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Math Club visits Wolfram HQO

By Pranava Teja Surukuchi
IT MANAGER

IIT Math Club has been quite active
the past semester. Last week, we had a club
sponsored trip to the Wolfram Technology
conference in Urbana-Champaign, Illinois.

The idea was conceived out of event
planning this semester; we were planning
on attending a conference and Wolfram
Technology Conference seemed like a great
idea. We appreciate that we are lucky enough
to be at a university that invests in a site license
so we can have free use of Mathematica on their
personal computers!

We were not sure if we would be
able to go to the conference, due to budget
constraints and expensive attending fees,
but we were determined to make it happen.
It took a lot of planning, going through red
tape, getting funding from financial board as
well as the Applied Math Department and an
extremely generous student concession from
Wolfram Research. Finally, we were successiully
able to take eight members including Dr.
John Erickson, the co-advisor of the club, to
the conference. To our pleasant surprise we
discovered that Dr. Grant Bunker, professor of
physics and associate dean of research in the
CSL, was also attending the conference.

On Thursday, the Conference had
talks by developers and users of Wolfram

products on new technologies developed
by Wolfram Research. There were also a
few workshops conducted to get attendees
familiarized with their new technologies. We
discovered the depths of Wolfram products and
several fields of use that we did not realise were
possible.

We had lunch with two II'T graduates
who went on to become developers at Wolfram
Research. We learned that the work culture
at Wolfram Research is different from other
companies. This lunch also turned out to be
what can be called the “Zeroth’ meeting of
[ITMUG (IIT Mathematica User Group) with
the founders of the group present. The lunch
was followed by even more fascinating talks on
Wolfram products, most importantly Wolfram
Mathematica.

Thursday’s dinner was followed
by Stephen Wolfram presenting the second
annual Wolfram Innovator Awards given to
honor individuals who have made significant
contributions to their fields, through the
innovative use of Wolfram technologies. He
then took questions from the audience about
existing technologies and his future vision of
the company. His perceptions on the future use
of Wolfram technologies was quite diverse. His
infectious fervor affected everybody in the hall.

Friday turned out to be more than we
had hoped. After a few talks in the morning,
thanks to Dr. Paritosh Mokashi, developer at

Wolfram research and IIT alum, we all had a
tour of the Wolfram headquarters. The outside
of the office was decorated with magnificent
artwork, all made using Wolfram products by
a dedicated art team. It was only after we went
in and had an expedition of the entire office that
we saw the uniqueness of the company, from a
sand tracing pendulum in a senior developer’s
office to the Stephen Wolfram Avatar Robot
made to have video conferences from anywhere
in the world. We also had a visit with Wolfram
Tech support which employees has Ph.D.
holders. We learned that the employees have a
unique chance of getting to talk with the many
world renowned scientists that rely heavily on
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Wolfram technologies.

After the tour of Wolfram
headquarters, we stayed for a few more talks,
had conversations with a few other attendees
whoare notable people in their respective fields,
before bidding goodbye to the conference. Inthe
end, we returned from the conference excited
about several new Wolfram technologies that
we cannot discuss, but we look forward to
sharing our new-found knowledge of the use of
the Manipulate and Dynamic commands, and
the functional and rule based programming
paradigms in general.




