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TO MEN OF h[}DD ‘WILL

Along about December 16th of gcach -year .

a complex avura of good will and commercialism
overtakes the American people. The source of
this phenomena is commonly referred to as
‘Christmas.’

At this time of year cverything takes on a
naw. wonderful lustre. Students are happy—
+ two week vacalion is coming up; merchants
are overjoyed—business is booming; gushiog
young beauties are hopeful—maybe “ha' will
make with an engagement ring. Liguor dealera
have the “old Christmas spirit” (at $4.69 a
hottle) : parents are happy to see the expectant
joy of their offspring; and, oh yes, there's a
oroup over there who are joyous and bepevo-
lent. for the approaching haliday commemorate
the birthday of Christ, the founder of their
roligion.

Whether one be Catholie, Protestant, Jew,
atheist, or agnostic, Christmas has some sori
aof significance to each of us. Whether one views
it a3 a pagan holiday for the renewal of old
friendships or as the day of the birth of Christ,
it does have a8 meaning {or us all.

As such it appears to be a fine big holiday
for everyone. But to view the wake of extrava-
gance and hypocrisy on December 26 s appall-
ing. There's an embittered woman fretling
because the $1.98 housedress she received from
her husband did not at all compare with the
$2500 mink Mrs. Smith netted from her spouse.
Othera are stewing becasuse they didn't receive
a card from a person they had sent one tfo
‘eapecially,’ because they're-broke after aplurg-
ing trying to be Santa Claus to everyone, or
are just plain stewed from over-imbibing in
Yuletide merriment. Not quite the holiday for
the strengthening of friendships or the cele-
brating of the hirth of the founder of the faith
which most-of us subseribe fo in America,

It's all the merchants' fanlt? Hardly. No one
i twisting your arm to buy out the store, No,
it all falls back to us who have created a verita-
ble giant out of the once-joyous, holy sapirnt
of Christmastide. Like so many other things
today, the forces that made a thing great are
now threatening to deatroy it.

The salvation? Not in barring the doors of
commercial establishments during December
but rather by intelligence on the part of the
individual. By all means show gratitude to
one's loved-ones, but don’t be blinded by the
glittering tinsel surrounding those to whom you
give presents merely for the furtherance of
your own ends. .

Only through the intelligent recognition and
practice of the fine principlea of the holiday
can we hope to attain the universally desired
Christmas present for all,

good will toward men."”

“Peace on carth,

Wﬂmun of the Week
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‘Little-Joe’ Nicholas Hus Headed
Five Student Organizations

-by George

One of the strongholds of maa-::uiinit:r on the cam
been broken by woman ns the sparkling

O'Brien
us has
nn]jt uf Joan

Nieholas averrides the uunumnliahal mnlm of IIT, and the “Man

of the Week™” rotires before the guns of the “Woman of the Week',.
as most of the stu-

“Little-Jow,”
denty know her, has, in apite of ex-
ample and oppoctunity, kept her
feminine charm in her four ycars
of swemt and tearas with leasons,

faculty mnd
howling mob
S known ns tha
flludnnt body.

This remarkahile

h#-. j:'::t. alona wm._ﬂd
enaugh to rise
‘_ ‘..'. " above the clamor
| S of lattermoaon,
| sy ;t"'hml.hrnn of Lhe
; " lodpes™ of Mich-
lgban Ave. and
the school, and all-around BMOC's
for this cormer of the paper.

Graduating from Oak Park High-
School fo” 1041, she _wert to the
Lewis campus and started her
studien iz pre-med bleology, picking
up the (reshman and sophmore class
presidencien in addition to peveral
other activitics while there.

When the Lewis brapeh of IIT
vas closed down, and moved to the
Armour campus, Joan came along
with little intention of giviog *he
engineering cave-men a nard rase
for honor and recognition, hul In
time it was evident that “Littlo-
Jog™ with her personality, flashing
eyes, and femininily had done a
considerable amount of good work
in converting our sliderule jockeys
into pentlemen.

Hore at Armour she has put a
purprising number of hanors in her
IIT serapboole. Ske has been presi-
dent of Medical Arts Guild, WAA,
Kiva, Pen-Hellenie counci] and Kap-
pa Phi Delta sorority in addition to
warking on Dramatech and the
Integral, and la rourdding out her

last days at Illinois Tech by waork-
ing on the soclal commiites uf the
penior class.

When she praduantes, she inblndl
ta et a Job ns & teacher and then
in October of 1947, enter maodical
collegre to work for her doctor’; de-

gree.

Techmen Talk

by Mike Werth

Quesiion of the week: Yhat deo
you think of the preregistration
program T

Warren C. Furguson, Soph EE!:

“1 am taking a siraigit ecursa
go it doean't make muceh difference
ta me whether thers is preregistra-
tion or not. [ do hope it will mave
time on registration day so 1 won't
have to spend all day again trying
to gol my cluss cards. It might also
kalp (o assure enough clasa roeom

{for all the courses requestiod.”

L. F. Giegel, Sender EE:

“I think it s n good idem. They
cun get & mors accurate actount of
the nuraber of classes Lo be epenod
{for each gubject mo 1 won't beé out in
the oold with regards to my classes
as I was last time. Some clussss
this semesler were quile a bit over-
crowded. I alss thinks it's a good
|dea to et 1o mee oty advisor. May-
ba wé can get some dope on the EE
curriedlum, ['d llke to got their
opinion an pome af the coursoes.
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Claave lo the Shpstick—Lle! the Slopstick Fall Where It May
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Love is in bloom everywhere. The
Latin demonstruten that he in the
man with Roman bhands: and the
woll, forever up to some monkey
business, invitem hia Istest wyictim
to his country estate for a Seotch
and sofa. Even the apes in the Zoo
chant a love &song:
Dreama I Love You.™ As for the
graxll hours after midnight, they
are being called the “Ouil™ hours:
angd during them, one gal weé know,
who can’t sleep claims to be wifler-
ing from “himsommonia.”

—T—

Twe inebrialed gentlemen
staggered aboard a streel car.
One tried (0o give Lhe npearest
unuformed man hkis fare.

“Borry, 1 can't take it." the
man sald, “I'm a Naval Officer.™

“Gee!™ Lhe first explained,
“Let's gel off this thing, We've
golten on a balUeship.”

—T—

The man and his friend walked
throughn the door mnd before Lhelr
eyes was = stranger with the first
man's wife. The pan Immediately
wont into the kitchen and began look-
ing through the drawers.

The friend, thinking that ho was
lcoking for a weapon, asked, “VWhat
are you going to dol™

“I'm leoking for the coffee pot,”
ho said.

"But what sbout that man with
your wife?™

“To heck with him. I{ he wanis
coffee, he can make his own

—!T—
A word to the wifle is sul-
ficient—if you say “Yes."

“Gorilla My

“T'm telling you' for the last time
yvou can'l kisa me."”
. "Ar last! 1 thought you'd pever
weaken."”
—HT— -

“Papa, what's 8 vaaum?”
“A vacuum's m void, som,”
“I know, papa, but what's the
vold mean?™ _
—fT—
When a girl tells 'a fellow she's
a perfect 26 he shoukl grasp what
she's talking about,

T

A grave-digger, sbeorbed in
his Lhoughls, dug-a grave to
desp that he could nol get oyt
Came nightfall and his predicas
ment became more snd more un-
comforiable, He shouted for help
and al last sitracted Lhe mtien-
tlon of a drunik.

‘ Get me out of here,” he vhout.-
ed, “I'm cold."

The drunk looked imto the
grave and finally distinguizhed
the form aof the uncomfortable
grave digger.

“Na wonder you're cold,™ he
said, “You haven't any dirt om
you.”

t | —T—

A cultured woman is one who, by
a mere shrug of her shoulders, can
adjust her shoulder straps.

— Y
Those "who think oar jokes are

poar,
Would stralghiway change lhlir

- views,
Could they compare the jokes
weo print
With those we did not nse.

The Cultured Yulture,

: -
1 i 'r, - J =

| i = i B B i

iIT BIES Up THE DIRT

Products of ‘the Steamshovel are few be— '

cause the week was spent at the Three Deuces
doing homework that falls due on New Years
Eve., Priming, some pecple call it. The shoyel
in well ofled with a grade three, nmhujuic.mkuplt
preserved for the pericd of inmctivity.  Now for the
facts:

The reascn behind that amaog lock on the fm;ti
Allan Winaberg has at last been revesled. He never
makes & mislake. Only last week Al could be seen
carrying two slide rules to his classes, Whm question-
s mbout this, Al said: “I get the answers on both
rules and sverage the resulta, thus e¢liminating the

proverblal alide rule error the instructors speak of.”
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~ The Digger takes it upon himself to warn the
unsuspecling fledents sbowt Geraldine. She |a
only Hiteen years old and In o sad shape. Bob
Walah drives ber to school every day and tries to
get many of the students to ride with him so that
they can gel out and push when Geraldine cougha
and stopa.

- - L L ]

After m party, when the last couple was leavirg,
Jack Castigha was in the lounge of the fraternity,
house jmitating a burlesque queen going through her
paces, wren somsone shouted, "women.” Wilh a tow-

ol still danghing from his hand, be managed a wily grin
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colored with the shades of a r-inhuw,, and an utﬂ:md

“g'bye.”
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Tom Johnson has expressed doubt ms ta IIT
belng & home of engincers. His perplexily springs
from Lhe “writing on the wall” In various places.
Hessays: “It pecms that great literary (alent is
being wasted if all these fine composers adbhere to

 Lheir visions of an engineering future.” Tom Ia
trying to kad onec of Thewe writers for the purpowe
of gatherior esough data to writn n hnnk entitied
‘The Public Amuser.” |
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That's the dirt. Santa Claus always réada
this column to keep up with all the doings of
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the bad little boys and girls of IIT. Lel: this be

a warping, _
y -'--..'THE QIGGER
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Last might I ml!y dove head first into th- -uiLm*e--

af the dear old theatre and swam around in the mel-
anchaly walers of Hamlet. Luckily the tide—the
curtain to you 'If you're following this metaphore—
lowered after three hours and left me-high and dry in
the baledny, just as [ was going down for the third
{ime. Practically everyone on the stage hed dled and
ft's a mystery yet how the sudience escaped the same
fate. Three hours of self depreciation, evil Torces, and
conlemplated suicide is almoat enough Lo swamp even
the heartiest in the cultural swim. Thank heaven Mr.
Evens kad the kindness to bail out some of the.flood
of words. 1 understand this marathon originally lasted
about sn hour and n half longer. But then it is nol
for us groundlings to dercgate. For are we indesd
capable of nothing but inexplicable dumb show lnd
nolse 7

What I've been Lrying to gay is that while Mr. Shs_kn-
sreare's Hamiet has been justifiably rated as second
to the Bible in imporiance and groatness as a piece
of liternture, as a play, even with the expert whittling of
Mr. Evans, its just too darno long. One can't halp wishing
that Shakespeare would have taken his own advice.
Even in the torrent, tempest, and as I might say, whirl-
wind of his passion, he should have begoetten s tampar-
al temperance that might have given the theatre seats
amoothness,

Well, so much for that, T must confess that after
applying Slomn’s liniment apropos my recallections
were that I had a very enjoyable evening at the G. I
Hamlet now playing at the Erlanger. The production
yvou probably already know is called the “G. 1.”" Hamlgt
becanse it was firast conceived in Hopolula by the then
Major Maurice Evens of Army Special Sexvices divislon
{for presentation to the troops overseas. The phy has
been cut, rewrliten in & more modern mtyle, and

. {Sn CURTAIN CALL on page 3)
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