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David Shiner, Professor of Humani-
ties and the History of Ideas at Shimer College,
presented a historical overview on the Negro
Baseball League this past Thursday. This event
was organized by IIT’s Student Center for Di-
versity and Inclusion, and Shimer College in
Galvin Library, Cherry Room. |

Shiner started the presentation by
giving a brief introduction about baseball his-
tory, especially Black baseball history. “The Sox
have a well-deserved reputation for preserving
the memories of the Black players and teams
that were pioneers of the modern game, going
back to the founding of the team in 1900 with
the birth of the American League,” Shiner said.
“The Sox were generous in permitting use of its
parks—South Side Grounds from 1900 to 1910,
and later their longtime home field, Comiskey
Park-to Black teams.”

Shiner was really excited to share his
knowledge with the audience. He was wearing
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a great Negro League replica jersey and also
had some of them on display. “Back in 1908 the
[White] Sox hired a Black man, William Buck-
ner, to be the team’s trainer. He held the job for
most of the time until his retirement in 1933,
when he became the first African-American
to draw a pension from a major league club,”
Shiner said about the replica. “That was very
very unusual in those days. So in honor of the
Sox, I've included a Sox cap with the Negro
League caps.”

Baseball was played in the United
States, in some form, as early as 200 years ago,
and many of us might know a lot about the
formation and codification of the rules from
about the 1840s on, but we don't know a lot
about the beginnings of Black baseball. The
earliest currently-known written record of two
teams of Black men playing baseball is from
Brooklyn in 1861, and from the outbreak of the
Civil War onward we have decent if somewhat
sporadic accounts of Black men playing ball,
both in segregated and integrated games.

Out of many facts, the one that was
really interesting was that baseball was the

sport of choice for men who could play sports
of any kind during the Civil War.

“There are records of Union and
Confederate armies calling a temporary halt
to their hostilities, playing a game of baseball,
shaking hands, and then going back to killing
each other; said Shiner.

“At the end of the war baseball was
being played everywhere. Amateur teams
sprang up particularly in the northeast and the
Midwest, including Black teams,” he added.
“One of the Black teams, the Mutuals of Wash-
ington D.C., included the two sons of Fred-
erick Douglass, the famous former slave and
abolitionist.”

After the war, racial integration
came slowly and haltingly to the nation, and
the same was true of baseball. The audience
were really amused when he mentioned that,
“The first general baseball organization (not
really a league) the original National Asso-
ciation of Base Ball Players, formed in 1867,

banned Black athletes. Throughout the 1870s
minor leagues were springing up everywhere.
Sometimes Blacks were permitted to play in
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them; mostly they weren't”

Shiner shared with the audiences re-
ally interesting facts about the baseball league.
He also mentioned the National Baseball Col-
ored League, which was formed in 1887 with
teams from eight cities, none of which unfor-
tunately was Chicago. The first known League
of Chicago was the Chicago Union Giants,
which was founded in 1887.

The knowledge that he shared with
his audiences was too much to jolt down in
one piece. Overall, the presentation was thor-
oughly enjoyed by the audience. The good part
of this presentation was the presence of faculty
and staff, but there were only three students.

Such events are organized for stu-
dents, and their presence is really appreciated
by everyone around.

If you want to see such events or
there are some other events which you would
like to see on campus, please feel free to send
an email to Lisa Montgomery, who is the di-
rector of SCDI at scdi@iit.edu and share your
ideas with her. She would really love to cater to
your ideas.
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The Winter Olympic Games started a
few weeks ago with a glorious show—probably
the most expensive one in the history of the
Games that was followed by millions of people
all over the world. These Olympics provoked
heated debates concerning the choice of country
to host the event, including the location,
security, and whether the event will be properly
organized. Early on in the games however, a new
topic of discussion emerged—a topic other than
the malfunction of the lights of the Olympic
symbol—a topic that nobody saw coming,
a topic of controversy—namely the issue of
homosexuality in Russia; is it acceptable, is it
even legal to openly mention it and to what

degree can this be commented on at these
Olympic Games.

Recently, president Putin passed a law
prohibiting “the propaganda of nontraditional
sexual relations to minors™ and the adoption of
Russian children in countries that have legalized
gay marriage. That measure received an even
larger amount of attention than Putin could
have ever expected. In fact, it probably turned
into the most negatively commented on decision
that the President has made so far. Across the
world, several anti-Kremlin protests took place,
and there is even a list of foreign dignities who
are not attending the games. Many progressive
countries intentionally chose gay athletes to
represent them at the opening and closing
ceremonies of the Olympic Games. Even the
top two Olympic leaders—both Sochi Olympic

Organizing Committee President Dmitry
Chernyshenko and the International Olympic
Committee President Thomas Bach referred
to that issue, although they didn’t mention it
specifically.

This was a crucial moment in the
Olympic Games, proving that local politics
cannot interfere in an international event at the
height of the Olympic Games. This statement
proved that the Games are a sports festival
embracing human diversity, unity, tolerance,
goodwill, and excellence. I hope that despite
the controversial expectations, the Winter
Olympic Games will be a display of great sports
skills, beauty, grace and human power; they will
unite, make people marvel at what humanity has
achieved and provide us with two unforgettable
weeks!

The universe loves you

Austin Gonzalez
OPINION EDITOR

Watching the Evolution debate last
week with Ken Ham and Bill Nye, Ken said
something I found interesting to think about;
Ken put forth the idea that Moral relativism is
on the rise due in part to a rapid adoption of
naturalism. Moral relativism is the idea that
different cultures have different ideas about
what is right and what is wrong; therefore, no
objective moral truth is possible. Naturalism is
the idea that natural laws guide the progress of
time and not the supernatural. I would say that
this is a perfectly reasonable idea.

Ethics and morality are a difficult
topic to discuss because finding a reasonable
definition for the two is problematic enough in
its own right. Some believe the two are the same,
some purport that ethics is societal and morals
are personal, but I believe the best definition is
that morals are about what I ought to do and
ethics are the reasons I ought to do it. The role
religion plays in helping people understand
these two, only further complicates matters, but

I’m going to stick with the nice stuff.

One of the things about naturalism
is that things work the way they do whether or
not I am there to see them. Nature will just keep
doing its thing forever. This creates a bunch of
questions about why we exist. What is the point
of discovery, love, or anything? Things that
make sense from our frame of reference may
be different for others. The way we define the
importance of the existence and the validation of
our lives is wholly unique from person to person
because it doesn’t seem as though there is some
grand scheme for morality. No matter what you
do and why you do it, time keeps on keeping on.
With naturalism, there is always a reason why.
And if you keep asking why, you eventually get
to the point where you might convince yourself
that chemicals and atoms rule and you question
your own free will.

In the past, religion played a greater
and more definite role in society. The church
tells you that the reason you exist is because God
made you and God loves you. God tells you to
love your neighbor and to give alms and this is

what will make you a good person. It feels much
better and is filled with compassion and love.
It played a helping hand in creating the rules
you lived by and the reasons for those rules. It’s
reasonable to suspect that as more people learn
about a seemingly uncaring universe as opposed
to one focused on loving and being loved, they
would switch to a belief that allows anything.

I don't think that an uncaring universe
is what we live in though. One thought that
always bounces around in my head is that we are
the universe contemplating it. I care about you
and so in some sense the universe cares about
you too. I don’t agree with the idea that there
isn't an objective mora! truth and that nobody
is ever right or wrong, but simply a function of
nature like gravity.

Just as there are universal emotions
and expressions, there has to be some universal
understanding we all share. The universe isn't
something that should bring you down, but
rather should fuel your search for even more
amazing discovery, whether it’'s hard-nosed
science or squishy ethics and beliefs.


































