecDonough’s School
of Charm.” The coufse of study includes “parlor ac-
robaties” with a practical lab course being conducted
by the “cute” Danny O’Connell, Upon graduation the
girl’s back is tatooed with a “Graduste of MeDonough’s l

Charm School.” This is purported to entice the wolves
at formals and beach partias.
o

Backing away into an abyss, the Digger
honorably leaves the column for a few more
days when it once more comes out, with » few
snatches of dirt.

THE DIGGERR

Faculty Facts. ..

by John F. Wolfe
Prof. John Henry Rushton, Cheirman of the Chemical
Engineering Depuriment. 2

Although John Henry Rushton has been at IIT
only six months, he has already impressed fellow fac- |
ulty members and students with his cordiality and in.
dustry.

Dr. Rushton, whose home town is New London,
Pennsylvania, began preparing for his career at the
University of Pennsylvania. During his undergradnate
days there he made his first visit to Chicago with the
Mask and Wig Club, a college dramatic group. Get-
ting his start as a member of the glee club, Dr. Rush- ‘
ton was later promoted to the spe- [

.
|

cialty dancing chorus. His memeories
of pouring desperately ‘over engi-
neering reports in backstage dress-
ing rooms can still bring forth a
reminiscent chuckle.

Graduating in 1926 with a B.S. in |
4 chemical engineerving, Dr. Rushton
spent three years in industry be-
fore returning to the University“of
Pennsylvania to earn M.S, and Ph.D.
degrees. While attending graduate

: school he was also an instructor at

he. Drexel Institute of Technology

in Philadelphia.
leaving Drexel in 1983, Dr,

After
posts at the University of Michigan and the University
of Virginia, where he was head of the School of Chem-
ical Engineering. All through his teaching years, Dr.
Rushton has also been engaged in industrial consulting
work, He has been associated with the Dow Chemical
Company, and is stil} technical advisor to the Thermo-

Rushton held

dynamics Research Laboratory at the University of
Pennsylvania. He is a member of numerous engineer-
ing societies and fraternities, including the American
Societ of Refrigeration Engineers and the
Society for Engineering Education, and
uted many articles to fechnical journals. He is the
co-zuthor of the textbook, “Frocess Equipment D

At present, Dr. Rushton is psrticularly interested
in peircleum technology and the application to indus-
fry of large guantities of exygen. During the war, he
was on leave of absence {rom the University of Vie-
ginia while he held the position of seetion ehief with
the Office of Scientific Research and Development. He
u)n\exmed with the large seale prodoctivon and mile




