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EGYPT FROM AN
INSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE:

Cut off from
the world

By Sara ElShafie
TECHNEWS WRITER

This week, we continue to share excerpts
from Saras blog http://asandstorminbastille.
blogspot.com/, describing her experience amid
the recent Egyptian Revolution.

Friday, January 28, 2011

[Internet and mobile service in Cairo has
been cut oft.]

3:00pm

Ahmad al-Fawal (one of my cousins) just
called. He said he was on a mobile, and [not
to] ask how. He’s demonstrating on the streets
in Zagazig, where my dad grew up and much
of our family still lives.

Al-Jazeera live is down again. “No or bad
signal.” We're waiting to receive a new frequen-
cy. I'm sure this cycle will continue all day. An-
other futile effort [by] the government to quell
the demonstrations.

The streets are tflooded from the water can-
nons. I doubt the water cannons are actually
very effective. Unless youre standing within
maybe 20" of the narrow stream, it wouldn’t
even be painful. You might get drenched. So
what? Waste of water, in my opinion.

Lamya is back from her exam. I asked what
the streets [were]| like. [She said] no one is on
the streets in Nasser City.

Watching BBC Arabic... images of people
fleeing Tahrir Square, holding cloths over their
faces, weeping and rubbing their eyes from
tear gas.

Men, women, and children have all taken
to the streets. The vast majority are young
people, probably 20 to 40 years old. The young,
unemployed, and enraged...

Policemen are waving their batons, hit-
ting everyone - protesters, each other, them-
selves. ..
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5:00pm

Things are turning violent. Footage is now
showing people stealing guns from police,
throwing rocks at police trucks, overturning
them and setting them on fire. The air above
downtown Cairo is grey with black smoke and
white tear gas. I saw one man get hit by an ar-
mored truck. Some have bloody wounds on
their heads. Utter chaos.

The police are now retreating. The crowds
are beating them back. Trucks are literally
driving backwards. We don't know if they were
ordered to retreat or if they're running on their
own motive. We also don't know if this means
the army is on the way...

Demonstrations have now broken out in
Luxor, Aswan, and even Istanbul.

The head of Al-Ahram newspaper, regarded
by all Egyptians as a world-class [scumbag]
(apparently, the newspaper was supposed to be
reliable, but it's actually been the biggest joke
ever and no one trusts it), was at first criticiz-

"One man
climbed up the
cockpit and was

dancing on top of
the truck. Then
they set the truck
on fire.”

ing the protesters and blaming the Muslim
Brotherhood, and is now taking it back and
saying “Actually, yeah, we need change.
5:30pm
It was just officially announced...that a
curfew will begin in 30 minutes. The army will
take over the streets. Everyone is elated - peo-
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ple like the army much more than the police.
Apparently the army is much more diplomatic
and peaceful, while the police are just brutal
and brainless.

Also just announced that Mubarak will be
making an appearance soon. For the first time
all week. This should be interesting. Though
there’s nothing, nothing he can say that would
appease the people. Egyptians are past the
point of no return. This will continue until
he is ofhcially gone for good. The army’s ar-
rival should be a good sign. Ibrahim said on
Wednesday that Mubarak wouldnt turn the
city over to the army unless he had no other
choice, as there’s no telling whether or not the
army would simply overthrow Mubarak.

6:00pm

Protesters are welcoming the soldiers to
the streets and celebrating the departure of the
police. I watched a crowd rocking an armored
truck and pushing it towards the Nile. One
man climbed up the cockpit and was dancing
on top of the truck. Then they set the truck on
fire.

Army tanks are moving through the streets.

It is really shaking to watch all these events
unfold in places I recognize very well, very
close to my apartment in Dokki. Places I have
been many times already. It's hard to imagine.
I wonder if T will find scorch marks or blood
stains on the pavement when I return.

People dont seem to be adhering to the
curfew very much. There are still plenty in the
streets, welcoming the soldiers, burning aban-
doned police trucks, and taking pictures with
their cell phones and camcorders.

Kareem just called and confirmed that he is
safe at Wafaa’s apartment, and that he was not
in the streets today. Al hamdu liAllah. Thank
God. Still no word from Amr. I pray that he's
ok. Rabbina maahu. God be with him.

Just talked to Tanya again. Sara Abou
Bakr returned safely from protesting all day.
She survived the tear gas and the action. I'm
so glad shes ok. I was praying all day that I
wouldn't see her face amidst the crowds on TV.

Once again, and now more than ever, I
firmly believe that it is no coincidence that I am
here in Egypt at this time. I was meant to be
here, to witness this with my own eyes, at this
turning point in my life.

To be continued...
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OPINION

Springbro-
ken at lIT

By Ryan Kamphuis
CAMPUS EDITOR

An uncharacteristic calm settled over
the ITT campus this past week as the school
observed Spring Break. As soon as classes
ended on Thursday, March 10 students be-
gan leaving campus, with the mass exodus
occurring the next day. Students travelled
all over the world as they returned home
or went on vacation to new places or exotic
locales. While the majority of the student
body left campus, a select few stayed on
campus for break.

There were many reasons why some stu-
dents chose to stay on campus for Spring
Break. Some lived far away from campus
and couldn't afford to go home for just a
week. Architecture students had projects
due the week after break that they needed to
be in studio or shop to be able to complete.
And still others just wanted to stay in town
and enjoy a relaxing week in Chicago.

The week of Spring Break proved rela-
tively uneventful. No major events were
scheduled, and no spontaneous events
sprang forth on campus. Those who stayed
kept to themselves and their work. Vander-
cook College of Music was in session this
past week due to their Spring Break being a
week earlier than IIT's.

Students who did stay on campus over
break were treated to uncharacteristically
warm and beautiful weather, with most
days being clear and sunny. Several days
over break it got above 50 degrees Fahren-
heit, and it even got above 60 degrees Fahr-
enheit one day.

In essence, those who stayed on campus
enjoyed a week of solitude. This week al-
lowed them to relax, recharge, and prepare
themselves for the last few weeks of the se-
mester.
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Galvin art gallery exhibiting "Fragments” of Geraldine McCullough

On Friday March 11, the Geraldine
McCullough art exhibit opened in the
Art Gallery room of Galvin library. Mc-
Cullough was a prominent Chicago
painter and sculptor who recieved her
bachelor’s degree from the Art Institute of
Chicago in 1948. The exhibit was arranged
by John Martin and on the night of the
opening, Martin and representatives from
the DuSable Museum of African American
History spoke of McCullough’s life and in-
spirations.

The Geraldine McCullough “Fragments”
Exhibit features pieces encompassing tra-
ditional African ritual art and European
and American artistic influences.
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