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Amid the gloom of the snow and the
frigid temperatures of Chiberia, it might be a
little difficult to envision spring break at this
point—but surprise, surprise —it’s just a little
bit over a month away! And while many stu-
dents are thinking of going home, maybe even
some place a little warm, IIT’s long-standing,
flagship service learning experience, Alterna-
tive Spring Break is in the midst of one of the
most prolific fundraising campaigns in recent
years.

This year, a group of 26 students and
four staff members will be traveling to Pendle-
ton County, West Virginia to one of the most
under-developed regions in the Appalachian
Mountains to spend a week volunteering at
a Habitat for Humanity site. The team is get-
- ting excited to see this alternate perspective on
poverty and social justice, participating in an
outreach into the community, interacting with
the homeowners, understanding the model
of sustainable human development, making
friends with other Collegiate Challenge volun-
teer groups—besides some free time exploring
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ASB fundraising efforts in full swing

the natural beauty of the surrounding moun-
tain areas.

To make this trip on as low of a per-
sonal financial contribution as possible, as well
as to facilitate some team bonding before the
trip, the team is traditionally involved in fun-
draising efforts, which are in the midst of the
busiest few weeks leading up to the trip. Over
winter break, the team undertook a letter-
writing campaign to friends and family asking
for donations during the holiday season, and
the team is looking to follow up with a corpo-
rate/alumni outreach effort for the same. This
semester, the team has put together a range
of traditional and new fundraisers, including
Penny Wars among the residential halls in
MSV and Rocky’s Tip Matching Night, both
of which saw enthusiastic participation from
students. Another successful event was “Don’t
Forget the Lyrics” Karaoke Night in The Bog
this past week, with some great raffle prizes
and enthusiastic participants in the audience.
It really is much more difficult to know the
exact lyrics to all your favorite songs than you
would lmagme
WO ore

before the team makes final logistical prepa-

funaral coming up

rations for the trip are the traditional Singing
Valentines (in partnership with IIT A cappel-
la) and Pie in the Face, happening in the next
two weeks. Singing Valentines gives all IIT
students, faculty, and staff the opportunity to
request a song serenade devoted solely to their
friends, family and loved ones. We're partner-
ing up with IIT A cappella to make this hap-
pen. .

Each song will be $3. To purchase
a song, ASB Volunteers will be on the bridge
February 10, 2014 through February 14, from
11 am. to 2 p.m. The song list is L.O.V.E. by
Nat King Cole; Can you Feel the Love Tonight
by Elton John; All You Need is Love by the
Beatles and (I Can't Help) Falling in Love With
You by Elvis Presley. A cappella will call them
(anywhere in the US or Canada) or leave a
voicemail. You can even submit an anonymous
request!

Finally, one of the last big fundrais-
ers before the trip will be Pie in the Face. A
great way to relieve stress, the event invites you
to throw pies in someone’s face! From 11 a.m.
2 2 p.m. on the MTCC Brldge on February 25
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fessors or anyone on the IIT campus you can
think of. In previous years, we had stalwarts
such as Betsi-Pinkus Huizenga (Director of
Residence and Greek Life) and Gerry Doyle,
Vice Provost for Student Access, Success and
Diversity Initiatives.

If you would like to get involved
with Alternative Spring Break this academic
year, but missed out on team recruitment, we
are partnering up for the first time with the
Office of Service Learning and an external
organization called Architecture for Human-
ity, to provide an exclusive opportunity for a
similar project right here in Chicago. The proj-
ect, similar to the traditional spring build, will
run for three days, the March 19 to 21, during
business hours at the Architecture for Human-
ity site. For those looking to apply for future
Alternative Spring Break trips this is a fantastic
opportunity to get some preliminary exposure.

We are looking for volunteers from
all fields of study, class years, levels of experi-
ence and even previous volunteer/construc-
tion involvement. Please stay tuned for more
detalls, because 51gn i spots are hmlted
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Last week, Austin Gonzalez
[TechNews’ Opinion Editor] wrote an
Opinion Section article about what he held
to be the lowest form of entertainment, going
as far as to call it the lowest form of art, and
I feel obligated—having strained myself over
this question and having had many times to
re-evaluate my notions about the topic—to
critique it. He maintained the entire genre
of horror to be the all-time lowest form of art
achievable, arguing that “there are exceptional
pieces, but horror remains the tag of the greatest
collection of garbage to pass off as art,” putting
forth his definition of art as, “an attempt to
create emotion in the viewer. Though, as he
does, I think such a complex question as “what
is art?” cannot, in good conscience, be summed
up in so few words, and I have no real vested
interest in the genre at all—I do not consider
myself any more knowledgeable or fascinated
by horror than anyone else—and I do admire
Austin’s recognition of the expectations that can
be found in horror as it could in literally every
other tag someone at one time or another can try
to pass off as art. I find fault in, even in accepting
his assumptions, singling out an entire genre as
the lowest form of art.

I will concede that the media released
under this genre, ignoring that the diversity
of this genre with respect to its subgenres is
as broad as the term art is to the genre, shows
the positive characteristics of originality,
creativity, and depth is far outweighed by that
which is lacking those traits. Gonzalez's article
mentions some of the most famous examples
of it in horror, but I say don't criticize the
label it is given, criticize the means by which
it is produced. The extent to which horror is
uninspired is the same extent to which every
genre in popular culture is uninspired; it just
takes a cultured palate to recognize it (definitely
not saying I have a great one though.) One may
be biased against certain general classifications
of the art but that by no means makes that
classification diminished in artistic value and
certainly not diminished in entertainment value.
The experience involved in being really, truly
afraid, that which goes far beyond the cliques
clearly outlined in last week’s article, is one of
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the most powerful emotions one could feel. The
truly heart-wrenching, mind paralyzing stimuli
that go much deeper than what is used in the
most mass produced of the material definitely
is worth its merit in why the consumption of art
is truly beneficial; seeing and understanding the
most sincere commodities of humanity.

Of course, art that is so encompassing
of the ranges of human complexity and emotion
and by proxy, the best and most deserving of
the label as “good” art, is that which cannot
be easily applied to a genre, but I say the un-
inspiration of horror is equal to that of any
other genre out there (unless it is specifically

labeled as something using or denouncing the

positive attributes but that is another argument).
Think of the tendency for comedy to use the
worst cliques and rely on the most terrible
and unoriginal topics to hyperbolize and find
humor in, not to mention the tendency to have
quantity over quality with the garbage that is
thrown in, and to have no deeper meaning and
lose what redeemable quality it might be trying
to convey. The industrialization of comedy has
even demanded that a laugh track be put behind
some television sitcoms to ‘encourage’ laughter,
which may be even worse than the tactical
periodic jumps in horror.

Even worse is that which associates
itself to the label of tragedy, or the slightly less
stark but much used drama, which is so easy to
manipulate that elements of it are thrown with
disregard for deeper development into every
single example of every other genre. From the
perspective of Greek philosophy, pain—the
major motivator in this genre—is the same as
fear, only felt in present or retrospect, rather
than for some future event, so how can it be
considered any different? The act of getting
to know a character that dies could be just as
methodologically applied as a scary face when
we least expect it.

Many may disagree with me, and I am
not saying I didn't like the film overall, but the
opening scene in Up was about as mechanical
as it comes, or at least as much as the Grudge or
Ju-on movies where the scary girl with hair in
her face crawls slowly down a dark, uninviting
hallway (though I must admit I did not see the
Japanese version). They both, in me, elicited a
response, but I can easily observe from a sort
of objective point of view that they are, in their
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nature, not very deeply inspired with the full
force of the emotion.

Someone getting his or her heart
broken is another example of a pandering to
dramatic and tragic pain without an extreme
form of introspection and practice and
creativity; for example, think of the stunning
passion in the following infamous lines:

“It's not like you to say sorry; I was
waiting on a different story,

This time 'm mistaken, for handing
you a heart worth breaking,

And I've been wrong, I've been down,
been to the bottom of every bottle,

These five words in my head scream,
‘Are we having fun yet?”

They are almost laudably insincere,
and I am sorry for alienating people that might
like the band Nickelback or the song “How
You Remind Me,” but I chose it simply as an
extreme case of the kind of thing used to such
an unparalleled extent in music though we as
a public not only accept it, but embrace it, is it
really better than horror?

The leniency with which we as the
public that consume the easy to produce,
(though it all takes some skill and inspiration to
be sure, even “Paranormal Activity” style hornor)
superficial, and uninspired entertainment can
definitely be strained, as it seems to have been
for Gonzalez and his begrudged genre, but
I would recommend not forgetting that the
best cases of all art, which I would say might
be considered Edgar Allen Poe (author) is for
jorror, Douglas Adams (author) is for comedy;,
and Jeff Magnum (musician) is for tragedy,
are equally exhilarating no matter the genre,
because they take so much from you and leave
so much for you. All genres display some
aspects of deceptiveness and insincerity, and
[ feel like I cannot allow even one genre to be
broadly disgraced, thereby raising the others,
as a mere matter of opinion, though mine is as
legitimate as (most) everyone else’s and I cannot
take offense to disagreement. I also cannot
really in the end criticize people for what they
might consider their guilty pleasures, but I ask
the reader not to ever think that there is no art
that would put the rest of it to shame, and we
should all be looking for and respecting that

rather than calling out any specific genre as
marginally inferior. '






















