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~ INTERTRATERNITY SING
RONALD HERNES CONDUCTING
(white coats were bought in China town for $5)

lIT Greek

Week

A TIME OF CELEBRATION

By Clay Houser
GREEK WEEK CHAIR

GR22ZKWEEK SCHEDULE

The weather is getting nice outside, school
is drawing to a close. April is here and full of
wonderful things for IIT students to do. But
this week is a very special week for Greek stu-
dents. This week is Greek Week, a time where
we can all gather as a group and celebrate our
livelihood. It is a chance to find time away
from our busy schedules to meet up and enjoy
each other’s company. It is a time to engage in
healthy competition that promotes our sense
of community, as well as a time for individual
Chapters to be proud and show others who
they are. It is like a second homecoming.

Greek Week has been around for over 50

years. In the late 1950s there was a Greek Week
and and an Interfraternity Council competi-
tion. In the [FC competitions, fraternities com-
peted against each other in a number of events
including football, baseball, and IFC sing.
This is very similar to Greek Football now, but
there was a much larger number of events that
Greeks competed in. Greek Week existed in
a similar manner as it does now. These coin-
cided until the early 1990s when some of the
[FC events merged with Greek Week, making
it what we participate in today.

Today, chapters spend time preparing skits,
banners, and dance routines for Greek Week.

Left: I[FC Sing-1950s. Right: Egg Toss of Greek Week 2009

There are events during the lunch break and in
the evening, so that everyone has a chance to
attend. Every Chapter chooses a theme for the
week that represents them in some way. Most
of the themes are meant to be comical, but
some inspire competition as well. The ques-
tion, “what should our Greek Week theme be
this year?” is asked almost year round.

So, if you see a group of people gathering on
the Quad or FAAR field, come out and join us.
[f you have friends that are Greek go on over
and cheer them on. In the end, us celebrating
our community is also a celebration of the II'T
community, something that we are all a part of.

Thas 1s the Schedule for Greek Week. Most of these events take place on either FAAR Field or the Quad, with the exception of Quiz Bowl, and
Cart Race. Quiz Bowl 1s going to be held in Hermann Hall Auditorium, and Cart Race 1s going to be held outside of Hermann Hall. Feel Free to
attend any of these events to cheer on your Greek friends or take part in the festivities.

TUESDAY, APRIL 12 WEDNESDAY APRIL 13 THURSDAY, APRIL 14
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We are the Feta Phi chapter of Alpha
Sigrna Alpha. We pot our start as The
Worner's  Iiterest Group (TWIG) and
were installed as a chapter on October
25rd, 1999 In 2000, we mowed nto the
first soromity house in the city of Chicago
iprevion sy prohibited by Brothel Law—
look it upl). Sitece our installinent at ITT,
we hawe had strong presence on carmpus.
our - sisters serve as emscutive board
mmernbers in other stdent organizations,
inelnding  Union  Board,  EWB-Haiti
Omfreach, Horor sidedical §ociets Iliveds
Tech Acappella and SGA. Ineach of the
last two wears, our national orparnization
has mared us a Four Star Chapter in
recoghifion of our sccesses and owerall
dewel oprnent  This is an honor preserted
to orlya few chapters avrmally

Everyfall Alpha Sigrna Alpha orsarizes a
philarthr opy evert, Cueen of the Cuad, in
crder torais money for the 5. fure Srith
Cerer, a facility that helps children with
disabilities and their farnilies. The ewent
cotsists of men dressingup as wornenand
cornpetite in g beanty pageant (cormnplets
with a swirnsuitcornpetition). Spectators
vote for their favorite cortestant by
dorating morey  The contestant who
raises the most is crowmed Queen of the
Cmad.

As worneh, we are a close kit gronp
of friends. We enjoy impronptn Disney
rovis or The Big Barg Theory rmarathons
and playing Tust Dance on the Wil We
tale epic Alpha Snshi Alpha outings to
Sushi Para Tu, Arcmad our house, a gromp

bursting song or friendly jibes are not
urmsial occurmences. Toadd some more
fun and motivation to our acaderndes,
we have divided into tearns and started 2
Hinse Cup cotnpetiticry, 414 Hary Potter.
We earn poirts for class atendaree and
£,

Alpha Sigrna Alpha is the only matioral
sorority om ITT%  campus. We were
frmaded in 1901 ot Lovgw ood Tliiver gty
itn Barrnwille Virginis be five wormen
dedicated to the deweloproent of wornen
of poise and purpose. We fill our time

Founded at Yale in 1845 by Louis
Maniganlt, Horace Spangler Weiser and
Stephen Crrnsby RBhea Alpha Sigma Phi
is one of the cldest ratioral fratemnities.
Frorn the onset the orgar zation has been
cornrnitted to the awesorne power for
indiWdual and social good that can be
achiewed when men of good character
Fand together as brothers.

Far frorn the sterectype of
fratermifies in  recent  wears
Alpha Sigma Phi provides its
undergraduate rrenwithcharacter
and  leadership  deweloprnent
Frograrns that are sscond to
nore.  Each wear the Presidents
Acaderny of Leadership offers our
rext geteration of chapter officers
and the alurnri advisors who
support their efforts 2 hands-on
educatioral experience designed
to enhance their srengths and
support values tased leadership.
Additionally the award wirnmirne
Ralph E Burrs Lea der ship hstitute
offers an aremal opportarity for
o rewest members to exarnine
the walues of the fratermity and
challenges thern to ermlate the
Frogratils hatnesake by living
life in purmit of our Purpos:
To Better the Idan, throngh the
creation and  perpetnation  of
Brotherhood founded upon the
virmes of character. Silence
Purity, Charity Honer Patrictiss.

Silerwe: He has the drenwth to
embrace silerre and the will to
Enild anirterior life fonnded upon
an honest desire totruly listen to
others. Tru st in slerve ransends

the galf that iscreated when men feel the
tieed to cornpete inaction or thetoric. He
is irgr ospective and self-reliant.

Charity: He is charitable i the broadest
serise of the word. A man who srivesfora
life of charityand service is more patient,
kinder, and rmore forgiving of the flaws
of others. A charitable man sacrifices

ALPHA SIGMA PHI
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trying to balance our four aims of
Physcal, spirimal, itellectual and Social
developrnent. Our rotto is Aspire, Seclk,
Attain® Cur vision is to cultivate walnes
atd ideals in wornen who are mown for
their character and concern for others.
Alpha Sigrna Alpha inspires wornen to
lead. to serwe and most of all to make a
differerice.

As sisters we push each other ¥ a
mmernber 15 sepping classes and falling
behind acadernically we are there topick
her up. Idividual chapters and the Greek

Cotnrninity as a whols, are uniquelyfitto
fill this purpose. Our farnilial relationships
allow us to be supportive and when the
tirne calls for it, critical Our chapter is
a farnily and mpport systern away from
hoorne for mmatey of us, Without 2 sapport
systern, college can be scary place. Sormne
peoplefind this mpport systermin foend ¢
either who live on their floor or within
their rnajor. Either way itis anivportat
part of college and withoutit, suderts can
end up flourder i,

of hitnself to help others and seeks no
recopnition in return He is hurnble
Teverent, and gernerous.

Purity: He consistently strives for purity
of rnind, body and soul The rman who
is pure of thought, word, and desd does
not shrink from adwersity or lofty goals.
There is no self-pity ratioralizaticns. or

apologies. Heis moral and a gertlerman in
the finest sense of the word.

Honor: He lives a life of persoral
irteprity thereby accruing honor. An
honorable man liwes up to promises
trade— toothers and tohimself. Arnan of
hioror is ot win, and is willing toendure
soOrh or ostracismn rather than conforrnto
the pressures of peers, superiors
or the fashion of the day He is
ethical, honest, and tm sweorthy,
Patrictistn: He lowes his conrntry
Ternaining  corsistently engpged
in its affairs. He seeks toloow his
cotiry and to pass that kmowls dge
on to others He is devoted to the
pritviples of personal freedoen,
justice, and civic responsibility
ernbedded inthe U5 Constitution
that hawe made our conrtry. Heis
loval, proud, and homnble.

Alpha figrma Phi has been a
chapter at IIT snce 1939 and
is closing in on celebrating its
Tth anmiversary. One of the
ot irnportart activities of the
fraternity is recmuitrnert, and we
are happy that we indtiated sx new
Erothers into our brothethood
this past weekend. The Alpha I
chapter here at IIT has seen sorme
scary titnes in the past few wears
bt just like our phooenix ma soof,
we are detenmined to otce again
mse fromn the ashes to become
a preat fraternity of brothers
dedicated to our walues and
cormrnitted toimproving the world
arcund us,
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Whern it cornes down to it, Delta Tau
Delta just wants one thing from its
members: to comrnit  themsdwes to
lives of excellence: This can be done
hiweewer ome chooses. Try new things
do what vou vs make an effort 0 help
everpthing a little or cornrmit fo rnaldng
one thing spectacular. Anything works
fust as long as you put in the time and
dfort to male it ewellent. This is made
possble through the exercise of our four
fundarnental minciples of truth, courage,
faith, and power. We believe that each
of thess principles will mean something
different to every mernber, which allows
for a trading of ideas and a HWending
of values that is not normnally found in
other student groups. We can spend firme
talldn g about our accoraplishroents and
the armount of imnpact that we have, Tt
that hecornes apparent when we live our
rinciples. That is wisible when we cornroit
oirselves to lives of excellace,

Ome Toernber had this o sy

Two friangles with a T in hetweeen. Our
history is interesting and our walues are
poetic. ask me about thern and T tall
wour ear off. T11 he homest; the letters
thernselves are not spedal in and of
thernselves. by fraternity is not inherenthy
greater than any other Howewer, Delts
at IIT ate special to me for our shared
trotherhood. Thealway s elusive definiton
of “brotherhood” escapes mes Tt what I
can tell you s that it is the jolees the gags
shatin g a hou se, putting projects togethe,
planmin gevent s havin g soroeone who has

been there before being the sorneone who
has been thers before facing problemns
anAd banding together o roale our collage
lives have sorne rmeaning beyond a piece
of paper. I didnt join becan s T bmew what
was in shore for me; I joined hecause I
thonght T saw a glitomer of what T now
thinde of a5 “brotherhood” T stayed beca s
it weas what T weas looking for.

'1‘-:"" ".“ .
-

Fappa Phi Dielta was founded at the
Lewis Institute (which later mnerged with
the Armoour Insitute to create IIT) on
Movanber 16, 1904, We are proud to
hold the title of the oldest sororty on
IITs carnpus and one of the oldest loeal
sororities in the nation. We have been
foing strong for alioost 107 years without
any national representation!

Our motto in Latin is Elale Philia
Dwnirois - which  means  "Moble
Friendship is Power!” Fappd's flower is the
Jac rose, and our colors are crimson and
black.

Onar purposes define our organization.

They are: To promote friendship and
love within the sororty to devdep

dependahility cooperation, and
tactfulness, and o promote intellectual
accornplishrnent and scholarship.

Eappa Phi Deltaisa dsterhood madewp
of mnany diverse personalities that work
together as a whole. Bach personality
entiches Mappa; each  dster  brings
sornething unique into Eappa. Mot only
are the members of Kappa dsters and
friends tut we are 3 support networl
tor each other in many ways. We realize
the importance of 2 wellTounded college

EXPETIETCE,

DELTA TAU DELTA

Dielta Tad Drelta, It conmects Ioejors,
pshes ewellencs, and prides itsef in
carops ineolwernent. Had T never et
a Tecent graduate, T would never have
found oy pasdon for all things quantumn
cornputing. I would not have sought out
philanthropey to find that T enjoy it hdayhe
I arn the edreme case but just like any
oTganization. we have something to offer

those who are willing to puat in the time.
What makes frafernities and sororites
special is what we offer. We offer lifelong
brotherhood or dsterhood. Delts offer
ol uniqe brand of huroor our love of
carnpus involvemneant, our friendship, and
ot brotherhiood - Alex Well

PN -~

For exatnple we organies shidy groups
and do homework togetha to promoote
acadernic excdlence. At IIT, soromty
frade point averages are usually higher
than campus-wide fernale GPAs and
sisters of Fappa are Tequited to leep at
least a 2.5 to stay active in the sorority.
For the past 4 semesters, Fappa has lept
the highest GPA on the IIT carnpus when
cornpared against the other fraternities
and soromties as well as IITs dorm
population, Prior to that, Fappds GFA
was constantly ranleed either secomd or
third -highest in the Gresk comrmimity.
In addition to keeping their grades up in

est. 1904

a variety of majors. the manbers of our
sorority are heavily involved both on
and off carpus. From participating in
acadernic organizations to voluntesring
with non-profits o seeldng out leadership
opportunities and internships, Kappas
are active in both the IIT and Chicago
comnrmmities, We have members in
countless organizations in additon to
Fappal

Bvery wear, Bappa Phi Delta supportsour
chiosen philanthrope the Susn G Komen
foundation. We have held 2 wariety of
fundraisers that benefit this charity, and
we voluntesr annually at Chicage’s Race
for the Cure to help in the fight
against breast cancer. In addition
to this, Kappa mneraber s collectively
cornplete an aveTageof 1400 service
hioar 5 per ear.

Fappa Phi Delta acquired a
chapter house in 2004, the vear of
our hundredth anniversary on the
Cigad atIIT It isnotrequired to live
in the hotuse 1o be an active meraber
of the sorority: Aboit two thirds of
Kappa lives in the house, and the
rernainin g third live in the dormos at
IIT and off carnpus.

The ssterhood of Eappa does

not end upon graduation. We have
1 grong relaonship with owur
aluromae chapter, which has owver
100 memobers. Fappas live all over
the world and are friends, sisters
and colleagues for life.
If you are interested in meeting
dsters of Eappa Phi Delta or
learning more about Greek life
Flease comtact Flaine Erwin at
fir strice@lappaphidelta. com
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Omega Delta is a young fraternity looking for men that
are seeking to become future leaders, Since becoming
a chapter at [IT in 2003, the Epsilon Chapter of Omega
Delta has beenmaking its mark around campus, Omega
Delta offers a balance between academic and social
SUCCess.

We, the Brothers of Omega Delta, strive for academic
excellence while at the same time knowing when and how
to hawve fun. We are fortunate to have a large networking
base made up of brothers within the chapter, brothers
from other chapters, and alummni This network gives
us opportunities to find internships, jobs, and also take
leadership roles in other organizations.

The Brothers of Omega Delta believe brotherhood is
very important and it keeps the organization thriving.
This brotherhood is strong within the chapter, but it is

also strong with other chapters as well There are six
chapters currently active within Illinois and Wisconsin,
three of which are located in Chicago. Thebonds between
the chapters are so strong that when any member travels
to another chapter, they know they have brothers that
they can instantly rely on and feel accepted with. As
previously stated, Omega Delta is still a young fraternity
and the Epsilon Chapter is even vounger, which allows
opportunity for change. New members have many
opportunities to become leaders, innovate how the
fraternity is operated in the future, and even leave a
lasting impact on the fraternity, Omega Delta teaches
its members to become more professional and develops
leadership skills that can be utilized in the professional
field.

PHI KAPPA SIGMA

The Alpha Epsilon Chapter of Phi Kappa Sigma is
the oldest fraternity chapter on IIT% campus. Since
the Chapter was chartered in 1893, it has produced
numerous leaders and scholars who have moved on
to excel in their flelds and in all transactions of life.
Among these great men are included members of the
House of Representatives, several CEC’s, a Secretary
of the Air Force and even an Apollo astronaut Two of
our Chapter’s alumni actually serve on the executive
board of the International Fraternity as the Grand Theta
(supervisor of undergraduate Chapters) and
the Grand Alpha (president), along with
another alumnus who serves as the Grand
Delta (regional supervisor), One of Alpha
Epsilons most notable alumni, Carroll K.
Simons, left the Chapter with a generous
multi-million deollar endowiment, to be
used for the betterment of the Chapter, its
members and the University itself. This
money is used for wvarious ressons, like
providing the members with free books and
the Carroll K, Simons scholarships, given to
active Brothers every vear This past year
over one-hundred thousand dollars was
given out to members based on both need
and merit,

Cur Fraternity was founded by Dr. Samuel
Wrlle Brown Mitchell, along with Charles
Hare Hutchinson, Alfred Victor du Pont,
Andrew Adams Ripka, James Bayard Hodge,
John Thorne Stone, and Duane Williams.
These men met together at the University of
Pennsylvania, and on August 16™, 1850, they
conceived the Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity

The Fraternity was then officially founded on October
19% based on the core values of Trust, Honor, Respect,
Knowledge, Wisdom, Responsibility, and Integrity. All
active members of Phi Kappa Sigma strive to exhibit
these traits in their daily lives.

The AlphaEpsilon Chapterwas the firstof allof Phi Kappa
Sigma Chapters to implement substance-free housing, a
move later adopted by the International Fraternity  This
was done to preserve the integrity of both our house and
our members. By upholding this policy, we continue

fo strive toward our fraternal wvalues and principles
unhindered by the distractions and risks of alcohol and
substance abuse. Because of this, our Chapter has been
able to maintain a stable and productive position within
the University and International Fraternity.

Cne event that many Alpha Epsilon alums and current
members are especially proud of is the Chapters semi-
annual alumni event, Smoker. Alpha Epsilons alumni
Smoker is the second oldest tradition on the campus of
11T, second only to graduation. It serves to allow alumni
who have since graduated from IIT to
i return to the Chapter and see how the
current undergraduate Chapter is doing.
It also allows for the current members
of the Chapter to hear how life in the
Chapter and on the University was in
vears past, and how things have changed,

The Brothers of Alpha Epsilon Chapter
are devoted to helping the community
they are inveolved in, and do numerous
philanthropy events throughout to help
in any way they can Ewvery vear, the
Chapter wolunteers for Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society’s Light the MNight
Ewent. This event raises awareness of the
two diseases and serves as a fundraiser
for the society so that cancer research
can be continued. This year, the Brothers
of Alpha Epsilon Chapter worked hard
on the planning of the Chapter’ annual
SausageFest, in tandem with the Office of
Service Learning’s Big Ewvent, to benefit
education projects for children in Haiti,

Pl KAPPA PHI

The Alpha Phi chapter of Pi Kappa Phi
here at IIT is built on three principles;
C.L.A.S.5, diversity and philanthropy. The
brothers of Pi Kappa Phidefine themselves
as menof C.L.A.53,, anacronym standing
for: character, leadership, academics,
sportsmanship, and service. These five
objectives are what make PI Kappa Phian
elite fraternity. All members of Pi Kappa
Phi strive to be men of C.L.AES at all
times.

The brothers of Pi Kappa Phi are proud
to be members of a diverse fraternity of
people from different ethnicities, races,
religions, majors, and sexualities. Amidst
these differences are opportunities for
growth and kinship. The men of Pi Kappa
Phi acknowledge and respect one another
and strive to unify under the motto: We
will lead.

Pi Kappa Phis national philanthropy
organization, PUSH America, helps raise

money and awareness for people with
disabilities. The brothers get a sense of
joy and accomplishment working and
volunteering for this cause, including
participating in national PUSH America
sponsored events such as Give-A-Push
weekend and Gear Up Florida, Mamy
brothers spend time out of their weekends
throughout the school year to volunteer
at local organizations that assist people
with disabilities, like the Chicago based
MNeumann Association

From humble origins in Charleston,
South Carolina, Pi Kappa Phi has grown
fo encompass a nation of brothers and
associates over a hundred thousand
strong. We strive to be no less than leaders
of men and, like those multitudes that
have come before us we hope to exemplify
the virtues of brotherhood and manhood
as prodigiously as our founding fathers.
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SigBp's idealis “the Balaneed Mad™ and
when you visit the SigEp Fraternity vou
will find a drapter of balaneed men. The
nationa fraternity sarted i 1901 was
toumnded an the idea that "this fraternity
will be different” and quickly grew to

Greek Week where every fraternity and
sorority on campus is tested physically
and mentally; Since Greek Week began,
SigEps have partidpated wholsheartedly
and for the last 5 years we have been
ded ared the winmners.

SIGMA PHI EPSILON

Inn gemeral Gresk GPAs are higher than
those of the rest of the school as every
fraternity holds their mermbers to high
standards  of academic aduewernent.
adenowledging  our  pricrities to the
uniwersty before the Fratemity This last

be the largest fraternity in the ocountry
SigEp was the first fraternity to charter
a chapter in all 50 states, and the first to
buld an endowment greater tha $11
million for our Educational Foundation.
In 1948 SigEp came to IIT as IL Beta
and has been here ever since. We believe
that every member has the dbilityto be a
scholar, a gentleman, and an athlete, Eadh
mernber spends his fevw vears a5 an adive
undergraduate SigEp & IIT lead by his
older brothers to become abetter sdualar,
gertlernan, ahlete, philanthropist, and
leader through the fratemity ideals of
virtue, diligence, and brotherly love.

At IIT wou can find SgBps excelling in
almost every major, in addition to BOTC,
Warsity  Sports,  Student  Gowvernrment,
Greek Coundl, and a wvariety of dubs,
orgarizations, and internships across
the country  Almost all 50 members
liwe in the fraternity house on the quad,
and spend maost of the wesk sudving,
working,  buldng  relawng  and
soddizing together, meaning # vy
mornent of the day vou can find a brother
tojoin you for a game, help you with a
homework assignment, or talk with you
about anything,

Every wear Greek Coundl puts on a
week of inter-greek competitions called

sernester, SlgEps had the highest GPA of
all Fraternities and ahigher GPA than the
all male average o the sduodl.

For many years the SgFps hawe laded
in philanthropy doing what they can
with stiall events such as Blood Dirives,
fundr aisers, tlar athons, Haunted
Houses, etc. However this vear, SigBEp is
hosting a karaoks ewent to rass money
for the B + Foundstion, an organization
dedicated to supporting terminally il
dhildren.  Already raising ower $500,
the SigEps plan to make this an annual
fraternity philanthropy on par with the
Slodls Sausage Fest ad the FiEappd
Push Americs in an effort to raise our
comrnmity service from hondreds of
hours per semnester, to lhmdreds of howrs
plus thousands of dollars dongted cach
sermnester.

Being one of the larger fraternities on
carnps and the lar g st national frsternity
it is easy to imagine the alunni networl
that SigBEp has to offer, ad ewery wear
almost every mernber is sent to leadership
conferences  around the country to
develop as a leader in our fraternity our
university and our country Being one
of the first fraternities to be non-hazing,
and the first fraternity to remove rac
and sexual ofentation from membership
requrements. SgEps have growm s
a national and locd fraternity by the
prindples of brotherly lave, rather than
abuse, maldng it the strong and powerful
fraternityit is today

TRIANGLE

Cn ITT's campus, Trangle members are involved in
LAY On-canpus orgarivations and adivities, as well
as having a great time with each other whenewver we
hang mit. We do, howewer, always keep our acaderni cs
in mind. We also host fun events during the school
veur too, Examples from this semester incdude Chicago
Indoor Radng, Merf Wars and Laser Quest. Some of
the philanthropic crgaizations that we are involved
with, both o a nationd and local lewel, include Habitat
for Humanity, Speda Olympics ad volurteering with
FIRST Robotics. Becertly some of our members have
became very involved in Engineers Withot Borders,
serving on both exeative board and project teams. A
couple of our members have achally gone down to Hatd
to wark on the inplementation of a projed in the past
couple of years. Butthisis only our chapter one of many.

Triangle Fraternityis a sodal Fratemity of Engineers,
Architeds, and Sdentists. We were fomded in 1907 at
the Uiversity of linois by a group of 16 Civil Enginesrs
that werejust planming on living together in the following
vear, But Trisngle has evolve d into mudh more thanjust a
group of men living together, We now accept all types of

Z11()

ZETA PIOMEGA

Zeta Fi Omnega isalocal sorority that ernhodies the motto "RBriends Like Sisters” The strength of sistahiood lies within the bonds of friendship The sisters
of Zeta P1Omnega pride themnselves on achievin g acadernic excellence. Zeta Fi Ornega wornen strive fo have a positive influence on “their memmbers IIT, and
the comrrmnity through its pritnarg walues of lau ghte, lovalte and pride”

enginesning majors, along with aditeds and members
from the sdence comrurnity. Chr chapters have grown
wry quddy to over 35 dhapters nationwide and we
recentlyhad our 25 000thrm aniniti se dinto brothethood
Timgles mindset is summarized in or Code of Ethics
(which can be found in its entirety on trimgle orgl
which every member of Trimgle strives to mantain.
ks man points incude kesping our Ritual present in
our everyday lives, aeding an enviramment in which
enduring friendships can be formed keeping scholastics
a5 a top priarity as well as putting forth an honest effort
i accornplishing anything that vou set your mind to.
These valhes are what define a Toangle man. Begardless
of badigronmd or aurrent skill set, we are dl driving for
the same goals in life and we have eadh other to help
reach those goals.

Soifyouwoildlilke tolearn more sbout Trimmgle, sither
on a national or local lewel, vou can chede out one of our
wehsite s (trimgle org or it eduf~toangls/ 1 come over to
the house for ameal or a tour, or just talk to sy member
walling around that vou might see,

GREEK COUNCIL CONTACTS AND INFORMATION

http://omega_cs.iit. edu/~greek

WEBSITE:

EMAIL ADDRESSES:
greek@iit.edu
President@iitgreek.com
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Greek ¥ |
Skits
2011
[T

Top: Triangle-Boy Banding

Middle: Sigma Phi Epsilon-

Power Rangers

Bottom: Delta Tau Delta- RUSH week

Not Pictured:

Pi Kappa Phi-Zombie Week

Zeta Pi Omega- Mistress Vanessa Helsing
vs. Countess Dracula

{All photos by Anne Brask)
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Mythbusters: Greek Life

An in-depth look at challenges that face modern day Greeks.

Throughout the years, there have been many myths that have surrounded the Greek community. These myths have transformed themselves into stigmas that falsely advertise and harm Greeks.
It's easy to see how these myths have evolved. Decades ago, there was a very different model for Greek life. This model can very classically be seen in such films as Animal House, Old School, or
Sorority Boys. As time has gone by, the model for Greek life has changed, but the way that we are viewed is not. I would like to take the time here to address some of the myths that affect the Greek

community one by one.

MYTH I:

was able to happen.

MYTH 3:

When 1t comes to academics, Greeks know that they
don’t need to excel to get a job.

FACT: Academics come first no matter the
chapter. Along with all of the other responsibilities
that come with membership, academic achievement
15 heavily stressed.

Each chapter demands academic excellence
in different ways. Many chapters have a grade
requirement for good standing. The usual requirement
15 around a 2.5 cumulative GPA, though the actual
requirement will differ from chapter to chapter. Many
chapters also have policies set in place for promoting
an academic atmosphere. For example, there are quiet
hours in the Delt House from 7:00pm until 9:00pm
every night from Sunday until Thursday. Members
compete against each other in an academic draft every
semester. Last semester, three teams competed for the
overall highest GPA. This semester we also created a
points system to measure how individuals are doing
the night things to succeed. Members can earn points
for studying, going to every class, and attending
special lectures or seminars, to name a few. This
points system helps to inspire members to compete
against each other academically, as well as track their
own progress. For those members that are struggling,
our Director of Academic Affairs (DAA) sits down
with these members every week and helps them to get
orgamzed, find resources, and make a plan of attack
for the week. These measures help to keep those that
are academically strong focused, and those that are
struggling to get back on the night track.
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Being of a different race, religion, or sexual M
orientation than other members in a Greek Chapter
1s not what we look for in a member.

FACT: Diversity one of IIT’s best qualities and it defimtely shows in the
Greek Community. No chapter on II'T’s campus discriminates based on race, _
religion, or sexual orientation. The truth i1s that many chapters celebrate that
they are diverse and tolerant of everyone. Our definition of brotherhood and ¥ -~

sistethood transcends discrimmnation. Brotherhood and sisterhood 1s about
bonding with a group of your peers who share the same values, principles, and
qualities. It 1s something that everyone shares, regardless of color, creed, or
culture. Daversity within our chapters helps to continuously develop new and
innovative ways of doing things. I would like to use the members of Phi Kappa
Sigma as an example. Combining Sausagefest with The Big Event 1s something
that had not been done in the past, and through hard work and new i1deas, this
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- As Greeks, we serve our own commumnty every
m I I ll 4. day. Helping other commmumties 1s not our

priority.

FACT: Greeks are heavily involved all around campus. It 1s very hard
to go anywhere and not find a Greek working, playing, or involving them
in something.

I like to think that as a Greek Community, our involvement 1s our
oreatest strength. The Greek commumty has members that are involved
in professional and honor societies, varsity and intramural athletics,
support and awareness organizations, and programming organizations.
Many Greeks are involved in Student Government and Union Board,
orgamzations that bring the IIT commumty together in a number of ways.
Both of these organmizations have had Greeks as their president in the past
year.

When 1t comes to service, Greeks try to always do their part. Community
Service 1s something required of every Greek. Different chapters
require different amounts of commumty service, and some have regular
communities that they serve, but the message 1s always the same: help out
and do your part, whatever it may be. Days of Service have a strong Greek
presence. The Big Event had an extremely large Greek attendance; there
were Greeks at every location. This, along with the hundreds of hours of
service that each chapter puts in every semester should describe Greek
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MYTH 2:

Greeks are wild partiers that freely partake
in drugs and alcohol, with 11l regard to the
consequences of their abuse.

FACT: Greeks spend more time talking
about drug and alcohol use and abuse than
almost every other orgamzation combined.
Because of this, Greeks understand the effects
of drugs and alcohol on the human body better
than the average student This also ensures
that Greeks treat alcohol with more respect
than the average student.

Every year, there are alcohol seminars
talking about how to safely act around and
enjoy alcohol. In the past year, there have
been at least three. Because of the correlation
between alcohol and sexual assault, some
chapters are required by their National Offices
to have a sexual assault seminar every year
as well. At every registered alcoholic social
event, there are bar momtors, door guards,
bathroom momnitors, and roamers. All of these
security positions are sober for the entire
mght, and most of them are TIPS trained.
TIPS 1s an alcohol awareness program
designed to teach how to idenfify people
that are abusing alcohol and make sure they
are safe. TIPS also teaches peer mediation
techniques so that individuals can quickly and
peacefully resolve conflicts. For the past year,
the Greek community has taken huge strides
to make more of our members TIPS trained
than ever before. By the end of this semester,
more than 70 undergraduate Greeks will be
TIPS trained. This 1s 1in addition to all of the
Greeks TIPS trained previously. Along with
the 70 undergraduates, alumm from almost
every chapter will also be TIPS trained.
Clearly, when it comes to drugs and alcohol,
Greeks go out of their way to be safe.

commitment to the other communities we are a part of.

[ understand that while these myths may not affect the Greek commumnity
at IIT as much as they affect the Greeks at other campuses, it 1s still a
real 1ssue. If you would like to know more, feel free to contact the Greek
Council President Dan Kelly at president@iitgreek.com.

A line of sandwich makers hard at work for Greeks Feed the Homeless 2010. Photo courtesy
of Delta Tau Deita.

MYTH 5:

FACT: Like any orgamzation at II'T, hazing i1s absolutely prohibited. All of IIT’s Greek chapters abide by this rule, and there
haven’t been any instances of hazing found for as long as any Greek here can remember.

Hazing 1s largely a thing of the past. It was very alive in the 80°s and 90°s when involvement followed an older method of Greek
Life. It was based around semority, tradition, and the 1dea that “If I had to do 1t, so do they.” There was also a strong mindset that
hazing made better members. Nowadays, this 1s not a sustainable model for Fraternity living. In order to remain strong and diverse
organizations, organizations based around moral and ethical principles that create leaders and successful members of society, hazing
cannot exist. Also, through the development of new member education programs that motivate new members to be involved and
succeed 1n all of their endeavors, the need for hazing to make good members has vanished.

Hazing has multiple defimitions, but Greeks use this one: Hazing 1s anything that causes mental or physical distress upon a person
or group of people. This defimtion allows for many things to be considered as such, and this 1s also why Greeks take hazing so
seriously. For example, the women of Alpha Sigma Alpha take many precautions to make sure that they do not haze. There 1s no
pledging period for ASA. Instead, there 1s a Phoemx Ceremony and then new members are treated as equals to older members. Any
event that 1s required of new members 1s required of older members as well. This helps to illustrate how hazing is treated on IIT’s
campus.

Although the Greek Community does not support hazing, this is not to say that hazing doesn’t exist. There are still instances of
hazing around the country on college campuses. Although these instances are much more infrequent than they used to be, they are
looked at with more seriousness than ever before. I am a member of Delta Tau Delta, and in the past two years I have seen two Delt
chapters shut down for hazing. I am ashamed to say that I am brothers with those people. I feel more offended at the thought of
hazing than I did before I joined my Fraternity, and I believe this sentiment to be shared by any Greek.

Hazing 1s a common occurrence in the Greek Commumity. It is completely normal and just part of the
Process.




