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A perfect college summer

Dan Zweig
STAFF WRITER

Spring break is quickly approaching
and if you haven't already made plans, you
probably won't be able to pull off anything
spectacular; sign-ups for ASB’s spring break
with Habitat for Humanity or the Rock
Climbing Club’s trip to Kentucky are long over,
most airlines have already jacked up their prices
if you were thinking about Vegas, California,
Florida, or Cancun, and most of the academic
conferences are booked and registered. That
doesn't leave much besides going home if you
live close, or sticking around in Chicago if
you don't. Although many of spring break’s
opportunities seem to have already passed,
summers opportunities have not.

Now is the time to start planning for
vacations in summer; the career fair has passed
and soon youll know if you have that summer
internship, job back home, summer classes, or
any other solid plans for the three months off.
My recommendation is to use any extra time

to try getting away with an extreme, once in a
lifetime, college experience.

Last summer, I had the honor of
riding along with friends from Chicago to
California and back over four weeks. We left
Chicago after finals, stopping for a few days at
several different National Parks and cities along
the way. Camping or staying at friends” houses,
we were able to complete our trip even on a tight
budget. We purchased a National Park Pass for
$80, giving us access to each of the 59 National
Parks for an entire year. Even if you are only
going to visit a few parks, this pass is well worth
the fee, especially when split between 4 people.

On our journey across the country
we visited 11 National Parks (Badlands,
Yellowstone, Glacier, Crater Lake, Redwoods,
Joshua Tree, Zion, Bryce Canyon, Capitol Reef,
Arches, and Rocky Mountain). We camped
for almost the entire trip and even found some
random free camping on BLM (Bureau of Land

Management) property for a few of the nights.
II'T has an intense international population, but
also an impressively diverse national student
population, with students (or recent alumni)

from many, if not all, of the states. If you were
to connect the dots between all of the friends
you have around the country, you may find that
there is a large network of cities to explore and
friends to visit.

Roadtrips allow students to
experience the country and its National gems
in a way most people never get the chance to:
while we are young enough to endure it, yet old
enough to handle it. Our trip included camping,
hiking, exploring, climbing, and photographing
in 15 states, and hardly cost us anything as we
split the gas between 3 or 4 drivers.

We experienced everything from
deserted hiking trails to the hustle and bustle
of cities like San Francisco, Portland, and Los
Angeles. We were in 15 feet of snow one week
and 90 degree weather the next. With a trip like
this, you can really get as much variety as you
want. [ wish I had the opportunity and time
to make a 4 week journey across the country
every year, and [ know that I will try to make it
happen, especially while ’'m still in school and
not working 50 weeks per year.
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