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TEDxXIIT gaining momentum

By Harshita Iyer
TECHHEWS WRITER

Mlany of wou hawe probably heard of
TED - TecImology, Entertainment and Desion,
For those of you who have not, TED is an
infernaticnal ergand zatien with speakers from
all wver the warld who speak on various topics,
The god of TED is talking about "ideas worth
spreading’ TED speakers talk aboiut topics
ranging frem science, to engineering, design,
leadership and a wvariety of other things, The
first TED et at IIT was crgand med last spring
at the Fent Auditorium with the apt theme
of “Breaking Through® by TEDIIT, the IIT
student organization with a speciallicense from
TED. This spring, the theme, il dnguponlast
vedr's 1s poing to be “Gaining Mornenturn”

At the first TED=IIT meeting on
last Friday, and as expected, there was alot of
exciternent, Arny Lee Segarni an [IT alunnaand
former TEDwPeachtres speaker was present for
the meeting, Students participaled in amonber
of brainstorming activities one of which was to
write down wor dsTepresenting the vwision for the
niext TEDwIIT event.

Ameng the most resounding were
ingpiring, global, huge and connecting, fudging
by the kind of wision that was seen at the
tneeting, itis safe to sapthat the TEDRIIT event
is going to be a huge success when it happens

State of the Union
Board Address

By Harshita Iyer
TECHHEWS WRITER

Ay the group of people atending the
Union Board General Body meeting walked
down the stairs tothe MTCC Auditoriven that
relatively warm Tues day afternoon, cnecould
feel it in the air that sormething was different,
Evervthing seemed the sarme. there was great
food, butthen Union Board always has sreat
food and the presentation was st and ready
to zo, as always, But this was different, This
wag infact, the meeting where the President,
Miriam Schmid was to deliver the very
special “State of the Union Board Address”

Hluch like the actual State of the Undion
Address, this is the meeting where the
President delivers a speech about evervthing
that Unien Board has achieved sofar, At the
teeting, the current Executive Board was
introduced and their roles explaned for the
berefit of anyone who might want to apply
for a posdtion, since applications ae open.
The waricus prograrmrmers wereintr odused as
well and given cool tees that said TR in the
front and “Programrmer™ in the hack,

This sermester, most of the Undon Board
general body meetings will be held on the
Bridege in the MTCC, so if vou have class
around lunch tirme on Tuesdays, you should
check them out! They even have the Scarlet
Fesver departrnent deing sernecrazy stunts for
your enjovrnert! Sone of the big Ui on Board
events this sermester include Spring Formal,
rsicals almost every Thursday evening, a
garmne of assasing on campus, and a pillow
fight amnong many others, Sovou should look
ont. for these and mark vour calendars!

I vout are inferested in finding out about
events by Union Board on campus, just look
at the TTB calendar at their wehsite, at ubdit,
edu If you weant to get more involved or just
donot want to go onthe website just stop by
a gener al body meeting Tuesdays o lmchtime
on the bridge o MTCC and find out how
voucanhelp of apply for an Executive Board

Iruge courtesy of Urior Board

o April 14th, 2012,

The event is planned to last all day
at the IIT Tower, with seating for 100 people,
accor ding to TED Tegulations, Entry will be free
of cost to IIT students, but those interested in
attending will have to subrmit why they want to
attend the talk.

Cnly those with solid reasons will
gt to gain ety since this is organized tobe a
high profile event with erninent speakers flving
in for the day. The event will also be sreaned
live globally, so evervone can still watch the
rmagic on their laptops, This maynot be ascool
as actually being there, but it certanlyis not a
bad bargain!

A few weelis prioT to the talks,
there will be small events at the Bog to get
the student body excited for the full event,
0 if you are infetested. watch out for those!
Everyene shewdd apply to go, becawse not only
will this be afantastic learning experience, but
it is also going to be a great networking event
with important people from [IT as well a5 the
community attending, So watch out for the
pplication when it opens, and mayhe you will
get to gol Fyvouwant to get more involved with
the erganization aspect of TEDRIIT, watch ot
for titning anneouncernents en [T Today and
o Facebook,

It is an honer to have a TED event bete on
carnpits, and a fantastic chance to watch sorme
of the best speakers around in action!

UTSAY CANDHI  campus@ technewsiit.com
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Recyclemania returns to lIT, aims for 1st place

By Brock Auerbach-Lynn
TE CHNEWS WRITER

February has arrived and with it, the
usud freezing cold snow and grey skies ...
wait, its 50 degtees outside and there’s no smow
in sght! Howeser, there is at least one thing
we can count on with the start of February,
Fecwclemania

Far those newto IIT, Becvclemaniais an 8
weel infernational contest among v et sities
to seewho can recycle the most (per capita and
total wolumne). Becwclemania starts Sunday
February 05 and rums thr eugh Satur day March
21, Exchweek, [ITs waste and recyeling hauler
Waste Managernent will measure the overall
weight of trash and recwlables collected to
oive a total recyeling percentage, [TT s ranking
arnong univer sties will be determined by our
recvcling percentage aweraged actoss thess 8
wieeks,

IIT has been a wery strong competitor in
Becvolemnaniain vears passed. 2 vears ago, 11T
was place d first in the state of ined s whils last
Vedr, we were second to UTTTC,

Everv IIT student, staff and faculty
memmber can play arole in helping us achieve
success in Becwolemania, Becweling is quick
and easy, Tequiring only amemernt of attenticn
when you 2o to dispese of angthing. Fed and
Black hawk bing with both recweling and trash
cornpartments are located in ever v buil ding on
everviloor across the university, Pegardless of
whete you are, there are likely 2 recweling hins
within 40 feet of vou!

Eecwclable material indudes all papers,
LW spapers, magazines, cardboard, glass,
plastic bottles and containers, metals and
dluminum cans, Around 0% of the items
disposed of on camnpus are recvelable - wet
IIT*% recyeling rate continually howvers aroumd
30%, Our goal is to achieve 45-50% recyvcling
which woudd put IIT as one of the best schools
in the nation! And while electronics canmot
be recwcledin the normal schoel bins, we will
be having several electr onic-waste collection
days in March,

Eecvclemania efforts are being
spearheaded by student groups Engineers for
aSustanable Werld MNet Inpact and U5 Green
Buil ding Council with suppert frem the Office

of Camnpus Energy & Sustainability, Eeep an
eve ot each weelt as they update vou on how
we are performing in Becvclemanda as well as
providing tips on iterns that are recwelable as
well as those that arent,

Becyclemania is a chance for IIT to
prove we are a leading, progressive and
envir onrnentally conscl ous university and the
best part is that recwling can have a massive
impact. For instance, recycle®1l.com, a
recycling-focused website shows that we use
B0 hillion aluminen soda cans each vear, but
that making cans from recvcled aluminum
uses 1/20ththe enerey compared with virgin
material. Furthermeore recwling one ton of
mixed paper saves the eneroy equivalent to
using 185 gallons of gas, which is about 4
menths’ worth for an aver age American,

Mo matter vour motivation or level
of environmental consciousness, Tecycling
makes a huge impact. 30 help [T regain
the Recycling Crown and make a positive
environnertal irnpact by deing vour fair share,
For more info on Recvclemnania, check out
W Tec volernania, T,

Students dance without music at Bog disco

By Will Syvongsa
TECHNEWS WRITER

sorne ITT studernts have a Friday night
routine. They dorit want toleawe canpus but
feel like adventuring oot of their rooms so they
decide to wisit the Bog, For those of vou that
are unaware, the Bog is a har and recreation
ared, equipped with pool tables, ping pong
tables, and abowling alley, as well as abar and
kitehen, conveniently located in the basernent
of Hermann Hall, The Bog tyvpically has events
Thursday and Friday each week from 5 pin.
to 1arn, These events range fTom camedians,
to rousicians to ypnotists and magicians as
well & dance parties. The Bog is something
that is unique to ITT andis unheard of at other
college carnpuses,

Bit I digress back to my stery The
shudents’ Bog rontinernay coruist of corrdling
friends to head down to the Bog where they
will walk past the lusuries the Bog has and
headto thebar area to order food or a round
of drinks, where they will sit and ignore
whoever is oo stage and quietly complain
that [IT deem't have anything to do. Their
nerma routine is interrupted though, They
are given a st of headphones before entering
the bar area and when thev enter, sernething
is different. Students are dancing, But there i3
nomisicplaving, Andeveryone appears tobe
dancing to a different beat, The Bogis having

a Headphone Disco,

Headpheone Disco is described as
the silent dance party. There are two Dfs, two
different styles of rnwsic playing & the sanetitne
without any of the loud-speaker noise, Dancers
are e quipped with two-channel headphone s that
time info one of two D swho are spinning tracks
side by side. Two friends could be dancing to
two entirely different songs and still be having
a great titne. This trend has been popular
overseas in Burope and is slowly sweeping our
nation (The Ds that night were brought from
CPETSEas

IIT students were skeptical, Theni ght
started ot slow with only ten dancers at most
on the dance floor af the beginning of the night
(The event started & ®00PM). The sdrage
thing was, evervone was wearing headphones,
listening to the music, Even when the dance
flonT started to petcrowded around 10:00F.3,
individuals were still sitting down listening to
the rmusic and dancing in their seats, Those
brawe enough to get on the dance floer had an
experience lie no other,

The Dfs aternated between modern
rasic and the classics, ranging from the Party
Eock Anthem to the YMCA, And if sameone
waiit feeling a song, all they had to do was
switch and their friends didn't have to know.
Group dances, like the Webble or the Cupid
shuffle, were popular arnong the or owd bt for
these that didrt feel like svnchronize d dancing

could shill keep dancing to a different song, The
silent dance partyisit just for the dancers either.
Aspectator cornrnented that theylike d the idea
of a silent dance party because the dancers
could enjoy thernselwes while he was still able
to have a cormersation with their friends o the
bar, Spectators wete also able to laugh or jeoin
in when the dancers decided to sing a song out
lonad (To a spectator, it appears as ifthe dancers
are just areally et of tume cheir ), The partywas
a preat wavto spend a Friday night in the Bog,

This event was even noticed by students
frorm different schools, ndivd dualsfrem another
Chicago university were spotted dancing and
having a great time with IIT students, Cne
studerst was shocked that our campus had a
bowling alley and bar right on campus and
said that they shoudd come here more ofien, If
an outsidet can see the enjovable aspects of 11T,
why do IIT students hawve such a difficudt time
having tun?

The Bogrecorded 144 wisiters Friday
night. Headphone Disc e, the cormp arg who set-
up the silent dance party, had 200 headphones
to giwe away, There were & most 0 people on
the dancefloor, Alot of individual s were sitting
with their headphenes in, too afrdd to take a
chance of lookinglike afool, But at least the 60
foels on the dance floor enjoyved their Friday
night and worit regret their timme at [TT. Where
will you be the nest tirne [IT has abig event?




