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Fruitful trip inspires love letter to Granada, Spain

By Elizabeth Corson
TECHNEWS WRITER

When [ thinl: of Granada, I remember or-
anges.

Cranges on the trees lining the roads, scat-
tered in the patks, floating in the fountains,
ripening in the eady morning light. Granada,
Spain is best kknown for the Alhambra, an in-
credible Moorish palace fromthe 14th century,
but even my best mernories ofthat citadel on a
hill everdooking the city are through the leaves
of an orange tree,

I arrived at the Granada bus step at four in
the morning early in December, after an 11-
heur trip from Oviedo on the north coast of
Spain. It was along weekend in the country to
celebrate Constitution Day and Imrmacalate
Conception,

Public transportation wouldn't start ciraalat-
ing until 700 a.m., so [ grabbed an egpresso
with steamed mill at the cafeteria and waited. I
caaght the first city bus in the still-dards morn-
ing and started towards my hostel. I had to
switch to a smaller bus to get into the Albaicin
quarter, dimbing threugh the winding streets
of the old Moerish neighborhood - the TTNES-
CO World Heritage Site - the place [ would be
sdeeping for the next night.

It was still dosk when I walled threugh
the empty streets to the Malaate Badepackers
Hostel, but it was cdosed until nine. I began
exploring the silent and somewhat cerie, but
also peacehal, roads It was then that T realized
that most of the trees had oranges growing on
them, even in December [ couldn®t remember
the last time I had seen an orange tree, but it
certainly wasn't in Chicage,

[ came to a small park where [ was inspired
to begin photographing the oranges in every

possible location and in all stages of life. It was
there, peering through the hash leaves at a hid-
den frait with my carnera, that I caught my first
glirnpse of the Alhambra, lluminated from be-
hind by the rising sun.

The sunrise in Granada was gradual, and T felt
no mish, Looking et over the city ot the tight
streets and closely pressed building s spread out
below the palace, I saw the infhience of thou-

sands of vears of different civilizations.
Asmy gazetraveled northward, I imagined the
rest of Spain with its miraculously intact Re-
man rins, Stonehenge in England left from
the Bronze Age, and cave paintings in France
from 17,000 years ago. Europe is anclent, and
the seams are bursting with history,

But as [ felt on that hill, overlooking Granada
in the early merning sanlight, theres no rash
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to cram it all in. IfT had tried to see everv bit of
the Barepean past in five months, [would have
mizsed the oranges and the sunrise and the
ailtaral exchange You should attemnpt to seeas
rmach as you can, but be carefal not to overlool:
the details in the sheervolume of worthy desti-
nations, Otherwise, you might miss your own
unforgettable view of the Alhambra through
the orange leaves,

Vis-a-vis: Organizing like women

By Vlada Gaisina
OPINION EDITOR

After Scott Walkers one-man crusade against
organized labor, "union” has once again be-
corne a buzz word,

It seemns that anything together with the
word "union” is polarizing: ciwil unions, labor
unions, activistunions. .. most of which elicit a
negative reaction from the individualist Right.,
Compared with the "6os and 705, the aalture
of uniting for a cause is slowly withering away,
now aided by political effort. Even in light of
the protests against Walkers legislation in
Madison, the American public is losing the
ability to organize fself for a commen initia-
tive, The Tea Party movement is possibly the
only good recent example to the contrary; at
least when it cornes to maintaining & cohesive
public image and the willingness of different
groups to band together But where is similar
action in the liberal carnp, especially at a time
when so mmach is at stake? Thengh the conser-
vatives may carrently have an upper hand on
the pelitical arena, there is still a fair amount
of dissent among the public: on the blogs, in
the media, on social networking sites, on the
streets. Unfortunately, there also seems to be
an attitude of bitter resignation, consistent
with the harsh econormic times, paralyzing any
potential collective initiative on the Demeo-
cratic Left.

The disillisionment with President Obama
experienced by many after the excitement of
2008 elections does not help either Perhaps,
the distraught and civically conscions liberals
can look badk a few generations for inspira-
tion, learning from the activist groups of the
hippie and disco eras,

Gne partioalarly relevant example
was the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union
(CWLLT, formed in 1969 — the first women's
liberationunion inthe country, At atime when
the Vietnam War was still raging on, abortion
was illegal, wage discrimination prevalent,
and women were still underrepresented in or
barred from certain professions, they faced po-

litical and social climates as adverse as they are
nowadays for liberal thinkers,

Betweenthe operations in Iraq and Afghani-
stam, anti-cheicelegislation, and proposed aits
to funding childeare and public health pro-
grams (which weuld foree women out of the
workforee), the parallels are uncanny.

Besidestackling avariety of issues, from abor-
tion counseling to employment rights to health
education, CWLT is impressive for how effec-
tive its operation was, It acted as an umbrella
organizationte unite different feminist greups
{or chapters), and assign and moeniter tasks
in a structured manner Worlke growps would
be created to tackle an issue, with the leaders
rep orting remalarly to the Steering Committee,
headed bytwo dected co-chairs, Moreover, the
metnbers were held accountable fortheir work
and received feedback, which probably helped
weed ot those not safficiently committed to
the canse. At its pealy, CWLL had about 500
dues-paying members - small compared to a
national organization, but sizable for a region-
al activist greup. In spite, or perhaps becanse,
of its small mambers, this women'’s liberation
unien was efficlent and prodactive. Their
model was to combine education, service, and
direct action in areas lice popular aalture, em-
pleyment, and healtheare, As a result, among
mamerons other achievements, CWLT won a
major sex discrimination wage case, provided
countless women with healtheare counseling,
erganized softball and wvolleyball teams, and
spawned & Wormnen's Liberation Rock Band,

CWLITs accomplishments may seermn over-
whelming, even when considered overaperied
of B years that they've been active, It took great
commitment on the part of those invelved, but
the beauty of the organization’s struchure was
that i allowed members to focus on projects
they were most passionate about, making it
easler to develop and maintain a strong mem-
bership. Liberals may not agree on priorities,
course of action, or general direction of the
party, but providing a small dedicated growp
with a manageable project to work on can go
a long way, as dernonstrated by CWLU, All it
talkees is a little strachare.

By Arxiel True
TECHNEWS WRITER

The first tirne it hits is when you have high
hepesand youlknow ne bounds.

By the next time, you have learned some
life lessons, and evervthing is Blads and
white, The titne after that, you've probably
had a conple of reality checls, but yvou're still
aiming a little high, On the inside, you're un-
sure of your answer, Then comes the confu-
sion, the complete lack of knowledge and a
realization that youlinow absolately nothing
and no lenger have a confident response

Of course, I'm talking about that age-old
question we are first asked when we arebare-
v a toddler: "What do you want to be when
you grow up?” The President. A fire fighter
An astromaut, A lawyer A doctor [ want to
help people. T want to do this and that to
malke the world a better place.,

What happened to our 3-year-old selves
that had such high hepes ferus? Where did
that kid go? That kid got pushed to the way-
side andteld "no” one too many times. May-
be vour jeurney was a little different than
mine, but how many of us still want to be a
fire fighter or President of the United States?
When did that glass ceiling showup and stop
1s from achieving cur dreams?

When [ was 7, | wanted to be a doctor
High school came and I wanted to be a psy-
chiatrist. College attacked, and [ realized that

-

Childhood dreams open up
possibilities for future

med scheol just wasnt for me.

Mow I'm a senior about to graduate, and
once again it is time for that question: “What
are you going to do after college?™ "What do
you want to be when you grow up?” Am [
supposed to know? Bvervone asks like I am,
Like I should have not only my S-vear plan,
bt also a SO-vear planuntil the day I retire,

[ dont know abeut you, but I just want
to live today. I dem’t want to have to worry
about whether or not I'mm going to get the
“job of my dreams” since [ don't even know
what that is [ want to live today likee T might
not have tomorrow or a next week, Can I try
to live a little right now while I still have legs
to take me places, evesto see the word, and
ears to hear the sounds we malke? Where did
our lives gof

One second I'm eating a popsicle on my
front porch, and the next I'm searching for
some job that Tl prebably not like and worn't
get paid eneugh for And people have to keep
reminding me. I think that the sirnpler days
when there were no glass ceilings were easier.

We always had belief in ourselves and nev-
er had worries, unless a cravon was missing,
When did crayons tarn into 10-page papers
on cell regeneration? When did we stop liv-
ing in the moment and start taking for grant-
ed everything we have available to usf

5o, my question to youl is: what are you go-
ing to do when you realize we never grow
upf
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