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Welcome Week

Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

- By far some of the most exhilarating
days to be on campus, Welcome Week, orga-
nized by the Office of the Dean of Students
and the Office of Campus Life, has consistently
upped the ante on establishing a welcoming at-
mosphere for incoming students to get excited
about attending IIT. It also encourages return-
ing students to get back into the groove as they
share stories of summer experiences and in-
ternships.

Culminating one of the most suc-
cessful orientation sessions in recent memory,
with record enrollment figures, again credit to
the Office of Campus Life (and not to mention
the fabulous student Orientation Leaders),
Welcome Week 2013 presented a host of social
events for the incoming class to interact with
each other, and get acquainted with campus
and the city of Chicago a little better.

Thursday August 15 was Move-In
Day for the dormitories, with the resident ad-
visors just having completed training and hav-
ing made their respective communities more
welcoming with bulletin boards and door
decorations. A sumptuous barbeque at the
Commons, by now an annual tradition, await-
ed everyone, and the weather was perfect for
families to enjoy some quality time with their
students during their first full day on campus.
The rest of the day had more fun activities for
students once they had moved in, like a life
sized Angry Birds competition, complete with
balloons filled with shaving cream. This was
followed by one of the most anticipated events
now running into its third year, Playfair! A gi-
ant round of icebreakers for an hour, meeting
multiple people in one go, hosted by a fantastic
stand-up comedian - the game involved the
ultimate game of rock, paper & scissors, spon-
taneous standing ovations and culminated in
the launch of SGA-organized campus wide
“Assassins” game. Resident Advisors also or-
ganized the year’s first hall meeting, outlining
policies and regulations.

Thursday was exciting for more than
one reason as students finally were able to get
their hands on the coveted U-Passes, which
were shiny new Ventra cards for most return-
" ing students. These were just in time for the
Leadership Academy-organized Fresh in the
clITy, an Amazing Race-type scavenger hunt
across the city of Chicago for the new stu-
dents to get acclimatized with the city, as well
as its transit system. Organized by an external
agency called the GoGame for the first time, it
involved multiple opportunities for students to
step out of their comfort zones and bond with
their fellow incoming class, frequently step-
ping outside their comfort zone (planking on
mailboxes, dancing to YMCA with random
strangers at the Bean, stealth dancing at expen-
sive steakhouses.) The evening saw the return
of hypnotist Frederick Winters at a packed
BOG, showcasing the sheer, absurd power that
can be held over willing college students, both
actively and passively.

Friday was the busiest day of the
week, starting off with academic breakfasts and
the academic convocation; featuring meet and
greet as well as welcome speeches by depart-
ment deans, faculty, the university administra-
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tion, the current SGA President Rani Shah.

“Orientation was your first day of
choices at Illinois Tech. This is the start of an
exciting set of challenges for you-because re-
member, if something doesn’t challenge you, it
won't change you,” wise words, to start off the
new academic year from Shah. Ray Ballard,
alumni from the Class of 2010, also spoke.

This was followed immediately by a
super successful student organization festival,
Peer Mentor Meet and Greet, as well as the
much-anticipated shopping shuttles to Target,
Best Buy and Bed, Bath & Beyond.

The Peer Mentor Program at IIT is
a recent initiative of the Office of Campus Life
wherein a sophomore, junior or senior student
(in good academic and judicial standing) is
assigned to each incoming freshman, transfer
and exchange student. The Peer Mentor is the
new student’s connection to campus life and
helps them transition successfully to student
lifeat IIT.

That wasnt the end of Friday,
though. A special program called Sex Signals
followed the shopping shuttles, generally ap-
preciated for its healthy, honest depiction of re-
lationships and dating while in college. It also
touched upon sexual harassment prevention
and the bystander effect. This program was
followed by a screening of Wreck-It Ralph, the
recent Disney feel-good computer animated
family comedy.

Saturday was just marginally less
busy, starting off with a Peer Mentor led First
Year Experience Service Event to different
neighborhoods in the city, followed by a ser-
vice fair offering different opportunities for
volunteering, organized by the Office of Spiri-
tual Life and Service Learning. The afternoon
saw a successful awareness event tying up with
the Civility Code, recently introduced at IIT,
called "We are IIT". Students participated in
an activity learning how to communicate with
those from another culture, as well as explor-
ing their personal stances on various issues
about diversity and intercultural understand-
ing. The evening saw the official kick-off of
Greek recruitment; Taste of the Quad. It fea-
tured bouncy houses, a cupcake truck and a
mechanical bull, among other things. Sunday
was more relaxed, allowing students a bit of a
breather before the start of the classes, as well
as classroom tours with Orientation Leaders.

The Office of Campus Life’s (and
campus partners) paramount planning were
instrumental to setting up a fantastic Welcome
Week. Hopefully, it excited incoming students,
returning students, faculty, and staff for the
coming vear.
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- Have you ever had the experience
of seeing a blanket of yellow flowers along a
narrow road, trees arching over, the image of
bright yellow flowers merging with the setting
sun, and the sound of the seashore humming
at a distance, giving you an invitation of
exploration? _

Over the summer, I traveled to
Vorpommern-Riigen in northeastern Germany;,
near the Baltic Sea. Vorpommern-Riigen is just
a couple hundred miles from Copenhagen,
Denmark. First, we went to Putgarten, which is
a municipality of Riigenand, and is connected
to the main island by a bridge that is just high
enough for us to drive through. It was mid-May
and the beautiful scenery was breathtaking. The
place we booked for our stay looked more like
a country house than a hotel; an independent
house with thatched roof and three small
buildings opposite it. One of the three was a
stable that could take 30-35 horses and the other
two were for living purposes. The interesting
thing is that when we reached this place in
Putgarten, there was no one around. It felt as

TechiNews | Tuesday, August 27,2013

if everyone had suddenly fled. We called the
owner and found out that we would not see
anyone until the next morning and that the
keys were on the door of our apartment. It felt
weird to have the whole place to ourselves.
There was a lake in the backyard, and a ranch
with beautiful horses running and grazing. The
greenery and serenity of the area was a bonus to
such a wonderful experience.

The next morning we planned to go
to Cape Arkona, a 45-metre-high cape on the
island of Riigen. This area can best be accessed
by foot, but Putgarten has ample space for
parking vehicles. The walk itself is worth it.
There were flowerbeds on both sides of the road
and a huge navigation tower with the Baltic
Sea in the background. The cliff provided us
with an impressive view. We were lucky to go
there at that time of the year, because there was
a summer festival taking place at Arkona, with
sky-high kites of various shapes and sizes; there
was food, beer and family oriented activities.
This event is one of the best ways to enjoy and
get to know German culture. We were struck by
the beauty of the place when we took the steps
to the beach at Konigstreppe (King’s steps). They
were old and woody, giving off a mysterious

A trip to Riigen, Germany

feeling. The route was so pretty and green, and
at the end of the steps I could finally feel the cool
waters and appreciate the off-white colored cliffs
that mark the border of Riigen.

Our trip concluded with a visit to Vitt
by train. This place has been a fishing village
since the tenth century and serves as a port in
Arkona. It is a highly popular tourist destination
in Rigen. Its thatched roof houses and sloppy
land exemplify that dreamy ‘romantic fishing
village’ look. I promise this place will spoil you
with delicious smoked fish. We happened to
go there at 9 in the morning for a walk. While
absorbing the beauty of the Baltic Sea, we saw a
small spot where they sold freshly smoked fish
with a dash of lemon. The taste was so strong
and unique that it stayed in my mouth for the
whole day, even though I had 4-5 flavored gums.
However, it was a really good. The drive back
home was amazing—we passed by a small spot
where we spent some time at the shore enjoying
the monsoon weather. We also enjoyed driving
on the autobahn with no speed limits. Overall,
Riigen is one beautiful getaway place to go

experience the pleasant countryside and enjoy
seafood!
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Warm Welcome Week for new, returning students

Liang Hou
TECHNEWS WRITER

That brand new back to school feeling
has returned, despite whether your excitement
can't be contained or you are already dreading
the dire urge to poke yourself with #2s to stay
awake in that calculus class.

As an upperclassman now, I found
the entire Welcome Week experience to be quite
comforting, almost comparable to peering into a
fisheye lens, a slight distortion of my experience
from two years past, albeit none the less familiar.

On Wednesday, August 14, Move-
In Day had arrived and the omnipresent
anticipation that resonated within hundreds of
students could be felt around campus. There was
an aura of calm, as underclassmen blended in
seamlessly with upperclassmen. :

Actually, I found myself seeing more

unfamiliar than familiar faces, a fact that had
suddenly hit me as I realized how fast the
undergraduate years seem to go by.

Observing the Playfair on Farr Field
from the quad, the enthusiasm of the Welcome
Week leaders, voices of new friendships
forming, and a keen sense of participation was
infectious. I was glad to catch Pancakes with the
Provost on Saturday morning, because, cmon,
who doesn'’t love free food and people watching
in the Commons? Again, a peaceful sense of
calm at 11 a.m. that morning told me that the
school year was sinking in, finally, and summer
memories were already melding into nostalgia.

Taste of the Quad soon followed, and
it was widely successful, thanks to the combined
efforts of all of our sororities and fraternities,
Greek Council, the Student Activity Fund,
Residence and Greek Life, and Office of Campus
Life.

I enjoyed getting to see everyone,
sampling different foods from the different
Greek chapters on campus, and the festivities
of a mechanical bull and photo booth where
awkwardly posed picture strips surely ensued.

Fast-forward a week and an entire
week of actual school has gone by. Actual school,
what? Like, classes and things and learning?
Yeah, that! The school year had gone into
full effect, and my mind had to do a fast 180
from enjoying Welcome Week’s excitement to
preparing for classes and studying.

Yep, the first week of school is definitely
the most hectic, with student organizations like
Union Board holding their first general body
meeting, events to get involved on campus like
Alternative Spring Break’s information sessions,
and career building opportunities like the IIT
Career Fair in between pockets of (sometimes)
stimulating class time. I dig it.






















