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Tech[nology]News:
Samsung Galaxy Slll proves reliable, rivals iPhone popularity

By Ryan Kamphuis
EDITOR-TM-CHIEF

I Apple had a lomg lost twin in the
rnobilernarket, it wonld have to be Sarnaire,
Gaining confidernce from the widespread
success of the Galawy § and the Galazy SIL
Sarnsimg has began to build up exciternent
and articipation for its new devices just as
well as Apple, the rmaster s of the art This was
the case with the rew Sanamg Galasy 5111
Burnors flew for weeks abont the Galasoy S1IL
and Samamg made sare to do whatitcodd
to fire up the excitement cansed by these
nenor s without confirming thern, Because
of a1l this bepe. the Sarnsimug Galwsoy 51T was
dready seen as the next big” device before
it was even released. Bt can the Sansung
Gralazy SIIT live up to this hype months after
its amnoncermnent and compete with the
iPhore 5F TechMews was able to get o hold
of ary SIIT frovn AT&T seweral weeks agoand
has been puatting it through its paces to see if
it car.

fast by pickdng up the Galay SIIL
it is elear that Sansug put more thought
into the desipn of this phone than it eseer has
before. The device is sleek, thin, and light
with a construction that makes the phone
feel like one cornplete piece ewen though
it is made up of many. Uhlike the iPhone
and most other smartphones, the comer s of
the ertire device itself are roumded, armost
rnaking it look lile & pebble. Ifs drasicdly
different and will certainly ensre that this
device doeart huve arry problerns with Apple's
legal tearn, Sarnsurw bas said that roonths of
secret design work went into the desdgn of
the SIIL and it really shows when you pick
it up. The phone feels wery ergonomic in the
harnd despite havirg an abnommally large 4.2
inch screen. Bwen with the large screen, the
Flacernent of the devicds buttons malkes it
easyhowse with one hand. My only cornpl aint

abontt the hardweare of the 51115 the color of
the device. Wiy review device had Sarnamg’s
Pebble Bhue ¢ olor, whichis o Blue-gray color
with 4 finish that makes it look like brushed
alurndrnmn. It looks wery odd and has an
urae sthetic cortrast withthe solid screen As
cotrdncing as the finish is it il looks 1
takernetal which is o tum-offin oy opindon.

These days, the screen of a
anartphone is mportant enoagh to get its
owtn focus, The Sansung Galasoy ST has a
4.2 inch sereen withoa 16:9 aspect ratio. k
is a Super AMOLED Pertile display with a
resobution of 1230=720. While Pertile displays
typically have ¢ mubpixel amangement that
loweers the quality of the display this is not
a problern onthis device. The displayis wry
good, with vibrart colors and sharp clarity
The brightness of the display is cond stently
lowe, howeeweer, This can be fixed by setting
the brightness higher in the setfings, botthis
loweer s battery life, As good s the digplay
ot the SIIT is.it is rot nearly as good as the
di splay on the HTC One X While thisis all
relative and both displays are ezcellent, a rew
SIIT owrer rnay be alittle disapp oirted if they
sze their screen next to the Chne 3

The Galaxy SIIT has an eight
megapixel camers that delivers. Photo
quality is emcellent and has mary features.
The carnera orthe SIIT wa s comnpated to that
of the iPhone 4. which is widely considered
to hawe the best carners available omoa
anartphone, and fomd to be even better,
Ifs 4 aurprise from Sansur, who has been
kmown to typically place weak carneras on
their phones.

The Galaxy SIII runs Android
4.0 Ice Creamn Sandwich with Samsung’s
TouchWiz owerlaw Samnsmg has spert a lot
of tirne skinming Android for the Sarnamg
Gralazy STIL annd it results it a wery cobesive
software experience. The SIITs software has
arn orer archingnature therne, which Sanan
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dubbed “Matre UL that brings together its
design. Things are kept srnple whils sound
colors, atd irnages corne from nature, Whils
I generally abhor phones that dom’t ran
varilla Android and throw skinned Android
devices ot the window whenever I can, I
fonmd Sarnsimg’s overlays to not be that bad.
Although I prefer the experience provded
by stock Android to the one provided by
TouchWiz, the experience on the SIIT is
not bad and one T could live with, With its
overlay Sarnsung adds marry features to the
dewice not fomd on stock Andreid, one of
whichistheretirn of the e button, With
Android 4.0, Google decided to remnove the
roerny battorn that had long been 4 part of
its UL replacing it with & Watton in most
apps. While bringing back the roenn Eattor
rnakes sense for older apps that haver't been
updated for Googls's new dedgn sandards
the rnerm button is useless and a4 waste of
space it neweer apps. Ancther feahire added
by Sarnsumg is sornething known a5 Popap
Play. With Pop-up Plaw it is possible to have
1 witidow with wideo playing run over other
apps. For instarees, you could watch o movie
whilein the Grnail apprespondingto ernails.
While this doestit sound that practical, with
the SIIT's large screen dze it works well.
Sansmyg also adds many apps to the ST to
cornplernent the user experisnce. Alrmost all
of these apps work well. & Mermo is 2 good
note-taling app that gives vsers o lot of
featimes whils being drnple and easy to use.
5 Bearn enharves the Android Bearn featire
intfroduced in Android 410 5o youcan share
photos and videos with others wiaINFC. Fies
Adr is the best way to gme your phore to
wouxr cornputeT that [ hawe ewer ssen, better
than iTimes. Butnot ol of the apps Sarnamg
adds are good. The best exarnple of this is §
Wolce, Sarnsimug’ answer to Siti. B anoapp
that allows wou to ask your phone questi ons
to search things and perform sitaple tasks.
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While the apps woice recopnition is good. it
carftreally do rmwh. It seernshalf-baleed and
poitfless and is o cornplete let down. fast as
bad isthe phondskeyboar d. The leyboardha s
4 oveT-a gures i we text predict on that slows
down typing instead of spesding it up. Ifs
wery frustrating and led to me downloading
and ingtalling 4 different kevboard from the
Google Play Store.

If you happen to use your
stnartphone to make phone cals, the SIIT
worlt let vou dowr Call quality on the SI11
is emrellert. Calls are clear, static fres, and
sorad alrnost as good a5 a landline.

Firnally the battery life on the
SIIT is wery mood. It easily lasts o whole day
ewen under heavy use. This is o surprise
corsidering the largs screen on the phone
and the 4 G ITEradio that it has The battery
life is Better than most anatphones. Samamg
has ensred that the batterylife of the 511115
notits Achilles heel

At the end of the day [ would say
that the Sarnsang Galasey ST lived up to the
bype. While not perfect, the SIIT delivers in
drmost all categories and is probably the best
anartphone wou could by today, Itdoes oll
everyday task s wery well while lookng good.
Its flaws usually are with srnall featimes that
mmost people wodldrit e, B only rajor flaw
is the awiul text-prediction on its kevboard,
which can either be timed offin the settings
or Teplaced with another keyboard from the
Google Play store. Sansmg clairne d that the
5111w a5 the next big thing, and it certaindyis.
Cornpared to aniPhone 5 the 5101 is better
i almost every category. This seerns to be
the opinian of the awera ge consurner as well.
The Sarmsiumng has sold ower 90 rndllicn SI11s
drve its release, rnaldng it the worlds most
popular snattphore, with 4 rarket share of
oreer 10 percertt cornpared tothe i Phore’s nine
percent. The Sarnsimg Galasy S11Tis avail able
oty 4ll rrajor carriers in the Tnited States.
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