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PRESIDENT

CAROLYN
KOS

Carolyn Kos hopes to make the [I'T experi-
ence enjoyable for all students by maintaining
communication with students and faculty, so
everyone has a voice. Kos wishes to focus on
drafting a plan of what II'T needs to improve
on within the next 5-10 years and hopes to
have each committee work on a long-term goal
that will bring about a lasting, positive impact.
When it comes to leadership, Kos is hands-off,
serving mostly as a guide and coming in only
when necessary. She hopes to lead others by
example and give senators and executive board
members a chance to develop as people and
leaders. Kos is currently in her third year in
biomedical engineering and has been an SGA
Senator, followed by holding office as VP of
Student Life for the past year. Kos is currently
serving as Vice President of Alumnae and Her-
itage and Philanthropy Chair of Alpha Sigma
Alpha sorority. She has played an integral part
on the Food Advisory Committee and has
helped propose for Late Night Dining at IIT.
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BOMMIREDDIPALLI

SASANK

Not present at the debates, Sasank Bom-
mireddipalli is a mechanical engineering
graduate student whose goals cover the pur-
view of many different positions, including
Finance Board Chair and VP of Communi-
cations. Bommireddipalli hopes to gather the

MOSHFEGHIAN

ELNAZ

Elnaz Moshfeghians main priority is
to strengthen SGA from the inside out. She
believes the toughest challenge SGA faces
is being able to truly reflect the interests of
the entire student body. However, by foster-
ing a supportive, fun, and engaging environ-
ment, Moshfeghian hopes to empower and
spread enthusiasm amongst senators work-
ing toward positive change. Moshfeghian’
leadership experience includes serving as a
Resident Advisor, team leader for Alternative
Spring Break 2010, and Chair of the 7-Eleven
Advisory Committee. Her main efforts are
focused on continuing the progress on the
Foreign Language Program, IPRO 2.0, Gal-
vin 24/5, and unveiling UCal, a project she
founded. Moshfeghian implements a more
hands-on approach by pairing committee
members with senators and making sure ex-
ecutive board members are adequately pre-
pared to serve as an advisor and a guide to
more resources.
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opinions of the II'T community, implement
the suggestions of the various colleges, and
maintain transparency of the funds allocated
to various student activities. A weak under-
standing of what the president’s duties are
is apparent, as no mention of previous SGA
projects and specific plans for progress were
made. More importantly, a vision for SGA’
future was not communicated in a construc-
tive manner. Lastly, completing his under-
graduate studies elsewhere seriously limits
his knowledge of the concerns and needs
of undergraduates at IIT. While his deter-
mination and eagerness to work with fellow
students toward change is clear, an ability
to handle the many responsibilities of SGA
president was not evident in the candidate
profile.

EXECUTIVE VP

Dhara Shah wasn't able to make it to the
debates, but took the time to record a video
to make her case. Though she is running un-
opposed, we appreciated the chance to hear
more about her ideas. Thanks to her time
leading Engineers Without Borders, she has
a strong background of executive experience,
and shes also been heavily involved with
Haiti Outreach and Kappa Phi Delta. Her
primary goals for the Executive VP position
would revolve around SGA senators - run-
ning meetings effectively, helping senators
develop, and running workshops. She also
wants to use the position to follow up on Stu-
dents Speak survey results with departments
on behalf of students.

VP ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

JOVI
OVHORI

Jovi Ovhoris main priority is better-
ing the relationship between students, their
advisors, and the CMC. He is currently the
Academic Excellence chair of NSBE, is on
the board of the African Student Organiza-
tion, and involved with RHA. Hes passion-
ate about getting students more interested in
excelling academically, as well. His top pri-
orities would be to continue the committee’s
work on the foreign language program, make
all lectures available online both in video and
downloadable pdf form, and working with
the ARC to make old exams available to stu-
dents as a learning tool.

Ovhori was at an NSBE conference at
the time of the debates, so unfortunately he
wasn't able to expand on any of his ideas with
concrete plans.

AUSRINE
RAKAUSKAITE

Ausrine Rakauskaite, a second-yvear CAE
major, has been involved in organizations as
diverse as NSLS, IITs Badminton Club, and
the Commuter Students Association. Her
overriding concern for the Academic Affairs
Committee is obtaining feedback from stu-
dents and academic departments to identify
the academic issues most important to stu-
dents. She also wants to test a fixed syllabus at
ITT - requiring professors to have lesson plans
and exam dates finalized before the start of any
given semester.

At the debates, connecting students with
the academic and career resources available to
them on campus was a priority for Ausrine. We
were a little concerned, however, about the lack
of any mention of the Students Speak results
for academic departments, and the CMC Ad-
visory Board.

FINANCE BOARD CHAIR

CHUKWUDI
ILOZUE

Chukwudi Ilozue wasn't able to make it
to the debates due to the National Society of
Black Engineers conference. Hes currently
Treasurer of that organization and as part of
his position has raised $25,000 in funds (a
record for IITs NSBE). He’s also the VP of
Finance for the African Student Organiza-
tion and on the RHA Housing Committee.
He's running for Finance Board Chair due to
his interest in finance management. His chief
concern for Finance Board is equality in the
distribution of finances for all organizations.
We wish we had been given the opportunity
to get more details on his plans for the posi-
tion to provide a better evaluation of his can-
didature.

BERNIE
MENDEZ

Bernardino Mendez is an experienced
candidate, having already served on Finance
Board for two years. Hes very familiar with
the proposal process, and one of his main pri-
orities is to get rid of the red tape involved.
He wants to make sure that no one is denied
funding because of a technicality, but would
like to see more detailed follow-up budgets. He
sees this position as being a facilitator between
SGA, student orgs and OSL. Mendez said that
he always looks for accountability when con-
sidering a proposal, reviewing the bylaws and
guidelines frequently. He didn't specify other
possible funding criteria. Overall, he would
bring significant experience and a focus on the
process and inner workings of Finance Board
to the position, but his vision for fund alloca-
tion remains unclear.
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VP COMMUNICATIONS

NATHAN
WICKER

Nathan Wicker’s main priorities are to
continue IIT scheduling evaluation and im-
prove the SGA website so that progress of proj-
ects can be constantly updated and be tracked
by the student body. Wicker is in his third year,
majoring in Mechanical Engineering, and has
served as a senator on the Communications
Committee since Fall 2010.

At the debates, Wicker further emphasized
his experience with improving the SGA web-
site (including his plans on utilizing it more
than it is already) and his work on scheduling.
TechNews would have liked to hear more from
him on other possible ideas for Communica-
tions, especially given the expanded role the
committee has taken on in the past year.

KELLY
LOHR

Kelly Lohr has been involved in the Kappa
Phi Delta sorority as Secretary, has been an
RHA Housing Chair, held multiple executive
positions in Material Advantage, and is found-
er and President of Coffee Club. Lohr wants to
take on the implementation of UCal, create a
permanent forum for students’ concerns about
the university, and publicly post up-to-date
minutes on all SGA meetings to the organiza-
tion’s website to promote transparency.

During the debates, Lohr proposed that
when multiple committees work together on
projects, they should be under the wing of
Communications to ensure that these cross-
over initiatives can be handled efhiciently. Be-
yvond this, though, she offered less concrete
plans for the implementation of the changes
she would like to see.

RANI
SHAH

A first-year student, Rani Shah has none-
theless been heavily involved on campus. She
participated in Alternative Spring Break this
year, is a member of Tech De Fateh (IIT's
bhangra dance group), and has been on the
SGA Communications Committee. Her goals
include making faculty and staff members eas-
ier to contact and ensuring transparency in all
that SGA does.

During the debates she pointed out that
when it comes to projecting an image, SGA
could learn from other student organizations.
She also emphasized the importance of brand-
ing, pointing out that students aren’t aware of
all the initiatives SGA has been involved in.
One plan she has is to separate the interests of
different group of students to better represent
the opinions of all.

DANIEL
KELLY

Daniel Kellys got a lot of campus experi-
ence under his belt - a semester as SGA sena-
tor, involvement in Phi Kappa Sigma, and
being part of the Student Gift Campaign are
good examples. Better yet is his current posi-
tion as President of Greek Council. His main
goal? Tackling the “self-perpetuating negative
stereotype that ITT has”

An interesting point brought up by Kelly at
the debates was that the function the MTCC
fulfills at IT'T differs from that of student union
centers at other universities, followed by the
need to bring that function more in line with
student needs. His responses mostly empha-
sized character - a good campaigning tech-
nique - except that this leftlittle room for ideas,
vision and plans for the role of Student Life VP,

GOKUL
BUTAIL

Gokul Butail has served on the Student
Life Committee and is a board member of [SO
and ASME. He has also worked with Rotary
International in helping teach computer basics
to underprivileged children. But his ideas for
campus are where he really makes his mark.
He would like to see more public safety officers
deployed at odd hours in near-campus areas
where IIT students live. He would also like to
see healthier and more affordable campus din-
ing options.

One of Butails ideas that impressed Tech-
News at the debates was to rent out empty
rooms in the dorms, hotel-style, to commuter
students (for example, to alleviate the added
stress of commuting during finals week). An-
other was holding a common meeting of stu-
dent leaders to promote cooperation and allow
the organizations to program more events to-
gether, “saving the school a lot of money.”

MEGAN
CHRISTENSON

I

On top of her work as a senator in the Stu-
dent Life Committee, Megan Christenson has
been involved with the Food Advisory Board,
Kappa Phi Delta, EWB, IVCF, BMES and the
Honors Medical Society. She is focused on
improving II'T’s shuttle bus service (for those
who commute from Lake Meadows or Prairie
Shore, for example), continuing improvements
to on-campus dining, and ensuring the reloca-
tion of the commuter student lounge to a bet-
ter space.

At the debates, Christenson focused on her
plans to make SGA able to help with all student
complaints and getting students more involved
with dining options on campus. She also ex-
plained the need to ensure as diverse a group of
student organizations as possible, pointing out
the recent approval of a Magic: The Gathering
group by SGA as a positive step.

UB's transition and updates

By Angela Ng
UNION BOARD PRESIDENT

On March 21st, the Council of Elders -
made up of outgoing executive board mem-
bers, student leaders, and professional staft
- selected the members who will run Union
Board for the 2011-2012 academic year. The
executive board will be made up of Miriam
Schmid (President), Alicia Perez (VP of In-
ternal Affairs), Aditi Kumar (VP of Finance),
Akshar Patel (VP of Marketing), Vince Pocze-
kaj (VP of BOG), Edward Chiem & Archana
Singh (VPs of Impact), William Fox (VP of
Scarlet Fever), and Mansi Patel (VP of External
Affairs). The only new position is VP of Exter-
nal Affairs, who is in charge of outreach to IIT
student organizations.

This past year, the executive board has tried
to reach out to other student organizations
in hopes to co-sponsor or lend a hand when
it comes to publicity or funding. It has also
tried to heavily promote its website (ub.iit.edu)
which is open and free to all organizations to
publicize their events. Since the re-design of
the website at the beginning of Spring 2011
semester, there have been over 3,500 visits!
The change of ticket sale process (from on the
MTCC bridge to online) has helped with the
increase of visitors. The use of this website will
drastically change as IIT switches to Gmail

next year and SGA’s University Calendar will
be in the spotlight for knowing what is hap-
pening on campus in all areas of student life
and academics. Publicity has been a huge focus
as UB bought a full page ad in every TechNews
issue since August 2010 to promote any (UB or
non) events on our website. UB wants to help
students get out of their rooms and have fun; it
does so by programming social events and also
getting the word out about other events or fi-
nancially helping out. UB is a place to go when
an II'T student has crazy ideas and wants to see
something done about it or to get some sup-
port. Many UBers have learned a lot through
programming (public speaking, time manage-
ment, handling large budgets, contacting ven-
dors) and some have gotten the opportunity to
become a student leader in charge of a com-
mittee.

Many thanks go out to all the members
of executive board of 2010-2011: Mukarram
Amine, Mia House, Clay Houser, Kaycee Ken-
ney, Aditi Kumar, Christie Noonan, Kaleo
Pedrina, Alicia Perez, Miriam Schmid. I, as
outgoing President of Union Board, have led
a great group of students including the dedi-
cated programmers & designers who complete
UB. The list of programmers is rather long, but
they have planned events such as musicians,
hypnotists, and IIT IDOL in the BOG; Home-
coming Carnival and Dance; Blue Man Group;

ski trip in Wisconsin with ISO; Chinese New
Year event in MSV; Spring Formal; board game
nights in Center Court; Harry Potter 7; Bulls/
Sox/Cubs games; MTCC Late Niite; Mardi
Gras Party with CCM; school spirit support
at varsity athletic games (Scarlet Fever)...to
name just a few of the nearly 30 Impact, 18
BOG, 14 Scarlet Fever, and 6 co-sponsored
events that have occurred this past year.

[ have had a wonderful time and memo-
rable experience being part of UB for the third
year in a row. There have been ups and downs,
but [ thank those who have stuck by and made
UB amazing with their support and hard work.
[ am so proud of all the UBers who have helped
out and I cannot wait to see the changes the
new executive board will make next year. If
you want to be involved with UB next year, you
can! Apply to be a programmer or publicity de-
signer at tinyurl.com/ubprogrammerapp11-12
(application opens today and closes on Febru-
ary 5). If you have any questions about this,
email us at ub@iit.edu.

So come out to UB’s meeting in MTCC Au-
ditorium TODAY at 1 pm to see the executive
board and get some free food too plus FREE
April 19th Cubs game tickets! The transfer of
power will take place on April 5 at the UB’s
general body meeting (time and location men-
tioned above) and lunch and free Cubs tickets

will be provided!!!!
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By Becca Waterloo
A&E EDITOR

IIT is well known for its acronyms: MTCC,
CIC, CMC, E1, OSL, IPRO, etc. The acronym
that's been dear to my heart for the last three
vears is ASB: Alternative Spring Break. If you
haven't figured it out yet, Alternative Spring
Break gives members of the IIT community
the opportunity to travel across country and
dedicate their spring break to a service trip.
The intention is to volunteer through Habitat
for Humanity, building houses and hope for
those that are less privileged.

You've supported ASB through numerous
fundraisers, whether it was a plate of spaghetti,
a drink (or a couple) at Rocky’s College Night,
eating Krispy Kreme donuts, getting your
presents wrapped at Borders during the holi-

| TechNews

days, or getting vour car washed. You helped
students and staff members get to Alabama,
Georgia, and recently to the Bay Area in Cali-
fornia. On behalf of ASB and myself, I want to
thank you.

To understand your impact, consider that
you've given me the opportunity to travel on
three different spring breaks to dedicate my
time and passion to those that really need the
attention and commitment from humanity.
In my opinion, II'T trains us as individuals to
work hard and efficiently. We're workaholics
and can get anything done in a short amount
of time. Thats where II'T"s reputation has its
roots. I've seen proof of how hard-working we
are when students from different majors and
disciplines apply their skills to improve the
world through ASB. On past trips, our groups

VLADA GAISINA opinion@technewsiit.com

alone have set the production mode two weeks
ahead of schedule on some Habitat projects,
and made serious impact just after one day of
work through small tasks and heavy lifting. In
the long run, these housing developments have
completely transformed plots of “unusable”
land into safe neighborhoods for children to
play in. Everyone deserves the feeling of safety.
['ve also seen past ASB members have earnest
conversations with residents of homes they
volunteer in. To see two worlds colliding with
each other is such a heartwarming feeling. At
the time that I am finishing my final year at ITT
especially, coordinating the trip and having it
under my belt gives me a great feeling, know-
ing how many lives I've affected this past year
and in the last three as a volunteer.

[ want to encourage vou to take part in

3
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ASB betters world, encourages service learning

service work. Whether it's through ASB, other
events the Service Learning department holds
or opportunities you take outside of campus.
You may not see the results immediately when
youre pulling all-nighters or writing papers,
and wondering what exactly you ought to be
doing with your time, but immediate results
and feelings of accomplishment come from
these types of service projects.

We've decided to expand ASB, and were in
the middle of conversations to combine and
create an ASB Chicago and ASB Continental.
This will give more people the opportunity
to use their spring break to better the world,
whether they're across the country or down
the block. Stay tuned next year to learn what
ASB and Service Learning have in store for you
to make a difference.

Vis-a-vis: Dissecting the GOP’s plan for Planned Parenthood

By Vlada
Gaisina
OPINION EDITOR
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The buzz surrounding the Pence amend-
ment passed by the House of Representatives
last month has died down, as the voting date
on the spending bill has been pushed back.
Controversy arose from the fact that the
amendment prevents Planned Parenthood and
102 affiliated organizations from receiving any
federal funding. Proponents of the amend-
ment argued that it was unfair to use taxpayer
dollars for abortions, while opposition has
criticized the bill for targeting a specific group
and waging a “war on women.” Among the po-
litically charged commentary that the media
has adopted, it’s hard to sort out the facts from
the opinions. But, especially with a sensitive is-
sue like this one, getting the full picture is in-
creasingly important.

A reasonable question to ask is why Repub-
lican leaders are so intent on anti-abortion leg-
islation, when in their election campaigns they
promised to focus on job creation and curbing
the deficit. It was stated that stripping Planned
Parenthood of funding is a cost-cutting mea-
sure, which is why it was proposed as an
amendment to the spending bill. However, its
relative magnitude is microscopic, compared
to the federal budget. According to Pence, PP
receives $363 million per year from the US
Government - a sum that might seem substan-
tial, but actually comprises less than 0.01% of
the $3.8 trillion budget.

“Well, you have to start somewhere, you
can't just vanish the entire deficit;” the counter-
argument goes. Yes, sacrifices are necessary.

Sex Tech

THE SEX AND RELATIONSHIP ADVICE COLUMN

Sweet Pseudonym
SEXTECH EDITOR

It's my pleasure to hand over the respon-
sibility of answering all of your burning (ha)
sex questions to a multitude of new people
this week. And the reason for that? Sex Week
2011 is here!

Sex Week 2011 is a week (which started
this past Monday, and will go until this com-
ing Sunday) that aims to create a campus
environment where open talk about sex is
okay.

Its a bunch of events involving a ton of

But 'm willing to bet that Pences amendment
would have caused less of a fuss, had it been
accompanied by cuts to government salaries,
caps on bonuses, lower tax cuts, a decrease in
the defense budget, etc., etc.. People tend to be
a lot more amenable to an unfavorable change,
if they feel like they are getting something in
return.

Moreover, political columnists have
stressed that the only feasible way to remedy
the deficit is to both cut spending and increase
tax revenue, requiring some compromise from
both parties. Since Pence offered no such olive
branch, his and his supporters’ efforts re-
main to be interpreted as anti-choice agen-
da, rather than an honest eftfort to eliminate
the deficit.

The last part of the argument that has
been actively discussed is the notion of it
being immoral to make people pay for
something they find “morally reprehen-
sible” There are a couple of issues with that
argument. First, the use of federal funds
towards abortions can be effectively barred
by exercising the exiting Hyde Amendment
on government allocations. Second, abor-
tion services constitute only 3% of Planned
Parenthood’s budget, while the rest is spent
on cervical and breast cancer screenings,
STD tests and treatment, subsidized birth
control and comprehensive sex education
programs, among other things.

So, cutting federal funding would mean
taking these essential health services away
from 48%, or approximately 1.4 million people
who use Planned Parenthood. Considering
that in 2009, 3/4 of the women served by PP
lived at or below 150% of the federal poverty
line, this legislation negatively targets not only
a specific organization, but also a specific in-
come-level group. Yet, somehow, no moral is-
sues are raised on that account.

different speakers that aim to make it fun and
easy for you to communicate with each other
about sex. You may be saying that’s crude,
and calling it unnecessary, but I would have
to wholeheartedly disagree.

My entire ethos about sex revolves around
open communication. When you aren't com-
municating, you probably arent having fun,
and if you aren't having fun, why are you hav-
ing sex?¢ Sex should be one of the most plea-
surable acts that you get to commit in any
given day, week, vear... and if isn't, that needs
to change.

You should be able to tell your boyfriend
that you want him to spank you while you're
having sex! And he should be able to tell you
how many partners hes had without feeling
guilty. Sex Week is all about opening your
mind and mouth and committing yourself to
communicating about sex.

On an even more serious note, it’s also
very likely that if your partner(s) and you

There are a few other questionable aspects
to the Pence amendment. For example, it is ex-
tremely short-sighted, in that a cut to an orga-
nization providing sex ed programs is likely to
result in more unintended pregnancies in the
future, and ultimately cost the system more
in public aid programs. Nancy Gibbs, a TIME
columnist writes, “The Guttmacher Institute
estimates that for every dollar invested in Title
X - specifically for contraceptive care - tax-
payers save a little under $4 in Medicaid costs
for mother and baby just in the first year. Title
X prevents about a million unintended preg-

Planned

Parenthood
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nancies annually, of which about half would
likely end in abortion”

Additionally, a theory has been proposed
by Melissa Harris-Perry, Princeton professor
and a columnist for The Nation, treating the
amendment as part of a larger Republican ef-
fort to undermine women and push them out
of the public sphere. It is worth noting that the
GOP spending bill does not only take shots

aren't communicating, then you aren't being
safe. Studies have shown that a campus en-
vironment that promotes open sexual com-
munication is likely to suffer much fewer
instances of sexual assault. And you know
what? I would say that alone makes Sex Week
a worthwhile event on II'T’s campus.

There are going to be events every day,
usually at both lunchtime and dinner. They’ll
range from “BDSM 101, presented by sexolo-
gist Sarah Sloane Wednesday night at 9 p.m.
in Perlstein 108, to a workshop about com-
munication in relationships, led by Dr. Jean
Tzou from II'T"s Counseling Center on Friday
during the lunch hour in the MTCC Execu-
tive Conference Room.

There will also be queerer events, like to-
night's 7 p.m. “Bi-curiosity” workshop with
sexologist Laura Clair in the MTCC Execu-
tive Conference room and Saturday’s “Being
LGBT and Dealing with Sex” workshop at
6 p.m. in the MTCC Executive Conference

at Planned Parenthood, it kills Title X, cuts
money for prenatal care, slices $750 million for
nutrition for mothers and infants, and takes a
billion dollars away from community health
clinics. Harris-Perrys column from March 3,
2011 reads, “...cuts to family planning services
and the legalization of terror against abortion
providers would create an environment of
compulsory childbearing. Women who can't
control their fertility will be unable to compete
for degrees or jobs with their male counter-
parts.

Likewise, without affordable childcare
W o m e n
would be
less likely to
work outside
the  home”
Although
Harris-Perry's
take sounds
a bit like a
conspiracy
theory, I think
she is right to
point out that
GOP legisla-
tors (who are
known as the
party of the
rich white
male) are ex-
tremely likely
to overlook the effect of their actions on the
plight of women, if not downright purposely
ignore it.

While I know this argument is unlikely to
change the mind of a staunch pro-lifer, I urge
everyone to take a hard look at what the Re-
publicans are doing - and recognize that it’s
not just about abortion or Planned Parent-

hood.

Room.

Other groups are also hosting events with-
in the framework of Sex Week, most notably
GLAM’s “In Good Conscience” screening
and speaker from 7-9 p.m. on Thursday in the
MTCC Auditorium.

The whole week is going to culminate in
keynote speaker Megan Andelloux’s “Oh oh
oh! Female Orgasm; at 3 p.m. on Sunday in
the MTCC Auditorium. There will even be
free giveaways and a raffle!

The main point is: GO. Inform yourself,
meet cool people, and get awesome free stuft.
And if you can't stop by to an event, at least
check out Feminists United on the MTCC
Bridge during lunch this week. They’ll have
free condoms to give away, along with tons of
information!

For more information, email iit.feminist-
sunited@gmail.com or just check out “IIT Sex
Week” on Facebook.
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Eoypt from an insider’s perspective: Waiting...

By Sara ElShafie
TECHNEWS WRITER

This week, we confinue fo share excerpfs
from Saras blog hitp:/fasandstorminbasiille
blogspot.com/, describing her experience amid
{he recent Egyplian Revolution,

Friday, January 28, 2011

7:00pm

Still no word from Mubarak. Were all
awaiting his speech,

We are all praying that these demonstra-
tions will end in Mubaraks removal, At this
point, the protesters won't stop until hes gone.
God forbid he should try to hand power to his
son, The city would literally be in flames.

Lenah remarks that no one anticipated that
the demonstrations would reach this point.
Thisis the biggest event in Egypt in 33 years,

Amu Ayman says that this is only the third
time for the army to enter the streets in 60
years, It happened in ‘77 with the Bread Riots,
and it happened in 86 when the government
tried to make obligatory military service 5
years instead of 3 and the young men of the
country took to the streets in protest.

[ am shocked to hear that there are still po-
licein the street shoofing peaple. They have tru-
ly lost their minds. They've turned into rabid
animals, [ wonder if the army will have to call
them off or even remove the police themselves,

Half a million protesters reported in Alex-
andria. Several police stations have been set on
fire in Cairo,

3:00pm

The situation is getting worse. The cify fs
out of confrol, Apparently the police have re-
treated from the streets, but the army has been
in the streets for two hours and they haven'
done a damned thing to control the situation,
Someone just robbed a bank in Tahrir. A fa-
mous movie director came up o a camera and
begged the soldiers to protect the Egyptian

Museum from being robbed too,

No way to know if the looters and violent
people in the streets are protesters or govern-
ment people creating chaos to threaten the
protesters. ..

Just announced that people have broken
into the Television headquarters. This is ex-
actly what we feared. If they take over the TV
tower, they could cut TV reception for fhe en-
fire country, Then we will REALLY be in crisis,
The TV networks are our last outlet, Without
them, we have no way of knowing what's go-
ingon..,

The curfew has officially been extended to
all of Fgypt, including Sinai. However, it is not
helping to calm the violence.

..Lcant even keep up with my thoughts.
The news networks can barely keep up with the
events either.

§:30pm

Gamal and Al? Mubarak have left the |

country, and still no word from the Coward in

Chief Hosni Mubarak. Mark my words, thisis |

the end of the Mubarak regime. I am so proud
to be here to witness the day of Egypts inde-
pendence!

§:45pm

The country s in flames. The country is com-
plefely out of confrol,

People are looting stores and carrying mer-
chandise in the streets. Fire has been set to the
National Democratic Party headquarters, the
Cairo Trade Center, and a hotel which has not
been identified.

Soldiers are guarding the Egyptian Muse-
um and the TV tower. Thank God.

10:00pm

Dad] assures me that, despite the striking
appearance, this is peacefid demonstration,
He s actually amazed and so impressed with
the Egyptians and how beautifully they have
handled it thus far, He has seen demonstra-
tions turn violent very quickly; back in his ac-
tivism days when he was my age. This is not a
civil war, This is not sectarfan violence. This is

The energy side of
sustainapility

By The Office of Campus
Energy and Sustainability

Campus maps prior to the year 2000 de-
pict a different IIT than we see today - under-
developed and outdated. The campus today
has a new look, a new atmosphere, and a new
challenge to match, IIT has engaged students,
faculty and staff in campaigns to recycle, re-
duce energy use and increase use of alterna-
tive transportation, In order for this to happen,
[T must create a new culture of sustainability
within the community and administration and
implement sustainable energy solutions that
allow TIT to meet the energy reduction goals
of the Campus Sustainability Plan. IIT will fol-
low a clear progression to improve energy use
on campus, beginning with building efficiency;
while adding alternative and on-site sources of
energy as they make sense,

[T must first improve facility energy use to
make the campus more sustainable. All build-
ing systems that use and deliver energy need
improvement, as does the manner in which all
[IT community members interact with energy.
[IT's Facilities department has begun to retro-
fit lighting fixtures and introduce building au-
tomation systems to improve efficiency. To do
their part, campus occupants need to reduce
energy use and follow campus policies by turn-
ing off equipment and lights when not needed,
eliminate unnecessary pieces of equipment
(like old printers, computers and lab equip-
ment), and engage building operators as to
opportunities that will give them more control
over their energy use.

The idea of sustainable energy was intro-

duced to IIT about 60 years ago, Today new
ideas move from research and academics to
operations as a matter of common practice,
Projects like the Smart Microgrid (a joint
project of IIT operations, the Galvin Center
for Electricity Innovation and WISER), re-
newable vehicle charging stations, and bat
tery storage highlight the implementation of
[T technologies and solutions in a Living
Laboratory. These initiatives help to solve real
campus issues, like the new metering project
that will monitor energy use in each building,
giving operators and occupants real-time in-
formation to help drive innovation and per-
formance, The future could bring large sola,
photovoltaic, and geothermal systems to cam-
pus,

The historic nature of the campus pres-
ents a unique challenge for ITT as it seeks to
improve energy utilization, Staff, faculty and
students need to get creative in finding new
solutions and using technology to meet these
challenges. In just a few years, IIT has made
a “quantum jump’ in changing its mindset
toward becoming more efficient and sustain-
able, With this momentum, and new tech-
nologies, another jump will come, Dr, Hamid
Arastoopour, Director of WISER, believes
that becoming sustainable does not just pres-
ent a problem that requires a solution, but a
new cultural shift: “We'e a university; smart
and creative, We need to look outside of the
box. We need to make the quantum jump.
Sustainability is not one thing, Ifs everything.

Find out more about IIT energy initiatives
and learn more about the IIT Campus Sus-
tainability Plan at

http:/fwwwiit.edu/campus_sustainability.

Egyptians fighting the government. They will
not raze the country to the ground, They are
protecting the country. They are attacking the
government only,

The news is all over US news networks,
and CNN is covering the events by the min-
ufe, and they're based in Europe, When the
US heard that the government cut the internet
they were shocked. No government has EVER
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cut the internet to an entire country, This was
the first major message that the government
has crossed the line and is panicking and is
fmished!

Were waiting to hear from the White
House...

To be continued..

Hecenony ConsuLrg Groue

&7 L positively influencing Information Technology

Information Session

The Career Management Center 15 excited to be hosting an
[nformation Sesston for Hegemony Consultmg Group on

March 29, 2011,

Hegemony 1s an advanced network of IT professtonals that serves its clients m the
areas of full lifecycle application development and systems integration by
providing the technically talented resources our clients need when they need

them.

Hegemony was founded i 1993 as a software development and technical [
tegration spectalist. Hegemony, which by defimition means "preponderance of

nfluence”, 15 i the bustness of continuously seeking out the resources, tools
and talents needed to positrvely mfluence the information-technology ndustry.

Hegemony Consultmg Group 15 currently hirtng for Computer Science,
Software Engmeering, Network Engineering, Information Architecture,
Computer Engmeerig, and Electrical/Computer Engmegrng!!

MUSTBEAUS CITTZEN OR PERMANENT RESIDENT

Ist session: 4:00pm - 5:00pm in Stuart Building Rm 104 Aug
2nd Session: 9:30pm - 6:30pm in Stuart Building Rm 104 Aud

Stop by on March 29, 2011 to learn more about what they can offer
[IT students and alumni!

Call 312567 6800 to RSVP for the webcast link
Food will be provided.

cmMmc Yy

ccccc ful Careers Start Here vwww.cmc.iit.edu
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CMC(C’'s Leslie Anderson bids
adieu to lIT after 8 years

By Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

For many IIT students, getting a job ranks
very high on the wish list. Co-ops, intern-
ships, even small openings on campus that
have nothing to do with a particular major
are highly sought after by students of all ages
and nationalities. If you have taken the effort
of visiting the Career Management Center to
either fine-tune your resume, or to seek help
with a particular job application, you probably
recognize the lady smiling in the picture, even
if you can't recollect her name. Leslie Andersen
has for the past eight years served as an advi-
sor at the CMC, specializing in as many as nine
different majors, and provided innumerable
students invaluable help in pursuing jobs and
careers — rendering her as someone not many
students who have been fortunate enough to
receive her guidance are likely to forget for a
long, long time. During her time at II'T, Leslie
has conducted workshops on job search strate-
gies and skills and has developed special career
management programs in collaboration with
other departments. It was with bittersweet
pleasure that the CMC bid adieu to Leslie as
she left IIT to accept the position of Assistant
Director at the Harris School of Public Policy
Studies at the University of Chicago where she

will continue to serve students in career
services. Everyone who knows her would
probably join me in thanking her for all the
kind advice that she gave in an always-spir-
ited, enthusiastic demeanor and wish her
all the best in her future endeavors. I had
an opportunity to ask her a few questions
on her penultimate day in office.

My first question is kind of obvious
— what are your feelings at this point in-
time?

Well, I know for sure I'm definitely go-
ing to miss a lot of students who I've built
relationships with over my time here at IIT.
My experience has been incredibly reward-
ing — and I've also loved working with col-
leagues all over campus in different depart-
ments.

8 years is a long enough time to form
some great memories. Do you have any
special recollections to share?

Bollywood Night! Really, that was un-
forgettable!

On a more serious note, it was actually
this one experience that comes to mind. It
was the first day of classes one particular
year, and as | was walking around cam-
pus, I noticed this student who was obvi-
ously new to IIT — nervous, hesitant - try-
ing to find his way around the buildings. I
remember walking up to him and helping
him out. Today, he’s at a co-op in a big insti-
tution and it's incredibly rewarding just to
see this transformative experience — which
is really what I love about my job.

How much has IIT really changed over
the years you've been here?

Well, physically it has, quite a bit! What
[ appreciate the most is the effort towards
sustainability, and the many new programs
that have been introduced, opening up new
opportunities for students.

Any final message for students?

As [ always say, never think twice about
following your dreams! Go confidently on
the path you want to choose. Even if you
cant seem to figure out a particular goal
or dream, it’s okay to lose confidence — as
long as you made a sincere attempt to pur-
sue what you really want to do. It's impor-
tant also to develop a network of people
who might help you in times of need - and
sometimes its only through a failed at-
tempt that you get to expand this network.
You should be open to new experiences —
because learning about yourself and your
dreams is a constantly evolving process.

Financial aid packages available

By The Office of
Financial Aid

Financial aid packages are now avail-
able online for students who have com-
pleted a 2011-12 FAFSA. Students can
view their package and outstanding re-
quirements on the MylIT portal on the Fi-
nances tab. Scholarships for 2011-12 will
be listed on student accounts in the Of-
fered status instead of the Accepted status.
Students are required to acknowledge the
scholarship amount and accept it on the
MyIIT portal themselves, just like federal

W.ic

loans and federal work study. For students
selected for federal verification, a financial
aid package will not be available to view
until required documents have been sub-
mitted, reviewed and satisfied by the Of-
fice of Financial Aid.

Selected students will be notified via
email by the Financial Aid Office begin-
ning this week and continuing as we re-
ceive FAFSAs for 2011-12. All questions
can be directed to the Financial Aid Office
at inaid@iit.edu or 312-567-7219. We are
open Monday - Friday from 8:30am-5pm.
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Help shape diversity at the Unity Banquet

By Teresa Moreno
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF WOMEN SERVICES

The Student Center for Diversity and In-
clusion is kicking off a new program, the Unity
Leaders at the 2011 Unity Banquet. Unlike
ever before, the Center, along with the Univer-
sity, is supporting students as they take reins
on how to uplift diversity on II'T°s campus. The
Unity Leaders Program, which gets its official
kick-off during this year’s Unity Banquet, al-
lows students to take action and voice how
they envision diversity on their campus. With
institutional support and resources, students
propose and create a program to heighten and
showcase diversity through one of the follow-
ing categories: Culture, Leadership, Research
and Respect. These student-led projects, while

unique, lead to a collective contribution made
by students to add to the rich vibrancy of II'T.
Students can work as student organizations
or unaffiliated teams to propose and bring a
unique program to campus. The unveiling of
the program, which will include more details
about how to propose and what the program
is about, will be shared at the Unity Banquet.
The Student Center for Diversity and In-
clusion hopes that you can join them as they
introduce this new program. The 2011 Unity
Banquet will be held on April 14 in the Her-
mann Hall Ballroom with the reception at 5:00
p.m., dinner and the program at 6:00 p.m. and
the after-party beginning at 7:30 p.m. There is
no cost to students to attend - one only needs
to RSVP by Monday, April 11 to scdi@iit.edu.

ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Career Management Center

Ctiquette Dinmer
Date: Spril 7, 2041 1
Time5:00pm - 7:00 pm
Where: Hormann il Gupo
Godt: 810 non-refundable

DPlocse Noto: T attondoes must bo in busines eadual atéire.

Interfaith discussion tomorrow night

By Alex Miller
STAFF WRITER

At 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30,
students from most faiths represented around
campus will gather for an interfaith discussion
with representatives from each of the five ma-
jor faiths represented on campus. With speak-
ers representing Christianity, Islam, Judaism,
Atheism, and Buddhism, the hope is that stu-
dents will leave the presentation with a more
well-rounded perspective on each of the belief
systems.

Set up as an academic lecture, each speaker
will start the night with a five-minute presen-
tation on the basics of their religion. Each reli-
gious representative will then discuss the basic
tenets and sects of the religion. There will also
be discussion about the relationship between
religion and science. The night will end with
the opportunity for the audience to ask ques-
tions.

“While its being called an ‘Interfaith’
panel, I think its more of an ‘Interreligion
panel. While ‘faith’ is a very subjective expe-
rience, this panel is attempting to present an
objective, educational opportunity for the IIT
community to learn more about the different
religions practiced by students on this cam-
pus,” remarks Erin Jones, the representative
for Hillel. She stresses, as do the other orga-
nizations, that the event is not meant to be a
debate between the religious associations, but
instead a productive event with the intention
of educating each other about the differences

between each religion.

As seen throughout history, education
about opposing viewpoints helps alleviate ten-
sions between groups. As chair of the Depart-
ment of Religion at Kenyon University, Joseph
Adler attributes the study of other religions to
the desire to learn of other cultures in the glo-
balized era. He remarks, “On one level, given
our evident interdependence, we simply need
to be able to communicate with our neighbors
in the world. But, as many trade and invest-
ment negotiators in China have discovered,
communication is nota simple matter of trans-
lation; it requires an often subtle understand-
ing and appreciation for different cultural rules
and values, different conceptions of individual
and collective responsibility and identity, and
so forth. The deeper these points extend into
the assumptions that form the framework of
the culture, the more they are connected with
the cultures religious beliefs and values. At the
same time, we should acknowledge that cultur-
al diversity, whether at home or in the world,
is not something to be merely tolerated; it is
something to be encouraged and celebrated”

Looking at this event, we can see that it
strives to do exactly this. All different beliefs
are coming together for one night to celebrate
their differences with one another, with the
hope that better understanding and commu-
nication may emerge. This event, sponsored
by the Office of Spiritual Life, Hillel, Muslim
Students Association, Atheists and Allies, and
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship is open to all
students. Food will be served.
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IPRO 363: This week’'s Language Link

By Nattasha Viiias
TECHNEWS WRITER

(Photo courtesy Nattasha Virias)

Carmen is from Madrid, Spain, and wed
like you to meet her.

What’s your name? Carmen Bravo

Where are you originally from? Madrid,
Spain

What is your major and what year are you
at II'T? M.S. in Biomedical Engineering, 1st
Year

What’s your native language? Spanish

Do you speak any languages other than
your native language and English? No

Can you tell us how to say a few common
phrases in your native language?

Do you want to dance with me? ;Quieres
bailar conmigo?

That boy is really cute! Ese chico es guapisi-
mo (Estd bueno - slang).

Can I have your phone number? ;Me das tu
ntmero de teléfono?

Are there any specific customs or tradi-
tions relating to your culture that you'd like

to share? On New Year’s Eve, we finish the year
by eating twelve grapes at midnight, one grape
for each stroke of the clock. If you finish eat-
ing the grapes on time, you will have twelve
months of good luck.

What brought you to join us here in Chi-
cago, and why did you choose II'T? [ wanted
to come to the United States to study, and II'T
was one of the schools that had an exchange
program at my university. I can develop my in-
terest in the biomedical field here.

Do you like it here? Yeah.

What’s your favorite way to stay in touch
with your culture when you’re here in Chica-
go? [ hang out with other Spanish students and
listen to Spanish music when I'm homesick.

What Chicago experience has been most
fun or interesting to you so far? I loved
kayaking on the Chicago River while watch-
ing the fireworks, going to school sponsored
events like watching the musicals Wicked and
the Lion King, and living with two beautiful
American girls. ;-)

Interview conducted by Nattasha Vinas of
[PRO 363. Looking to find someone to learn
a new language with? Keep your eves open
for Language Link next semester, pioneered
by IPRO 363. Email ipro363@googlegroups.
com for more information, but heres a general
round-up:

Language Link is a new IPRO thats build-
ing a website for II'T that can work to match up
students according to their language learning
needs, as they hope to be part of IITs up-and-
coming foreign language program. The website
will work sort of like a dating site - using a
matching algorithm to maich up people accord-
ing fo various factors, such as language profi-
ciency, classes, extracurricular interests, and
languages of interest.

The Metra i1s here

By Harshita Iyer
TECHNEWS WRITER

After an almost 15 year long wait, the Me-
tra has come to II'T! As one of the more an-
ticipated additions to the II'T campus, the new
35th Street/ ‘Lou’ Jones Metra stop is expected
to have a strong impact on people commut-
ing to the II'T campus, as well as De LaSalle,
the Police Headquarters, the Fire Department
Headquarters, the US Cellular Field, and Park
Boulevard, the big housing development un-
derway on 35th Street. This is a big step for-
ward for IIT, as well as the surrounding area.

The construction of the Metra stop is part of

a strategy to transform this part of Chicago
into a great place to live, study, and work. A
dramatic increase in commercial and retail
organizations in the area is expected to occur
following the completion of the project.

But where did all this start? The first re-
corded idea for a Metra stop at 33rd and La
Salle was in 1989, and it was to connect to
the CTA Red Line. After Vice Provost of Ex-
ternal Affairs David Baker came to hear about
this in 1998 from Peter Beltemacchi (from
the Department of Architecture at IIT), he
started working with Congressman Rush to
make it a reality. In 2002, Congress included
the construction of the Metra stop in its 6-year
Transportation Reauthorization Plan, but it
wasn't until 2004 that it was passed, and $4.1
million were allotted to the construction of the
Metra station. The design work started around
2004-2005, but took three years to complete,
and it was found that the cost would be $12
million. The project once again seemed lost,
until 2009. According to Baker, the ARRA
(American Reinvestment and Recovery Act)
of 2009 was the reason that this project was fi-
nally completed. “When President Obama got
Congress to agree to ARRA the project was al-
ready ‘shovel-ready, and so it received a special
$7 million commitment from the government,
thus fueling the project once again,” says Baker.
Once this was done, Baker, Congressman Rush
and Metra started work on getting the permit
from the City, which took until 2010. Finally
construction began in the Spring of 2010 and

—: ---

the station was expected to be completed by
December of 2010, but was later postponed
to Spring 2011, due to a workers’ strike, and
winter delays.

The name of the Metra stop is 35th
Street/’Lou’ Jones, a name given by Congress-
man Rush in the memory and honor of Lou-
vanna Jones, a State Representative serving
a district east of II'T, who was renowned for
her support to the less fortunate people in
the community. In Baker’s words, “The [Lou’
Jones Metra] station is an important gift to the
community from Congressman Rush.” And
indeed, the construction of the station is ex-
pected to benefit everyone around the area.
This stop is also part of the Transit Oriented
Development plan, which is a planning term
for finding ways to promote economic devel-
opment around transit stops (for example,
the completion of the station will bring more
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Extreme Entrepreneurship
Tour 1nspires students

By Harshita Iyer
TECHNEWS WRITER

“A key to becoming a successful entre-
preneur is knowing how to find and take ad-
vantage of opportunities.” It is with this aim
that the Knapp Entrepreneurship Center is
organizing the Extreme Entrepreneurship
Tour at IIT on the 6th of April from 3 - 7 p.m.

Through this workshop students will
have the opportunity to learn a time-tested
formula for recognizing and solving prob-
lems, creating profitable business opportuni-
ties that solve those problems, and evaluat-
ing their validity in the marketplace, while
getting to interact with people who have al-
ready made it big in the field. Whether or not
they currently have an idea, this workshop
will show students how to distinguish be-
tween just an ‘idea’ and a potentially profit-
making business opportunity.

The moderator at the event, Bert Gervais
(a.k.a. “The Mentor Guy”), is a nationally
bestselling author of the book “Who's in Your
Top Hive? - Your Guide to Finding Your Suc-
cess Mentors,” speaker, and award-winning
entrepreneur. He has appeared in USA To-
day, Fox News, Inc.com, and Young Money
Magazine, spoken in over 30 cities across
the United States, and presented alongside
the U.S. Department of Labor, as well as the
National Chamber of Commerce and count-

people to US Cellular Field). As far as IIT is
concerned, the Metra stop is expected to bring
in a lot more commuters, part-time students,
and faculty. As the Executive Director of the
Technology Park (located right across from the
Metra station), Baker sees this as a huge advan-
tage, as it will encourage people to come to IIT,
for school as well as work.

Although the construction of the Metra
stop was initially seen as something that would
support mainly the White Sox, the project
eventually, in terms of pushing for its comple-
tion, shifted more toward II'T. And as a sym-
bol of its support and involvement, II'T gave a
“permanent easement” of its land for the stop
to be built over it, which means that the land
was handed over for free, as long as there was a
Metra station to be developed on it.

Another interesting fact that connects the
station with IIT is the fact that the benches in

less associations. His first company garnered
many awards including the Entrepreneurs
Organizations “East Coast Student Entre-
preneur of the Year” Award for 2006 & 2007.
The book “Millennial Leaders” by Bea Fields
profiles Bert as one of the top Gen Y leaders
in the country. What’s remarkable is that he
has accomplished all of this before his 25th
birthday.

Aimed at inspiring students to come up
with bigger ideas, this will also help polish
the ones they already have. There will be
speaker sessions, interspersed with action
sessions and networking sessions, where the
students will get to interact and network with
other people attending the event. This event
is sure to create new ideas among all those
who attend, as it will allow students to ex-
pand their knowledge of the business world,
and also their knowledge of what works and
what doesn't.

This program is not something that
anybody who wants to be an entrepreneur
would want to miss out on. This is great for
audiences who are interested in starting a
business, but don't know where to start and
may need more of a direction. So if you're an
entrepreneur just waiting to break free and
become the next big thing, this is probably
the place for you. You can register for this
event at Extremetour.org.

Photo courtesy Utsav Gandhi

front of the station are made from the bricks
from a ‘Mies Wall’ on campus, which implies
that it is the very same brick that Mies van der
Rohe himself selected for IIT. Even the un-
usual and dramatic style of construction of the
station (using a ramp instead of an elevator)
makes one wonder if it is reminiscent of IIT’s
own “unusual” architecture.

As for the future, Baker hopes that Federal
Street, which has always been a somewhat un-
used part of campus, will become a lot more
active. In anticipation of this, there are plans
to open the Tech Building “Incubator” right
across from the station, to bring life back to
that part of campus. The completion of station
is eagerly anticipated across campus, and once
it is opened on April 3 and dedicated on May
6, it will surely become an integral part of cam-

pus life.
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TEDxXIIT - dreams, 1deas, revolutions

By Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

Ideas are everywhere. And its important that these ideas
are provided an opportunity to present themselves at a respect-
able forum, because ideas have the power to transform lives.
This past Saturday, a select group of talented IIT staft and
alumni shared some phenomenal ideas at TEDxIIT, an inde-
pendently organized TED event, at the Downtown Campus’
Richard Ogilvie Auditorium. With the overarching theme of
“breakthroughs,” the daylong event was split into three seg-
ments — " Breakthroughs in creative education,” “About to break
through” and “Break through the old ways.” These were inter-
spersed with lunch and coftee breaks so that the audience had
an opportunity to ask questions and discuss their opinions with
the speakers. The event featured nine live talks and four record-
ed TED talks, with two really creative advertisements (Dulux
Paint’s “Let’s color” and Nokia N8 Cellscope Technology's “Dot
- The world’s smallest stop-motion animation character”).

The event started with a very spirited and enthusiastic live
talk by consultant, educator and producer, Tom Tresser, titled
“The creativity imperative — why creativity is job #1 for Amer-
ica.” He spoke about how America is a work in progress, and
creativity is a promise to its natives, immigrants, and the rest
of the world. There are 43 million people living in the US right
now who were born abroad, and for whom America spells op-
portunity. An IBM survey found out that 64% of CEOs want
their managers to master creativity. The next talk, by Arthur
DeVito, Distinguished Professor of Mathematics at the Har-
old Washington College in Chicago, asked five big questions
on how to “fix American education” - what about those stu-
dents who do not succeed, how American curriculum should
be determined, how American education should be funded,
how the curriculum should be delivered and how the students
should be assessed. The next one, a recorded talk
by Dave Eggers, “Once upon a school initiative,”
detailing his efforts to create a tutoring center in
the Bay Area, CA, was a remarkably simple story
delivered in the most interesting, absorbing and
gripping manner; and the highlight was the dif-
ference it made in the community around the
center. It reaffirmed the often overlooked belief
in the power of a small idea to transform a com-
munity in a big way, simply through conviction
and confidence. A highly recommended video to
check out on TED.com! Finally, the last talk in
this segment was by a recent double graduate in
ECE, Jeft Chiles, who, as part of Camras Student

Executive Board, led the initial development of the Intuitive
Models in Engineering Education program, currently deployed
in Chicago Public Schools. His talk proved that engineering is
a great way to make a difterence in the lives of others, as well
as the fact that engineering is not too professional a field to be
taught so “early.” An engineering graduate has the mindset, the
methodology, the intuition, the curiosity and the will power
to apply scientific principles to real-world problems. The chal-
lenge is to provide this practical workspace, because handing a
kid a manual about laser tag and telling him that it’s as good as
the real thing is unhelpful.

The next segment, “About to break through,” discussed cut-
ting-edge ideas and started off with a talk by Mark Jones, head
of service design at IDEO Chicago, stressing the fact that great
design also requires tremendous optimism. He highlighted the
trend of moving from data mining to pattern recognition (Am-
azons “Recommended products for you!”) to personalization
(telling your airline which seat and meal youd prefer) to open
platforms, from the ‘80s to 2010, which clearly
shows an increase in customer engagement.
The next one, a recorded talk by Dean Kamen,
creator of the product that eventually became
known as the Segway PT, an electric self-bal-
ancing human transporter, was an incredible
example of advances in medical technology
helping people overcome lifes misfortunes. The
next one was by Marshall Brown, an assistant
professor at the Architecture Department at
ITT, talking about the “"New Country” - a study
about Washington Park as a model for future
American cities, where vacant land is also
viewed as opportunity. Ending with a talk on
the convergence of biotechnology and nuclear
science was the duo of Adam Flynn and Jeft
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Kantarek, founders of ForeLight, a collaboration that strongly
believes in collective ability to innovate and devise new paths.

The final segment, “Break through the old ways” was all
about revolutionary thought and the courage to translate it into
a desire to create a better world. It started off with a recorded
talk by behavioral economist Dan Ariely, who studies the “bugs
in our moral code” and examines the hidden reasons we think
it's OK to cheat or steal. Studies help make his point that were
predictably irrational and can be influenced in ways we can'
grasp. Visit TED.com for this fascinating insight into the hu-
man mind. The next speaker was Dr. Laura Hosman (featured
last semester as a “person you should know” in TechNews),
who presented a case for greater technology for development
(“a difficult, complicated and messy process with no shortcuts
and no quick fixes”). Having worked recently in Haiti with the
One Laptop per Child project she made a strong appeal to ev-
eryone to not abandon such projects due to roadblocks of any
nature. This was followed by a shorter TED talk titled “How to
start a movement” which analyzes
a three-minute video of a random
dance party on a hillside that kept
gaining momentum - and it was
fascinating to see the lessons this
simple examination of the human
mind provides.

The segment ended with Mike
Hettwer, a freelance photographer
of paleontological and archeo-
logical expeditions who works on
independent (and hence private-
ly-funded) assignments for the
National Geographic and many
other magazines, journals and pe-
riodicals. His travels have taken
him to 70 countries and over 300
cities (though he still says Chi-
cago is THE place) - Angkor Wat,
Cambodia; Easter Island; Bangla-
desh; Petra, Jordan;
Mt. Everest; the Gobi
and Sahara Deserts;
Darwin,  Australia,
and many, many more.
The lessons he learned
include being inspired
and dreaming big,
working hard and tak-
ing risks, embracing
the possibility of sur-
prise for a great story,
getting some research
done before an assign-
ment, and finally, giv-
ing something back
to our planet. A little
side note — he gradu-
ated more than twenty
years ago from IIT as
an Electrical Engi-
neer and worked on
building several web
consulting companies
for a long time before
he was financially se-
cure enough to sell
his company, pack his
bags, and set off on a
journey to realize his
dreams.

(Photos by Matt Renfree
and Amy Lee Segami)
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Fukushima and Nuclear Power: Beyond the Headlines

By Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

As engineers continue to work to stabilize the unfortunate
situation at the Fukushima I Nuclear Power Plant in Japan,
which suffered a string of failures, explosions, and radiation
leaks following the earthquake and tsunami on March 11, peo-
ple around the world are asking questions, raising concerns and
discussing the safety of nuclear power. The II'T Armour College
of Engineering and College of Science and Letters organized a
forum this past Thursday, “Fukushima and Nuclear Power: Be-
yond the Headlines,” in Wishnick Hall Room 113. At the fo-
rum, Vice President of the National Center for Food Safety and
Technology (NCFST) Robert Brackett, Armour Dean Natacha
DePaola, and CSL Dean Russell Betts were present, and Profes-
sor of Physics Christopher White delivered a presentation and

discussion that provided much-needed information and back-
ground on the situation at Japan’s nuclear plants, and nuclear
power in general. Topics discussed included fission, radioactiv-
ity, radiation, health eflects of radiation, and some basic nuclear
engineering.

After the disaster, legitimate questions have been pouring
in as to what the consequences are for many different indus-
tries. Unfortunately the media has reported information rang-
ing in nature from misleading to downright incorrect. Professor
White, who was in China, and living right on the coast next to
the South China Sea while the earthquake happened and the
tsunami warning was issued, started off his presentation with
some basic information about what radiation is — basically, any
energy that is transmitted as rays or waves. Using iClickers to
gauge the audience’s conceptions about what kind of awareness
exists about harmful and harmless radiation, Professor White
said exposure to radiation mostly does NOT make objects ra-
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dioactive themselves, with some exceptions (after all, we use ra-
diation to keep food safe and storable!). Explaining the concept
of half-life, he said that though the I-131 isotope released from
nuclear fission processes in Japan (which has an 8 day half-life,
and is feared to cause thyroid cancer) has been released, a very
large sample is required to actually pose any kind of threat if
it enters the food chain. Most of the audience acceded via a
poll that though they respect both beta and gamma radiation
(which are most commonly released as fission by-products),
they don’t fear them — though some also said that they worry
about unnecessary radiation that could affect them if they were
to come in contact — which is a perfectly plausible concern to
have. Professor White stressed that internal organs are much
more sensitive than external muscles — but also that eliminat-
ing exposure is neither possible nor desirable. The concern in
Japan currently is because due to the processes ongoing at the
time of the earthquake, the fission processes haven't completely
stopped — in fact, there are statistics to prove that even after a
week, 4AMW, or 4 million joules joules of energy per second, are
being produced — which is getting the public worried.

Showing an extraordinary BBC online presentation titled
‘Fukushima: Dealing with disaster, Professor White then ex-
plained that due to the tsunami, the reactors got hot and there
was no flow of water. The hydrogen gas produced went into the
exterior building where it exploded due to increased pressure.
As a desperate measure, on the 17th of March, helicopters were
used to drop water. Despite these extreme measures, the US De-
partment of Energy has said that we, as currently unexposed
individuals, need to spend two complete weeks at the disaster
site to reach the US DoE exposure limit. The plant is currently
shut down, as one would expect, but there are concerns that an
additional release of isotopes is possible. 4% of the US’s food
imports come from Japan, and this number will probably dras-
tically reduce in the forthcoming months (although Hawaii and
California have a larger demand). Multinational food compa-
nies are implementing their own food safety inspection tech-
niques. The presentation concluded with a reiteration of the fact
that the radiation released at the disaster site is not in levels high
enough to cause any concern, and eflforts are underway to en-
sure that legitimate concerns are pacified soon enough before a
panic attack.

An aerial view shows the quake-damaged Fukushima nuclear power plant

in the Japanese town of Futaba, Fukushima prefecture on March 12, 2011.
(Photo credit: STR/AFP/Getty Images)
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San Francisco’s attractions

create 1conic,

By Becca Waterloo
ARE EDITOR

The elements of San Francisco provide an
experience that will make you ache to wisit.
Whether its the chimes of the trollevs, the
hilly terrain, the Victorian architecture, or the
rolling fog, there are others that will make vou
never want to leave. Evervone speaks of their
lowve for San Francisco, and there are reasons
why it’s time for yvou to understand the hype.

Whether vou're coming from QAK or SFO,
vou'll notice the small peninsula San Fran-
cisco lavs on and its connection to other parts
of California by its iconic bridges like the Bay
Bridge and Golden Gate Bridge, Both of these
bridges stand strong and tall, providing excel-
lent areas for site seeing, Try heading to Pier 14
during the Farmers' Market for a snack and a
view of the epic Bay Bridge, or head to the Pre-
sidio Park for a meal at the Warming Hut Cafe
and a view of the vibrant Golden Gate Bridge,

The Embarcadero is San Francisco’s version
of Lake Shore Drive - a road that lays on the
northern perimeter of the peninsula from the
Bay Bridge to Golden Gate. Piers run along
with activities to do such as tours of Alcatraz,

modern city

the Farmers Market, and Fishermans Warf,
The smell of the bay and hustle of the area
make it an entertaining place for sightseeing
and people-watching,

The neighborhoods and hills that create
San Francisco have their own charisma that
makes it safe to compare San Francisco to
a little Europe. Theres Haight-Ashbury the
source of the hipple mowvement still retains its
charm and remains a treasure in the city. Our
Wicker Park strives to be the kind neighbor-
hood that the Haight originated. The streets
reflect off of each other with their vibrant neon
colors, young residents living on the strests,
large amounts of thrift stores and restaurants
on Haight street to choose from, and graffiti
murals following vou as vou walk,

The 7x7-mile city has a distinct character
to it, with its liberal community and endless
amount of culture every time you turn the cor-
ner. The density of neighborhoods keeps you
wondering what vou'll come across next, but
it's welcoming enough for vou to recognize the
area once youve spent some time there. These
are only a few of the features that make people,
yvoung and old alike, long for San Francisco,

‘Sucker Punch’ suckers
audience out of money

By Kunoor Ojha
TECHMNEWS WRITER

Okay listen up folks, T have this really great
story. We're going to cast a hot C-list babe as
our tormented protagonist, and surround her
with other, equally hot C-list babes, They have
to escape from a mental asylum, but did von
see Inception? That was sick, so we have to try
that layering thing. So... okay, okay, I got it. The
mental asylum is one layer, but theres another
layer, full of fetish apparel, and guns, and hell,
we need zombies and robots and samurai gi-
ants while we're at
it. But vou know
we also need to
be serious. So let’s
also make it about
prostitution  and
make some kind
of message at the
end that one of the
hotties will read
out loud. Sound
good? No thanks,

One day, it will
become common
knowledge  that
girls  plus  guns
plus big
budget does not
equal good mowv-
ie. Today is not
that day.  Zack
Synders  heavily
publicized, trying-
desperately-to-be-
stylish new film
falls into that all-too-common trap, and will
likely struggle to garner the fanboy population
it would need to maintain any sort of repute,

Emily Browning, mostly commonly known
for her role as Violet Baudelaire in A Series of
Unfortunate Events, plays Baby Doll, a 20-vear-
old girl who accidentally shoots her sister in an
atternpt to kill her stepfather after the death of
her mother. The evil steptather commits her to
a mental asylum where it is made clear that, in
five days, she will be subjected to a lobotomy
There she meets Rocket (Jena Malone), Sweet
Pea (Abbie Cornish), Blondie {Vanessa Hud-
gens), and Amber (Jamie Chung). The girls are
required by the establishment to dance and
prostitute themselves for clients including the
Mayor and the "High Roller!

Baby Doll is apparently a naturally talented
dancer, throwing her male audiences into a

near-hypnotic trance within a few bored sways
of her hips. She uses this skill to distract the
men of the so-called-asylum while her cohorts
steal items essential for their planned escape.
As she dances she regresses into her owm fan-
tasy world, where the girls are guided by “The
Wisernan' in various weapon-laden missions
to retrieve things that could lead to their es-
cape.

Unfortunately nothing will allew them
to escape from the heinous soundtrack that
provides the cheesy backdrop for their campy
butt-kicking sequences. Prepare for your ears
to bleed after subjecting yourself to gratuitous,

Image courtesy of crushable.com

awkward, and disgraceful covers of songs by
the Burvthmics, Led Zeppelin, and even Sil-
versun Pickups,

It has some cool special effects, But if thats
all anyone wanted, the trailer would hawe suf-
ficed. The nauseating and accidentally campy
dialogue, horrendous soundtrack, miserable
atternpt at upholding a plot, and cheap attempt
at a ‘deep’ ending rendered this entire experi-
ence little more than an assault to the senses.
Unless vou want to offend your ears and insult
vour intelligence, youd be better off staying
at home watching reruns of Everyvbody Lowves
Raymond. Did I mention I hate BEverybody
Loves Raymond?

0.5 stars out of 4

N
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Blue Man Group oddities
entertain, shock students

By Ustav Ghandi
CAMPUS EDITOR

[ knew that Blue Man Group was go-
ing to be an experience unlike any I had be-
fore as soon as I had the ticket in my hand. My
friends had told me to expect the show to be
interactive and enlightening at the same time
- and with these expectations I walked into the
Brair Street Theatre and Cabaret on Thursday
night. And it certainly didn't disappoint me.

Using some innovative efforts to
interact with the audience and a unique com-
bination of music, dance, technology, art and
comedy, the one-hour, forty-five minute per-
formance never had a dull moment.

Starting off with a unique pre-show
instructional message regarding cell-phone us-
age (and the works) which was anything but
serious in tone, the trio appeared on stage to
resounding applause - accompanied by a band
which played with relentless energy through-
out the show.

One of their most interesting acts
during the night was three giant iPhones
which they called ‘GiPads’ - or gigantic iPads
— and this act was specifically aimed at discuss-
ing the trend rampant in American teenagers
as they multitask school work with texting and
media - which is clearly detrimental to their
academic progress.

Trying to hold the audience’s atten-
tion on the three screens simultaneously - one
with Literature homework, one with media
software running and the third detailing the
facts about the worrying study habits of Amer-
ican high school students - it was clearly evi-

dent that its a case of trying to be engaged in
too many things at once, and not doing a good
job in any.

Toward the end of the show, they
also enlightened the audience regarding how
difficult it is in this day of text messaging and
Facebook chat to have a ‘real. face-to-face con-
versation — and how this effects our relation-
ships. An alarming fact they highlighted was
that parents these days have an average of five
minutes of meaningful conversation with their
children every day - this tells you that there are
some things that need to be fixed!

Apart from this, there was an im-
mensely entertaining ‘rock concert’ at the end
with one unforgettably catchy song enlisting at
least two hundred different synonyms for the
human posterior, a ‘Human Paintbrush’ art
creation before our very eyes (yes, it was exact-
ly as the name suggests), and some innovative
use of pipes to create music.

This may sound gross, but there was
one particular act where they invited an audi-
ence member on stage, a gitl who was visibly
frightened and clearly repelled by the looks of
the Blue Men, to have dinner with them, and in
the process, regurgitating food through holes
in their chest, vacuuming figures off paintings
behind them while eating and brandishing out
a huge fire extinguisher as the girl went for-
ward to light a candle on the table.

All in all, it was an interesting time
spent there, and the Blue Man Group con-
tinued its reputation of providing offbeat but
immensely enjoyable entertainment. It is cer-
tainly recommended to get a break from the
humdrum of daily school life.
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Wait wait..don't miss a Chicago classic

By Sand Ip
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Averaging a five star review with a little
under 700 ratings, NPRs Wait Wait..Dont
Tell Me is currently sitting at number two on
the iTunes top ten podcasts of all time. The
show features Peter Sagal as the host and Carl
Kasell as announcer and official score keeper.
The score is kept for three guest panelists who
answer questions regarding the past weeks
news in hopes of winning the title “News quiz
champion” by the end of the night. The show
has been airing since 1998.

As nerdy as it all sounds, the highlighting
of the irony and absurdity in current events ac-
centuated by humor and blunt criticism makes
the show quite amusing and as NPR calls it
“oddly informative.”

The show is features listeners calling in to
answer three questions about the news and
should the listener answer two of three ques-
tions correctly, he wins Karl Cassels voice
of his home answering machine. The show
also invites a guest star each week to play
“Not My Job,” a portion of the show where Sa-
gal asks the star questions regarding a subject
that is indirectly related to the star For ex-
ample when actor Jesse Eisenberg, star of The
Social Network, was on the show, he was ques-
tioned about people of the anti-social network,
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hermits. Another round of listener participa-
tion is done with callers filling in the last word
of newsy limericks, and finally panelists round
of the evening by playing “lightwing fill in the
blank” where the supply one word answers to
news hints.

Two Thursdays ago, the editor-in-chief
and [ had the pleasure of attending a live tap-
ing of the radio show at the Chase Auditorium
in downtown Chicago. Though it be a fifty
minute long show, the taping actually lasts for
about two hours. Dialogue between Sagal and
the panelist flow casually like conversation and
panelists often interrupt with unscripted com-
mentary. The show is made just under an hour
after editing parts out. That week, the show in-
vited Judy Collins to play “Not my Game,”

Some frequent panelists, usually consisting
of comedians, humorists, and journalists, in-
clude Roy Blount Jr., Tom Bodett, Amy Dick-
inson, Paula Poundstone, Roxanne Robertsm
and Mo Rocca.

Some critics claim that in order to enjoy the
humor, one would have to be aliberal and even
then, the sarcastic, pompous tone of the host
can be too much to bear. I say simply listen to
the well researched show and recognize that
besides stating facts, the only injection of any
opinion stems from a little common sense.

Wait Wait Don't Tell Me airs nationally on
Saturdays at 11 a.m. and the podcast is avail-
able for download on the same day as well.




Tuesday, March 29, 2011 |

Catching Some Is
By Myles Mellor and Sally York

1 2 3 4

a [3

13

o 111 2

16

14

20

FE

33

ar

- B
Acpos Ll o 28 Ulnclear
1 _ Eateps 37 Drpoted stpologe pa Dowon 30 Fam par too much
5 IRl plce fabbeh 4 Chadette-1o-Raleizh 1 Courteadl 31 With intereity
& Bapekrenough dig 2. Bipdmin 2P o et
1% Auld Eng sene 41l _ Fudding Swrdas top prg prhap b Drbocwoe o7 TP
14 Bilkr o night & Cotion fibyic 4 Chinese cuppenoy 35 Apploing far
15 Drungean & Diegons 4% "Buona__ _“(HRlan 5 Gurglingsounds 3 Spaind Gulfof
cpeakure Zreeting) &, Idict 3 Milbdones
16, "oy Tiree in " 35 Daoypis o Adice 275 in old mdio Lingo deb Coun pute Lt
£ 10,000 M mes abum) 48, Polish polbs G onnes thol dh Aquavite, £z
17 Iefepz upy £ ane 47 Hamitn dish QA ke sk 45 B nd Lrespsc ticre
15 Abeinthe dhomging 43 )7 0 Angl betaeen hestern 49 Rllon
19, Fastaieship S0, Enspzetic s ientise and the Latf S0 Mk
2. Eppptin fortilite G5, Giv athremns unchion 11 Mottt final athan 51 Koo, o o secrtt
oo L] 12 Stripling 52, 100 ¢ entavaos
23 An endtoosesd oo Ay 14 Tackal ez 53 Hootes M
24 Followws p of Diougpans &0, " Sanctisina ez 20 "FourEsaps on L 5 Im quaper seps "Birth- =
A" Lowess Youl'r 1962 &1 Canundpum et o Brglin plc of feiation Pione se™ H
hit) 2. Fhone connsction 21 Adlermnent G5 ___bean
28 T frorn puddy 2 Chpe ulag congpas 24 Confiusing ploes 5 Beach bipd
3 Accusedd nesd & Arrogantons 25 in theDegh™ B Coaskr
b Cheil pights o, &5 Gpoundooesr 26 Doy duc ks
35 "hE Fownd ina Botile™ GG Beach, basic ke 2 ofEcoly

Loud Sex

MY NEIGHBOR
HAS LOUD SEX.

GOOD FDR HER AND
ALL, BUT IT KEEPS
ME UP AT NIGHT.

rravm

LR RN ]

(EEEERNE R EEERN)

reww

raww

rraww

rrew

[IEEEERNE R EEE RN

reww

raww

LaliP
9 £ T
1 z
3 4
3 4 T
4 3
T 3 B
9 s
3 1
4|7 g
FXd
]

The wrard 5adakod, abave, 15 2ua Uy che ab-
brevinan al 5auiwa dakmshinm kenn,
TL&aANIMT "the dgXs MAE b SI0Jle “a1 "the
At are lImased 10 ane Qoo e
e @ dnanade

rraww

LR RN ]

(EEEERNE R EEERN)

rreww

T 2| o
1 6 |8 | T
b 1| 4

2 (3]s 1
g |z |7 5
2 |4 6

[EE RN

AND SHE'S S0
SMUG ABOUT IT:

JBUT TONIGHT T FINALLY/( |

GET MY REVENGE.l [AND AN ELLIPTICAL

SORRY, coulD YDU HEAR
US LAST NIGHTY OH, You

KNOW HOW IT GETS
|-J -
I -
|

BECAUSE NOW T HAVE
A LOUD GIRLFRIEND Too.

LOUD
</

'REFLECTOR DISH.

LEho.

h et bt hicd  comBLE!




14 E ::i ;E B GRAEME PORT sports@technewsiit.com TechNews | Tuesday, March 29, 2011

IT looking into making transition from NAIA to NCAA Dl

By Graeme Port
SPORTS EDITOR

Last week, President Anderson confirmed
that the school is currently looking into the
prospect of moving the universitys varsity
sports program from the NATA to the NCAA
DIII level. “We're thinking about it,” explained
Anderson, “but there are a lot of things that
have to fall into place, and the timing is totally
uncertain. If we decide to do it, it could take
many years before we are ready to make the
transition. Its certainly not something thats
going to happen in the near future.”

But what exactly does this mean?

The two main athletic associations for four-
year academic institutions in the United States
are the National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA) and the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NATA). The NCAA
is the larger association of the two and rep-
resents the bigger universities and colleges,
whilst the NAIA is the smaller association that
represents the smaller universities and colleges
in the nation. The divisions within the NCAA
are broken down purely by the size of the aca-
demic institution, not the standard of the ath-
letic teams; there is no demotion or promotion
within the divisions, as each is a separate entity.

The NCAA DI is the most prestigious level for
varsity athletics, due to the fact that the schools
have more resources - which, for the most part,
sees them attract the top athletes in the nation.
With the big four American sports - baseball,
basketball, football, and ice hockey - the level
of competition is at a significantly higher stan-
dard than at the DII, DITI, or NAIA level. How-
ever, outside these sports the level of competi-
tion between the divisions is far more even. To
take soccer as an example, many teams within
the NATA, and DII, regularly compete against
DI teams and defeat them.

'The only other major difference of note be-
tween the four separate levels of athletic com-
petition is the fact that the NCAA DIII - the
division that IIT is currently looking into join-

ing - is the only level that does not allow its
institutions to hand out athletic scholarships.
This is significant for two reasons. The first is
that talented athletes who are good enough to
attain athletic scholarships usually don’t con-
sider DIIT as a valid option, as they can attain
athletic scholarship money at the DI, DII, or
the NAIA level. The second is that athletic
departments within DIIT have far fewer inter-
national athletes, as they find it extremely dif-
ficult to attract internationals due to the fact
that they, again, can’t grant athletic scholar-
ships. Evidence of this can clearly be seen by
viewing the number of international athletes
within departments at the division III level. Of
the 22 division III schools in Illinois, the aver-
age number of international athletes is just 4;
IIT currently has 25. President Anderson ac-
knowledged this potential loss of international
athletes but stressed that other interests come
into play. “It could have a downside effect, I
guess,” he explained, “but we do need to look
at the benefits for our entire student body.”

So are there any other major problems with
making the move? The simple answer to this
question is yes. The most glaring negative is
that once a school announces its intention to
make the transition into the NCAA they can't
compete in any post-season competition for
a four year period. This means that freshman
athletes that joined the school in the first year
of the four-year transition would not be able
to compete in any post-season play during
their entire collegiate career. This, obviously,
would make it extremely difficult for the de-
partments’ coaches to attract athletes to the
school, which would severely lower the stan-
dards of the universities’ varsity sports teams.
Another negative would be that the school
would have to find a conference within the
NCAA DIII that would accept us. If the school
was not granted immediate acceptance into an
NCAA DIII conference, then we would have
to either operate as an independent, which is
expensive, or remain in the NAITA, where our
teams would have to compete without schol-
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arship athletes against universities that would
have a multitude.

Given this significant list of cons, what then
are the major benefits for students?

A major positive that President Anderson
feels would come from making the transition
is that the school would be competing against
like-minded institutions. “Were currently
playing schools in the NAIA that are not simi-
lar to us,” he explained. “There are between
250-300 NATA colleges and universities, and of
those, only 17 have an accredited engineering
college. We, of course, are a technical school
with an engineering college. So we're currently
competing against colleges and universities
that are not similar to us. I think the transi-
tion would give our athletes a chance to con-
nect with other athletes of a similar academic
background.” Another positive that the Presi-
dent feels would benefit the school is that the
university would be competing against schools
with similar high academic admission stan-
dards. “Our requirements for admission to
the university are more stringent than a lot of
the other NAIA schools,” he explained. “This
often puts us at a disadvantage, as we're look-
ing at a smaller group of applicants than the
schools that we are competing against.” A third
benefit that the president envisages is the op-
portunity to get students, along with the sports
department, more interested in varsity sports
by competing against similar academic insti-
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tutions. “The chance to build rivalries with
schools that are more academically similar to
us will hopefully see our students get into it
a little bit more,” he stressed. Other positives
for students that would come from making
the transition into DIII are that the university
would have to both increase its number of var-
sity sports teams, and improve the standard
of the schools athletic facilities; both of which
would see the need for considerable financial
investment.

So do the pros (competing against similar
institutions, competing against schools with
similar admission levels, building rivalries
with similar schools, increasing the number of
varsity teams, and improving athletic facilities)
outweigh the cons (lowering the standard of
the schools athletic teams, lowering the num-
ber of international athletes, going without
post season competition for four years, and
possibly being stuck in limbo as the school
waits for NCAA DIII acceptance)? President
Anderson feels that they do. “There are pros
and cons but [ think you can get over it,” he
explained. “I feel it would be a more enriching
experience for our student athletes, and for the
students who are not varsity athletes at ITT.”

Only time will tell, however, whether the
school decides to make the transition; and, if
they do, whether it proves to be successful or
not.

Ta1 Chi: the ultimate stress reducer

By Ashlie Ingold
STAFF WRITER

Tai Chi is a stress reducing martial art form focused on balanc-
ing Ying and Yang. The instructor, Paul Channic, has been fea-
tured in 65 Alive, a newspaper focused on senior citizens, in an
article describing how Tai Chi is not about causing pain to ben-
efit the body and mind - rather, it’s about listening to the body
and making its movements flow together. Earlier this week, I

asked Paul a few questions about his teachings:
How long have you been instructing Tai Chi?

I've been teaching full time for almost 7 years now. Before that I
was working a job in the ‘corporate world’ and teaching Tai Chi
part time as the schedule allowed. December of 2004 is when
I made the transition into being a full time Tai Chi instructor.

How long have you been instructing at II'T¢

If memory serves correctly I started in September of 2009.
What do you like about instructing Tai Chi here?

It is a pleasure to meet and interact with students of various
cultural backgrounds. The ones who have come to Tai Chi class
have been very open-minded and sincerely interested in find-
ing out what the Art of Tai Chi is, how it is practiced and the

benefits it offers.

What are the benefits of Tai Chiand how does it reduce stress?
Well, I'm not really all that good on *how” questions, but it seems
to me that because Tai Chi is a natural and effortless discipline
that helps people to enter a true state of relaxation, that when
the body really does relax it just tends to function better. Relax-
ation helps the whole system function more efficiently; men-
tally, physically and spiritually. Benefits can include, but are by
no means limited to, increased flexibility, better concentration,
lowered blood pressure, more restful sleep and just an overall

increase of confidence and well-being.
How did you get into Tai Chi?

The short answer would have to be by accident. The long an-
swer would be too lengthy for vour article. Suffice it to say that
the Universe gets us all where we need to be if we just keep

ourselves open, willing and flexible.
Do you teach outside of IIT and where?

This is my schedule from my website. Also, please feel free to
use any information, quotes, etc. that you may find there. http://
chantaichiwordpress.com/tai-chi-class-schedule/

Tai Chi is offered Mondays at 9 p.m. and Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

at Keating Athletic Center.

Photo courtesy of Melanie Koto
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Indoor and outdoor track and field

By Ashlie Ingold
STAFF WRITER

The IIT Indoor Track Team has just finished
up their season; TechNews had the chance to
hear some thoughts from a few of the mem-
bers on the team this season. Results from each
meet are posted on the Illinois Tech Athletics
website (www.illinoistechathletics.com).

What are your thoughts on the team’s in-

door season and predictions on the outdoor
season?
Emily Kraemer: I think that this year’s indoor
season has been a big success so far. I know
some of the girls have hit some PRs already
and I think that we will be strong competition
come outdoor season.

Jaqui Roche: Well, I've never run for a team
before, so it’s all pretty new to me. So far, I've
just been enjoying the ride. I will say that I'll
never forget my first race. Let’s just say it in-
volved a bit of blood and some wicked road
rash.

Natalie Mitrovic: As far as a whole team, it
is difficult for me to accurately talk about the
entire teams indoor season, specifically how
the runners competed. As a thrower myself,
am more aware of how other throwers are do-
ing. 'This indoor season, there have been many
additions to throwers: Roche, Arrash, Becca
Waterloo. It is always nice to see the throwing
family grow, so to speak. All three are new to
throwing and I have high hopes for them in the
outdoor season. Not many throwers competed
this past indoor season, but there were still
gains. Arrash gained experience in the ring.
Kraemer set a personal record with 8.00m in
shot put and I set my own personal record of
10.88m.

[ am very excited for the outdoor season to
begin. More throwers will compete, such as
Annie Hutches. Even if students haven't com-
peted in the indoor season, everyone has been
working hard and it will show in the outdoor
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season.
What do you feel is the most difficult part of
each season?

Kraemer: [ think the transition from cross
country workouts to track workouts is prob-
ably the most difficult part. I know person-
ally T have even more practices that I have to
make because not only am I running but I'll
be throwing and jumping as well. It’s all about
time management.

Roche: I've had some scheduling issues due
to early morning classes, work, and my eve-
ning practices for field. Luckily, coach loves me
and understands my issue, so I practice a lot
on my own. It can be hard to find time with
everything going on and I've made some time
management and motivation mistakes, but 'm
learning from them.

Mitrovic: I feel the most difficult part of the
indoor season is just getting back into the rou-
tine of things, setting time aside for practice
and balancing all my other obligations. Pre-
season and indoor season is physically more
demanding on me because the main focus is to
just get back in shape and gain strength.

As far as outdoor season, the most difficult
thing for me is the addition of throwing events.
During the indoor season, I only throw shot
put, but in the outdoor season I additionally
throw discus and javelin. Overall, 1 feel like
[ have less time to perfect all three throwing
techniques. Outdoor season is definitely more
of a mental game with me, especially at the end
of the season when there are only a few meets
left. I put that much more pressure on myself.

What do you enjoy about track and why do
you compete?

Kraemer: For me, running is like a release
from my day-to-day grind. I enjoy it so much
because it reminds me that [ am the one put-
ting in the miles and the work that it takes to
be a competitor. Running is something that no
one can take away from me, and being on the
team lets me put my work to the test. The girls

are also great. The dedication and work ethic
that they have helps get me out of bed in the
morning; [ don't want to let them down be-
cause I know they won't let me down,

Roche: Sweat. Blood. Endorphins. They all
appeal to me. I like watching my times get bet-
ter - feeling stronger, especially after a week
of feeling like a sack of potatoes bumping
along a country road. The name of the game
is improvement. There's also nothing like a hot
shower after a freezing cold Chicago lake run
to stay motivated - to keep running.

Mitrovic: I was a thrower and sprinter in high
school and was saddened when I realized that
[IT did not have a track team. It was something
[ really enjoyed in high school. Being on the
track club is an awesome experience; I enjoy
receiving an excellent education and still being
able to compete at meets. [ love the feeling of
being strong and in shape, which track defi-
nitely forces you to become.

[ always thought that track is not for the
weak-hearted. Whatever event someone may
do, it requires a lot of practice, discipline, pa-
tience, mental stability, and most of all, heart.
While competing can be nerve-wrecking,
making a personal record at a meet is one of
the best feelings. It solidifies all the hard work
that you have put in.

What are your personal goals this year?
Goals for the team?

Kraemer: This year I would like to hit the
times [ was getting at the end of my high
school career. I've been out for a while due to
injury and ROTC conflicts, but I am ready to
get back to where [ was. Next year it is my goal
to be really competitive in the heptathlon.

Roche: To stay motivated - to keep running.
Life can hit so hard sometimes, and running
will be the last thing on my mind. It’s finding
that reason to go out instead of listening to the
excuses about why I shouldn’t. As for the team,
[d say they all have the drive to succeed and get
better... so, I'd really say just to keep each other
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motivated and to push each other to get better.
Hopefully, next semester I will get a lot more
face time with them.

Mitrovic: For the outdoor season, I would like
to throw 12 meters in shot put, which I think
is very possible with my progression from last
year's outdoor season (9.88m) to this years
indoor season (10.88m). I would also like to
throw 35 meters for both discus and javelin. As
far as the team goes, [ hope my fellow throwers
succeed this season with their own personal
goals as well as the rest of the team (runners).

How to balance academics and athletics?

Kraemer: Academics and athletics are an
issue. We are here for school first and Coach
makes that clear. Studying - just do it, that’s re-
ally all it takes. Aslong as you actually sit down
and decide to do your work it’s easy. Studying
is a lot like running; the first step is getting out
the door. Once you do that you are set.

Roche: Oh gosh, its IIT. How do any of us
do it? Luck, adrenaline, pretending sleep isn't
necessary, help from friends, and my personal
favorite - naps!

Mitrovic: It can be a challenge sometimes to
balance academics and athletics. I work out 4
days a week, approximately an hour and a half
a day. There are days where I am too tired or
just don’t want to go to practice, but I realize
to live a healthy lifestyle, I would have to set
time aside anyways to work out. The benefit of
throwing is that it gives me goals, motivation,
and a drive to keep coming because I want
to succeed and do my best at the next meet.
[ see my practices as something I have to do
and manage my day accordingly to get all my
other obligations done. Ultimately though, I
am a student first and academics are a prior-
ity. Coach Neal is also very understanding of
students’ situation and allows us to take a short
leave if our studies are suffering.

The outdoor track season is set to begin April
2, with the first meet held at the University of
Chicago.
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