TechNews

STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF ILLINOIS INSTITUTE GF
TECHNGLOGY SINCE 1928
McCormick Tribune Campus Center
Room 221
3201 5outh State Street
Chicago, Illinois 60616

E-mail: editor@technewsiit.com
Website: http://www.technewsiit.com

TechNews STAFF

Editor-in-Chief Ryan Kamphuis

Assistant Editor Hannah Larson
Campus Editor Utsav Gandhi
Art Editor Adin Goings

Sports Editor Ciaran Kohli-Lynch
Kort Bowns

Kristal Copeland
Amber Kiefer
Katie Peters
Shreeyeh Rajan

Copy Editors

Kori Bowns

Karthik Kumar

Swasti Khuntia

[{atie Peters

Sowjanya Potha
Pranava Teja Surukuchi
Rohit Vandanapu

Layout Editors

Business Manager Kori Bowns

IT Manager Pranava Teja Surukuchi
Financial Advisor Vickie Tolbert
Faculty Advisor Gregory Pulliam

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of TechNews is to promote student
discussion and bolster the lIT community by
providing a newspaper that is highly accessible,
a stalwart of journalistic integrity, and a student
forum. TechNews is a dedicated to the belief that
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By Shreeyeh Rajan
COPY EDITOR

One of the instructors slid the flight
door up. The flight started getting cooler. As
everyone evacuated from the flight, my heart
started racing; being second to last didnt
make it better. As an IIT student would say
it, the number of people jumping before me
was directly proportional to the number of
butterflies in my stomach. We all knelt down,
and my tandem instructor kept telling me to
move forward. [ was next in line. I saw the guy
in front of me jump, spin in mid-air and start
free-falling. That’s when I thought, “What did I
get myself into?”

At the beginning of the semester, I
found out that I won a skydiving ticket in the
lottery conducted by Union Board. A standard
$219 first tandem ticket for $90 because I'm
an IIT student? Oh, yeah! So, I get the ticket.
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What’s next? Approval from my parents and
the $90. When I told them earlier about my
interest in skydiving, they were fine with it.
When I told them I won the ticket, hell broke
loose. Family members asked me questions
like “Didn’t you go to college to study?” or
“You're paying that much money to jump out
of a plane?” and even “Who is that guy whos
going to attached to you while you jump?” Af-
ter a lot of persuasion, they were okay with it.

I remember my Mom telling me
to “be safe” and I replied sarcastically, “Yeah
Mom, I'll be safe when I jump out of the
plane.” She didn't find it quite as funny as I did,
though.

Back to my first tandem jump scene,
I’'m kneeling with my tandem instructor, Jer-
emy, aftached to me. He told me about five
times what to do when I'm in mid-air, and I'm
thinking of how am I going to remember ev-
erything.

So, [ look down and the camera guy
jumps in front of me and holds on to the flight
door to record my jump. With wind blowing
by at approximately 120 mph, [ jump. I'm fly-
ing 13,500 feet high and it was the best feeling
ever!

I accidently opened my mouth dur-
ing before the jump, so it was pretty hard to
close it while in free-fall. Jeremy opened up
the parachute pulled up the parachute between
5,000 and 6,000 feet ( I forgot to open it; [ was
having too much fun!) and then we were fall-
ing at a slower pace. Jeremy spun me around
thrice on the left and then I told him I wanted
to do the same on the other side. So, we did.
We landed safely, since I remembered not to
land on my feet.

Honestly, this was one of the best
experiences ever! After successfully flying and
falling, I feel like I can do absolutely anything
else. CS 351 next semester? Bring it on!
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