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Egypt from an insider’s perspective:

Mounting tensions
in Tahrir Square

By Sara El3hafie
TECHMEWS WRITER

Thizs week, we continue to share excerpls
from Sarab blop hitpesandstormimbastille,
Blogspot.coms, describing her experience amid
the recent Egvptian Revolution,
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Well, the government is officially panick-
ing, and they are deing evervthing they can
think, of to prevent and suppress the dem-
onstrations today, Tahrir Square is closed off
completely, We hawe no intamet. We have
no mobile service. Al-Tazeera live is blocked
—the screen literally says “This diannel isnot
munning of scrambled” - to t1y to prevent live
coverage of today’s events, The government is
fTvingtoputusbadsinthe Stone Age T just
praving that theland lines don™ get cut as well,
We should probably start fllling bottles of wa-
ter and get out the flashlights just in case.

I heard a man wvelling in the street this
meorning He sounded werv passionate, even
angrv. I couldn't tell what he was saving, and [
thought perthaps hewas calling upon evervone
toprotest in the sreet. Then Taunt (aunt) Afaf
explained that he was selling or anges.

Thats Eovpt A man velling in the sreet
in Arabic at the top of his lungs, "ORANGES
FOE SAAAMAAMAALEIN™ is just part of the
ambient noise In the U5, anyone deing the
sarne would probably be arrested for disturb-
ingthepeace,
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Arnu (uncle) Avman just told e that Aror,
Ozarna, Ahmad, Fareem. Mcohammad, and
Tbrahimn (somne of my cousins) are all in the
sreet today, [ am not surprised. I'm proud.
Amu Ayman spolee to Muharmmad thismorn-
ing and advised him notto confront the police
directly, of course. I'm praving that they all
comne back safely. Aro Ayrnan assurestne that
thereisnoway the police can arrest all thepro-
testors in the street, Rabbina matheam, God be
with them.

Huzzah for Al-Jazeeralll Apparently Al-
Jazeera released a password on their other
channel, the one playing old footage fTom
Thiesday, so that Egvptans can access Al
Jazeera webasher, Al-Tazeera Live, wia a dif-
ferent frequency. Al-Jazeera is run by former
BEC reporters - they are professionals I com-
mend them for helping Eovptians fight the
good fight, In a few hour s it too will probably
be bloclked, after which thev’ll switch again to
arew T equency.

Interestingly, BRC Arabic has not been
blocked, Apparently the BEovptian government
wontriskbloddngthe British, only Al-Jazeer a

I'mn now watching live coverage of Tahrir
oquare, Police arelined up, backed by armered

trucks, Bloddng the street right next to the
Eovptian Museurn where [ wasjust days ago
with my cousin Lenah, People are watching
from 6th October bridge, where [ was just
vester day. This is unreal, There must be a
cople hundred police. It loolks like an inva-
sion, It is an invasion.

This merning [ asked Av Aymnan, "is-
Shorta fellan behib Mubsrakwalls I’ "Do
the peolice actually love Mubarak o ned™
He explained that the police are cornpletely
brainwashed, You would not believe the
things they would say, [ waswrong - they are
nct just following orders out of fear, They are
actually defending #ubar alz. However, A
Ayvman also said that after afewmore days of
these demonsirations. some of themn might
cotne back fram the Darl: Side, [ told Taunt
Afaf about the Stanley-Milgram experitnents
that were conducted following W II, demn -
onstrating that even average civilians can be
pushed to do horrific things under pressure
and imposed authority,
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Chaosin the streets, People have poured
into the sireets by the thousands, So far the
protests are relatively peaceful. Brervone is
shouting, dapping, linking arms, waving
signs, running fom the police, and burning
trash in fires in the sireet to [prevent] the
armoured police trucks fTom reaching the
protesters,.,

[ remnemnber the first information meet-
ing we had with the Study Abroad office in
Chicago last fall, when they told usthatif we
happen to see any demnonst afons while in
Egvpt, we should not participate under any
cirournstances, of even risk taldng pictures,
When in Egvpt, we are under Egypts juris-
dicien, and the American Embassy won't
be able to pull 1s out if we are thrown in jail
(and thats under normal o curn stan ces),

[ asked Amu Asrnan why the BEovptan
governmment let Moharned ElBaradei back
into the countr v if they kmew that he was 1e-
turning to lead demonstrations, Apparently
hisprominence asaworld peaceleader gives
him enough dout to protect him 1 om being
detained. Lenah said, "If they were to arrest
hirn, the city would bein flames”

Endless footage of pelice in Tahrin
square, shoolng tear gas canisters ab pro-
testers on 6th Ocotober bridge. The protesters
are throwing the canisters back at the police,
as wiell asrocks The numbers in the streets
seem to be growing, Police are beafing ev-
ervone with batons, Thisis a sad daw. but an
important and exciting day agwell,

To be continued...

VLADA GAISINA opinioni@technewsiit.com
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Sex Tech

THE ZEX AMD RELATIOMSHIP ALY CE COLLAAR

Sweet Pzeudonym
SEXTECH EDITOR

: I think I am attracted to one of my

TAs. I have baan poing to his offica
hours pratty regularly, even if thare isn't
a lot of nead for help. Ha is wually vary
friandly and jokes around a lot, so I sus-
pact he might fasl the same about ma, but
I can't be sura. Would it be wrong to ap-
proach him? - Diligent Student
A Honestly? Yes, But only for right now! [
arn definitely pro “screw gender norms, if a
girl likes a guw, she should approach him’,
just not when hes in a podton of superi-
arity. [ thinlk it%s great that vou'se been go-
ing cut of your way to hang out with him
during office hours (and he probably likes
ittoo), but to say anything to him while he's
sill wour TA would put hitn into an incred-
ibly awloward podition. one that might re-
sult in him turning you down, even when
he ctherwise would never dreamn of deoing
son I werevou, [ would continueto goto
affice hours (but not every time!l ), and then
when the end of semester rolls around, ask
himifhe wantsto get coffes: easy, non-con-
frontational. and a surefirefirst date, So. the
moral of this story seems to be no, its not
WIong to approach him, itk just wrongto do
it when het sll vour TA, But don't worry,
walting untl the end of the semester will
just make it way more worth it when vou
finally do aslchim ot

: I've been secing, this girl for a faw

waeks now, nothing serious. She got
into a raally bad car wreck and neads a lot
of intensa physical therapy, so I've kind of
stappad up to nursa har back to haalth and
halp out. Tha problam is that I'm worriad
that she saes it as a sign that I'm bacoming
committed to somathing long term, when
I'm raally just tryving to ba a good person.
I am sariously at a loss for how to gt out
of this situation without davastating har.
Halp? - At A Complete Loss
A Wow, That is an incredibly diffi cult situ-
ation that vou've found vour self in. I think
its wonderfid that vou stepped up to help
sotneone that vou obviowsly at least moder-
ately care about, but because vou did that,
there’s really no way to avoid hurt feelings,
Hirst, I guess Twould want to koow why vou
think she’s so sure that vou two are geing
to be long-termn partners now? You never
kmow, shemight net be seeing it likee that at
all. and is sirnply grateful to you for helping
her recover from a bad accident. If she does
think th at you helping out mean s sermething
mare though, youte going to hurt her re-
gardless of how you decide to dear things
up. [ think thebest ideaisjust to beupfront:
tell her that you helped her recover because
vou care about her, but that itsnet the kind
of caring that frandlates into the formation
of a serious, committed relationship. Shell
besad, andif shetells vou toleave her alone,
then doit, If, on the other hand, she wants
vout to continue helping her until shek com-
pletelvrecovered, vou have a chicice: vou can
gither continue to help, but vou'll need to
distance your self emnotionally and romanti-
cally, ar vou can decide to stop, [ think: that
wou will bethe best judge of which decision
will bebest for this girls 1 ecover v when the
Hrme cormes,
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Submit your guestion through

http:/ftinyurl.com/sextech2
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What's your angle?

An ethical discussion on current topics

By Annie Hutches & Phil Thiesen
TECHMEWS WRITERS

"Hey Mile, I wanted to ask wvou about
sotnething, I read this story about a high
school kid who devdaoped an eve infection,
Without medication, it would clear up in a
fewr wieelts, However, the dilemma is he has
to drive hisbr other s and sisters to school ev-
eIy marning, so his

to people after the tests, Meaning, the animal
suffer ed for nothing.”

"Are vou saving that vou would rather have
hmmanstested? The use of animal s saves many
hmmans fiom going through the testing that
could be harmful to thermn, Whereas, if animals
are 1sed. Tesearchers can better understand
how mudh of the medication to give a human,
go that it won't be harmiul

"T'm not saving
we should sacrifice

eves are needed to
driwve

“ell, Fide if
that’s the case. he
showld go  ahead
and take the medi-
cine”

Youte  right
except this medi-

This weel
Testing medication
on animals

hurnans But how re-
liable are these tests

0Tl anirn als®™
"Anitnals are the
dosest  any  other

ofganism  comes to
hurnan beings They
hawe a wery sirnilar

cine is tested on
anirnals first, This particudar test, which is
called the Draize test, is used on rabbits to
test the side effects. [ was just curious what
you thought about the use of animals in test-
ingproducts:™

T #ll thinl:he should go ahead and take
the medicine Many products, especially in
the medical field, are tested on animals firt,
If these tests never tock place, we may sll
not have developed antibiotics, vaccines, efc
It has greatlv irmproved hurnan health,”

“What about all the animals that have be-
come sck of even died through these tests?
It not right to male animals suffer. And in
sotne situations, the product isnt even given

anatomy and physi-
ology.”

"Yes, they mayv be dmilar, but they are not
the same. There are numerous species of ani-
mals in the world, And they all live in differ-
ent enwir cnrments, eat different foods, and have
adapted in their owm special way for various
Teascns. oo, their anatormical makeup is doser
to ours than, let's sav, a plant, However, if giv-
el a drug, an andmal could have a completely
opposite reaction than a human being, We
shouldn't sacrifice humans, but how 1eliable
are anirmal fests?™

Whaty vour angle? Send vouwr thoughts to
peds dit@email.com

Want to work for
TechNews?
Watch this space.




