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OCES ‘recycling ambassadors’ aid in
sustainable efforts during Homecoming

By Brock Auerbach-Lynn
TECHNEWS WRITER

Homecoming Carnival is one of
ITT%s largest and most popular events each
vear. The music, attractions and free food draw
more than 1,000 people to campus. However,
all these people eating and drinking with only
disposable products tends to produce a moun-
tain of waste.

After witnessing the sheer volume
of trash in years past and the fact that much
of it includes recyclable bottles and cans, IIT’s
Office of Campus Energy & Sustainability de-
cided to use this year's Homecoming Carnival
as the first major event outside of IPRO Day
with recycling stations.

Throughout the carnival, attendees
may have noticed the eight recycling stations
scattered throughout Morton Park - each

comprised of 3 trash bins: one for recycling,
one for composting and one for garbage. Each
bin was labeled and had pictures of the appro-
priate items that could go in it. Every station
was manned by a volunteer recycling ambas-
sador who helped people dispose of their trash
into the appropriate container.

Attendees seemed a little perplexed
at first that someone wanted to help them with
throwing stuff out but they quickly caught on
how to separate their trash appropriately. Even
the more complex cases involving multiple
plates (trash), leftover food (compost), napkins
(trash), wood skewers (compost), cups (re-
cycle) and forks (trash) were handled quickly
with a little instruction from the volunteer re-
cycling ambassadors.

The volunteers efforts to green
Homecoming were met with very positive re-
sults and many commented to the volunteers

as to what a good idea this was and how it was
about time!

At the end of the day, the recycling
stations and the efforts of the volunteer recy-
cling ambassadors helped achieve approxi-
mately 45% recycling, 45% trash and 10%
compostable material from the carnival, in
contrast to previous years when 100% went to
trash. A huge success!

The Office of Campus Energy & Sus-
tainability will learn from this event and build
on its’ success in expanding IITs Event Recy-
cling Program. If you have an event you would
like help with, please email campussustainabil-
ity@iit.edu.

A special thanks to the volunteer re-
cycling ambassadors, Daniel Medrano, Leslie
Villanueva, Siyi Chen, Muddasar Munir, Anqi
Liu and Jinjin Huang, without whom this suc-
cess would not have been possible.
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