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I was walking back to SSV from
dinner at the Commons with my friend, on
Monday, January 20, when suddenly we spotted
a cloud of red and blue flashing lights ahead.

Lining both sides of State Street
between 3410 and Crown Hall were multiple
emergency vehicles, including police cars and
ambulances. We immediately wanted to know
what was going on. I checked my phone, but
there was no IIT Alert text message there yet, so
we figured an alert would come soon. Then, we
waited...and waited...and waited, but no message
ever came. It was really strange, because we
received eight IIT Alert messages on our phones
on January 13 about a shooting that apparently
was not on campus.

Viewing the scene between 3410 and
Crown from an SSV window, it was a long time
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I was on Skype with my four-year-
old nephew when he asked, “Is 200 a large
amount?” I smiled and said, “Yes, why are you
asking?” He looked at me with his innocent
eyes and said, "Lilen, Mama was just telling
her friend that until now more than 200 people
have died in the last three massive blasts. We
will also die if we say “Ya Ali”"

This kid's question left me speech-
less; all I could remember was my childhood
where we had no idea of what dying meant.
What does being Sunni or Shia mean? All we
knew was that we have to live, play, eat and
sleep. The biggest fear we had
scolding us and the most unsafe place for us
was standing on the edge of a roof. But now we
have to tell our kids that this country is not a

Was our pare nts

sate place to live.

My heart goes out to all those fami-
lies who lost their loved ones in these inhu-
mane acts; it changed everything in an instant
forever. Nothing would be the same for them
anymore. On January 21, once again heaven
gained 22 souls and the reason for their death
was just that either they were Shia or they were

before all the emergency vehicles abandoned the
area. As an architecture student, I wanted to
know what was going on near those buildings.

All of a sudden, a fellow architecture
major banged on my door. She reported that
as she was walking toward those buildings to
use the computer lab, she saw that someone
or a group of people got hit by a car and there
was blood on the ground. This was shocking,
although not implausible when you consider the
combination of snow and ice on the roads with
the cars that ignore the sign telling them to stop
when pedestrians need to cross. The scary thing
about the incident is how the victim truly could
have been any student. Crossing State Street is
essential to all II'T students, so why is it not safe
to cross the street? What if there was a reduced
speed limit just through the campus?

Also, it puzzles me to think that the IIT
student body never received an IIT Alert about
the situation. Would it not trouble at least some

Violence ravages Shiagrou

living in a Shia dominated area.

Whenever I hear about someones
death, all which revive in my mind is the mo-
ment when 1 lost my eldest brother forever.
He was suffering from cancer and we all knew
somewhere in our mind that he would leave us
one day but we were still not prepared for his
death. I wonder about those people who were
sitting and having a good family time and all of
a sudden just in one blow all was gone. A bomb
doesn't know who it kills. It doesn't discrimi-
nate on basi3 of religion or anything; it just
kills. Then why do we have to discriminate?

['m tired of this violence; 'm tired of
the pain and still can't help it. I'm tired of be-
ing on the road, lonely as a robin in the rain. 1
want to run away from all this but will it bring

9 CHAANOe 1N MY Sncietv
L4 '....;.Li..l..l.-....\. Ad4 LALY oA TR LA & B
L= 4 4

‘ I'm tired of people be-
ing ugly to each other. It aches like pieces of
glass in my body; it feels like scars on the soul
of humanity:.

I'm tired of all the times I ve wanted
to help and couldn't. I want to do something
at least that would bring a little hope to peo-

- ple who lost their families, their friends, their

whole lives and have torn apart in just a second.
I'm tired of being|in the dark of this ruthless
war of ethnicity. Mostly it’s all about the pain.
There’s too much that words can't explain. If |
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students to witness so many emergency vehicles
on the main street of campus? Would they not
wonder what happened, why the vehicles were
there—moreover, do they not have a right to
know?

Later that evening, my friend who
walked back to SSV with me pulled up her
Facebook. Below a photo of the scene was
a post from Katherine Stetz, our Dean of
Students, saying that IIT administration was
aware of the situation. I decided to email Stetz
asking why there was no IIT Alert, but only a
Facebook message (not all IIT students have
Facebook.)

No response has been provided to me.

Why has the Dean of Students not yet
responded to an email from on of her students?
Living in the Chicago metropolis, the safety of
IIT students should be a top priority for this
institution, and that priority cannot be fulfilled
without proper communication.

In Pakistar
could end it, I would have but there is no hope
for humanity. I wonder what can relieve these
peoplé, what can change their fate. How would
a Sunni feel if they are asked to change their
sect just because Shia doesn't like it? If they
never question us about our beliefs then why
do we have to question them? In fact, we don't
even ask them, we just kill them.

I believe a society that accepts mass
killing as norm, indeed is a “Dead Society.” It
pinches me to accept this bitter truth about
my society. Every day, dozens are butchered
amongst us but it has no effect on our social
lives. We still manage to party around and for-
get to give a thought to such people who have
lost their loved one. Spare a thought for victims
of Mastung tragedy blast as you start your life
pucmci'uﬂ)-' LOLLLOLFUW.

If that thought provokes you a bit
then help people. Not much but at least vol-
unteer at Edhi Centers by donating blood or
volunteer your time. It's not much; it's actually
nothing, it won't cure their pain nor it will help
them sleep but it is the least we can do until
its us or until the next time the whole world
shakes up and crumbles.

My country bleeds again and |
mourn, I mourn for its fate, its destiny and its
people.
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This time of year is exceptionally

busy for all clubs-recruiting new students,
finishing up old projects, and planning
events for the new semester.

The Residence Hall Association
(RHA) has been extraordinarily busy with
their move out of the basement office and
into the glass room toward the back of
the McCormick Lounge in MSV. They are
excited that the new office space will bring
more visibility to the organization.

RHAs first general body meeting
of the year was Friday, January 24, at 7
p.m. right outside their new office. They

partnered with the Red Cross organization

on campus (Red Cross IIT) to organize an
emergency preparedness informational
event about how to prepare yourself for a
disaster and what to do during one. The
motto was “Get a kit. Make a plan. Be

informed.”

Before a disaster strikes, such as a
blizzard, tornado, or fire, you should make
an emergency kit. Included should be water,
non-perishable food, first aid kit supplies,
a radio, tools, personal identification,
contact information, a map, money,
clothing, toiletries, and anything else that
will keep you alive and sane. This should
be somewhere easily accessible so that you
can grab it and go.

Next, you should make a plan.
Know where the exits are and what you will
do in a variety of emergency scenarios.

Finally, you need to be informed.
Learn about the area you live so as to better
understand what possible disasters can
happen and where the safe places are in
case of those disasters.

First aid is extremely important
in disaster scenarios so learn some basic
skills to help yourself or others if ever in
need. For more information about these

Joint RHA, Red Cross preparedness
event drills students i1n emergencies

steps you can visit Red Cross” website.

The trustworthy MSV fire alarms
concluded the event, giving everyone
the chance to practice their emergency
preparedness skills by evacuating the
building, a common occurrence in the
MSV dorms. If this were a real emergency,
some students would not fare too well,
running out into the frosty night with just
a t-shirt.

The first general body meeting
of RHA was a huge success. If you have
something that you want to change that
deals with residence hall life, stop by RHA'
new office.

They have executive board
meetings at 6 p.m. on Sundays in the
Fishbowl (the glass room towards the back
of the McCormick Lounge) for anyone that
is interested. They also rent out DVDs to
students for free, so if you want to watch
an awesome movie, stop by the office and
check one out.




