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lIT tackles presidential challenge for interfaith service

By Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

Qut of 4000+ colleges in the United
States, it is gratifying to know that II'T is one of
200-odd who responded to the President’s In-
terfaith Challenge. The White House is launch-
ing the Presidents Interfaith and Community
Service Campus Challenge, an initiative invit-
ing institutions of higher education to commit
to a year of interfaith and community service
programming on campus. On the 3rd of Au-
gust, Lynne Meyer, Director of Spiritual Life
and Service Learning at IIT; and Leroy Ken-
nedy, Vice President for Community Affairs
and Outreach Programs for II'T, were invited to
the White House for a day of networking with
other institutions who had responded success-
fully to the President’s Challenge. TechNews
was able to contact Lynne and discuss the ex-
citing project.

How is president Obama different
from his predecessors in his vision of interfaith
community service?

The Obama family in general have
had huge exposure to community service, liv-
ing in our very own city of Chicago. For ex-
ample, as Associate Dean of Student Services,
the First Lady developed the University of
Chicago's first community service program,
and under her leadership as Vice President
of Community and External Affairs for the
University of Chicago Medical Center, volun-
teerism skyrocketed. President Obama laying
emphasis on interfaith community service
is hardly surprising and makes perfect sense
since in his inaugural address itself he had ac-
knowledged, being one of the first Presidents
in doing so, that the USA is essentially a cul-
turally diverse nation - and more than that,
a religiously diverse nation. Presidents before
him, though initiating service projects like the
Peace Corps, have not shown as much interest
as he has in unifying faith and service.

Why is this the right time for such

an initiative and why do college campuses play
such an important role?

College campuses have a history of
being at the forefront of many large-scale ser-
vice programs, going as far back as the Civil
Rights Movement. Youth have the energy,
passion and ideas which are required to bring
about change in the world. They are the lead-
ers of tomorrow and can apply the lessons they
learn in school, both inside and outside the
classroom, without worrying about commit-
ments that people have after graduating from
college.

As for the question of why now is an
excellent time for interfaith service on college
campuses, well, it’s actually always been impor-
tant. However, now the world is getting smaller
and smaller. There are no more borders and we
are starting to develop close contact with peo-
ple from different backgrounds, faiths, values,
beliefs and cultures. If we are going to be wish-
ing to peacefully coexist with so many cultures,
it is imperative that we make an honest effort
to understand other cultures too.

What is IIT’s potential in playing its
part in this project? Why do you think this is
particularly relevant to the IIT campus?

IIT has a long history of participa-
tion in community service activities, efforts
and outreach programs. ASB, the Big Event
and Greek Service activities are only some of
the long-standing service activities that have
become a tradition at IIT. The students may
not be speaking about it, but when it’s the day
to show their participation, they are surely
there in large numbers. We take our incred-
ible diversity for granted (40% of our students
are from outside the US, with our student
body representing approximately 100 coun-
tries) - but we need to know that this is a great
strength, and a feat that many, many other
college campuses are jealous of! Additionally,
we are a good neighbor to the communities
of Bronzeville and Bridgeport; and the city of
Chicago in general.

What are the partner offices, student
orgs and institutions who have agreed to sup-
port? What will their participation be?

I was very pleased with the kind
of response [ received from most of the of-
fices, student orgs and administrative offices
I approached for support while draiting the
proposal. Offices such as the Student Center
for Diversity and Inclusion, the Office of the
President and Provost, the Community Affairs
Office, International Center, OSL, Health Ser-
vices, CMC, HRS, OCES, Mies Society; along
with sister campuses Shimer and VanderCook,
and even other departments such as Athletics,
whom you wouldn't associate with my Office a
lot, came forward to offer support and partici-
pation. My job is to lead, co-ordinate and fa-
cilitate this initiative on campus and it feels to
have so much support, not just from religious
groups.

What are the upcoming events stu-
dents should look forward to on campus? How
do you see the action around this component
contributing to the broader campus movement
for interfaith cooperation?

As for now, look forward to Fast to
Feed! An annual event organized by the Mus-
lim Students Association wherein they invite
non-Muslim students to fast with them for a
day; just to appreciate food as a blessing which
many do not enjoy; this year will be an inter-
faith event with representatives from different
faiths.

What do you think will be the impact
of this kind of initiative on the IIT Campus in
particular?

Now, even before the launch of
programming, the Muslim Student Associa-
tion, Hillel, and Catholic Campus Ministry
are already planning events together and have
pledged to support one another’s projects; In-
terVarsity Christian Fellowship has eagerly
signed on to participate in the Challenge, as
has our Atheists and Allies student organiza-
tion; and our GLBT student group is working
with Catholic Campus Ministry. Participating
in the President’s Challenge is going to inau-
gurate a new era of cooperation and learning
on our campus, and will accomplish the break-
down of multiple stereotypes, including one
prevalent stereotype at IIT which afflicts all
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faith groups: the assumption that one cannot
be a person of faith and still be a good scien-
tist. The Presidents Challenge should lessen
the distrust and misinformation that exists be-
tween the religious and non-religious groups
on campus, as well as between faith groups. It
will excite more students to join service initia-
tives — and that too, not just for a resume or to
satisfy society requirements.

What do you think will be the effect if
motre classes are offered (as Humanities/SS elec-
tives) or more panels and discussions are held
which will encourage positive interfaith under-
standing and cooperation?

They have to be handled the right
way, as there is great potential for students
coming out more confused and more misun-
derstood than before. At a technical institute,
it will be hard to dispel the belief that science is
good and religion isn't; but it needs to be done
~ to create more culturally aware students. It’s
too important to not talk about!

How do you plan to keep this initia-
tive sustainable?

By asking service participants to
identify which student organization(s), if any,
they represent and to (voluntarily) identify
which, if any, faith group they are afiiliated
with, we hope to track the degree of involve-
ment of each population. This will allow us to
further cultivate the strongest relationships,
and identify ways to strengthen those that are
weakest, and to ensure that as many differ-
ent voices as possible are heard and involved.
Working with the leadership of the various
student organizations/offices/community
partners, we will create in each one a sense of
excitement and enthusiasm that will extend
to the future leaders; by making this program
something that students value and get excited
about, and by involving them directly in the
planning process, we will give them the own-
ership required for them to take aspects of the
project on in subsequent years. This also en-
courages diverse groups to continue to work
together.

This inferview was conducted shortly
before Fast To Feed, referenced here, fook place.

Photo courtesy of Marya Spont
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THE SEX AND RELATIONSHIP ADYVICE COLUMN

Sweet Pseudonym
SEXTECH EDITOR

]
e My girlfriend and I have been together
* for a few years. Now that I'm at IIT, though,
» we're living apart. My friends are all telling me
. to end it now because long-distance relation-
. ships never work. I know where they’re com-
> ing from, but I just don’t know; I think we can
* make it. What do I do?

Long-distance relationships are
brutal. When I first left for college, I was in
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a similar situation. [ was about to move 1000
miles away from my partner, and wasnt sure
what to do. My partner and I had a discus-
sion about it, and agreed that we would try
to make it work. We continued to date for a
semester before ending the relationship, but
still remain close friends.

If T could go back, I wouldnt
change my decision, but that isn't to say Id
be in a hurry to try another long-distance
relationship. I would recommend that you
talk to your girlfriend about it and see how
shes feeling. Chances are shes considered
the challenges of dating long-distance too,
and because it sounds as though you’ve been
dating for some time, it might be inconsider-
ate to take others’ advice without listening to
hers as well.

More than anything I think you
should take an inventory of your feelings
toward her and how well the two of your
handle conflict. Have you been able to eas-
ily overcome obstacles together in the past?
How well do you communicate with each

other, even when you're upset? It can be easy
to misunderstand each other over text, on the
phone, or on the internet when you can’t al-
ways observe body language or show physical
affection.

On that note, if the two of you have
sex, you need to consider how long yvou can
go without it. The way you interact physi-
cally is a big part of a relationship, so I would
suggest trying cyber-sex or phone sex. If that
st enough, would you consider an open re-
lationship with specific boundaries? Would
either of you be jealous?

Dor’t just end a good thing be-
cause your friends want you to. Bring it up
with your partner, and allow yourself a test
phase. If it doesn’t work, don't frustrate your-
selves and ruin your schoolwork and social
life. Take a good look at the way you inter-
act, and what you need from a relationship. If
you can get that over the phone or via Skype,
great! Just don’t underestimate the hurdles of
a long-distance relationship and make this
choice knowing it’s what is best for you.
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Submit your question through

http://tinyurl.com/sextech2
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Confessions of a cynic: 'Clinging to hope’

By Chris Roberts
TECHNEWS WRITER

Humans are utterly insane, arent
they? Do you ever sit back and take stock of
all the ridiculous things people
believe? Oh sure, you can try to
dissuade them with facts and sta-
tistics to try to open their eyes to
how things really are, but they
stubbornly adhere to irrational
beliefs. Sadly, I have found that I
am not immune from such think-
ing. Despite what [ have learned
about science, history, and psy-
chology, I cannot resist cling-
ing to a belief which, for many
people, all but flies in the face of
common sense:I have hope in the
American political system.

The strange thing is
that T am neither an idealist nor
particularly optimistic. I have
developed a healthy amount of
cynicism and have no illusions
about politicians being free of
corruption or of their corporate
patrons having the same interests as the gen-
eral public. However, [ value my rights and ac-
cess to information highly enough that I make
an effort to stay updated, keep track of bills and
politicians’ positions on issues, participate in
elections, and generally pay close attention to
the news.

I know what you may be thinking:
How could he be so deluded? After years of
hearing about (nonexistent) death panels, ter-
ror babies (again, nonexistent), rape victims
being accused of milking the healthcare sys-
tem (via birth control and counseling cover-
age), attempts to erase Thomas Jefferson from
history textbooks for religious reasons, and

accusations that the president is secretly an Is-
lamofascist illegal alien of socialist doom, not
to mention the undeclared wars that the nation
has been waging, how could he stomach pay-
ing attention to politics, much less seriously
think that it will lead to something good?

THE TREE OF LIFE

Well, I could make dramatic claims
of fulfilling civic obligations or give fulsome
praise to the Founding Fathers (a rather popu-
lar pastime these days). However, [ have more
practical reasons for keeping hope. For one,
the nation has been through much worse than
it is currently dealing with.

Think the job market is bad now? Look up
the Great Depression; unemployment was be-
tween 25-37%.

Can' stand how long America has been at war
in Afghanistan? The Vietnam War lasted for
two decades and soldiers were drafted.

Secondly, I am growing to, grudg-
ingly, accept that political news coverage has

become melodramatic political theater and
that most of the actors involved feel compelled
to overact. As such, I am learning not to give
much credence to uninformed, hyperbolic
commentary.

Third, while it is frustrating to have
the political spectrum of the nation
swing so far to the right that I find
myself line-voting Democrat, de-
spite not having strayed from the
middle myself, I do not feel as alien-
ated by the current political climate
as many others do.

[ was not among the Dem-
ocrats who expected Barack Obama
to be some sort of leftist messiah
and were disappointed to find that
his presidency can be thought of,
in many ways, as being George W.
Bush’s third term of office (bailouts,
military spending, government se-
crecy, the list goes on).

[ am also not a member
of the endangered species known
as liberal Republicans. Polarization
and internal purging has left conser-
vatives who are pro-choice and pro-
gay marriage on the fringe of the
Republican Party. Irreligious Republicans face
even worse alienation. The few atheist conser-
vatives that [ know have found themselves left
without any meaningful representation in ei-
ther party.

Overall, the situation could be much
worse. It is often said that a cynic is just a
disappointed optimist. I prefer to look to the
combined wisdom of Voltaire and Winnie-the-
Pooh: “..things cannot be otherwise than as
they are; for as all things have been created for
some end, they must necessarily be created for
the best end..” “But, I don't suppose I'm right””

Photo courtesy of conservationbytes.com

Chicago’s summertime stunning, short-lived

By Sukrit Mishra
TECHNEWS WRITER

[ had heard a lot about the fun times
that Chicago promises in the summer, so when
my first summer here happened, [ knew it was
time to make the most of it. Six months of the
very chilly winter season does make life mun-
dane and despite the exciting winter events
that one can enjoy, the heart longs to welcome
the summer sun. Mid-May was when summer
officially began and the plans started getting
made.

As an international student plan-
ning to make the most of the three months,
a perfect balance between work and play had
to be struck. So school and classes made their
way info the summer schedule. For the tough

school that IIT is known to be, the fast paced
summer classes can be a challenge. However
a little bit of sincere work can be enough to
get one through. So with the summer classes
going, the warm weather outside was too wel-
coming to ignore.

Taste of Chicago, where not only the
city but people from other far off places come
to enjoy the myriad food options that they can
avail, free admission days to the Museum of
Science and Industry, the Art Institute of Chi-
cago, film festivals, shoreline firework cruises,
Chicago Dblues festival, the MP3 Experiment
Chicago, camping opportunities in the neigh-
boring states, the recent Air and Water show
were a few exhilarating events that this sum-
mer brought along. 4th of July brought amaz-
ing fireworks display at Navy Pier that was a
real treat to the eye. Even the campus seemed
abuzz with conferences like Teach America

that brought hundreds of people from differ-
ent parts of the world together, students doing
research work, projects, [PROs and orienta-
tion events, new faces and excitement around
livened up our spirits. In the midst of these
invigorating events that were not just fun and
exciting but educational and informative, there
was the lake where biking or simply sitting by
the water for hours, reflecting and catching up
with friends never seemed to grow old.

On the one hand when there are
ample things to do in Chicago and explore the
city that you may still be new in, the absence
of summer upass for students even enrolled in
summer classes can become a constraint that
restricts the fun activities. However there is a
lot more to be happy about than complain in
this season. So there is absolutely no doubting
that summer in Chicago is truly a fun time that
everyone should experience.
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Get involved on campus, meet your new SGA

By Kelly Lohr
SGE8 WP OF COMMUMNICATIONS

Do you want to be involved in
dhanging Mineis Tedh for the better by swark-
ing onprojects like the Google Integration, the
student Discount Project, or the n-progress
Foreign Language Program§

Cne opportunity to get your hands
dirty with the Olincis Tech comununity is
working with the Student Government Asso-
dation (55A) Asthename implies, 5G4 1athe
governing body of shudent crganizations on

catnpu s, but its reach goes far bevond simply
keeping track the well-being of sadent arga-
nizatons 5GA is divided into three branches,
Stadent Senate, Fnance Board and Tudical
Board

Stadent Senate is the most public of
the branches Student-elected senators fromm all
colleges at linois Tedh work to speak az atep-
resentative volce of shadents i their colleges
Senators work on spedfic cormmittess to ad-
dress issues they see in the [linais Tech com-
rounity, Past projects we've worked on incude
switching the email service of Ilinais Tech ta
Groal, as well as extending Galvin Library

hoursto 24 hours a day five daysa week, The
administration needs students like our zena-
tors in order to know how we want to zee the
school change. The more studentz like you whao
get invalved in improving the school, the bet-
ter this school will get vear by vear,

Fnance Board allocates the money
paid by every student toward student life, a
fund called the Student Acivity Fund or SAF
Fnance Board iz committed to making aure
the money al sudents pay toward shadent life
15 digtributed fairly and uzed properls

The last branch of 534 iz Tudidal
Board, whidh acts as a chede to the power

held by the other two branches Maybe youte
thinking Senate and Fnance Board have a lat
of power. and youte right, but like in any good
systern, Judicial Board iz putin place to make
sure neither of the other tieo branchesis abus-
ing their power.

Sothatshow SGA waorks, [ts a great
way of geting inveolved on catapus and being
invalved with projects that really malke an im-
pact on the whole of Nlinais Tech,

I you want to find out more, vist
the webaite o sgaiitedu, email sga@iitiedu, or
izt the SGA table at the Student Involvernent
Fair thiz Wednesdayin the MTCC,

Fiinto courteqr of Einos Mostilfemhiian

Tips to manage financial aid, control monetary responsibilities

By Office of Financial Aid

The Office of Fnandal Aid would
like to weloome all students to campus for
another great vear! We have already seen and
heard from many of you in our office and want
to make sure evervone knows of the many op-
portunities cur staff have to offer this vear.

We have a great team of finandal aid
counselors who are happy to meet with you
OVET any concerns you may have, from filling
out required forms to listening to unexpected

family finandal situations, Cur office aims to
provide students quality services whatever
their needs may be, B you are unsure if your
situation would impact your finandal aid,
pleaze stop by or set up an appoimtment so we
can best direct you

Addifonally, our office has worked
over the past year to provide more outside
scholarship opportunities for students. Our
webste (found from the main itedu homep-
age under the Fesources section) offers dozens

of outside scholarship organizations that have
funding available for students. The criteria are
different for each sdiolarship, but we highly
encour age studentsto take a look and comrnit
fime each month to applying for extra money!

Fnally, our office plans to contime
expanding our finandal iteracy opportunities
for students. Last spring, we hosted a women
and fmance sessdon with Women's Services as
well az a Credit Basice session, We received
great feedbade from these sesdons and hope

to continueproviding new and nteresting ses-
sions for student in the upcoming vear, If you
are looking for finan dal resources for budget-
ing or saving, please vist the Money Manage-
ment sedion on our website (along the left
hand sde of our homepage).

Again, we welcome all students ta
catnpus and hope to provide the IIT conumu-
nity in this upcoming vear! Flease stop by ta
seeusin Main Building, Foom 104 or contact
ugat 3125677218 or finaid @iitedu,
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CMCrespondstocomments
on lack of assistance

The Career Management Center has
been working hard to secure job opportunities,
prepare students and alumni for the recruit-
ment process and for their future careers, and
implement several new services since the start
of the academic year.

CMC contacted the professors of all
Introduction to the Professions courses.

All first-year students were sent a
welcome letter from CMC via email and so-
cial media. CMC attended all admission open
houses, orientation sessions, and preview
weeks.

CMC held meet-and-greet sessions
for students, and met with Marketing and
Communications to launch a new campaign to
heighten awareness about the center.

CMC met with the student/profes-
sional organizations to enhance membership
use of CMC and partnership opportunities;
NSBE awarded the CMC with its Partnership
Award.

Revived the CMC Student Advisory
Council with 22 members (representatives
from all colleges except ID and law) that meet
monthly. Through discussions with the coun-
cil, using the standard resume for all students,
with applicable attachments for architecture
and ID students.

In discussions with the CMC Stu-
dent Advisory Council, developed panels with
representatives from various disciplines within
selected corporations to replace “mini-Career
Fairs” Most companies on each panel are ac-
cepting resumes at these events. Pre-profes-
sional advising is being coordinated between
the applicable faculty and the CMC.

CMC conducted Career Fair Week
prior to Career Fair, offering different profes-
sional development seminars to make sure
students were ready for Career Fair. Seminars
were available by webcast and are archived.

Dining Services responds to
comments on quality, prices of food

The top three recommendations—
increase hours, provide more healthy choices
and variety—from the Student Speak Commit-
tee were presented to the Food Advisory Board
(FAB) and II'T Dining. The following solutions
have been completed or are underway.

A survey of students was conduct-
ed by FAB to assess the interest for Global
Grounds weekend and weekday extended
hours. The survey produced a moderately high
desire for weekend hours, but not for consis-
tent use. To gauge interest on the week nights,
GGlobal Grounds tested later hours, until 11pm,
for a two-week period in early March. This
was also unsuccessful. It did show that stay-
ing open late during special events would be
beneficial to students.

Center Court now has extended
hours to offer late-night dining from 7pm-
11pm Sunday through Wednesday. The Bog
rounds out evening operations by being open
on Thursdays and Fridays from 5pm-1lam.

IIT Dining has also opened a new
dining location. 10West is open from 7am-
4pm Monday through Friday. This location
provides breakfast and lunch options on the
far south end of campus.

FAB concluded that while there are
healthy options available at the Commons, the
survey feedback might be based on students
not being aware of all the options available.
As a remedy, FAB recommended to IIT Din-
ing that a campaign take place to educate the
students. The campaign “Did You Know?” was
launched this semester. The program helps
students identify healthy options with tips (on
the wall around the corner from the pasta sta-

tion) on how to choose and combine foods for
a healthy and balanced meal.

In addition, II'T Dining has made
two important program changes. The deli sta-
tion is back on a daily basis Monday through
Friday, which gives more variety and healthy
alternatives. Secondly, the new Wok station
allows any meat entrée to also be a vegetarian
entrée. This is in addition to the daily vegetar-
ian entrée served in the North Pod.

In Center Court, the Salad Bar was
replaced with a Made-to-order Salad station.
Response has been positive and the station
sees as much business in one day as it used to
see all week.

In response to the demand for in-
creased variety, signature menu items were
added to 10west, the Bog, Global Grounds,
and Center Court. 10west has a warm, gooey
Cinnamon Roll. The Bog saw Connies Cal-
zones grace the menu. Global Grounds is the
home of the “Better than hot chocolate - Hawk
Chocolate!” and Center Court has Connie’s
Personal Pizzas for lunch and 14" Deep Dish
Pizzas during Late Night operations. In addi-
tion, Joe Kocher and Executive Chef Jovanny
Zepeda continue to delight students, faculty
and staff with more amazing UnCommon
Days in the Commons.

In the survey Dining Services re-
ceived a high rating for “treated me with re-
spect.” Eighty percent are satisfied or very sat-
isfied with this statement. As Dining Services
works hard to gather and implement feedback,
students can feel confident that their ideas
matter and are respected. Student suggestions,
recipes, or feedback are always welcomed.

campus@technewsiit.com
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7-Eleven responds to poor
customer service comments

In response to the Students Speak
Survey, the Office of Business and Operations
commissioned a student-run 7-Eleven advi-
sory committee in January to issue recommen-
dations for improving the campus convenience
store.

The committee conducted a thor-
ough analysis of the Students Speak Survey
comments, visited the store on several occa-
sions, and personally solicited student feed-
back. The 7-Eleven Committee concluded its
work after two months by presenting a two-
page document of recommendations that ad-
dress the customer relations, food service, and
products of the campus 7-Fleven. The docu-
ment was then circulated amongst 40 student
leaders and Student Government Senators who
ensured that the recommendations reflected
the opinions of the student body at large.

In the area of customer relations, the
committee recommends the enforcement of
Office of Business and Operations” customer
service standards, and implementation of
programs to reward customer loyalty such as
inviting vendors to distribute free samples on
campus, beginning a punch card program, and
clearly communicating prices and existing dis-
counts.

In the area of food service, the com-
mittee praises the recent increase in diversity
of hot foods but urges: the assignment of dif-
ferent serving utensils for vegetarian and non-
vegetarian hot food items, better packaging for
pizza slices, and offering utensils with the pur-
chase of every appropriate entree.

In the area of products, the com-
mittee advocates for: the expansion of general
merchandise to include grocery items, travel-
sized toiletries, and cooking supplies, and the
careful monitoring of the store’s stock to quell
issues of meeting customer demands and ex-
piring food.

Furthermore, the committee pro-
poses the creation of a Hawk Combo where
customers can select a meal item, chips, and
drink for a flat rate of approximately $5. Vary-
ing the combo items daily or weekly will pro-
vide a convenient way for customers to get a
quick meal at the same price every time.

To view and submit comments on
the full list of recommendations visit http://bit.
ly/iit7Eleven. The Office of Business and Op-
erations will work closely with 7-Eleven man-
agement to maintain progress on these recom-
mendations in the upcoming year.

HRS respondstocomments
on slow response time

Housing and Residential Services
empowers residents by providing support ser-
vices and leadership opportunities that foster
community development, academic success,
and personal growth. The department pro-
vides a quality living environment, which
promotes the well-being of campus residents
through well-maintained facilities and accom-
modations.

Issues Raised
Improve facilities and maintenance
0 Establish and evaluate response and

resolution times for maintenance requests
o Increasetransparency of construction plans
so students can factor this into their housing
reservations (e.g., Gunsaulus Hall)
0 Schedule construction and remodeling dur-
ing the summer (e.g., Gunsaulus Hall)
o Improve facilities support during holidays
o Repair MSV windows

Develop CDA leadership
o Seek and respond to feedback from CDAs
regarding policies and practices
o Engage in more effective individual feed-
back, coaching, and performance manage-
ment, and avoid blanket dictates (e.g., remov-
ing computer use privileges from all, rather
than dealing with individuals who abuse privi-
lege)
Action Steps
Action Already Taken

Bi-weekly staff meeting between HRS and

Facility Operations focused on status of main-
tenance work orders.

HRS met with Facility Operations staff to
discuss survey results and set expectations for
improvements.

Established page on HRS website for com-
munication about renovation projects (http://
iit.edu/housing/about).

Reorganized custodial staff scheduling;
increased training and reviewed service expec-
tations.

Surveyed CDA staff regarding experienc-
es as staff and effectiveness of training model.

Invited Team Leaders to participate in
hiring of 2011-12 CDA staff.

Action Plan for Further Improvement
Annual customer service training and
expectations with maintenance staff.

Increased frequency of skills-based train-
ing for Facility Operations staff (coordinated
by Facility Operations).

Ongoing assessment of maintenance and
facility improvement programs.

Posting of maintenance and work order
cycle time in lobby of each building.

Continued observation of CDA staff to
ensure that customer service expectations are
met.

Benchmark CDA student development
opportunities and learning outcomes.

http:/fiit.edu/housing
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Wind turbine increases campus sustainability

By Utsar Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

Gne of the most exciting everts to
have ocourred on campus during the sum-
met, and definitely one of the most slgnificant,
was the installation of Chicago’s first research-
focused wind turbine at a ribbon-cutting cer-
emory on Wednesday, Tuly 20 on Stuart Field.
The small 8lW turbine is a part of the IIT
Wind Energy Consortlim, a $9 milion, twe-
year research project managed by the universl-
ty's Robert Wl Galvin Center for Electrictty In-
novation and funded by the 1.5, Department
of Energy (DOE] and private partners. The
consortinm 1s working to help reduce the cost
of wind power sothat the nation may reach s
target of 20% Wind Energy by 2030,

Energy prices, supply uncertainties,
and emwironmental concerns are driving the
United States to rethink its enersy mix and
develop diverse sources of clean, renewable
energy. The nation s working toward generat-
ing more energy from domestic resources—
energy that can be cost-effective and replaced
or "renewed” without contributing to climate
change or major adverse emvironmental im-
pacts, In 2008, President Bush emphasized the
natien’s need for greater energy efficlency and
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a more diversified energy portfolio. This led
to a collaborative effort to explore 2 modeled
enersy scenarlo in which wind provides 20%
of L5, electricity by 2030, Published in 2008,
the U5 Department of Energys "20% Wind
Energy by 2030" report outlines the projected
impacts of an increase in wind energy genera-
tion, Ahlgherwind energylevel hasthe poten-
tial to create American jobs, reduce fuel prices
and stabilize electricity rates, create an income
source for miral landowners, and lower air pol-
lution,

The majority of academic bulldings
at IIT are due to get solar arrays as part of the
proposed perfect power smart grid, The sub-
shations are almost complete, and the test tur-
bine and solar array have been on top of the
plant for a while now, Some students are rather
skeptical of how much power the campus can
harmess with only one of these. They're also
curions to see how a wind turbine will affect
pecple since it 13 an urban emvironment. The
Wind Tarbine Syndrome 15 caused by ultra-
low frequency and in some cases high frequen-
ey nelse produced by these turbines that cause
somne pretty serious health lssues,

The turbine stands on IIT% Stuart
Field at 315t and Federal Streets and is one of
three turbines acquired by the unwersity for
research by the consortiim. The IIT Wind
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Consortmm also conducted a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for its large 1.5 MW GE Tharbine
located on a wind farm In Marseilles, Ilinois,
managed by [nwenergy This utility-grade re-
search turbine 1s outfitted with high-perform-
ing technelogy designed to increase the out-
put and reduce wear and tear of components,
which will ultimately increase thelifespan and
performance ofthe structure.

The technology incudes an in-
novatTre set of add-on instrumentation and
analytical techniques that can detect emerz-
ing wind tirbine gearbox and other mechani-
cal problems and a laser unit that sits atop the
nacelle and measures the wind in front of the
turbine blades using laser doppler vel cclmeter
technology, The sensor enables the turbine to
‘dance” towards the wind to Inerease output
and minimize stress to components, In addi-
tion to these instmaments, IIT has developed
sophisticated phased array acoustic sensorsin
orderto pinpelnt acoustic sources on the wind
turbine and develop notse reduction technolo-
Hles,

The consortium 1s only one of the
prejects managed by the [IT Galvin Center
for Electricity Innovation aimed at pursuing
greundbreaking work in the generation, trans-
mission, distribution, management and con-
sumption of electricity.

0% Wind Scenario: Wind Energy
Provides 200 of 115, Electricity Meeds by 2030

Fev Ismesto Examine:

+ Does the nation have sufficlent
wind energy rescurces?

+ What are the wind technelogy re-
quirerents?

+ Does mufficlent mamifacturing ca-
pability exist?

+« What are some ofthe key impacts?

+ Can the electric network accom-
modate 20% wind?

+ What are the environmental im-
pacts?

+ 15 the scenarlo feasible?
Wind v Traditional Electricty Generation

+ Emissions of mercury or other
heavy metals into the ailr

+ Emissions assoclated with extract-
ing and transporting

+ Lake and streambed acidification
from acid raln or mining

+ Water comsumption assoclated
with mining or electricty

« Production of texle solld wastes,
ash, orslurry

+ Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

(Acknowledgements to IIT Today
and the US Department of Enersy: "20%
Wind Energy by 20307, published Tuly 2008)

Photos courtesy of OCES

URJiit accepting undergrad research submissions

By Chris Roherts
TECHMNEW S WRITER

Do you want to improve fuel cell
technology? Are wou interested in learn-
ing how to prevent cancer cells from moving
threughout the body? Haveyou ever wandered
through the MTCC and wendered, "What was
this architect thinking?”

By getting inwolved in undergradu-
ate research at IIT, not only will you be able
to answer those (and many other) questions,
you now also have the opportunity to share
your worke with the IIT community through
the newly-formed Undergraduate Research
Journal: URJit UERJE i currently accepting
submissiens for its 2011 issue. The journal is
the result of IPRO 321, which focused on con-
necting students to ressarch opportinities, In
2010, the IPRC shifted its focus to promoting
and spreading awareness ofundergraduate re-

search at IIT as a whole, through a student-mn
publication. After saining the support of IIT
faculty and administrators, IPRO members
created a students organizationto carry onthe
work.

The submission deadline for the
2011 1zsue 15 11:59 pan, on October 1.

RN welcomes submissions from
all undergraduates within the IIT community,
inchuding students from Shimer Cellege and
Wandercook College of Music, 2011 graduates
are also welcome to contribute. Submissions
can take the form of documents, posters, or
videos. Currently, URJIL 15 accepting articles
in the foll owing formats:

Formal research article: A tradition-
al sclentific article that describes the subject,
methods, and results of the research. This is
appropriate for most sclentific research at IIT.

Essay: An essay which cites verifiable
references, this esmcudes fictlon and unsup-
ported opinlon pleces. This format 1s intended
for researchers stadying Humanitles and other

subjects which typlcally do not adhere to the
above formnat,

Literatire review: A critical review
of a published worle The review could argue
or test the claims made by the workds author,
evaluate techniques and methods used, et ce-
fera,

Pesearch experlence: A personal
narrative highlighting the experlences of be-
ing imvelved inundergraduate research, rather
than the content and results of the research
itself This format may be useful for en-going
research projects, IPROs which do not have a
physical end-product, and when the research
confent is copyrighted by athird party.

In additien to submiting articles,
students can also get inveolved by becoming
members of URNt Positlons are diwided into
three board s

The Design Board creates all of the
journat visual desions, ranging from print
{covers and layout) and marketing (fliers and
posters) to Web content. The Feer Review

Board reviews submissions, sigoests edits for
articles, and provides feedback for submitters.

The Editorial Board owersees all
steps of publication; edits articles, manages
all business aspects of the organization; and
worles with authors, faculty, and peer-review-
ers to malntain qualtty and style standards for
all UEit content.

Currently, URNI intends to publish
anmually in the fall semester. If there are con-
sistently enough submissions, the journal may
switch to publishing an lssue every semester.
While surveying students during IPRG 321,
questionnaire data showed that many students
were unaware of that undergraduates could be
invelved in research. URJit seeks to not only
reverse that trend, but to increase interest and
participation inundergraduate research at 11T,

Full submission guidelines are avail-
able at  httpy/furjiit wordpress. com/submity,
Ciestions about URJIE can be sent to urjiit@
omall corn,



What’s up on campus?

University Calendar

GLAM General Body Meeting

MTCC LaSalle Executive Conference Room

7p.m.- 8p.m.

Gays, Lesbians, Allies and More will be hosting their first gen-
eral body meeting. We will be discussing upcoming events
for the semester, as well as laying out the rules for the elec-
tion of a new exec board. For more information, find GLAM IIT
on Facebook, or email glamiit@gmail.com.

Wednesday 8/31

Eid al-Fitr
Everywhere

Library Fundamentals for New International Students
Galvin Library Learning Center

1 p.m.

Are you a new international student? Take a tour of the library
and learn about how to use the library with our International
Student Services Librarian, Y1 Han. She will tell you every-
thing you need to know to get you started at Galvin. You will
learn how to find books on the shelves, how to create your
library accounts, what resources we have and much more.

Creating a Quality Resume

Hermann Hall Faculty Room 007

2p.m.-3p.m

Workshop brought to you by the Career Management Center.
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Thursday, September 1, 2011
11 a.m. -2 p.m.

Study Abroad Fair

International Center

11 a.m.- 2 p.m., MTCC Bridge

Discover study abroad programs and internships in your ma-
jor, explore funding opportunities and scholarship competi-
tions, find language learning options and ways to go global in
Chicago. Returning study abroaders from IIT will be on hand
to about their study abroad experiences. Come to win one of
five 5100 travel vouchers from STA Travel!

Last Day to Add/Drop with 100% Tuition Refund

Wednesday 9/1

2011 Darsh T Wasan Lecture

Peristein Hall

8a.m.-5p.m.

Lecture by Alice Gast presented by the Department of Chem-
ical & Biological Engineering.

.....

MTCC BRIDGE

International Center

ILLINOIS INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY






















