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October brings a lot of things to the
life of a college student. Leaves start chang-
ing colors, weather starts getting colder, and
the days start getting longer as the reprieve
of winter break slowly inches nearer. But Il-
linois Tech students have more to look forward
to than receiving midterm grades and drink-
ing pumpkin spice lattes—October also brings
Pumpkin Launch to the IIT community.

Last Saturday, 12 machines were
lined up along the baselines of Ed Glancy
Field for the 9th annual Illinois Tech Pumpkin
Launch, hosted by IIT’s Biomedical Engineer-
ing Society. Pumpkin Launch is a tradition at
Illinois Tech where teams of students across
a variety of disciplines compete to build ma-
chines that throw pumpkins across our base-
ball field. Prizes are awarded for teams that
hrow pumpkins the furthest, with the most
accuracy, and for a team voted “crowd favorite”
— a new award for this year’s competition.

Over 100 students worked toward
launchers for this year’s competition, which
is a part of IIT’s annual family weekend. This
Pumpkin Launch was one of the biggest turn-
outs for the event yet.

Many IIT students, staff, alumni,
and other spectators come out to watch the
event, but some looked forward to the blun-
ders as much as they did the impressive feats
of engineering. Some launchers unfortunately
broke before being able to complete all of

b o D

i
e g T o v i e e
Pl iy '-':".‘""';‘.:,-1."- o

oyt

CAMPUS

Shimer College gets all
dressed up for new president’s
inauguration

\'--
-"l"'rp "
.‘l
e
i
. e 5 R
o - =
. & a -
2
-
.

SLIPSTICK

All student-made this
issue!

Page 9

—

g

.
- —

Student newspaper of the Illinois Institute of Technology since 1928

9th Annual Pumpkin Launch
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their launches, and others occasionally fired a
pumpkin backwards or straight up into the air.

After three rounds of launches, the
prize winners were announced. The first place
winner for the distance competition was team
Long Shot, with a winning distance of 361 feet.
Long Shot was comprised of two mechanical
engineering students who built a floating arm
trebuchet that was 18 feet tall. The second place
winner was team Keep on Chunkin’ with 205
feet; third place went to team NSBE (National
Society of Black Engineers) with a distance of
172 feet.

The accuracy awards were deter-
mined by comparing a launcher team’s pre-
dicted distance to their actual distance. The
first place winner for this category was Mach
1, a team that had constructed a centripetal

launcher and was comprised of students from

the Illinois Tech Robotics team, with an accu-
racy of over 99 percent. Second place went to
Keep on Chunkin’ with an accuracy of 97 per-
cent, and third place went to Long Shot with an
accuracy of 95 percent.

The Crowd Favorite award went
home with Dirty Winches, another team com-
prised of Illinois Tech Robotics students, sev-
eral of whom dressed up as pirates to add a
theme to their onager launcher.

Many students who participate in
Pumpkin Launch value the rapport that they
build with their teammates through com-
pleting the often-difficult task of building a
launcher.

“As much as I know my team might
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not win, were all here together having a great
time bonding and getting to know each other,”
said Emilie Woog, third year electrical engi-
neering major and captain of the Dirty Winch-
es team. “This is my third year competing, and
my first time leading a team. After this expe-
rience, I know TI'll continue competing and
working with my fellow students.”

Rafael Soto, President of IIT’s Soci-
ety of Physics Students, the organization that
took home several of last year’s prizes, loves
the impressive machines that students are ca-
pable of building. “The best part of the Pump-
kin Launch is the sheer awe when arriving to
the field and witnessing the different launchers
that everyone has made. You can tell that ev-
ery team put sweat and thought into their ma-
chines,” Soto said. He also urges that younger
students get involved on Pumpkin Launch
teams in future years, “this is a phenomenal
way to put your schoolwork and skills into
praciice, in a fun way.

In addition to the pumpkin carnage,
the site of Pumpkin Launch had a few other
activities going on with something for every-
one. Mini-pumpkin decorating was hosted
by Union Board, and pumpkin carving was
hosted by the Residence Hall Association at
the conclusion of launches.

Soto encourages the entirety of the
[IT community to come out to watch Pumpkin
Launch in coming years, “there’s nothing quite
like watching wooden contraptions swing
pumpkins through the air while you enjoy free
food!”

Photos by Kori Bowns
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Visit Vie

I have been to Vienna multiple times
but only had the opportunity to explore the
city last summer. Vienna is the largest city
in Austria. It is also the capital city with a
rich cultural history, especially music. After
crossing the German border, all I could see
conquering the scenic beauty were The Alps,
which, at one point, seemed to be prettier than
Switzerland. The fresh mountain air gave me
chills when we pulled over for few minutes to
take in the mesmerizing view of The Alps. That
is one of the best parts about driving-we can
stop anywhere, anytime and take our own time
to take in the scenic beauty, rather than being

‘busy with our cameras for snapshots of the

view from the inside of an express train!

One should spend at least three to
four days to explore this beautiful city. When
it comes to exploring a culturally loaded city
like Vienna, walking around the city is highly
recommended to get to know the culture, the
people, the food (Thuringen wurst, you cannot
leave Vienna with tasting this!), and most im-
portantly, the musical legacy. For people inter-
ested in classical music, Vienna State Opera is
the place to experience it. Tickets to these per-

formances are highly sought after. When we
were there, we attended a Mozart concert with
a fancy dinner for 100 Euro per person. Man
those tickets can be expensive! Nevertheless,
it is worth experiencing. The building with
its neo-renaissance style promises the viewers
with magnificent interiors and definitely deliv-
ers. One feels like listening to classical music
when entering the building. Also, for people
who could not get tickets to the concert or who
cannot afford to get them, they have the op-
portunity to view the concert via a broadcast
on the exterior of the building, which really
impressed me as it showed the mentality that
everyone who is present there should get to
experience a performance at the Vienna State
Opera.

The area around the opera is really
fancy with branded shops and restaurants. This

is where you will find the maximum amount
of tourists. This area is also my favorite as I go

crazy every time I go to the Swarovski Flag-
ship store. In the midst of all these attractive
things, is St. Stephens Cathedral, which is a
Roman Catholic cathedral. The building is
quite traditionally ornamented and still goes

along with modern amenities. It also lets you-

walk around and get to know the place, even
though it is crowed most of the time. Vienna
has numerous monumental buildings, but one
of the most splendid is Vienna City Hall. With
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na for vivacious escapades

gothic style architecture, the place stuns people
with its magnificent appointments of the state
rooms for various conferences, concerts and
events. That is one of the reasons I have been to
Vienna multiple times. Another outstanding
place I visited is Schoenbrunn Palace which is
one of the most culturally significant places in
Austria. Trust me, the place is so huge that you
can spend a day or two exploring the palace
without getting tired of it. It is a former impe-
rial 1,441-room Rococo summer residence,
with a variety of gardens and Roman ruins,
Gloriette, the Neptune Fountain, and the Great
Parterre. At one point I thought there was no
end to the beautiful property that shows the
impressive taste and style of the Monarchs at
that time. The whole property at a glance is
breathtaking. We spent three hours running
inside a labyrinth with 10 feet tall hedges and
that was just 1/16th of the property, so you can
imagine how magnificent this place is.

The last thing that we did during
our stay in Vienna was to sail the Danau river,
which has a significant role as it flows through
four European capital cities—Vienna, Bratislava
(Slovakia), Budapest (Hungary) and Belgrade
(Serbia). Interesting, right? This has now urged
me to visit the other three capital cities. This
is what I love, going to an unknown place and
finding a connection to visit another unknown
place.

Photos by Neesha Narayanan
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Interaction between

undergrad, graduate students, staff, faculty

Shireen Gul
COPY EDITOR

Who could understand the relation-
ship between a student and an instructor better
than me?

Three years ago I was an instruc-
tor myself and now I am a student here at IIT.
When you enter an institute for the purpose of
education all you hope for is to have a good
instructor because they play the major role in

meedueation.

Usually you have really good in-
structors but you are afraid to bond with them
especially when you are new to the institute as
well as the community.

You don't know what the culture is
like and are unsure of the people with whom
you interact on a daily basis.

But then again, IIT is here to help us
out with our problems. IIT Student Center for
Diversity and Inclusion (SCDI) organized an
amazing event called “The Sharing Table”. The
Sharing Table is held on the first Thursday of
every month during the academic term. It is
a special program to help foster personal in-
teraction between undergraduates, graduate
students and faculty. You can engage yourself
in spirited conversation about hobbies, culture,
sports, or current events while dining at The
Commons. A small group of students are given
the chance to learn a great deal about their in-
structors in this type of social setting.

I was lucky enough to be selected

as the student ambassador for this program. I
have personally attended both of the meetings
so far and they have both really helped me. The
latest lunch was held on Thursday, October 3,
2013. We had a good number of faculty, staff
and students who attended the lunch and I am
hopeful that it will be even better next time.

I observed that sharing a meal and
eating together with your instructor or faculty
member (who might be your ideal) creates a
strong primal bond. Students feel more relaxed
in this type of setting than in the classroom at
a desk. They will share more about themselves
and their world both at school and away from
it.

Improving students’ relationships
with instructors has important, positive and
long-lasting implications for students’ academ-
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ic and social development. If a student feels a
personal connection to a teacher, experiences
frequent communication with a teacher, and
receives more guidance, then the student is
likely to become more trustful of that teacher
and show more engagement in the academic
content presented.

So all the awesome students out
there who really want to spend some quality
time with your instructor, please mark your
calendar for the next luncheon, which will be
held on November 7th at The Commons. We
also have personal invitations that you can give
to your instructors. You can get them by just
sending an e-mail to scdi@iit.edu. Don’t forget
to follow us on twitter and instagram @iitdi-
versity and like us on SCDI IIT. Hope to see
you all there next time!
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Genetic counselor speaks at biology colloquium

Travon Cooman
COPY EDITOR

Genetic Counseling At the Forefront
of Today’s Medicine’ was the topic Sara
Cherny, a Genetic Counselor, presented to
the Biology Colloquium students and some
faculty on September 30th. Cherny, who works
at the Central DuPage Hospital, a private
hospital which is part of the Cadence Health
System pursued her undergraduate studies at
Washington University, St. Louis where she
majored in Biology and minored in Psychology.
She graduated from the University of Minnesota
with her Master’s of Science degree in Cellular
and Molecular Biology where she focused on
Genetic Counseling.

One summer during her High School,
Cherny was browsing through a course-book
while seated in one of the administrative
offices at Brandeis University, Boston when she
accidentally encountered Genetic Counseling.
Her desire to become a Marine Biologist was
displaced by Genetics where she would no
longer be studying whales but serving as an
advocate and counselor to patients.

Cherny enjoys meeting people daily
and being able to have an impact on their lives.
She expressed that her career has molded her
in many aspects, especially as a leader. Unlike
many persons who continue their jobs at home
when the work day is over, she is delighted that
her home is mostly a haven for relaxation and

not for a continuation of her daily work tasks.
Cherny describes herself as someone who enjoys
diversity, being engaged, an opportunist and an
optimistic person.

Genetic Counseling involves helping
people understand genetic information that
is going to affect their life and health care.
This includes educating patients about genetic
concepts, interpretation of family and medical
history, and serving as a counselor.

She currently works with Prenatal
Genetic Counseling, where she advises and
educates couples who are planning to have
children about the screening and diagnostic
process; Pediatric and Adult Genetics where she
advises patients with symptoms; and Cardiology;,
she enjoys most. Other subspecialties include
Cancer and laboratory Counseling but more is
emerging as the field is developing.

As a Genetic Counselor, in her
patient facing role Cherny identifies whether
the patient is at risk of genetic complications,
she interprets their medical history after
analyzing the inheritance patterns she observes
and suggests ways the patient can be helped.
Although licensed, she is limited in terms of the
treatment she can administer to her patients and
sometimes has to refer them to other specialists.
This aspect of her career shows that no one
career is more important than the other; rather,
they all work in synchrony.

Though challenging, Cherny counsels
distraught patients that she cannot withhold test

SRR,

results from due to her professional guidelines
and ethics. In her Inward (Medical Community)
Facing Role, she advises Physicians who can
sometimes be reluctant and rigid in their
thoughts about treating patients with genetic
disorders.

A common genetic disorder, Down
syndrome, which affects babies, was mentioned.
By conducting tests, it can sometimes be
known whether the baby is going to be born
with this disorder, but the mother’s care during
her prenatal period can also influence this
possibility. It can be a demanding task for
nurses as well as the Genetic Counselor to
comfort parents whose baby is affected by Down
syndrome.

Another genetic disease, Marfan
syndrome, a disease which many people thought
affected Abraham Lincoln, is a genetic disease
of the connective tissues. Patients with this
disease tend to have an error in the way fibrillin
is made. Sufferers have symptoms in their eyes,
skin, joints and heart and commonly suffer from
an aneurysm, which is the abnormal widening
of the artery due to weakness in the wall of the
blood vessel. This is a life threatening disease.

Microarray technology is one of
the developed technologies that is currently
being used to assist Genetic counselors in their
diagnoses. A DNA microarray is a collection
of microscopic DNA spots attached to a solid
surface. It is used to measure the expression
levels of large numbers of genes simultaneously
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or to genotype multiple regions of a genome.

After doing a microarray of the
entire genome at once, the results are used to
explain to the patient the possibility and risk of
them developing a particular Genetic Disease.
Cell- free Fetal DNA testing, which involves
analysis of freely circulating fetal DNA in a
pregnant woman’ bloodstream is a non-invasive
method used for prenatal diagnoses. Another
technology commonly used, Next Generation
Sequencing (NGS), is a relatively fast and cheap
technique.

Measures are being taken to treat
babies at risk of genetic diseases by taking a
blood sample from their heel 24 hours after
they are born and analyzing it. This sample is
screened for over 50 diseases in some states
and less in others. It is important that such
analyses be done because it can help prevent
life threatening conditions and help to treat
any conditions they have at birth. Treatment
may include dietary changes, especially for
people who have pheylketonuria, a genetic
disorder where the body is unable to metabolize
phenylalanine to tyrosine, which could lead to
mental retardation, among other problems and
even death.

Despite the effort that Genetic
Counselors put into their occupation, it is
rewarding and comforting for them to know
that they console people, advocate for them and
advise them to the best of their knowledge and
understanding of their field.
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Shimer College gets dressed up for new president’s inauguration

Matti Scannell
A&E EDITOR

On September 20, Shimer College
officially inaugurated their fourteenth president,
Susan Henking. The inauguration ceremony,
which took place at the Standard Club in the
loop, was a way of formally recognizing Susan
Henking as president although she has worked
at Shimer College since early 2012 following an
exhaustive national search.

The ceremony began with four
VanderCook music students playing as a
procession of robed representatives of colleges
and universities, past presidents of the college,
members of the Shimer board of trustees,
Shimer faculty, four student representatives,
each representing a current Shimer class,
representatives from city and state legislatures,
the chair of the Board of Trustees, and the
President herself, entered the room.

Following the processional, Dean
of the College, Barabara Stone, was the first to
speak. She began by thanking various parties for
being present including Shimer’s past presidents
Don Moon, Bill Rice, and Ed Noonan. She gave
President Henking the promise that “we will

Person you should know:

Melisa

Lopez

make sure you continue to be challenged”

Next, Nancy Nickel, President of
the Shimer College Alumni Association spoke
of the joy felt when Susan Henking became
president of Shimer, “if walls could talk, they
would have shouted for joy;” she said. Glendalyn
Booker, Bursar and Business Office Manager
of Shimer, recalled one morning in which
President Henking approached her, notebook
in hand, asking “What can I do to help the
business office?” To Ms. Booker, this moment
embodied the Shimer motto “Non Ministrari
Sed Ministrare” or “Not to be served but to
serve.”

Brenton Stewart, member of the
class of "14, drew on his own experience with
President Henking in the early days of her
presidency; he spoke of an instance in which
she toasted to student workers and “really made
us feel like equals.” Following Stewart’s speech,
(which ended with a remark that caused our
dear President to go scarlet in the face and
would be indecent to repeat in front of our more
modest readers) Margaret M. Mitchell, Dean
of the University of Chicago (UofC) Divinity
School, spoke. President Henking received her
master’s degree from the University of Chicago
Divinity School and Dean Mitchell spoke of

Joannas Joseph
TECHNEWS WRITER

Just over a year ago, a change was
seen in infrastructure when the One Stop was
introduced to the MTCC, it is the hub for the
registrar, financial services, academic affairs
and student accounting. With such a move,
there was a need to have someone experienced
in all of these facets to head this department,
and it was placed into the capable hands of
Melisa Lopez. She has unequivocally been a
valued asset through her seventeen year tenure
as a Coordinator and Assistant Director of
Educational Services (renamed Undergraduate
Affairs).

Lopez obtained B.S. in Consumer
Affairs and MSED in Education in Guidance
and Counseling with a concentration in
College Student Personnel from Eastern Illinois
University and ultimately wanted to work in
schools. Lopez cited IIT as her first job out of
school, to “get that experience and move on”
after doing consecutive degrees.

When asked what the exact scope of
her responsibilities are as the manager of the
One Stop she simply states, “making students
happy.” The demands of the job are seasonal,
and every individual case is different, but the
end goal is all the same. Ensuring that the needs
of the students are accommodate. “One-on-one
counseling, being able to point them [students]
into the right direction, being a sound board,
someone they can talk to...” are some of the
ways employed by Lopez to address student
issues.

“Never feel like you're trapped in
what you're studying... the most likely careers
are thing you don't look for,” was one piece of

advice that Lopez wanted to leave with ever
student at IIT. Lopez is a testament of this,
having started off as an accounting major and
never thinking that she would have ended
up in Higher Education after completing her
Consumer Affairs degree.

One addition to IIT’s undergraduate
experience which Lopez thought was lacking
was a Peer Helper Program, but a similar
initiative spearheaded by the Office of Campus
Life was implemented as the Peer Mentor
Program as part of the First Year Experience.
When proposed the idea of academic and career
advising as a joint venture for student advising,
her thoughts were, “I think that’s good but I
don’t know about the first year because students
know what they want... the relationship
between the two advisers should be built.” She is
vehement that students should seek internships
and co-ops during their undergraduate career
to gain real-world professional experience.

Lopez has one of the most inviting
offices on campus, with super hero figurines
on her filing cabinets, her children’s school
art, and cousin’s comic book art posted on her
walls. “It's somewhere I am more than I am at

“home.” Lopez stated when speaking on her office

décor. Outside of the confines of IIT, Lopez is
currently serving as a girl's scout leader for her
oldest daughter.

Although well-equipped, Lopez is
adamant when speaking on the functionality of
the One Stop, “We want to know what students
want from us...we want to know how to serve
you better;” and hopes that the Student Speak
survey will provide more insight into that. Next
month, Lopez will be celebrating her 18th year
anniversary at IIT and if you see her around
congratulate her on a job well done.

the pride that UofC had towards its alumna for
receiving the presidency position.

John Anderson, President of IIT, or as
he refers to himself “Shimer’s Landlord,” spoke
of how the presence of VanderCook College
of Music, and Shimer College on IIT’s campus
allows provides students with an “intellectually
rich menu of opportunities” that one would
be hard-pressed. to find elsewhere in the US.
Pat Dowell, the alderman of the third Ward of
Chicago, spoke of how Shimer’s goals are similar
to that of a great democracy in that Shimer seeks
to have an active citizenry that engages everyone
in the process of change.

Next, Chuck Middleton, President
of Roosevelt University, proclaimed that the
selection of Susan Henking as the fourteenth
president speaks not only of the quality of the
leader but also the integrity of the institution
that selected her. Finally Sally Brown, Chair of
the Board and member of the Shimer College
class of ’63, spoke of Shimer’s history of being
“dangerously optimistic” and the certainty of
the board that Susan Henking should be our
president, as she would continue that tradition.

The Oath of Office was then
administered by Brown and followed by
Henking’s own Inaugural Address entitled,
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Meet Alexandra Miller.

“Because Our Lives Depend Upon It” in which
she talked about how “like all of us, Shimer is a
work-in-progress.”

As a Shimer student, this event
allowed me to examine how lucky we are to
have so many different parties involved in the
development and maintenance of our incredible
school. We are lucky to have an amazing
president who is so committed to improving our
educational experience and affirming Shimer
communal values. We are also lucky to have
staff, faculty, and a board of trustees equally
committed to these goals.

During the reception in the Grand
Ballroom following the ceremony, the Assistant
Director of Admissions, Adrian Nelson said, “It’s
this kind of event that reminds me why I love
where I work.”

As the various speakers who
participated in the greetings to the president
during the ceremony show, Henking’s

presidency is meaningful not only to the student
community but also to the II'T, Chicago, and
academic communities. I am extremely proud
to have a president who is able to connect not
only with politicians and administrators but
also able to have meaningful interactions with
the students of her institution.

LT e R i T e

rr

"Love as if you'll live forever, live as if you'll die today"

Year: Fourth

Major; Civil Engineering

Greek Affiliation: Kappa Phi Delta
Hometown: Bedford, NH

Leadership Positions at IIT; President of CMAA-IIT, Treasurer

Kappa Phi Delta, Leadership Academy Scholar, ARC Tutor
] Hobbies: Knitting, crocheting, Greek football, watching the Patriots, hiking
How has Greek life developed you as a person and a leader?

Constantly being surrounded by some of the most intelligent,
hardworking people I have ever met challenges me to continue
pushing myself to grow and be the best version of myself that I

could possibly be. I know that I have high standards to live up to,

but also that they are my safety net, and they'll pick me up when I fall.

What would be your advice for an incoming student?

Find your support system. For me, it was here in the Greek system. It
may not be there for everyone, but as long as you find a group of people
that will be there for you and encourage you to find a school/fun balance
as school and life gets challenging, you'll be able to make it through.

If you could visit any country in the world, where would you go and why?
Spain. I've always wanted to explore their culture, taste their food,
listen to their music (maybe even learn to dance to it).

think."

What's something most people don’t know about you?
My friend says "For your size, you're a lot tougher than people would

What's one of your favorite questions to get a conversation going?

What do you believe in? And how does that make you who you are?

Questions? Email orderofomegaiit@gmail.com
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IEEE@IIT invites National Instruments, Goldman Sachs to campus

Swasti Khuntia
LAYOUT EDITOR

Last week has been a busy week for
IEEE@IIT. IEEE@IIT organized a series of
events on and off-campus which includes their
second general meeting of the Fall semester,
invited companies like National Instruments
and Goldman Sachs to the campus, and also
organized a tour to the Microsoft Technology
Center in downtown Chicago.

The second general meeting was held
on October 9 in Wishnick Hall Auditorium.
As promised in the first general meeting, this
meeting aimed to notify the students about the
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work being done by IEEE@IIT and the main
attraction was National Instruments. Mehdi
Ganji, President of the IEEE Chapter at IIT
welcomed the students, IEEE faculty adviser Dr.
Chi Zou and the representative from National
Instruments.

Mehdi spoke about the benefits
being a member of IEEE by citing the example
of recent achievement by IIT students in the
Regional Leadership Conference. Members
of the group Gabriel Vlas, Rohit Agarwal and
Swasti R. Khuntia were present in the meeting.
Swasti spoke to the students about their
experience in the conference.

Juan Wang, Project Chair of IEEE@
IIT gave an overview of the current four projects
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which are being sponsored by IEEE and IIT
together. She also asked the students to join any
project they like as it would give them a wide
exposure in the competitive world. She also
announced two new projects. One of them is
the “Raspberry Pi” project which is sponsored
by the Galvin Center for Electricity Innovation.
The other project is the “Kinect” project which
would be sponsored by Microsoft.

Mehdi announced the first tour of fall
semester to the Microsoft Technology Center
which was held on Friday, October 11, 2013.
He also announced the guest speaker session
by Goldman Sachs on “Enterprise Product
Engineering” which was held on the evening
of Wednesday, October 9, 2013. After the
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talk, he invited Mr. Dave Collins of National
Instruments to deliver his talk on “From the
Other Side of the Table: Lessons in Corporate
Recruiting from a New Hire.”

Dave gave a short demo of the
various NI products, and discussed the journey
of NI in past decades. Citing the example of
the famous NI-RIO (Reconfigurable 1/0),
he said that students can benefit from the
automation controller in their projects. He
also demonstrated one use of that controller.
Then he advised the students about recruiting
policies of NI and how to prepare oneself. At the
end, Dave interacted with students about future
prospects in NI. Overall, it was an informative
and interactive session.
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Longest Distance:
1st place - Long shot - 361 feet
2nd place - Keep on Chukin’ - 205 feet
3rd place - NSBE—172 feet, 1 inch
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Movie Review:

TechNews | Tuesday, October 15,2013

Sexually-charged 'Don Jon’ explores societal pressures of love

Melanie Decelles
STAFF WRITER

I have always had a deep abiding love
for Joseph Gordon-Levitt. He's a beautiful man
with a penchant for indie films, so basically,
were soul mates. I wanted to make sure I
supported his new endeavor as writer/director/
star in the long anticipated film “Don Jon™ so I
made sure to check it out the week it premiered.
Granted, I didn't know too much about the film
beside the very non-descriptive trailer and the
fact that I am madly in love with the star.

I saw the film in a full theater where
my lack of knowledge about the film seemed
to be the norm. There were college girls there
to support the man that had been their crush

Game Review:

since “Third Rock from the Sun”—Tommy hit
his growth spurt—and college men who were
intrigued by the idea of a porn-focused film. All
of us settled in for what we were sure would be
a funny and sexy film. The movie star Gordon-
Levitt in his first screenwriter and director roles
as the titular Jon.

Jon is a dedicated son, church
member, gym goer, and porn fan. He admits
in the beginning of the film that a real woman
(he doesn’t use as polite a term) can never be as
good as porn in his opinion. He goes on to list
the shortcomings of actual women, you know,
our wants and needs that aren’t just pleasing
him, which get in the way of his enjoyment of
the act. .

Jon is clearly a self-centered and
superficial person who views everything as a
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means to an end, even his focus on his family’s
church is shown to be another short term
fix, a way to wipe his soul clean the way you
wipe down a table; more a simple matter of
maintenance then faith.

Then Jon meets Barbra; the gorgeous
Scarlett Johansson at her New Jersey finest. Up
until this point in the movie it’s exactly what
everyone expected. Sex, porn, and pretty people.
We were all taken by surprise by what Gordon-
Levitt had up his sleeve. The second half of the
film delves into the ideas of love that our society
pushes on us at every turn; from barely clad
women in advertisements, to every romantic
comedy ever made.

Companies are selling us ideas about
love and intimacy and we are internalizing them
without even realizing. The film becomes almost
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painfully honest, with Jon starting to wonder
how someone learns how to have a meaningful
relationship if they don't know. For everyone
expecting a write off comedy, the moments
of soul searching and honest examination of
relationships made the movie harder to sit
through.

At some points, the movie becomes so
honest that it’s almost difficult to watch without
cringing. If you aren’t the type to become
squeamish in the face of vulnerability, and
the awkward actions of the oblivious then this
movie will be a wonderful experience that will
incite questions about the nature of relationships
and the ways people approach them. I strongly
recommend it. That said, you will see breasts and
behinds so, and I cannot stress this enough, DO
NOT bring your mom.
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Life lessons learned from 'Super Hexagon

Austin Gonzalez
STAFF WRITER

It doesn’t take much to be great.
In a world of $300 million AAA games, it’s
always refreshing to see a game so simple and
compelling as “Super Hexagon.” A hexagon,
a triangle, and rapidly collapsing walls make
Super Hexagon a mind-blowingly difficult
twitch reaction game. Debuting late 2012, Super
Hexagon enjoyed raved reviews and now is
relatively past its prime.

Finding it on my computer, I thought,
‘T've got some time to kill before my next
meeting; let’s give it a go” The goal of the game
is rather simple: move the little triangle around
the hexagon, and avoid the falling walls for 60
seconds using the left and right arrow keys while
a repetitive set ~‘ptune tracks play in the
background.

It's he . .. ying how quickly you fail the
first time your friend convinces you to give it a
go. A female voice constantly says “Begin” and
“Game over’, sometimes overlapping as you fail
again and again within seconds of starting. So

many things go through your head:

“If it was only a little slower, then I
could get the hang of it”

“If only there were a practice level,
you know, like other games have.”

“That one part is way too hard! You
have to do a full 180!”

“If only it gave me this sequence!”

“Yes, 10 seconds! Wait? NO! Why is
it titled?!”

“ITCHANGESINTO APENTAGON,
THAT’S NOT FAIR!”

“That shouldn't count—I was on the
line.”

“If it snapped to sides, itd be better””

“Oh, come on! I ran under that wall!”

These were just my way of making
excuses, but I'm glad it’s as hard as it is. 'm also
glad it only gets harder. I've still yet to unlock
“Hardestest” mode and I'm proud that my time
on “Hardester” is a measly 11 seconds. I can’t
count the number of times I've died at 1:54
seconds (It's not possible to get a lower score).
Perseverance is a funny word, but at the very
least, this game taught me it’s OK to fail. and
fail...and fail, and fail again.

Life Lesson 1: “Suckin’ at something is

the first step to being sort of good at something.”

This game also taught me that I
don’t need it to be easier. There are so many
times when I look at things that didn't come
out just right and I think of all of the systems
that could’ve made things better. I want to find
something and say, “This thing. This thing right
here. It could be better. Let’s get some people on
that.” Yet so often what could be better is me, and
I'm the one that needs to get on it. I think this
is something that a lot of people can relate to.
I don't like to think that the reason something
failed was because of my inability, but really, how
often is it beyond my control to make it work?
When life gives you lemons, figure out why you
asked life for lemons. This is actually my core
philosophy now; “Just be better” As naive as it
sounds, I'm not willing to accept there are things
that I cannot do; it’s really empowering.

Life Lesson 2: When things don't go
right, think about what I can do to simply be
better.

It also taught me that there’s always
someone better. This may sounds like a
contradiction, what if I want to be the best, but
there’s always someone better than I am? What
happens then? Well, the majority of the “record

times” on my computer are because of other
people.

Those moments when youknowyou're
getting close to the record are indescribable.
When I do better the record, you bet I go and
let everyone know that I'm a BAMF at Super
Hexagon. I know that in a few hours someone

will have a new time for me to beat which is

somehow always a second or two more than
what I can reach, but for that brief moment, I
was the best and there was no one to stop me.

At first, it frustrated me that a
difference person’s score was not only better
than mine, but that I had tolook at it every single
time I died; that I'd see a reminder that I didn't
do well enough yet again. Having people better
than me is just as important to me as telling
myself that I can do anything. Together these
two things tell me that I have no reason not to
try, and I have no reason to ever stop trying.

All in all, Super Hexagon is one of
the greatest games I've ever played. The endless
onslaught of walls will provide for a brutal 10
seconds of fun, whether it's a mind numbing
way to get through a lecture, or a mind opening
experience.
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And now...a comic!

Sam Kepp
TECHNEWS WRITER

SLIPSTICK W

~ |5AM STTB ATHTS DESK TRYING |
TO WRTTE PART TWO OF HTS
EPLC COMIC 5pGA!

Anahita Daruwalla
TECHNEWS WRITER

When you are out of joy,

They lend a shoulder to cry.
When you are weak and cold,
They give a hand to hold.

When you betray or deceive,
Theirs is a heart to forgive.
When you are confused with questions,
Theirs is mind full of solutions.

When you are down and in debt, @JIMMYJOHNS.COM

They are a pillar of strength. FREAKY FAST
DELIVERY!

©Z011 JIMMY JOHN'S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Once a friend, always a friend!



lo] SPORTS

Barclay’'s Premier League

Nathan McMahon
SPORTS EDITOR

After the first five weeks of matches
Arsenal remains atop the league with a perfect
15 points out of a possible 15. Arsenal took three
points after a 2-1 win over Swansea City with

the league last year. United’s latest loss came
at the hands of West Bromwich Albion in 2-1
fashion with goals for West Brom coming from
Morgan Amalfitano and Saido Berahino and
United’s goal coming from Wayne Rooney. West
Brom now has 8 points on the season.
Southampton continued its winning

them 8 points while Fulham struggled with its
goal coming from Bryan Ruiz and have only 4
points.

Another surprise result was Aston
Villa over Manchester City in a 3-2 win. Villa
got goals from Andreas Weimann, Leandro
Bacuna, and Karim El Ahmadi while Yaya

goals from Serge Gnabry and Aaron Ramsey ways with a 2-0 win over Crystal Palace with  Toure and Edin Deko scored for City. City

while Swansea got a goal from Ben Davies.
Swansea is in the bottom half of the table with
7 points.

The biggest shocker of the week and
of the season has been the consistently poor
performance of Manchester United. Under
David Moyes’ reign United has managed only 7
points with essentially the same team that won

Women's soccer falls flat against Tril

Veronica Torres
TECHNEWS WRITER

The Illinois Tech Women’s Soccer
team lost their last two games to open CCAC
conference play. With a 7-0 loss against Trinity
Christian College and a 3-1 defeat to Roosevelt
University, the Scarlet Hawks fell to 2-7.

S After amuch needed two-week brea.k,

net in less than five minutes to score the first goal
of her hat trick, and the Trolls didn’t look back
from there. The hosts struggled to maintain
possession and they were found defending

goals from Rickie Lambert and Pablo Osvaldo.
The Saints now have 11 points while Crystal
Palace has only 3 points. West Ham United
continues its struggles after a 1-0 loss to Hull
City leaves them with just 5 points. Behind
Robert Brady’s goal Hull City now has 10 points.
Cardiff City took down Fulham 2-1 behind goals
by Steven Caulker and Jordon Mutch to give
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the majority of the time. With the constant
pressure, Trinity Christian added three more
goals to finish the half with a 4-0 lead.

- Athalftime, senior Mariah Kuitse was
honored in front of a standout crowd of 200 for
her four years of hard work and dedication to
the team.
~ The second stanza continued much
like the first, and the Trolls added to their tally
within the first five minutes once again as a
result of their disorganization and lackadaisical
- defending which cost them another goal. Things
seemed to get even worse for the home, side
when goalkeeper Roxanne Myers was given a

debatable red card. Defender Mariah Kuitse
stepped in as keeper and the Hawks were ferced .
‘the remaining 15 minutes of the game:

to pla

now has 10 points while Villa improves to 9
points this season. The premier matchup of the
weekend was between Tottenham and Chelsea
which ended in a 1-1 draw. Tottenham got
goal from Gylfi Sigurdsson while John Terry
scored for Chelsea. Chelsea now has 11 points
while Tottenham is above them with 13 points.
Jonathan Howson led Norwich City with a

one man down. In spite of the already lopsided
match, the Trolls never let up and they slotted
one final goal into the net putting a damper on
the Homecoming and Senior Day festivities.
On Tuesday afternoon the Lady
Hawks travelled to Toyota Park to take on the

. Roosevelt Lakers. Illinois Tech came out strong,

dominating possession in the early stages of
the game, and with'Roosevelt playing a high,
flat defepsive lme;-the Scarlet
overwheh'nmg amount of oppo
‘Unfortunately, the team was unable to take
advantage of this and convert their chances into
goals. Rooseve'lt however, made the most of their

b=

lone attemipt ‘fo score in the half and managed

o

to slip one past back-up keeper, Ktutse
The Scarlet Hawks rest

1ty, Roosevelt

TechNews | Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Arsenal remains in first, Everton trails by 3 points

goal in a 1-0 win over Stoke City giving them 7
points which is level with Stoke. Ross Barkley
accompanied a brace of goals from Romelu
Lukaku in Evertons 3-2 win over Newcastle
United who got their goals from Loic Remy and
Yohan Cabaye.

Everton now has 12 points while
Newcastle continues to struggle with 7 points.
Luis Suarez did not disappoint in his return to
Premier League play after a 10 game ban where
he scored a double in Liverpool’s 3-1 win over
Sunderland. Liverpool also got a goal from
league scoring leader Daniel Sturridge to give
the Reds 13 points while Emanuele Giaccherini’s
goal was not enough for the black cats who are
stuck with 1 point at the bottom of the table.
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immediately, scoring less than a minute into the
second half. The stellar striker duo of Adrianna
Maron and Anida Phetchanpheng went to work
making the Roosevelt back line look like pylons
as they passed combinations around them.
Phetchanpheng supplied the assist, while Maron
struck the ball straight through the keeper’s
hands and into the back of the net.

Although the Hawks had more
opportunities to score, it was Roosevelt that
came out on top by adding two mﬁr ‘gos
Momentary lacks of concentratlon
cost the Hawks dearly. i |

[llinois Tech matches up agai‘_ﬂslff rival
Robert Morris on October 5th at Stuart Field
before going away to University of St. Francis
on the 9th.
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Men’s XC wins 10th at Wheaton College 1nvite

Phillip Cano
TECHNEWS WRITER

How fast do you think Illinois Tech
Cross Country Runners can go? Here are your
options: an elephant (20mph), a giraffe (35mph),
a squirrel (12mph), a black bear (25mph), or a
cheetah (70mph). *

To figure this out, you might have to

ity ;:: "

set up some equations of motion and estimate
using what you learned in physics. Well, the
truth is, humans can only sprint up to 23 miles
per hour and only for a limited distance of 200
meters. But what’s even more impressive is that
our own Scarlet Hawk Athletes can run at the
same pace as a squirrel for a distance of up to
5 miles long! Have you ever tried chasing a

P BB S gt #

squirrel? Or tried running 5 miles? That’s fast!
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Last week, the men’s Cross Country
Team raced into action once again at the
Wheaton College Invitational, where 14 total
teams toed the starting line to compete on a
beautiful grass and soft dirt course.

Senior Phillip Cano was IIT's first to
cover the 8 km race in 27:09, followed closely
by sophomore Landon Vowels at 27:13. Senior

Peter Lau, and both Montague brothers, Andrew
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Calin Hantau.

and Ethan, ran most of the race together,
and finished in the same order, scoring 60th,
63rd, and 70th for Illinois Tech. It was a good
performance and placed the team at 10th place
overall. “The boys ran better than last week
and I am really confident that we will gain
momentum in the next race or two. It was nice
to see them working together,” said head coach
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Photos by Phillip Cano

Bears lose to Lions, Hawks win in season opener

Gus Alvarez
TECHNEWS WRITER

The Bears are no longer undefeated

_aftefa disappointing loss on last Sunday to the

Lions. They take on the New Orleans Saints
who are firing on all cylinders and remain
undefeated,; on Sunday October 6.

They are now battling injuries to key
__players on the defensive side and will look to

Homecom

prove themselves against a high Caliber team.
They take on the Giants on the tenth, which
should be an easy win as long as the Giants keep
on playing how they have been this season.
The Blackhawks beat the Capitals in
the season opener and showed diverse offensive
power with six different players getting on
the score sheet. This was an exciting win that
cumulated with Johhny Oduya, Brandon Saad,
and Marian Hossa all scoring in the third period
to kick off their title defense with a come-from-

behind 6-4 win. The crowd was a raging 22,158
fans cheering on last season’s champs as they
presented the championship banner, having it
raised to the rafters as the crowd went wild. They
look to build on their positive start on Saturday
the 5th against the Lightning.

The Bulls travel to Indiana that same
Saturday for the preseason opener, which will
feature Derrick Rose’s return to the NBA floor.
The “Windy City Assassin” spent his birthday
(the fourth) just relaxing at home with his son,
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and has said that he plans on holding nothing
back on the court and playing hard like any
other game.

Thibodeau expects them to play well
and will be focusing more on Rose's rhythm and
feel for the game.

It is also important to note that
Northwestern plays the Ohio State Buckeyes this
Saturday, biggest game they have had in about
15 years. It would be great to see a big Wildcat
upset on Game Day.

Thank you, campus partners, for making Homecoming

and the Golden Socie
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Paint [[T Pink!
Wear pink and dohate to

support the Susan G.
Koman Founhdation!

General Body Meeting  Tip Matching Night Open Mic & Karaoke Night
ASB Bog Events
¢> The Bog

AIChE
Rocky’s Chicago
‘ - 9:00PM

Peristein Hall 208
2:50 PM 8:00PM-2:00AM
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