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From the Vault: 'Oh, Inverted World' by The Shins

By Ryan Kamphuois
ASE EDITOR

Welootre to the first article in a new
series called, “From the vault” Each week in
From the Vault, somebody will write a review
of ome of their favorite albums, An album that
has stood the test of time for them, and they
feel needs to be shared. Whether it be an old
Colurnbia jazz record from the 19505, arena
rock from the 19805, or some srunge fromthe
90, this section 15 where you can write about
it!

2001 was @ interesting vear for
rsic, Boy bands, who dominated the rmsic
scene all throush the late 905, were i rapid
decline. Daft Punk released their Discovery
abum, smbolidng the growing mainstrean
popularity of tecmo rusic. The bands that
would grow to defme the next decade in rmasic
were teleasing their first EPs. Arvidit this back-
drop, aband that had been performing imder
variouts narres and lineups throughout the 90;
was simed to Seattle’s Sub Pop Records, settled
an 4 linewp and the narre “The Shing” and re-
leased their first record: Oh, Tverted World

Oh, Tverted World was sormething
tatally new for 2001, Flaying a subdued-sum-
mer pop that harkened badk to The Beach
Boys, the albumn enjoyed pood reviews and
solid sales. It also formally kicked offthe career

of The Shins, and quickly becire one of the
defmitive indie -t o albums of the early 20005,

The feeling of the dburmis constant-
Iy changing, Each track i3 unique, and makes
for a diverse cormpilation, The cornrmon ele-
tents throughott the albumn are the chill feel-
ing that The Shing are knowm for, the undear
singing of James Mercer (The Shins” frontman
and lead wocalist), and the wisthil chords that
hawe an dlmost longing quality totherm

Ten vears later Oh, Inverted World
15 just as good as the day it was released, Since
it first came o1, The Shins have enjoyed enor-
mous success, Many of their songs were used
in movie soundiracks (movies like Garden
State and The Spengebob Squareparts Movie)
they vent on to release two more i ghly-we-
cessful alburms, and hawe becorme one of the
oo-to indie rock bands of the pagt decade, But
Oh, Iverted World still sounds relevant, In
fad, T would claim that the alburm has gotten
better with age, As The Shing ganed popular-
ity their style changed and be came more alter-
native, losing sore of the strong 605 folk-rock
feel. Oh, Inverted World still is strongly in
touch with that and is mere unique becate of
it

I youre into rock music [ canit
recornmmend Oh, Tverted Warld enough, It's
something different and ezciting, and can be
erjoved by almeost anyone,
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Bastion: great game |

In a small package

By Karl Ryballowski
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

M a olance, Bastion i3 awhirsical-
looking bite-sized isometric hack ' slash ad-
ventire in the wein of Diablo andits dones, But
with ar astounding soundtrack, watercolor art
desigm, and a deceptively addictive story, it of-
fers alot in a very stall package. Add to that
gareplay as casual or as infense as one desires
- sormething you can change onthe fly - andthe
$15 price tag startsto look very cornpelling,

Bastion 15 the debut effort by indie
outfit Superoiant Garnes, and for a small game
(available via ZBoz Live Arcade and Stearn), is
avery ambitious firsteffort, ItHollows a charac-
ter trying to piece the world back together affer
an apocalyptic event - the Calamnity - literdlly
shatters it, As the protaconist moves around,
bits and pieces of the world literally form in
frant of himn (3 very ool effedt to start with,
but with thernatic irportance, as s dovly re-
vealed), The character picks up a bewy of weap-
ons to defeat foes on his quest, while finding
a small cast of survivors and slowly leaming
what brought the Calamity about,

The hiero of the story - sirmply known
a8 The Fid - s the silentt type, But the introduc-
tion of a narrator - an old grizeled man with a
orawelly voice and awerld-weary delivery - lets

the central plot of the game miold, piece by
piece, with eadn action the protagordst takes,
Weapens or other iterns scattered throughout
the oame get little back-steries when picked
up, and the narration allows the player to peel
awray at the lavers of the stary, alittle ot a time,
witheut sacrificing any momenturm in the ac-
tual rarmeplay,

Bastior’s music 15 a mig of elec
tronicbeats and stringe d instrurents - ouitar,
banje, mandolin, even viola - that sives the
garre a baroque Western feel, The soundtrack
itself was recorded by Darren Forb, with a
pedieree in design of rusic for television
shows and even wames in the Rodk Band se-
ries, md the attention to detal shows, with
different pieces pertedtly matched with the art
desion and narration to evoke a germine a-
mosphere, whether it be ominous, suspense-
ful, or rrerely wistfl, In fact, the soundtrack
has becorre avalable o its ovm and is enjoy-
ing brisk sales.

For a game that can be finished
handily in inder ten hours, Bastion leaves an
irrpression - the seerningly simple pamepl ay
and art style slowly develop into a very rid,
comnples, rewar ding ezperience, with a strong
narrative and aunifiedfeel, Don'tjust take my

word for it, though - play the demo, dieck #t

out, and you want be disappoirted,
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D1d you know..

..Recycling is mare popular than democracy?

A recent survey showed that more peaple re-

cycled than voted during the 1996 presiden-
tial election. This is a huge step to making our
world a much more sustainable place. Every
little piece counts; recycle your newspapers,
your bottles, and return plastic grocery bag to

your local supermarket for recycling

The Office of Campus Energy and Sustainability (OCES) is coordinat-
» ing an effort among students, faculty and staff to define the specific
. actions, programs and policy changes IIT will make in order to reach
the targeted commitments that will defing IIT as the most sustainable
urban university campus in the United States.

Awesome people?
A little cash?
Real world experience?

Apply new.

We 're hiring.
hilp://go0.gl/T11L3




