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‘Vagina Monologues’ arouse generosity

By Karl Rybaltowski
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

This past weekend, the Pritzker Club and
MTCC Ballroom hosted a play that spawned
an HBO production, a worldwide non-profit
movement, and plenty of controversy in the
United States and abroad.

Organized by members of IIT Feminists
United, the event raised money for Porchlight
Counseling Services, an organization that pro-
vides counseling and resources to victims of
sexual violence. With a strong turnout, the
event was regarded by the organizers as a big
SLLCCESS.

The Vagina Monologues started as a one-
woman play performed by Eve Ensler in New
York. What had started as a series of anecdotes
from acquaintances relating to sexuality and
sexual violence turned into a series of inter-
views with 200 women - the result being a
number of monologues that explore these is-
sues, powerful because of their grounding in
real events.

Though the play initially started as a cel-
ebration of female sexuality, it soon took on
a more serious tone and became part of the
V-Day movement, which opposes sexual
violence worldwide. While a portion of the
proceeds (10%) from each production of The
Vagina Monologues goes to the V-Day non-
profit itself, the rest is given to local rape and

sexual violence crisis centers for women. The
production itself has also expanded to touch
on transgender issuies.

The performance at II'T was organized by
members of IIT Feminists United, with FU
Secretary Vlada Gaisina (MMAE “11) direct-
ing. The members of the organization felt
more female-oriented performances were
lacking in the university. “I was... really influ-
enced by a performance at I[ITs Kent College
of Law in 2009. I had interviewed the director
in an attempt to promote it on Main Campus,
and [ was struck by how positive the entire ex-
perience was. | knew then that ITT was in des-
perate need of an event that is so empowering
and positive, and focuses so much on women.”
Meagan Sarratt (PSYC “11), President of FU,
agrees. “We, as a school, are so unaware of the
daily violence that women around the world
face, and I was hoping that this would be our
wake-up call”

Open auditions were held for the all-fe-
male cast on January 20 and 21, with students
from differennt colleges and even IIT staff get-
ting involved, for a variety of motivations. had
already had some experience with the V-Day
movement. “My mom saw Eve Ensler perform
the monologues a while back, and my older
sister was involved with V-Day activities on
her college campus,’ said performer Elaine Er-
win (ARCH °13). “So I thought T could carry
this sort of ‘legacy’ by getting involved with

FU’s production.” To Residence Hall Director
Jordan Alexander, it was a chance to stay in-
volved. “I love this show, had been a part of it
at the University of Vermont in 2007 and was
thrilled I did not miss my chance here at II'T”

The monologues themselves cover a broad
range of themes, and challenged the perform-
ers to interpret the very personal material on
their own terms. The monologue performed
by FU VP of Publicity Kunoor Ojha (PSYC
‘12) presented “Memory of her Face,” three
stories of women around the world (Baghdad,
Islamabad, and Ciudad Juarez) who were vic-
tims of sexual violence or mutilation. “It’s a sad
one, to say the least... so that’s what i tried to
get across in my performance. No shaking my
fist at sky in rage, no velling out about it, just
a sort of sad detachment.” Other monologues
were more affirmative and even humorous,
while no less enlightening, such as Jordan Al-
exanders “My Angry Vagina” “The character
[ play... is my strongest feminist voice on my
most passionate activist day. She allows me to
express my anger in a healthy, educational and
artistic way that resonates with other women
and encourages the feminist movement for-
ward.”

The monologues were also accompanied
by a raffle with sex-positive items as prizes and
the sale of chocolate hearts (due to a shipping
error, the standard chocolate vaginas didn't
make it to the event in time). Despite the mi-
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nor hiccups, however, the cast and organizers
were very pleased with the audience. “The
Pritzker Club was filled with laughs and great
feedback from the crowd; I think the dimmed
lighting in the audience with the spotlights
on the performers worked perfectly. Most of
the monologues got lots of claps, but there are
always those few monologues that speak the
truth yet quiet the crowd,” said performer Julie
Alkhovsky (PSYC “12).

There was an overwhelmingly positive re-
action from the audience, as well. “The turn-
out was phenomenal! Every seat was taken
on the first night! 'm usually really skepti-
cal about student interest but people really
responded! I would never have guessed how
much wed raise from it,;” Kunoor Ojha said.
One audience member was overheard saying
“People often talk about penis envy - I think
I'm feeling the opposite right now.”

There is already support for a repeat per-
formance of The Vagina Monologues next
year, and even making it an annual event.
Asked about the future, Vlada Gaisina said
“We've even talked about doing a performance
of ‘A Memory, A Monologue, A Rant and a
Prayer, which includes men, next year. ... We
want it to keep getting bigger!”

With the reaction The Vagina Monologues
received this past weekend, that’s not difficult
to envision

Photos by Jean-Emmanuel Guebey

Alternative
Spring Break
needs your help
(and money)!

By Rebecca Waterloo
A&E EDITOR

Its a month until spring break; for thirty
two II'T members, that means packing up and
taking off to sunny California where theyll be
building houses through Habitat for Humanity
for a week. In order to get out there, they need
vour help. Keep an eye out for the numerous
creative fundraisers for all crowds. Any dona-
tion gets them one step further to Oakland, so
keep reading to find out how you can help!

ASB Benefit Night @ The Bog

Thursday, February 17, 7 pm @ The Bog

Alternative Spring Break is organizing an
event in The Bog to help them get to Oakland,
California to build houses through Habitat
for Humanity. Theres lots going on, including
food, rafiles, rec center tournaments, a kissing
booth, karaoke bribes, and a “Date Auction”
at 9 pm, when you can bid on on some hot
ASBers to give you the love you deserve.

Some dates involve a walk to class, a cof-
fee date, or requests are welcome (G rated only,
folks). ASB gets The Bog the whole night, but

the fun will start around 7 pm. Bring your dol-
lars and coins, this is an opportunity you won't
want to miss.

Fundraiser Bowling Tournament for ASB

Saturday, February 19, 3 pm @ The Bog

Come down and bowl with some friends,
win some prizes, and help build homes for
people in need all at the same time! $5 per per-
son to enter. Prizes for highest score and more.
Register here:

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform
fformkey=dEJEVH VwWk5tcW ZxWUxhUjJ P
WKJWNOEsMQ

ASB Spaghetti Dinner

Sunday, February 27, 5:30 pm @ Delta Tau
Delta house

Come get a bottomless plate of spaghetti for
only $5. ASB members themselves will serve
you spaghetti until your button bursts from
your pants. $5 for a plate of spaghetti is a meal
you cant pass up!

ASB Night at Rocky’s

Thursday, March 3, 9 pm @ Rockys Bar &
Grill, 234 W, 31st

Head to Rockys for college night specials.
All tips given will be matched and donated to
ASB. After 10 pm, the event will be 21+.

Take On ASB

Saturday, March 5, 6 pm @ Keating Sports
Center

Compete against ASB teams through dif-
ferent sport competitions; basketball, soccer &
volleyball. $5 per person buy in, winning team
gets a prize at the end. Registration will soon
be up, but email asb.iit@gmail.com for now
with your preferred sport or register as a team
to take on ASB!

Supporters can also donate directly toalink.
(https://payment.iit.edu/item.php?item=464)

Find ASB on Facebook to hear more what
they’re up to! (http://www.facebook com/II-
TASB2011)
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SEXTECH EDITOR

Submit your question through

technewsiit.com/ask-sextech

: Hi. So, I’ve been dating the same
any for a year now, and it’s definitely
» serious. We're doing super well, except for
. one thing: lately he’s been bringing up mar-
» riage seriously and repeatedly, but no way!
« We're still undergrads, and while I don’t see
- myself never getting married, it sure isn’t
* going to happen anytime soon! I guess my
» question then is: how do I take the idea off
. the table for now, without hurting his feel-
* ings or our relationship?

« A: That’s definitely tough. I think you just
- have to go into it knowing that if his mind
» is really that made up about marriage, noth-
. ing you say is going to change it. That doesm’t
. mean theres no point in having a conversa-
* tion though! The most important thing to
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remember is to not take an accusatory tone
when you're talking to him about this. Frame
your concerns in statements about how mar-
riage isnt out of the question forever, and
how you love him, and you dont want this
to be a dealbreaker for you two. This doesnt
mean you shouldnt be firm about your be-
liefs though. Don't be scared to tell him that
you can't imagine getting married for at least
another (however many years you want to
wait), and that it simply isn’t up for discus-
sion. Then tell him why. Tell him you want
to make sure you have a career first, and that
you want to live in the real world before you
even begin to think about marriage, or what-
ever it is that has driven you to decide to wait
on marriage. If he loves you, he’ll understand.
Just be prepared for marriage to be as non-
negotiable for him as it is for you, but then
I suppose it would be better to know now
rather than later. Good luck!

: I recently started dating a girl from

the same friend circle, but it just ended
- big and badly. She’s apparently dialing up
the drama, and trying to make people take
sides. How do I navigate this situation with-
out tearing all of our shared friends apart?
And also, is there anyway I can salvage a
friendship with my ex? We used to be super
close even before we started dating.

TechNews | Tuesday, February 15,2011

A: Honestly? The only chance you have at
mediating this is by talking to your ex. Try
and

get her to meet you face to face so that you
can discuss how to deal with the mutual
friends issue. First and foremost, you should
try and understand why shes reacting the
way she is. Tell her that you feel like she’s try-
ing to make your shared friends take sides,
and how it makes you upset. You wont be
able to get her to change until you know
what’s driving her behavior (and remember,
what you see as her dialing up the drama,
that might just be how she actually perceives
the situation). From there, you should of
course discuss different options to keep your
friends out of it. Perhaps you can propose not
talking about the situation with the friends
that you share? Either way, feelings have been
hurt, and if’s going to be tough to be on the
same page with things like this, so just work
on making her feel that its as much in her
interest to keep your friends neutral as it is
yours.

As to the topic of remaining friends, I just
say time. Dont burn any bridges while you're
broken up, and I'm sure that you'll eventu-
ally be able to be friendly, if not good friends,
again. Time really does heal most relationship
wounds, so you're just going to have to wait,
and if her friendship is worth it, you will.
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OPINION

Valentine's Day |What's your angle?

An ethical discussion on current topics

endorses deceit

By Ryan Kamphuis
CAMPUS EDITOR
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Hlustration by Adin Goings

I'm not really sure why I loathe Valentine’s
Day so much. Maybe it’s due to the repressed
memories of my years in elementary school,
where I was always the one kid that had fewer
Valentines than everyone else in the class -
even though it was required that every student
bring a Valentine for everyone. It could be due
to my years as an awkward teenager, where
every girl I ever asked on a first date said no,
and then started dating someone else within
the following two weeks. Or it could just be
because of the fact that Valentines Day is the
one day of the year, where I'm reminded of my
failures when it comes to getting into a rela-
tionship by seeing thousands of happy couples
out and about.

But when I really think about it, none of
these things really contribute to my disgust
with Valentines Day. Which is a real shame,
because all the tales of my spurned attempts
at love would really contribute to the whole
“heartless cynic” personality I'm trying to de-
velop.

When I truly think about why I despise
Valentines Day, one reason shines clear: Val-
entines Day is in no way, shape, or form
about love. The powers that be have changed
Valentine’s Day from a day of love to a day of
commercialism. On Valentines Day, “love”
is something that can be bought, sold, and
marked down. The marketing minds behind
this scheme have ingrained in the public per-
ception the idea that there is no way you can
love someone without buying them something
on Valentines Day. All one has to do to see this
is look in the spam folder of his or her email

mation was left out:
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account. In that folder, you will see how the
only way to show someone you love them
on Valentine’s Day is by taking that special
someone out to dinner, or buying them
clothes, a laptop, an iPod, or off-brand Vi-
agra. For 364 days of the year, we ignore the
spam we are sent, so why do we do every-
thing it tells us on Valentine’s Day?

There's one other reason [ have such an-
imosity for Valentine’s Day, and thats the
very purpose of the holiday. The purpose
of Valentines Day is to show that special
someone that we love them. But why do we
need a holiday for that? Shouldn’t we be do-
ing that every day that we spend with our
significant other? Call me old-fashioned,
but love is not something that can even
begin to be expressed with money or pos-
sessions. Love is a deep thing. Love is be-
ing there for someone always, through the
good and bad. Love is caring for someone.
Love is helping someone. Love is sacrifice.
Love is 24/7. Not one day in February.

Valentines Day is merely a representa-
tion of what love has become in our soci-
ety. In pop culture, love is merely an object.
Music tells us that it can be bought. Reality
TV shows turn love into a game. If we want
to make love mean something in modern
society again, Valentines Day gives us a
good point to start.

We can stop celebrating Valentines Day,
and instead show our love every day of our
life. And that would provide the first steps
necessary to take the concept of love back
from the corporations.

By Annie Hutches & Phil Theisen
TECHNEWS WRITERS

“So, Marcus, have you ever bought any-
thing from Nike?”

“Hmm, [ believe so. Probably a pair of
shoes, shirts... stuff like that. Why?”

“Well, T just heard an interesting story
about how some of Nikes soccer balls are
made in sweatshops
over in Pakistan. Ap-
parently, the work-
ing conditions there
are terrible, and the
workers, children
included, are treated
poorly, just so the
company can bring
the cost down. It seems like it’s a cruel way to
make money.”

“Maybe, but dont you like to buy cheap
things?”

“Yeah..”

“Well, these sweatshops will make products
cheaper for you. If they are paying less money
to their workers, then they can lower the prices
of their products. A lot of poor consumers
benefit from this.”

“But what about all the Americans being

This week:
sweatshops and savings

put out of work just so the company doesn’t
have to pay employees a decent salary? Or
how about other businesses that don’t invest
in sweatshops? They are doing the right thing
but have to compete with these business’ cheap
prices.”

“Yes, I agree, but you have to also think
about this from the perspective of the kids in
the sweatshops. These kids live in third-world
countries, and they are being given the op-
portunity to make
money. Working in
sweatshops is a much
better life for them
and will probably
help them in many
ways. Many alterna-
tives are things like
unpaid labor jobs,
subsistent farming, picking through trash,
unemployment, and it can keep them off the
streets, which are not always safe.”

“Safe?! Sweatshops are not exactly the safest
place either, you know. There are a lot of health
and environmental issues with those places.”

Whats your angle? Send your thoughts to
peds.iit@gmail.com.

Marriage 1s for love & profit

By Ed Scanlon
TECHNEWS WRITER

Such an odd title. One might think that I
am attempting to suggest that marriage can be
used as a scam (which it can), but I insist that
this is not my intention.

What am I talking about?

The thing I'm talking about is gay marriage.
[t has been a complicated issue in America in
recent times. America has a tendency to opress
people, and then stop, and then move on to the
next human rights violation, and fix it. With
any luck, eventually people will be free in the
land of the free.

Until then, we have to have debates be-
tween people who want freedom, and people
who won't give it to them. For some reason, it
is acceptable to tell someone they cant have
something that you have because theyre dif-
ferent from you. We did it to the blacks, the
[rish, the everyone else.

Every time a group of people points out
that they’re not being treated equally, theres al-
ways some other group ready to point out that
they don't deserve equality because of [insert
reason here|. The GLBT crowd is no different.

Why can’t gays marry?

Naturally, if there are people saying that
something should not be allowed, the only way
they’ll be taken seriously is if they can provide
a reason. Without reason, after all, the logic
never flows to conclusion. Let’s see how many
reasons I can remember.

- Being gay is a choice, so gay marriage isn’t
necessary.

- God doesn't like gays, and since it’s not PC
to hate them, I'll just hate the idea that they
could get married.

- Marriage is between a man and a woman.

- Marriage is sacred.

- Gay marriage undermines the institution
of marriage.

Exploring the reasoning

In all logical pursuits, when presented with
reasons, the next step to legitimizing them
is determining why they work (or why they
don't). So let’s explore.

First up, “being gay is a choice, so gay mar-
riage isn't necessary.” This one is scientific. Ei-
ther it is [true], or it isn't, and we can deter-
mine which using science.

So what does the science say? Psychology
and biology experts are in agreement that ho-
mosexuality exists from birth, or at least from
a very early age. Of course there are plenty of
scientists with degrees from [insert not re-

ally accredited religious college here] who are
quite capable of denying this. They’re the same
people who can deny global warming while
watching it happen. In other words, this debate
is decided. It isn’t a choice.

Next on the list was the “God hates gays”
argument. We can treat “marriage is sacred”
and “marriage is between a man and a woman”
in the same breath. See, these things are all reli-
gious arguments. With that, I'll pause. This one
can come later.

The last one remaining is the “gay marriage
undermines the institution of marriage” argu-
ment. The question that inevitably follows is ...
how? This is normally the part where I explain
the argument and then get snarky, but I can't.

[ don’t get it either. Marriages are indepen-
dent units. No one marriage has a direct causal
effect on another simply by virtue of the sex of
the participants.

Religion

[t was inevitable. And you knew it was
when I said “this one can come later.” See, as
[ mentioned, these arguments come from re-
ligion. But when we talk about the law and
gay marriage, we talk about the good old USA
and how it works. When we talk about how it
works, we talk about the Constitution. “But the
constitution doesn’t talk about marriage”, you
say. Correct.

“Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or preventing
the free exercise thereof” The good old first
amendment. For those who don’t speak 1700
English, “no law respecting an establishment
of religion” means that we can't have laws en-
forcing religious values in and of themselves.

We can illegalize murder because that has
logical reasoning behind it. But when the
only reasoning is religious, it violates the first
amendment. Since the only reasoning that
can't be disproven is religious, the only argu-
ments that can stand against gay marriage are
also religious.

Conclusion

The conclusion here is as short as it is ob-
vious. Because we can't illegalize something
purely on religious grounds, and the only
grounds are religious, we can't ban gay mar-
riage.

And that doesn’t even consider the religions
in which homosexuality is not taboo, which
will be infringed upon by the others. The oth-
ers just happen to be more popular. And we all
know that the best societies are based on popu-
larity contests, right?

Syndicated from www.blog.over-yonder.com










































