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Movie Review: 'G.l. Joe: Retaliation’

Melanie Decelles
CTA4FF WRITER

Thiz weekend I zaw "Z.1. Joe
Petaliztion'

I zaw thi= noowvie for oany reasoms;
toopckep lowe of action roovie 5, Toy apprecition
of explosiore, a proradse roade to roveelf to=ee
any oovie that feahmes Trvmyre “The Rock™
Tohreor and e willingness to follow Chanring
Tabarn indo any festering roovie project he
ckrides be wanits to sttach hireeelf to,

Drespite the many reasore I had 4o
Loove thiz rocevie Thave to sg T abeolately bated
it. This rocvie was 20 bad halfwasp thaough I kept
wishitg allof the roain characterswonld die off.
Again I hadevery masonto believe T wonildlike
this rocnvie . T dorit eque st a bt fio o roy action

Youth Lagoon’s

Angust Lysy
STAFF WRITER

Trewor Powers, imdet hicbard narce
Totth Lagoon, released his second alburn
Wordmns Bughous over ore rooodh zgo, at
which tirae I had irdennded o eview it, being
quite prod that I had pimchased an alboma
prochiced post- 1080z, a1 having pumhased it
wit bim the first week of its release — mrnething
I herve mever before dome.

Sore tme has passed row bt I
wish to review it all the same, =01 will Though
I arn rot farndliar with Powers first alborn, 1
find hi=sop horoore release to be hoth 2adially
ffor lack of 2 applicable word) and texharaly
rich and well-crafted. Althoasgh, like moost
conternporary independent” romsic T have
listered 4, the lyrica] meaning is obemired
in referenices omly dizcerrable by the artis=fs
perscralenpe dence EEnmblyl the comusopia
of Poowers sounds tends toward recogmizable
feelitg= and e roctions.

Az ome Todght expect with 2 itk like

flicks, bell Frooan wvid fan of the Fast and the
oy franchize (W 2410 bagt ewwn oo low
st bar was oo roach for this roovie.

The roovie D lowesthe Joes 2= Tartan,
rnasqerading as the president, atterogpts to
dishard the sperial fomes urit by crdering 2
rodlitary strike thatkilk roamoyof the Joes within
the first ten minmtes. Since the easy going
carraracete in the face of danger was kind of
the andy thing thistoovie had gritg forit] asme
oy, yond will bitterly rocnmrn the departed Joes
for the st of the filtn

Tle rest of the movie is an odd
reintmocnction to all the major players sHll
alive fromn the last filn, Whik moost of cur
hekowved Joes henve gome onto a better place and
hopefully better movies) the willains remnzin
ronughly the saree. This recycling of bad mnes
todght be why the filrorakers decided ruot to

treat their villaite with anyrespect whatsoever.
e e 2 Tremlornande that harehy mets oy
sereent e who announces be wards it all the
world and everythineg n it woujusthave no idea

whiy.

Atz crudal pomt mothe filn ore of
the villaite basa dight charge of heart which
i= dome with swch an aresing ok of detail vou
feel e thet itza sehip for anew el betrmyml,
its rot, they were reallyjust that oy Plot holes
ard awful characters aside T koow that moost
people are ondy aoing to see this film for the
fight seres, Dt Inthe arverming workdof 2015
we e had rooviesconstard by push the malriisof
on-screen fighting, Wee had apertherornoes
with batles in roid-sit fie burningon all sdes
ard we've had ten=w thrillers wher roen are
purcree kd in bethmooros smins todet bowls
the requiternerds for fun viclence is higher

niow than it was in the 80, Somecme honald
really tell Tom . Choa, the director of this filre,
abogt these dewlbprents. e urdorunately
arerit iropresed with fight scemes that mplice
action with bullets and Brace Willis (who bas
no sharee ). The oy fight scere with anyroerit
takes place on the side of 3 roourdain andewn
that gets ald after they 1= the mame shmt for
the thirtieth titee .

The lackhaster action corabined with 2
hizarre fasination with wmre alisic conmrd dowm
soeniarios (i carit be three roiremes for a third of
the filr, and hemesths Fro pissed i dragee d 3t
otk that lorer) give the erd ire filrn aslight sheen
ofdaptitee TV, warconld swear that vorve zen
this filrn before onFOX ingrararear school on
asick chw All inall it wasaterdble ronde, gt
The Fock wasin i, so it kast it weerit a total
Tt

Wondrous Bughouse’ texturally rich, well-crafted

Wondrons Pughous, the albam perwdes a
colorfl, 1=t hanmtingly nostalgic expression,
which—to this athor’s omd—terds toward
Teget or lare .

The alburn opers with an arabient
irstnarrerial track that evokesitrage s of paindt
skenwly dripping and disolving indo distilled
water; this track—in sorre way fome boding—
establishes the desponderd roood for the exdire
albamwe.

The ==cond track introduces a
disturbingly disharraondons interlude — la
the ol aueakof 3 rovmdabonrt —thed plases
1pon agreater therre of the albamn, whichcan
be described 2= 2 darkly-rondc juncpodton
of sArargs, soretimnes ursstling irnsges and
sonmuds, and 2 fregile, quasi-childish inmoce nce,
which itz=) i= eflected in Powers vocalsand
tarroordes.

For iretance, in track thres Poowers
delre s lites such == 1 worit die easily that's
what wou s=id after o wetched the diseas
spread. the doctor conceals a grin o tell
ber she comldnit beose hakhies [=2])" all with 2
squeaky woice, Eroiriscent of Dandel Sroith of
Drardelsor

The alburn, T believe, does have
an arc, of at least sormewhat of 3 partial
Tesohition to these datk thetes, For exnarop ke,
in track eight thete iz a noticeable relaiation
in the harroomy and 3 driving thython This
irderpre tation, thowgh, is comaplicated T the
accorrpande it of such bics ==, “evilis n e
=201, I'ro Tt coredres cnat?’

Mevertheless, lowe and religicus
ircagery nioticezbly etnerge in the firal two
tracks. Omce agzain, however, we find the
seerninghyinc orgmiis irdtaposing of boe and
a dishrbing irrege of bloodleting: ™1 sy low
exists and this iz what # is. i'to polhabed by roe
Hleood =0 belp roe ot it oot and dines it down
the drain.. . [5d]

9511, thi= Tecae be Doers srugalitg
with the paradeoedical concept of Christian
reckroption, which—hear me cut—is rot too
greata sretchcomade rimg the line, *“She pherd,
i& been kost oo Toamey tives to be fres [sic]™
[mh., Powers hancwritter, childishhy-rmwled
Iyrics, inchaded in the skeve notes, condain £w
capitalizations: Shepherdis ore).

This interpretation is further
aupported by lives such 2= "the living 2nd the

dead are waving to the corp= . ewerybodys
warting to see hinn coroe alive, ponr the ashes
irdo e, e it with wite herdstn deep drink
up. bers to death drink wap [=6],)" which recall
the maumection and Last Supperof Tess B ome
can even argie for a maohtion in this alborn,
the codng fr=ck, indesd, ofers but a partial
orue. Tt begire with 2 fews repe tiiors of the lines.
“roortal, we are roortalzon the nom. god wonive
seenwhat Fve dore. won koow whete we comoe
froro and vet we'ne children of cre [=c]

1 sy this iz be 3 partial e aolation
becmese there iz an armmerd to be riade that
the previous somgs are refernced in “god
wore seen what ive dome [=ic].” ino which
caze thissong reayrepreserd sore kind of dark
enlighte rrnerd for Powers, whe, 2= I cursoriby
rervarke dabove, roay soumed to be roolling cwver
pect regrets and, thaes, medketoability,

This treck closes instrumentally,
monch Like # began, bt in 2 swithng meelody
that efe mnces backio the squeaky ronmeda boadt
of track two.

Inall WordrousBughons iswortha
serions Listen if woniTe in the roood forsabdued,
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