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Student, faculty, alumni success highlighted in local media

Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

As one of the major technology in-
stitutes in the Chicagoland area and a primary
center of research, along with having a premier
law school, institute of design, college of archi-
tecture as well as a marketed school of busi-
ness, IIT is frequently spotlighted in the local
and national media for the accomplishments
of its current faculty, students and alumni. As
students we receive an email digest almost dai-
ly, delivered by IIT’s Office of Marketing and
Communications, called “IIT Today”. You can
check out their news archives at http://www.iit.
edu/news/iittoday/?cat=7 to read about these
accomplishments and get excited about at-

tending IIT!

Athletics is starting to gain more and

more coverage in the local media, especially
with the recent revival of the basketball team.
DNAinfo.com shared a story on February 22,
2013, “IIT Mens Hoops Center Relishes A
Second Chance to Play Varsity Ball,” that tells
the story of Scarlet Hawks center Ian Sisson, a
recent architecture graduate, who played as a
basketball team in 2012-2013. Ian had previ-

ously helped create an IIT men’s basketball
club team, and six of those players became the
foundation of the collegiate squad.

One of the most prominent IIT
alumni of all time has been Martin Cooper,
the inventor of the cell phone. He worked with
Motorola after graduating with a degree in
Electrical Engineering in 1950, and made the
first ever phone call on a portable cell phone
forty years ago. News media around the world
marked the 40th anniversary of this historic
achievement on April 3, 2013. Other illustri-
ous IIT alumni include Dr. Susan Solomon,
who is credited with the discovery of the hole
in the ozone layer over Antarctica; and Leon
Lederman, a Physics Nobel Laureate/one-time
Director of FermiLab and founder of the Illi-
nois Math and Science Academy.
| Crain’s Chicago Business also re-

cently previewed an upcoming story about IIT: |

the “Fueling Innovation” capital campaign,
and the new directions the university has taken
over the past five years under President John
Anderson, on April 5, 2013. Incoming students
will more frequently hear about this campaign
during their time at IIT as it a major fundrais-
ing effort to attract more undergraduates and
to build a 100,000-square-foot innovation
center, which would be the first new academic
building on campus in 30 years. Several benefi-

ciaries have contributed thousands of dollars,
and their names can be seen enshrined on the
walls outside the ballroom in the McCormick
Tribune Campus Center. Furthermore, the
university is also undertaking the renovation
of two important academic buildings, Engi-
neering 1 and Life Sciences.

IIT also has a very active interest in
robotics, with an active student group (Illinois
Tech Robotics) as well as some groundbreak-
ing research being conducted by professors in
the Computer Science and Mechanical Engi-
neering Departments. The Perspectives/IIT
Math & Science Academy robotics team, The
Iron Wolves, recently advanced to compete
at the FIRST Robotics Competition World
Championship earlier this year, and was pro-

. filed in the Chicago Tribune on April 24, 2013.

IIT’s Architecture and Civil Engi-
neering Departments have also left physical
imprints on structures in the Chicagoland
area. Those familiar with the CTA Green Line
may have noticed the new CTA Morgan Sta-
tion, which opened last year. This station was
designed by IIT Architecture Adjunct Profes-
sor Carol Ross Barney’s Ross Barney Archi-
tects, for which his work was featured in the

‘Architect Magazine' .on April 25, 2013. CAEE

- (Civil, Architectural and Environmental En-

gineering) Professor and Chair Gongkang Fu

is also approached frequently by the media to
discuss important developments in the indus-
try. He spoke with NBC 5 News about aging
bridge infrastructure following the collapse of
a Washington state freeway bridge on May 28,
2013.

IIT also has recently made a visible
pubic effort to support immigration reform
and has come out in support of undocumented
students. Tanya Cabrera, assistant director of
minority student outreach and diversity ini-
tiatives at IIT and chair of the Illinois Dream
Fund Commission, may have been one of the
admission counselors incoming students may
come across during their application process
to IIT. She recently spoke with Crain’s Chicago
Business about the difficulties in fundraising
to provide scholarships to children of undocu-
mented immigrants in Illinois.

Perhaps one of the most impressive
student accomplishments to be highlighted in
the media in recent times, a recent graduate
of the Law School and a resident of Plainfield,
IL, Jennifer Wood, was featured in the CBS 2
News story, “Mom of Seven Kids Celebrating
Mother’s Day With Law Degree.” IIT students
continue to shine and bring laurels to the uni-
versity, and keep the flag of school spirit flying
high.

Rani Shah
SGA PRESIDENT

Welcome and congratulations on be-
ing admitted to the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology!

We're not the average college experi-
ence - were better. The land of Scarlet Hawks
houses students who build farms on campus,
students who question the status quo, students
who lead world innovation, and students who
order Sarpinos pizza three times a week. Being
so fantastic all the time is exhausting though,
and in our downtime IIT students get creative.

Hackathons, carnivals, midnight

.

- - et gt £ B, - 5
- R R Tl - e
. et el vy ¥i wh ot
. - -'}'J_LT".""" . .I' yT iy v el T (Vi) s

volleyball, public policy forums, touring the
city of Chicago, or just running around your
dorm floor while your RA chases you; get ex-
cited!

We are the IIT Student Government Asso-
ciation (SGA), the governing body of all IIT
students. In a nutshell, we approve new stu-
dent organizations, allot funding for student
groups, and most importantly, work on proj-
ects to improve IIT. Our library is now open
24 hours a day, five days a week after months
of SGA work.

Our efforts have also caused Span-
ish language courses, course evaluations for
all classes, and most importantly, the Illinois
Tech Harlem Shake to happen. More than just

projects, we bring school administration and
students together.

Have an issue with school policy or
just see room for improvement? Call SGA and
were on it!

Frequent meetings with President
Anderson and the rest of our amazing admin-
istrators, faculty,
and staff make change possible.

So drop by and say hi! You'll see fel-
low SGA members lurking around our office in

the MTCC either working furiously to change

bylaws and policies or looking for free food;
both of which are equally important. Come
out and run for Senator while you're at it. Be a
rep. Fresh talent is what we thrive off of, under-

SGA President welcomes new students to lIT

graduates and graduate students both. Engi-
neering, Architecture, Political Science, Math,
Shimer, Vandercook, Journalism, Computer
Science, or Life; whatever your major, you're
encouraged to join the SGA!

Once again, congratulations on be-
ing accepted to what I believe is the most
unique university in the world. Welcome to
success, welcome to life-long friendships, wel-
come to innovation; welcome to the Illinois
Institute of Technology!

Sincerely,

Rani Shah

Chemical Engineering ‘14
Student Body President

.....
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Letter from the Editor:

Welcome to |IT!

[Hinois Tech is a unique place.

Because were a small school in the middle of
the big city, the environment that our school
provides to its students is unlike any other.
Our student body is just as unique as our
campus, which provides many opportunities
for IIT students to learn about other cultures
and enjoy the traditions of those cultures. IIT
is such a wondertully unique place, and any
student who chooses to get out and experience
it is guaranteed to have some of the best years
of their life.

That’s what this issue of TechNews is

all about. TechNews, the student newspaper of

the Illinois Institute of Technology since 1928,
started printing an issue during the summer last
year in order to serve as your one stop shop to
life at Illinois Tech and in the city of Chicago.
We've got all the infoermation you need to know
on campus life, from how to move into your
dorm to how to survive the first week of school
to what to expect during Greek recruitment
to what athletics at 1IT has to offer, and much
more. We also have information that will help
you know what to see and do in Chicago, and
how to see it all!

This issue isn’t just for incoming
students. We've worked hard on making

TechNews | Special Summer Issue

sure that the info in this issue will help those
returning for another year here at IIT. There
are many things changing both at 1IT and in
Chicago in the coming months, and this issue is
going to keep you up to date on these changes.

So, on behalf of myselfand TechNews,
Id like to welcome you all to IIT. I hope your
semesters go well, and I hope you all have the
time of your lives this semester! See you on

campus!

Sincerely,
Ryan Kamphuis
Editor-in-Chief, TechNews

Immigration reform bill promotes economic
development, importance of education

Hannah Larson
ASSISTANT EDITOR

The debate over immigration reform
has become a hot topic due to racist citizenship
laws in places like Arizona, and the bipartisan
comprehensive bill that is currently struggling
on Capitol Hill.

Immigration issues can hit close to
home at IIT, considering 22.5
percent of the student population
is international, according to
the Princeton Review (the
same publication that ranked
IIT in the top 10 of both their
“Least Beautiful Campus” and
“Least Happy Student” surveys.)
Though, one could suggest that
our cultural diversity extends
beyond that arbitrary percentage.

IIT’s own President
John Anderson published an
opinion piece in the Chicago
Sun Times, simply titled
“Reform immigration” on May
25. Anderson wrote the piece
on behalf of the Illinois Science
and Technology Coalition
(ISTC) along with Mark Harris,
president and CEO of ISTC.

Anderson and Harris
stress the importance that
immigrants have had and will
continue to have on science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
fields (STEM), and emphasize the importance
of removing “the barriers that are stifling
innovation and limiting opportunity” that have
stifled our country, and state. Prejudices and
the vilification of immigrants only exacerbate
the problems that Anderson and Harris touch
on.

We all know the dire straits that
[llinois infamously boasts; the pension reform
that has cost the state a depraved amount of
money, the worst credit rating in the country,
and second-to-last as the most indebted state.

Anderson and Harris go on to
stress the importance of investing in Illinois’
economic future, through the act of immigration
reform. They suggest that an easier method of
immigration would encourage entrepreneurs
to create jobs within our community. They
express support for the bipartisan legislation
that Congress is working to pass.

The bill (which has failed to acquire
a catchy moniker, see: Obamacare) touts a
13-year trajectory to obtain citizenship, visas
given based on skilled work, improved border
security, and the removal of categories of visas

for extended family members, according to a
Washington Post Politics article.

Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) told
the Associated Press that though the bill will
most likely pass the liberal Senate (projected for
June 10), it faces death in the conservative House
of Representatives. The redundant solution for
the House seems to be collaborating to create
a new measure that will be more likely to pass

£
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their abilities, instead of struggling in the
underground economy”

According to the Center for American
Progress’ data, provided by Durbin’s office, in
[llinois, more than 40 percent of students who
acquire advanced degrees in STEM fields, are
immigrants on temporary visas. Their data
also suggests that 121,000 jobs would be created
annually from the reform’s implementation.

Photo courtesy of lllinois Institute of Technology’s Flickr

the conservative House.

The fight over immigration reform
comes as no surprise, given that the outdated
GOP refuses to change their approach to crucial
social issues, including LGBTQ and women’s
rights, economic inequality, “entitlement”
programs, et cetera.

But there’s light at the end of the
tunnel.

The “Gang of Eight” is the nickname
given to the bipartisan senators that have
sponsored the immigration reform bill. This
group includes Illinois Senator Dick Durbin
(D) who made an appearance on IIT’s campus
on June 3 to rally support for the bill, according
to the Latin American Herald Tribune. Durbin
stated that the passage of this bill would mean
less time for foreign students, who achieved a
degree in the STEM fields, to wait in order to

obtain permanent residence.

Durbin, according to the article,
also outlined provisions for undocumented
immigrants. They would be granted an
“opportunity to find work in line with

The bottom line is this bipartisan
immigration reform bill would provide a secure
foundation for foreign students who are already
studying in the U.S. (and who plan to study
here) to take their shot at the elusive “American
dream,” and stimulate the economy through
job creation, and generating more tax revenue.
Who doesn’t love taxes more than Illinois?

Opposition to this bill seems to be
rooted in deep xenophobia, and prejudice
against those who try to gain access to this
country legally, and illegally. But then again, this
country was founded on illegal, and unwanted
immigration, see: the Pilgrims.

Political analysts are almost certain
this bill will pass the Senate, but the House
is entirely another story, and faces far more
roadblocks in the coming weeks.

To get more involved in immigration
issues on II'T’s campus or keep up with the
immigration rights movement, contact the IIT
student organization, Undocumented Students
and Allies (USA) at undocumented.usa.iit@
gmail.com, or find their Facebook page.
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Greek Life @ IIT: high cost, yields higher rewards

Bill Molchan
GREEK COUNCIL PRESIDENT

To join a Greek chapter is to take an
oath to hold yourself to a higher standard. When
someone joins a greek chapter they agree to,
for the rest of their life, abide by their chapter’s
values and hold their fellow chapter members
accountable to those values. In exchange that
person is welcomed as a brother or sister by
every member of the fraternity or sorority.
It begins a relationship that is stronger than
friendship: a two way pledge of absolute trust
and confidence that creates a family that you get
to choose for yourself. A family that expands as
you grow and meet new and interesting people
whom you want to care about and to have care
about you. It is of course possible to have close
friends without utilizing Greek Life, but Greek
Life formalizes the promise and creates an
environment for those relations to thrive.

The stereotype about Greek Life is

!
.............................................................................

1111111
.......................
------------------------------------

''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

............

-----

............

1111111111

that it is a group of people who are inseparable
and that constantly attend parties together.
While yes, there are parties now and then, the
truth is so much more. To name two, Greek Life
is also about academic growth and supportive
friends. In my own experience, to speak with
fewer generalities: I have stayed up all night
helping my brothers study for calculus exams
on numerous occasions, even if I had class the
next morning. Reciprocally, I have had brothers
teach me about subjects ranging from Electrical
Engineering to the History of Middle Earth
(That’s a real class) all the way out to vocational
topics like Lighting Design and Carpentry.
To the second point, immediately after my
relationship with one my previous girlfriends
ended, I walked over to my chapter home.
Immediately upon entering one of my brothers
noticed I was upset, and inquired what was
wrong. He subsequently dropped everything
he was doing, gave me a flying tackle hug, and
was willing to talk or distract me as I needed.
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These examples illustrate some of my personal
experiences, but each chapter looks to support
and assist their members and the only way to
find if there is a chapter that can support you in
a way that fits you is to go out and visit them.
The first week of school is recruitment
week and all week long the Greek chapters will
be hosting events for anyone to visit, with no
obligation to join. Several chapters will invite
visitors to dinner or lunch to give a better chance
to be acquainted with the chapter. Even if you're
not sold on wanting to join Greek Life you are
still welcome to attend the events.
If you decide you are interested in joining
a chapter the process is as follows: First, you
should indicate your interest to the chapter
so they can explain the small variances in the
process they might have. Then, if the chapter
agrees you are a good fit and would benefit from
the chapter you will receive a document known
as a bid which is a formal invitation to join.
These “bids” can not be given out until
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the end of the first week of school, in part to
give all parties time to consider their decision.
It is possible to receive multiple bids, but it is
only possible to accept one. Most chapters give
you a time period, for example a year, that the
invitation is valid for, in the event you want to
take some more time to get to better meet the
members of various chapters and decide which
one fits you best.

After accepting a bid there is a new
member process specific to each chapter usually
consisting of an explanation of the chapters
history and values. After the process is complete
you are “initiated” into the chapter officially,
becoming a brother or sister and earning all
the joys and commitment that comes with it. If
you are looking to get the most of your college
experience, or have been here for awhile and
find that you aren’t quite satisfied with your
experience, give Greek Life a chance. A chance
costs but the time to visit a fun event and you
have everything to gain.
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Campus housing provides benefits, challenges

Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

For most undergraduates, one of the
most unforgettable components which make
up the college experience is life in the residence
halls.

Without it, four years of college
really seem incomplete. The sheer convenience
of living on campus is why even the lucky few
whose families live close enough for them
to commute are encouraged to look into on-
campus housing as an option.

For those from areas further away,
there’s perhaps no easier way of settling into
a life away from home than to share the
experience with your classmates and colleagues.
Halo marathons, midnight trips to McDonald’s,
and synchronized homework procrastination
are just some of the appealing side effects of
living on campus. And with such an incredibly
diverse college community like Illinois Tech’s,
this invaluable experience is magnified multiple
times.

You meet people from countries you
may not even be able to point out on a globe,
with cultures and cuisines vastly different from
your own.

These experiences build on your
character, and make you grow in ways your
parents may never have-imagined. In the end,
it's when you get that empty-stomach feeling
on move out day when you truly look back

and realize that every penny you paid for this
experience was worth it.

AtIIT, living in MSV and SSV are two
completely different experiences, each with their
own pros and cons.

The dorm structure and large
common areas of MSV encourages dialogue and
conversation between its residents, especially
on the individual floors. Host to some of the
biggest pianos and one of the largest television
screens on campus, the MSV lounge area is
famous for hosting ice cream socials and FIFA
tournaments, mostly organized by the Resident
Advisors. Close proximity to most academic
buildings, the athletics center, and the cafeteria
are major plusses. Resident’s mailboxes are also
in MSV, making getting mail convenient.

The only sore points of MSV are
the lack of an elevator (which is a great way
to beat that freshman 15-pound weight gain!)
smaller rooms, shared laundry rooms (Sunday
nights are the worst times to do laundry. Keep
that in mind and you will be fine!), and shared
bathrooms (Which if you don't try to shower
ten minutes before the 8:35 AM class like the
rest of the world, you will be fine.).

[f you're looking for an open,
welcoming, friendly, and richly diverse dorm
experience, MSV is highly recommended.
Suggestions? Pack light and get/rent a
microfridge.

[f comfort is your number one
priority, look no further than SSV.

With a kitchen and laundry room on

each floor, elevators, bigger rooms, a rooftop
terrace to die for, a convenient location next to
Crown Hall, and a bathroom in each suite that is
shared with fewer people, SSV has a reputation
for being the fancy dorms on campus.

The SSV Resident Advisors have
traditionally organized fantastic programs
for their residents, which helps improve an
environment which can be somewhat anti-social
and much quieter than the hustle of MSV’s floor
lounges and common areas. If you live in SSV,
though, don't let the “distance” from the athletics
center be a deterrent to stop exercising in the
cold winter months!

- SSV is close to the Green Line, so use
that as an excuse to explore the city of Chicago.
Also try to engage more with your floormates
in the common kitchen areas, comfortable
lounges, and by participating in the programs
which the RAs organize.

Gunsaulus Hall may also be an option
for some of the eligible upperclassmen at the
university.

Gunsaulus has many apartments
which allow students to step up from dorm
life while still experiencing the convenience
of living on campus and having access to the
services that Residence and Greek Life provides.
The views of Lake Michigan from the upper
floors are worth waking up to every morning,
and the combined package of independence
with on-campus convenience makes Gunsaulus
Hall an option definitely worth considering if
one is eligible.

What NO'I’ to bring
to campus housing

These items are NOT rated) Multiple
allowed in McCor-
mick Student Village,
State Street Village,
Gunsaulus Hall and

Carman Hall:

refrigerators in a
room or apartment
Rice cookers (SSV
apartments are
equipped with
Alcohol (if you are microwaves; residents
under 21) of Carman and Gun-
Appliances with an saulus are permitted
exposed heating to bring micro-
element waves)
Candles & in- Space heaters
cense loaster or toaster ov-
Drum sets
Hot plates

[llegal drugs

ens (permitted in GU,
5SSV, CA apartments)
Waterbeds

Banned substanc- Weapons
es Hookahs
Microwaves (permit-
ted in GU, SSV, CA
apartments)

Music Amplifi-

Explosives

Fire Propellants
Extension cords
& outlet split-
ers ters

Pets (except fish in
a tank less than 5 Please know that all
gallons) campus housing is
Refrigerators over 3.0 smoke-free. Smoking

cubic feet or 4.0 cubic is prohibited in all

feet if energy star

campus housing.

Courtesy of IIT Residence & Greek Life
Faor a complete list of what 15 & is not allowed in 1IT's dorins
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International students should expect whole new world @ IIT

Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

Coming to the United States of
America for my undergraduate studies was my
first real time going abroad. Between deciding
[ wanted to take up IIT's offer, my US VISA
interview and my flight to Chicago, I barely had
six full days of hectic packing wherein I didn't
even get a moment to fully comprehend what
exactly [ was getting into. There wasn't an online
community on any "Admitted Undergraduate”
Facebook page for me to orient myself about
II'l or any Known acquaintances for me to talk
to in the Chicago area before I turned around
and said that tearful goodbye to my parents at
the airport. [ remember that everything was so
new to me that I stood perplexedly, trying to
learn how water fountains worked at O'Hare
[nternational Airport Terminal 5, while waiting
for II'l's International Center shuttle bus to
come pick me up. Somehow, intuitively, [ never
looked at anything new as a scary prospect of
revisiting my fundamental belief systems -
instead, 1 was always curious to try and learn
something new every day. America, even in
the post-recession world, presented a gamut
of opportunities and a personality-molding
education I could never have access to back
home. And that in itself was the single biggest
factor which kept me going despite all the
homesickness of freshman year.

You'll miss home-cooked tood,
you'll probably condemn the Chicago weather
multiple times, you'll feel jealous of your local
friends who can easily hop onto the Metra
suburban train every time they miss seeing
their little siblings and, it youre anything like
me, you ll wonder why Americans don't play
cricket, eat dinner at a normal dinner time
like 9:00 p.m. or watch Bollywood movies at
the rate of one new release every weekend.
You'll also probably question, at some point,
why they can’t pronounce your name right,
and why you have to resort to an alias at
Starbucks or Einsteins Bagels. But if you care
to take a moment and appreciate what makes
this country different — and special, in its own
way - you ll start growing in ways you never
thought possible. Every day, every conversation,
every new acquaintance will be awindow into a
new culture, and with that realization you will
hopefully come to understand one thing which
is by far the best piece of advice I have ever
received: take advantage of every opportunity
you get to step out of your comfort zone — that's
always where our biggest growth happens.
Never shy away from exploring a new part of
the city, participating in ‘foreign’ traditions like
Thanksgiving, learning more about American
history, or taking advantage of the large set
of resources that IIT and our wondertul city
of Chicago provides. Even three years later |
cannot understand how baseball works, or why
bipartisan politics can become such a touchy

topic, or how the current state of weather or
football (not “soccer’, you'll soon understand
what ['m talking about) are guaranteed to
initiate a conversation for you. But what I do
know is that I've had some great conversations
based on a bilateral curiosity to explore and
explain cultures. Of course I'm not telling you
to abandon your identity and become a new
person altogether — even though I've had the
fortune of traveling across America and making
friends from many different states, I remain
authentically Indian and love my country very
much.

More than that, I think (and
you'll probably hear this a million times)
that one of II'T’s most unique strengths is its
international student body. Residence halls,
the cafeteria, and your classes will abound
with fellow international students from
places all around the world that I cannot
even point out on a map. I've made friends
from Rwanda, Iraq, Bolivia, Mongolia and
Romania during my time here. It's these out-
of-the-box experiences that you have access
to during your time at II'l' which might just
enliven yvour IIT story a whole lot more. Get
involved in student organizations - there are
over 150 catering to literally every possible
student interest, professional degree, religion
and thinkable quirk (there used to be a Beard
and Moustache club, and it's up for revival, it
anyone reading is interested!). If you don’t
find one youre looking tor, create one of
vour own. Use the student transit card to lose
your way on the citys transportation system
(always keep a friend and a CTA map with
you, of course). Bored of the residence halls?
Check out I1Ts Greek system (trust me, it’s
very, very different from anything you ever
saw portrayed by mainstream ‘media). Even

%

if you have no interest in joining a Greek
organization, youre guaranteed to hit it off
with someone, and make at least one new
friend! Greektown, Devon, Italian Village,
Chinatown, and the Ethiopian restaurants on
the North Side - Chicago probably caters to
cuisine from most parts of the world at some
location or the other in the city - so when
youre craving that Pad Thai or Biryani, go
out into the city and get it, and don't forget
to take along a friend to introduce them to
something new as well!

Finally, another cause for thought
in your mind is (most likely) that job.
Employment. Work. The main reason youre
here in the first place. You'll hear all sorts
of rumors about on-campus employment,
social security numbers, “heres a quick way
to make money!” and the works. My advice is
to study hard and develop soft skills, not get
sidetracked by the gazillions of distractions
around. The job will come at its own time, and
there are resources on campus to help you get
there. Don't worry about it, at least for now.

Resident Advisors, the international

Center staff, the many different cultural student
organizations (African, Syrian, Indian, Korean,
Caribbean - just to name a few), the various
offices on campus catering to student needs,
the International Students Organization,
the Student Counseling Center, even your
professors and classmates — II'T has every built-
in support system you might need to make
your time here feel enjoyable. You just have to
take the initiative to go out and ask for what
you need. Studying abroad doesn't have to be
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a scary, nervous time filled with uncertainty
about the next experience and apprehension
to try new things. It can definitely be the most
rewarding few years you might experience.
So, to" I1T, and
congratulations — taking that plane ride was
itself a first step towards stepping out of your

welcome

comfort zone. 1 hope you take advantage

of the many more similar opportunities an

educational experience like this provides.
Good luck!
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Chicago culture contains concerts, museums, movies

Kori Bowns
BUSINESS MANAGER

[IT students have the fantastic
advantage of living in Chicago, one of the
greatest cities in the world. Whether you're a
Chicago native or this is your first summer in
the city, there are tons of things to do around
the city within the first month of classes this
upcoming semester. Be sure to check off a few
before classes get too hectic:

What: Chicago Air and Water Show

When: August 17 & 18

Cost: Free

The Chicago Air and Water show is
centered on North Avenue Beach, but parts of
it can be seen from many places along Lake
Michigan. With the city skyline as its backdrop,
the Chicago Air and Water Show is the largest
free exhibition of its kind in the United States.

What: Chicago Jazz Festival

When: August 29 to September 1

Cost: Free

This year marks the 35th annual
Chicago Jazz Festival, which showcases some
of Chicago’s Jazz artists alongside both national
and international talent.

What: Navy Pier Fireworks

When: Wednesday (9:30 p.m.) and
Saturday (10:15 p.m.) nights through August 31

Cost: Free

Through the end of August afabulous
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Movie Review:

fireworks show takes place on Lake Michigan off
the end of Navy Pier. Be sure to end at least one
of your days in Chicago with this spectacular
display.

What: MLB Baseball Games

When: Anytime

Cost: Free, up to $30

Chicago is home to two Major League

- Baseball teams: the Cubs on the North Side, and

the White Sox on the South Side. Occasionally,
organizations on campus will give out free Sox
tickets to students; be sure to keep a lookout for
those! |

What: Find an authentic pizza place

When: Anytime

Cost: $5-$25

Deep dish pizza is a delicious Chicago
specmlty so grab a few of your classmates and
find your new favorite pizza place in the city!

What: Museums

When: Anytime

Cost: Free, up to $30

Chicago is known for its various
world class museums, and every IIT student
should be sure to hit up a few of them during
their time in the city. From the Museum of
Science and Industry, to Adler Planetarium, to
the Field Museum, to the Art Institute, there is
a museum in Chicago for everyone. Several of
them also offer free entry to Illinois Residents
or Students on special days!.

What: Movies in the Parks

Summer blockbuster gmde

Fernando Mier
TECHNEWS WRITER

Summer is finally here and with
it marks the time of year when the movie
studios release their most important, or, at
least, the most spectacular movies anticipated
by their audiences. This year has started
roughly; with a decline in ticket sales of
more than 13 percent, compared to last
year. According Box Office Mojo, in order
to counterbalance this trend, movie studios
are releasing “A” rated movies almost every
weekend until August.

Whether you love science
fiction, romance or comedy, there’s a film
with a potential to become a blockbuster
for everyone this summer... or a terrible
commercial failure. In order to survive
this overwhelming season, Lights, Camera,
Action!!! (LCA) IIT’s own Film Society (or
club) has a list of 10 must-watch summer
movies, taking into account various factors
like the popularity of its actors, the general
expectation levels and why not, the personal
opinion of this writer.

LCA’s films that mustn't be missed
include: “Iron Man 3,” “The Great Gatsby,”
“Pacific Rim,” “Star Trek: Into Darkness,” “World
War Z,” “The Lone Ranger,” “I'm So Excited,”
“Kick Ass 2,” “Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani,” (yes,
we also recommend international movies, it’s
quintessential Bollywood) and "Man of Steel.”

Of course, we know we neglected
many, like all animated productions that are
for sure going to be the general blockbusters
for the summer thanks to the kids factor, but
their trailers really don't show anything new.
Still if you're into animation, films like “Epic,’
(an animated version of Avatar) “Monsters
University, (the seemingly unnecessary prequel
to “Monsters, Inc.”) “Despicable Me 2,” “Turbo,”
(basically “Cars” by DreamWorks), “The
Smurfs 2,” (no comment) or “Planes,” (Disney’s
unofhcial sequel for “Cars”) are also scheduled
to be released this summer.

As for the big sequel fans, some others
movies like “The Fast and the Furious 6,” “The
Hangover Part 3,” “Red 2,” “Grown Ups 2/
“The Wolverine,” and our favorite “300: Rise of

Image courtesy of collider.com

an Empire,” will also be what everyone will be
talking about this summer. So with a summer
full of blockbusters, creating that top 10 list
wasn't easy, but these movies are guaranteed
entertainment.

Remember to go and watch few
other films like “After Earth”, starring Will
Smith, Shakespeare’s classic “Much Ado
About Nothing,” by Joss Whedon, director
of “The Avengers,” “The Heat,” marking the
return of Sandra Bullock, “Two Guns,” with
Mark Wahlberg and Denzel Washington, and
“Paranoia,” with Harrison Ford and Gary
Oldman. Even if they aren’t your typical
blockbusters, they are creative alternatives to
the summer blockbuster genre.

If you don't have the time or money
to watch any of these, remember to come to
our LCA meetings during the semester because
we plan to have many of them on campus next
semester. Also, remember that you can buy gold
passes from the Front Desk on the MTCC to use
at AMC Theaters. Student discounts for the win!

When/Where: Several Times /
Locations

Cost: Free

The Chicago Park District sponsors
showmgs of free outdoor movies throughout the
summer at a ton of different parks throughout
the city! Visit http://bit.ly/16EFZEi for the full
schedule of movies and their locations.

In order to make the most of your
time in Chicago, mastering the Red Line is an
important skill.

For those of us who haven't spent
the entirety of our summers around campus,
navigating the city via the Red Line might
appear to be a little confusing. Starting on May
19, the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) began
much-needed construction on the south end of
the Red Line, the train line that has a major stop
a block west from campus. This construction,
scheduled to end sometime in October, is
focused on rebuilding the tracks between the
Cermak-Chinatown and 95th/Dan Ryan stops,
will result in better reliability, faster travel times,
and improved station environments. In order to
complete this construction, all of the Red Line
stops south of Roosevelt will be inactive for the
duration of the project.

In order to not disrupt service, the
CTA is moving the Red Line southbound route
to share the elevated Green Line tracks that
already run through campus. Southbound trains
leaving Roosevelt switch over to the elevated

tracks, and then run south along the Green Line
route. At Garfield, Green Line trains continue to
the Cottage Grove stop, and Red Line Trains go
to the Ashland/63rd stop. The movement of Red
Line trains to the Green Line tracks helps cover
most of the turf that is losing coverage due to the
construction, but in order to still get riders to
their regular destinations, CTA is also offering
free 24-hour shuttle busses between Roosevelt
and Cermak-Chinatown and between Garfield
and 69th, 79th, 87th, and 95th.

For most IIT students, this
construction turns out to be an advantage more
than an inconvenience. During construction,
the Red Line is continuing to run 24-hours a
day, so we now have trains servicing the 35th
Bronzeville-IIT stop at all times, as opposed to
having a longer walk from the Dan Ryan late at
night. IITers can also get from our campus to
the Red Line stops on the North Side without
transferring. Having the Red Line run on the
tracks through campus also means that trains
will be stopping at our stop much more often,
meaning less time waiting on the platform for
students.

All in all, this Red Line construction
might not be such a bad thing after all; many of
us might even miss it when things go back to
normal in October.

Chicago’s culture is rich, diverse, and
close! So don't waste time, and get out into the
city as soon as possible.
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Emilie Woog
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

TechNews had the opportunity of
meeting with Athletic Director (AD) Enzley
Mitchell to talk about the upcoming changes to
IIT Athletics.

: Starting September 1, IIT will be
a provisional member of the NCAA at the
Division III level. What this means for IIT is
that all athletic teams will now be competing
with NCAA DIII teams. We will be under the
provisional membership for four years. President
John Anderson has stated that IIT will now be
playing other schools more like IIT, in the aspect
of academics and values.

One of the changes being made to
accommodate IIT’s transition to NCAA is the
transition of Stuart Field from a grass surface to
a turf surface. Another accommodation is the
addition of sports to II'T’s repertoire; three sports
have been added since 2012. These teams include
the Men's and Women's Basketball teams, and the
newest addition of the Women’s Lacrosse team.

Mitchell spoke on why lacrosse was
chosen to become part of the Athletic Department.
“IIT released a survey in December [2011] that
asked about what athletic teams we [IIT] would
like to have on campus,” said Mitchell. “The most
popular women’s sport was lacrosse. Next that
went on to our New Sport Advisory Committee,
where they looked at the facilities we currently
have and the students’ responses, and lacrosse
was added to the roster”

For those who don’t know what
lacrosse is, it’s one of the oldest team sports
in North America. It was once refeered to
as’dehuntshigwaes” in Onondaga which is
translated as “men hit a rounded object” Women
also can hit a rounded object, and that’s just what
they’ll be doing at IIT this spring. The rules have
changed a bit since the 17th century, and there
are a few differences between the men’s and the

womens rules.

Physical contact the main difference
between the two sports, in the men’s game,
body-checking is legal — and may even be
encouraged— while in the women's game, it is not.
As a result, there is far less protective equipment
in the women’s game. Men wear helmets, mouth
guards, gloves, shoulder pads, elbow pads, and
often ribs pads, whereas women wear mouth
guards and protective eyewear, but (with the
exception of goalies) no helmets or padding.

The number of players also differ. In
mens, 10 players are on the field. In womenss,
there are 12 players on the field.

Unlike men’s lacrosse, mesh is not
permitted for the pockets of women’s sticks. The
pockets must be strung in the traditional way.
Also, the top of the ball must be above the sidewall
when it’s in the pocket. As a result, stick handling
and shooting are more difficult in women’s
lacrosse. In addition, the standard stick length in
mens field lacrosse can differ depending on where
you play, this can be between 40 and 72 inches
long. Women’s lacrosse sticks must measure 35%
to 43% inches in length; the goalie’s stick must
measure 35% to 48 inches in length.

In men’s lacrosse, the field measures
110 yards long and 60 yards wide. In women’s
lacrosse the field is a bit bigger; 120 yards long
and 70 yards wide.

Now that you know that II'T has a team
you should come out to one of their games, it is
a spring sport so this far in advance scheduling!
There will be four home games this year:

March 8, 2014, vs. Loras College @ 3 p.m.
March 22, vs. Augsburg at 1 p.m.

April 13 vs. Concordia University @ 3 p.m.
April 19 vs. University of Dubuque @ 1 p.m.

All of these games will be held on the
newly renovated Stuart Field!

Head Coach Allison Gallindo, for the
women’s lacrosse team, is still looking for players
to join; if you're interested you may contact her at
agalind1@iit.edu. |
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First-Year "G

Come to 10 out of 15 events.

Check-in with Campus Life.
Be entered into a raffle for fabulous prizes.

EVENTS

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IlITParentPrograms
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T Office of
Campos Lite
and The

Farart Network

SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

Watch the lIT Parent Newsletter for information on how to RSVP!
Not getting the newsletter? Sign up here: http://www.universityparent.com/iit

By joining the Parent Network™*, you receive:

A Parent ID Card
Listing of UnCommon Days in
The Commons
lIT Parent T-Shirt

Coupons for Center Court & The
Pritzker Club
Membership in Gift University

*IIT Hawk Membership

For more information, visit http://www.iit.edu/parents/

v v

of

ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Office of Campus Life



§ THE WEATHER
Sty wif Sute—Razn,
$m Caolder

1 il

IRGIRIA, EVENIRG, | CEMEERER 29 Pﬁﬁ. _Ff'é'ﬂ CENTS

e

vOLY Ay -

1ttl€8hip LoSEy1,500 Killédin Haw aii

T

Japanese §inbassy Staff Burns Papel® _[,one Wote AgatnSiiiy ey~
e B S s ar CaSt Fonowmg NEW. YORK, Doc. 8 (UPi—The Naiora] Breadessting

. esmpany's oorrospendent 3t Manits seporied odny lhﬂ%

A W

D gy

D e pi P N

- o]

80’s inﬁ. 70's elser
map and details are

o

o .

e I T T N L P e S S P Ml e I

3 : : " i r" Eﬂ L} .
m: Ty e o
 WASHINGTON ~Sen. Barsch __




