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Advocate speaks on campus for GLBT History Month

By Katie Peters
COPY EDITOR AND LAYOUT EDITOR

This month marks GLBT History
Month, which featured Zach Wahls, a speaker
who visited campus last Thursday night and
made a great impression of humor and oration
OI OUr Campus.

Wahls is the son of two lesbians,
whom he introduced to us with words and
motions as “Tall Teri and... Jackie” Zach is
most well-known for the Youtube video fea-
turing his passionate speech at the lowa House
Judiciary Committee defending his values of
what a family is. Whatever a persons views on
same-sex families and marriage might have
been coming into the presentation, it was a re-
freshing talk because Wahls does not condemn
any answer as wrong.

The best part of the presentation was
Wahls’ dead-on sense of humor. As a speaker
that visits all kinds of arenas, he has received
all kinds of questions from his different au-
diences, one of them being, “Which of your
moms is the man?” Think for a minute about
that question; does it make any logical kind of
sense’?

Wahls gave us his answer in the form

of a brain-bending question that seems fool-
ish but is important: “Which chopstick is the
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fork?” How much more sense does that ques-
tion make than the one asked of Wahls? Wahls

made a good point: it’s the stigma of a cou-
ple being defined as a man and a woman
that created the argument over same-sex
relations, but the notion could be as easily
accepted as the idea of a pair of chopsticks
working towards the same goal as a fork
and knife.

Wabhls left the night with a great
piece of advice, one that can be applied to
anyone on any side of the situation: “The
most important thing is learning to be a
good person, and thats not inherently mas-
culine or feminine”

One may read this article and be of-
fended, or one may read it and learn some-
thing. It is not until one steps outside of
their comfort zone that they can learn to
defend beliefs or maybe even change them.

This writer encourages you to step
outside of that comfort zone this month
and come to one of II'Ts GLBT His-
tory Month events, or visit Alex Garret in
MTCC 216 or any stafl with a Safe Space
sticker to learn more about the LGBT com-
munity or becoming an ally.

Visit  http://www.iit.edu/student

life/glbt to find out more information about
the upcoming events.
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TAKE BACK THE NIGHT WEEK

MONDAY OCTOBER 15:

Between Friends, MTCC 516 1PM - 2PM

TUESDAY OCTOBER 16:

Self Defense Workshop, MTCC Ballroom, 6:30PM - 7:30PM

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 17:

Keynote Speaker: “Just Trust Me”, 7PM - 9PM

THURSDAY OCTOBER 18:

General Body Meeting & Rally Posters, MTCC 516, 9PM

FRIDAY OCTOBER 19:

TBTN Rally, Meet @ picnic tables by MTCC @ 8PM, ends at the
Quad, with Porchlight Services’ Speaker




