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A blizzard 1n the city that works

By Ryan Kamphuis
CAMPUS EDITOR

It came. It saw. It conquered. After days of
warning, the great blizzard of 2011 hit Chi-
cago. Dumping over 20 inches of snow on the
ground, the blizzard brought the city to a halt
and shut down almost everything. Wednesday
after the snow stopped, the city looked like a
ghost town, populated only by those who were
willing to brave the snow to see the aftermath.
Lake Shore Drive was filled with abandoned
cars and buses. People skied down the middle
of State Street. Chicago Public Schools were
empty.

IIT ran into just as many issues as the city of
Chicago did. Initially shutting down from 4:00
p.m. Tuesday, February 1 to 3:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, February 2, IIT eventually canceled all
classes on Wednesday. Students awoke to a
campus totally covered by snow on Wednes-
day. Academic buildings and the MTCC were
snowed in and had to be dug out in order to
be entered. Roads could not be seen, the Quad
was covered in 5-foot snow drifts, and the
wind coming in off Lake Michigan created
wind chills below zero degrees Fahrenheit.

The blizzard canceled many events that
were planned for Tuesday and Wednesday, in-
cluding a chemistry colloquium, a psychology
presentation, the Black History Month kickoff
event, and many meetings. Even with all the
cancellations, IIT students still made the best
of the horrendous conditions. Snow forts be-
came commonplace on the quad, and many
snowball fights were had.

In what many students felt was a controver-
sial decision, IIT decided to restart classes on
Thursday, February 4. Many were angered by
this decision since the Chicago Public Schools
and many other schools decided to stay closed
on Thursday.

Despite this fact, II'T was ready for the re-
turn of students on Thursday. Facilities had
spent all of Wednesday plowing and salting the
sidewalks and paths west of State Street in or-
der for students to move between classes. The
conditions east of State Street were another
story, however. Paths had formed between the
dorms and the MTCC, but only because they
had been packed down by the repeated travels
of students.

Many of the entrances to most of IIT?s
buildings were closed off on Thursday. This
was either because snow hadn't been cleared
from the front of the door or, in the case of the
MTCC rotating door, all the snow and wind
broke it.

While IITSs sidewalks and paths were
cleared on Thursday, the same couldn? be said
for the roads crossing ITTs campus. While the
city of Chicago did begin to plow the roads on
campus, they werent fully cleared on Thurs-
day. State Street was down to one lane through
campus, and snow still covered the median,
making it tough to cross on foot.

If one thing was learned from the blizzard
of 2011, it was that Chicago truly is the city that
works. While cities like New York and Phila-
delphia were crippled for days by blizzards in
late 2010, Chicago got just as much snow and
was back on its feet in less than one day. By
late Thursday, flights were heading out of both
Midway and O’Hare. Roads were cleared, and
businesses were open. Life was back to normal.

{Photos by Ryan Kamphuis and Chris Roberts)
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: One of my close friends is dating a girl some years younger than he is. She comes off

as a nice and grounded person, but is still immature about dealing with some social
situations. She is likely to misinterpret anything said about her by other people as nega-
tive and offensive and reportedly flew off the handle at their mutual acquaintance when
an issue came up, instead of approaching her in a civil manner. I’ve observed them happy
together, but I’ve also seen that he’s changed his behavior and habits, because she can eas-
ily get jealous. I met her a few times, and she never personally offended me. However, I've
known him longer than she has, and I don’t think that relationship is going anywhere.
Should I approach him about this and if yes, how?
A: As tough as this might be, the best approach to this situation is to simply be patient and
supportive. If the relationship is going nowhere, then it will run its natural course and eventu-
ally you wor't have to worry about her anymore. If you bring it up with your friend, you risk
damaging your relationship with him. His instinct might be to defend her, and he might get
upset. If she hasn't offended you, it would unwise to bring it up, as your friend might consider
this to be crossing the line. If hes happy, then it is your duty as his friend to be happy for him
too. Time will tell whether you're right or wrong about her, but in either case, holding your
tongue will protect your friendship, and in the end, it’s up to your friend to date whoever he
chooses. Good luck!
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On objectivity

By Timothy Smith
TE CHMEWS WRITER

Wone! When worl dviews collide! [ wrote an
artide a cnple of weeks ago, trving to add to
the conver sation regar ding how our worldview
affects everything we do. The response wasin-
teresting and nstrudive. Fra, [would like to
nots that ad hamminem sttades provide no use-
ful bads for discussion. but only enflame or
artagonize. Second I would offer thet objec
tivity is often minm derstood and misused in a
dalague about warldviews.

The first point needs no dsousdon ad the
second provides the basis for this artide. Ch-
jectivity is offien used as a blunt beating tool
that is ntended as the ultimate end game so-
lution for subduing the adversary in Tational
wers1s relimons” conwer sations, where the “re-
ligious” adherent appears intractable in his or
her views.

This is a rmch misused tactic and should
be abandone d in prindple. The primaryreason
for this is, of course that the person wislding
the Objectivity Tool is not being objective,
even as they attempt to fores another person
to be “obective” by whidy they are achially
atternpting to foree the other person to adopt
their own warldview). The person atternpts
touse the Objectivity Tool with language like
“Everyane should aitically examine their awn
wirldview and see howw it corresponds to real-
ity" ar “Cne should tdk to peaple with ather
wiorldviews in arder to gain a broader perspec
tive ! The implication here is that the suthor of
this staterment is the rational obje dive
one, with & dear view of reality. In
fad, they are making statements,
which are not thermselves ohjec
tively true but are based on the
arthor's worl dview. This is because
they either do not understand the natire
of reality or worse, are deliber ately obdus-
cating it in an atterpt to browhbeat m-
other ndividud nte sibird ssion.

Asto the nature of reality one moust
neessarily start with a presupposition-
al approach. Begardless of ane's ap-
proach toreality one's expresdon of
reality is grounded in a warldview
by which the data is mterpreted
The interpretation process 1s where
objectivity turns to mbjedivity It
operates like a lens. The objedtive
fad is wiewed through ones world-
wiewr [the lens) and often takes on the

shape of the viewer's sibje dive perspediwe.

For example one might condder the
objective fact of radicisctope data acowmma-
lated awver the years by reputable sdentific
agencles and sdentists. The objective fact 1s
that deep earth damonds contain meanme-
able amounts of the radicisotope Carbon
14, bt its dgnificme may be deliberately
understated by the sdentific cormmumity in
general, becatse of its “spparent” ancmalos
nature. Ancther objedive fad is the halflife
of Carbon 14 - approsirmately 5730 pears,
The existence of sich data would generally
suggest that the deep earth diamonds were
formed less than many thousads of wears
agn, wet such concudons are dedared in-
valid against the “mpremable” wall of “sd-
ence” md “rationality” The challenge that we
face is that many such objective facts exist
and are commmondy ignored or wnderstated
dus to a prevaling and controlling ailture,
which demands adherenee to m intolerant
and unsustainable s dentifid” but unexplain -
able worldview; called evolution. By the way
howe did we ever get something fromnothing
ArTFYE

The point [ am trying tomake here is that
we all view the world throngh the "lens™ of
or warldview: and none of us can claim to
be truly objective. In fact, those who daim
objectivity are most likelyto lade it This does
not memn we should abandon all rational
discussion, based on objedive fad. Rather,
we should recognize o lads of objedivity
in interpretati on and ask the question, “Dioes

my worl dview comport rationally
with obje dive fadt”

S1c]
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Defining relativism

By Hannah Rosenthal
TECHME WS WRITER

My sorority sister walled into the ktdh-
en. a5 | rinsed my bowl and spoon. “Good
morning, | moaffled. a little groggier than
antidpated dusto the morning dormancy of
oy vocal chords. She did not hear me. as she
wallked casually out of the room. Were my
wards spoken? Sound waves left my mouath,
entered my own exrs and conveyed mean-
ing that my siser did not adinowledge. The
presence of the soumd waves couldnot be ne-
gated, regardless of the fact that oy siser did
not respond tothem

Oftentiree s, people view tnthin the same
manner. We derive our own truth based on
individual or sodetal preferences. Like my
sigter did, we ignore or are siroply unaware
of reality. We attermpt to dwell within a real-
ity we rmake, or one that our adlture males
for us. Faling to admowledge truth leads us
to consider right and wrong to be subje ctive
terms. based on individual or sodstal pref-
erences. This is known as relativistic think-
ing. This type of thinking transforms moral
claims, like “murder is wrong’ into a matter
of personal preference.

Ifs important to distinguish moral judg-
ments from personal preferences. Choosing a
favarite type of ice @eamis apersonal prefer-
ence, whidh can often be influenced by one's
culture. Choosing to prosearte a man for
roarder is based on the trith-daim that ror-
deris wrong. To say "o -
der is wrong”
because

that's

8.

howe the United States culture views mrder is
an exarmple of relativisticthinking,

According to Scott Elusendorf there are
three different types of relaivism. “Sodsty
doed” relativism is the belief that different
views within a culture are all acceptable. “5od-
ety says’ relativismmmeans that right and wrong
are determined by a odture. T say” relativian
15 the belief that right and wrong resde with
the indivi dual

The s types of rel sivistic thinking are self
defeating. To accept all beliefs within a culture
may lead to acepting two contradi doryideas.
For exarmple, “sodety doesd” relativists may be-
liewe that it 15 wr ong to abort a child Yet when
their neighbor has an shortion, they deny the
legitimacy of their owm belief md daim that
their nei ghbor's adions were acoeptable.

To say that my adture tells me right from
wrong suggess that people like Rew Martin
Luther King Jr. and Gandhi were evil, dnc
their idsas opposed the ailture of their time.
“Sodety says relativism has the power to
wreds havoc like Hitlers regime did in Maz
GeTrnaty.

To say that [ decide for royself what is right
and wrong suggests that every man and wormn-
an should establish their own mora cods and
that we are therefore mcapable of judging the
adions of others But what if the man steal-
Ing your purse was an 1 say relativist and
inforrmed you that he did not think the action
was wrang? To what standard could you hald
hivn, if ewery man md woman establishes their
owr standar d for just behavior?

Bel ativists dairn neutrality but inevitably
male moral judmments. Begardless of reli-
gious affilistion, I diallenge you to analys
the way you think about trith Do youiden-
tify with one of the three types of relativistic
thinking? Do vou find relativian to be self-

defeating? Cusstions aich as these point me
to truth: obective, knowabls and ordaned by
the God of the Bible. Like soumnd wawves reso-
nating in the ltden, truth exists whether o
nct we ackmowledge or respond to it

“Your Horo r my cliert pleads not gnilty by rea-
sorLof cultural relativiam.”

Cartoonby Rex F May ala Baloo
Cowrte sy cartoonstock, corn

Vedic Vision Society:
Come rediscover the spiritual you

By Utsav Gandhi
CAMPUS EDITOR

Arnong the many on-campus student orga-
i zations that fir st canght my eve when Tjoined
[T last semester, the Yedic Vision Sodety has
since then, never faled toenlighten me. We've
had discussions sbott matters that I domt
generally give radh thought to canght up as
[ am in all my math and engineering dasses.
Its that ane hour of freedom ever v ek, if 1
may say so. that reconmects me with my in-
net spirituality and provides me a perspective
to ses mysell and the world aroumd me. Ilook
forward to every weel, becanse these sessions
get e questioning a lot that I believe in and
assurne dbot the world around me. The deli-
dous ndian hndh is also a great pull, [ noast
say — palodas, chole and pulav (to those who
are unaware what those words mem, corme
and find out!) The ledures are fadlitated by
His Grace Mityananda Pran Das (Prablogi’ as
he is fondly cdled), whois a practidng spiri-
tualist since 2003 on the IIT Campus and who
has eatlier worked as a marketing profesd onal
in the retal industry for over 10 vears. The
weekly sesdons of the Vedic Vision Sodety
propagate the prindples of the Vedas (Sanskrit
for ‘knowledge these are mdent sacmed texts
of b owle dge) and help students exerdse prac-
tical spirituality

This serrester, the Sodetyhas the following

le dures planne d till the start of Spring Breal:
“Drientation to Vedic Studies” free certi-

fication course lsdure seties starting Feb 4th
The course will proceed as follows:

Week 1. Infroduction to Toga 4 FER
Week 2. Karma Theary 11 FEB
Week 3. Religion ws Spiftudity 128 FEB
Week 4. Faith vs Beason 25 FER
Week 5. Fradica Spiritudity 4 MAE

They are held in Wishnick Hall Boom
119 on Fridays from 12.40 PAM onwards and
hindy following irmte diately. Fou can be-
aore 4 mretnber by simply attending one of
their weelkly le dures or any of their events ar
emnail vedicis@iitedu I is shsolutely free
with no membership fee. For more informa-
ton

About the sodety, vidt http:/fryp ages iit.
edu/evedi ovisiin dex htrn

About the Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita,
visit e ve dabase net

Hope to see vou all somn... come and
vou'll be surprised at how much this maees
wou think!

Update! The Sodety has also received
approval md himding for e getarian Cook-
ing Classes’ to be held on campus probably
the Gunsaius Hall for this ssmester. Feep
vour eve ot for flers md posters on what
[ believe 15 a rmudi-needed and very helptul

series of sorme serious cooking cdasses!

Campaign: </ end hate>
An interfaith community service initiative

By Mohini Lal
TE CHHEWS WRITER.

When [ was about eight wears ald, I re-
alized that people lookesd at e in a srange
way, Sorre people would even o oss the sreet
to awoid me. Mow Um oonly 5727 (not exadly
intirmidating), so this strude me as srange,
My parents already kmew why though: these
people were scared of me becanse they
thoyght T weas hlusli,

This bothered me for a couple of reasons.
First, I'm not dusdim- I'm Hindu Second
it was unfair for evervone. [ irmmediately
thought of how hurtful it most be to feel
that everyone had judged wou before you
had even spoken. Its auly now I know the
other side of the problenn how temifving it
mast be to go through life o owing nothing
about sormeone but fearing him or her all the
same. Mo one should be made to feel like he
of she is an outsider to the corurmmity to

the dty or even to the cnmiry: but no one
should fear the peaple with whaom they drive

to work, fly arross the world, or siraply walle
dowmn the strest.

[ believe in this campagn becavse [ want
to beliewe that [ am not the only one who fesls
that they should hawe more freedom and that
things should be better. [ need to believe that
good people are out there, and in the short
time ve spent talldng to people on campus
and in Chicago so far, they'wve already proven
that tome.

All the meetings will be in Shimer Collage’s
Cinderella Lounges o 3424 South State 5t It is
important that wou come to see what vou and
your conmmmity can do. It is just asimportant
that vou malke sure your volee gets heard on
carnpils matters like these.

Mohind L and Thsav Gandli are Corormn-
nity Ambassadors for the One Chicaga One
Maion 2011 Canpus Track - Mlinois Istitute
of Tedmealogy & Shimer College. Cur cam-
paigrnis dl about Better Together - Inter Faith
co-operation and dialegue to SPEAE OUT
about the importance of religious tolerance,
MOBILIZE peers to partidpate in action ot a

THIS SPACE IS ENMPTY AND WE’RE

BLAMING YOU.
WRITE FORTECHNEWS. ERASE THE GUILT.











































