OPINION

Can men and women really

be friends?
Pg.3

CAMPUS

Get the info on FAFSA filing
-don’t be left out in the cold.

SPORTS

Cricket Club is gearing up
for a big semester.
Pg-11

Student newspaper of Illinois Institute of Technology since 1928

Mies van der Roast
unveiled at Global Grounds

By Karl Rybaltowski
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Walking around campus, it’s easy to see the
physical impact some [PROs have had on the
surroundings. Whether it’s the Green Line tube
above the MTCC or the statue displaying steel
structural connections outside the Engineer-
ing 1 building, some IPRO groups have made
a lasting mark on II'T. Now IPRO 333 (Build-
ing Sustainable Communities through Coffee),
in conjunction with Crop to Cup and Global
Grounds, has made its own contribution to
this tradition. With Mies van der Roast, an ex-
clusive coffee blend from Crop to Cup, IPRO
333 will do much more than bring more varied
coffee options to IIT - theyre helping fund fu-
ture work for the IPRO and the Ugandan farm-
ers it works with.

The TPRO team has been busy - they're
fresh off of a trip to the village of Gibuzaale
in southwestern Uganda, undertaken to sur-
vey the site of a proposed community coffee
storage facility (called a banda) that will be
built using locally available materials so as to
minimize the cost while ensuring quality. The
team will be returning to Uganda in June to
help with the actual construction process, and
that’s part of the reason they came out in force
on Thursday afternoon, unveiling a new cofiee
blend called Mies van der Roast.

The coffee is more than just a new option at
Global Grounds - its also the culmination of
the core philosophy of Crop to Cup, the spon-
sor of IPRO 333. “We import coffee, but our

fundamental belief is that people respond well
to humanity; with the coffee we really drive
that home,” says Jakob Elster, co-founder of
Crop to Cup and one of the IPRO’ advisors.
“On each of our bags, we put the origin of the
coffee - theres a map of the region it comes
from, some background on the farmer, and all
the other aspects that go into the coffee - even
how many tattoos they have.” The complexities
involved in organizing not just the distribution
of the coffee at IIT, but also the construction
project in Gibuzaale, seemed a natural fit for
the TPRO program, and Elster was quick to
take advantage. “[The project] became much
more inferdisciplinary and cross-cultural -
certainly, dealing with all the issues has been
less straightforward than it initially seemed.
The TPRO’s given us all that depth thanks to
the students’ work.”

Arranging the sale of Mies van der Roast
at Global Grounds proved to be a formidable
task. IIT has agreements and contracts with
Sodexo, Global Grounds, and a number of
vendors, and negotiating these in a manner
that gave Crop to Cup the opportunity to sell a
coffee blend without upsetting existing agree-
ments required a great deal of time and effort.
Asked about the groundwork that culminated
in this unveiling, Elster said “It took a lot of
time just to get enough interest from everyone,
and have that interest culminate and get com-
municated between the different actors. You
can imagine it was a pretty complex situation.”
He acknowledged that Jennifer Keplinger, Di-
rector of Academic Services, was instrumental

in moving the process along, including facili-
tating much of the communication between all
involved. “She has been an amazing advocate
in making sure that the meetings happened
and the people had all the facts.”

Every bag of coffee bought provides direct
support to the Ugandan farmers whose prod-
uct students enjoy - the coffee is bought from
the farmers directly to ensure this. In addition,
part of the proceeds will benefit the [IPRO di-
rectly in preparing for a return trip to Uganda
when they’ll be helping make the coffee banda
a reality for the people of Gibuzaale. In short,
every purchase not only forges a bond between
consumer and producer by proudly displaying
where (and who) it came from,; it also helps
further the cause of one of the more ambitious
and far-reaching IPROs in the entire program.

Mies van der Roast is available at Global
Grounds. The coffee blend is brewed fresh at
Global Grounds. For those who wish fo make it
at home, the coffee can be purchased milled in
two sizes, priced at $9 or $19. For every pound
of coffee sold, IPRO 333 receives $2 foward the
fravel costs for their trip. In addition, the farm-
ers who supply the coffee receive a 20% premium
on all coffee Crop to Cup purchases, as well as
receiving 10% of all profifs made from final cof-
fee sales in addition fo other reinvestment inifia-
tives by the company.

(Photos by Jean-Emmanuel Guebey)
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What's your angle?

An ethical discussion on current topics

By Annie Hutches & Phil Theisen
TECHNEWS WRITERS

“Hey, Nancy, did you hear about that new
resolution passed by City Council?”

“No. I haven't, Pete. What is it exactly?”

“Well, the resolution is supposed to prevent
the federal government from deporting im-
migrants who have relatives that are current-
ly citizens or are in the process of becoming
citizens. This is helping immigrants, who have
come over to the United States, stay with their
families.”

“Well, Pete, | do not agree entirely with this
decision. Regardless of what citizenship your
family has, immigration is a problem. If immi-
grants come over and have relatives over here,
it is simply giving them an excuse to immigrate
and giving the authorities an excuse to not take
action. This will lead to a large increase in our
countrys population and a shortage in our re-
sources. They do not pay taxes and therefore,
they are depriving us of our food, health care,
jobs, and education.”

ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL
IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.

%

8" SUB SANDWICHES

All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full B inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese | can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#| PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese

garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN®

Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,

tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO®

The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian

vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN &

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber,
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not

for vegetarians only

J.J.B.LT.®

Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama’s BLT)

peace dude!)

% SIDES *

Sota Pop

Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle
Extra load of meat

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

Hot Peppers

FREEBIES (sues & cLues ony)

Dnion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

“I see your point, but in many cases, these
immigrants take the low paid jobs that most
Americans don’t want. Also, if they were legal-
ized and started paying taxes, it would create
more resources for our country. As for educa-
tion, if we send back those that were educated
here, they take the knowledge given to them
and return to their homeland and improve the
well being of that country. Why not allow all
that talent to stay here? Further, I think the
amount of resources poured into border con-
trol now could be used in many better ways to
improve the lives of the people here.”

“But what about the effect they have on our
American society?”

“What about it?”

“Immigrants fail to incorporate themselves
into our society. They replace the local culture
with their own culture and some refuse to
learn our language. The United States is sup-
posed to be the Great Melting Pot, but this is
being changed, because they segregate them-
selves into their own communities.”

“Is the United States not the land of op-
portunity? We are supposed to be improving

LMY J OHN,

“’Olu.n £5%
§ GREAT
OURMET 5xNDWICEE £S

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

PLAIN SLIMS®

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

SLIM 1 Ham & cheese

SLIM 2 RoastBeef

SLIM 3 Tuna salad

SLIM 4 Turkey breast

SLIM 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
SLIM & Double provolone

the security, health, and happiness for all man-
kind. Besides, many separate communities like
that exist in the first place out of a necessity to
survive because they don't have the opportuni-
ties to blend into the culture. ”

“Sure, thats true in many cases, but by al-
lowing others to immigrate over here it also
gives criminals like terrorists and drug dealers
an opportunity. Does this not scare you?”

“Of course it does. I agree with you that
that’s something we should protect ourselves
from. At the same time, we should be fighting
against the drug use here to decrease the de-
mand.”

PEDS is the Professional Ethics Dialogues
Society, created last semester. Many issues in the
world don’t have a single right answer, and the
main objective of PEDS is fo gef people fo think
of these issues from different viewpoints. The or-
ganization will publish a weekly article that will
show at least two sides fo an argument, working
hard to make the argument as equal as possible.

Whats your angle? Send your thoughts fo
peds.itt@gmail.com

OK, SO MY SUBS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND
WE'RE NOT FREENCH EITHEE. MY SUES JUST TASTE
A LITTLE BETTER, THATS ALL! | WANTED TO
CALL T WMMY JOHN'S TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STHCK WITH GOURMET.
SHE TINNKS WHATEVER & DO § GOURMET BUT
i DON'T THIRK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT T
MEANS. 50 LETS STHCK WITH TASTY!

iy Spbw.

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES

My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB

A full1/74 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®

Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,

onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.

Low Garb Lettuce Wrap

YUTUNWICH

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

JIMMY TO GO’
CATERING

BOX LUNCRES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

DELIVERY DRDERS will include a delivery
charge of 25¢ per ftem (+/-10¢).

(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER'S CLUB®

A full1/74 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Freshsliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB® (B

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo! (It’s the real deal, and it ain’t even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®

Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced

cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

* X JIMMYJOHNS.COM % %

(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®

This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John’s brother Huey. It’s huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULY®

Freshsliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ’s original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™

Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo, what could be better!

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!""

©

®1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008 JIMMY JOHN'S FRANGHISE, LLC ALL AIGHTS AESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu GChanges.
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Vis-a-vis: friend or...?

By Vlada
Gaisina
OPINION EDITOR

Many of the readers may still remember
what happened when Harry met Sally. This en-
dearing and relatable comedy classic featuring
Meg Ryan and Billy Crystal not only earned an
Oscar nomination for best screenplay, but also
popularized concepts like “high-maintenance”
and “transitional person” The film’s true ap-
peal and freshness lay perhaps in its taking on
the question as to whether men and women
can be just friends. As written in an Entertain-
ment Weekly review, “In 1989, we were still
oblivious to the fact that men are from Mars
and women are from Venus~ and Sex and the
City’s perspective on singlehood in Manhattan
wouldn't come for another nine years.

However, it doesnt look like much has
changed since Harry and Sally first hit the big
screen: besides the fact that single living and
non-committal short-term relationships have
become more of a standard, it appears the gen-
eral attitude towards male-female friendships
remains skeptical. Perhaps this article will
change your mind.

The trap often encountered is expecting a
male-female friendship to be like a friendship
between two straight people of the same sex.
But there is actually no reason for this to hold:
typically a group of guy friends and a group
of women have entirely different dynamics.
Research suggests that women create connec-
tions with other people through conversation,
whereas men can bond just by being around
each other, without even talking. The examples
of fishing, hunting, or gaming buddies come to
mind. Women like to talk to each other about
their lives, aspirations, experiences, points of
view, while men tend to discuss more imper-
sonal topics like common interests, current
events or philosophical issues. They treat con-
versation as a form of entertainment. If these
types of friendship are so different, then why
can't male-female friendship get its own box?

Lets explore, then, what constitutes this
new category. Even with the distinction be-
tween men’s and women’s approach to friend-
ship, there are still overarching commonalities.
When asked what they value most about their
closest friends of the same sex, both men and
women will list qualities like dependability,
acceptance, enjoyable company, and care for
their well-being, among others. These are what

really defines friendship as a general concept,
and should extend to the male-female friend-
ship, as well. What makes this friendship
different, though, can be extracted from the
words of Harry Burns: “Men and women can't
be friends, because the sex part always gets in
the way” He is right about the sex part, but it
by no means has to get “in the way.”

Sex is almost guaranteed to come up at one
point or another, if for no other reason than
human beings are sexual creatures. Yet, it does
not always mean an insurmountable wall in
a relationship - in most cases it will be just a
fleeting thought or a possibility that might
seem intriguing. The trick is handling it, which
can be a learned skill. It might come up in
conversation, it might manifest in an acciden-
tal sexual encounter, or it might turn out like
Harry and Sally, where the friendship eventu-
ally grows into a relationship. Sometimes it’s
s0 minor, it'’s not even worth bringing up. If it
is put out there, a good approach would be to
recognize it, own up to it, and deal with it in
a mature way: be honest about your emotions
and ask yourself why you primarily spend time
with the other person - is it because of a pla-
tonic or sexual attraction? A lot of times the
value of the friendship will outweigh that itch
of loneliness, but if there are unrequited strong
romantic feelings, it's best to walk away.

The so-called “friend zone” has gotten an
unfairly bad rap, with multiple things contrib-
uting to the stigma. One, it is typically used
by women in an attempt to gently let down
unlucky suitors, so it acquires a negative con-
notation, instead of being an honest offer of
friendship. Then, there is always Hollywood.
But there are many benefits to male-female
friendship. A companion of the opposite sex
can offer unbiased dating advice, insight on
how men/women operate, and assistance with
things your other friends may not have exper-
tise on. A clichéd, but good example of the lat-
ter would be men helping with car trouble and
women giving fashion tips to their friends of
the opposite sex.

Its a little known fact that the script for
When Harry Met Sally initially ended with
Harry and Sally remaining friends and not
pursuing a romantic relationship because the
screenwriter Nora Ephron and director Rob
Reiner both felt it was “the true ending” Even-
tually, they decided that the protagonists get-
ting married would be more appropriate for
the movie, even though they both admitted it
was a generally unlikely outcome. Whatever
ending you may prefer, true friendships are al-
ways worthwhile.

Tahrir Square on the night of Jan 26th (Photo by latenightcabdriving /Reddit)

VLADA GAISINA opinion@technewsiit.com

®

&3

Sex Tech

THE SEX AND RELATIONSHIP ADVICE COLUMN

Sweet Pseudonym
SEXTECH EDITOR

: 'm that girl that always falls for the

stereotypical bad guy, and I guess I
just want to know WHY I keep doing this!
It always starts great, because I feel so ac-
complished for getting him, and then he ei-
ther cheats on me, makes me feel like s**t,
or does both justin time to dump me. Why
haven’t I learned my lesson yet?!
A: Well, I think the answer to that might ac-
tually be found in the wording of your ques-
tion! I don't know if a feeling of accomplish-
ment for, in essence, “ensnaring” someone is
ever going to be the foundation for a good
relationship. It means that from the very out-
set, you've given him the upper hand (and he
most likely knows it). The reason these guys
treat you like crap is because you let them.
Your pride in getting a bad boy to date you
is the very thing that allows them to keep be-
ing a “bad boy” once youTe in a serious re-
lationship. Once a guy (or girl) knows that
you're going to let them get away with what-
ever they want, what's to stop them from do-
ing just that? The moral of this story is: stop
looking at potential boyiriends as trophies
to be won; you should instead look for a guy
who treats you with respect (and vice versa).
Try dating a nice boy for once; there wont
be nearly as much drama, but you might find
that after a while, that's actually a nice thing.

Submit your question through

http://tinyurl.com/sextech2
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OPINION

: I recently dumped my boyiriend
Qbecause he told me he had fooled

around with another girl. I am definitely
zero-tolerance about cheating but I miss
him a lot. He’s constantly apologizing and
trying to get me back, and is clearly upset
about the whole situation. It’s definitely
more and more tempting to get back with
him, but I’'m worried that I don’t miss
him specifically so much as I miss being
with someone (in the last several years,
I haven’t ever been single for a very long
stretch of time). What should I do?

A: Well, I think it’s very likely that you miss
him in particular, and not just having a
warm body to wake up next to. However,
that shouldn't be the deciding factor in de-
ciding whether or not to get back together
with your ex. Youre obviously zero-toler-
ance when it comes to cheating for a reason,
whether it be from past experience or not,
and I think you need to keep that in mind.
If you got back with your ex, do you really
think that you would be able to get over the
fact that he cheated on you? Trust is a big
thing in a relationship, and when it’s gone,
it's extremely hard to get back. So, I think
you need to figure out whether or not you're
willing to spend a huge chunk of time over
the next couple weeks (and even months)
trying to find trust in your boyfriend again.
It's a really tough thing to overcome, but I
think that if you care about him enough,
giving him a second chance isnt a hor-
rible idea. Just make sure that you clearly
communicate what you want to see hap-
pen differently this time around, and make
sure that he understands. Theres no point
in dating again if you aren't both willing to
talk about your problems and work on fix-
ing them together.

Democratic doesn’t
mean free...

By Karl Rybaltowski
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The recent upheavals in Tunisia, Egypt, and
Yemen might be inspirational, but while the
world observes and cheers on one emerging
movement (democracy) it’s very likely they're
actually calling for something very different:
constitutional liberty. Confusing the two is a
dangerous mistake. Romanticizing the revo-
lution that plays out before us through the
24-hour news cycle downplays much of the
structural dilemma that will occur. Unfettered
populist outrage at all elements of the old re-
gime will lead to a disorganized opposition
suddenly being forced to come up with a way
to run a near-lawless country. What then?

Let me make one thing clear before I con-
tinue: Hosni Mubarak is an autocrat who has
perpetrated human rights abuses and flouted
his own nation’s constitution by maintaining
emergency rule for decades. On this point, I
don't believe anyone is willing to argue, and
there is no defense of dictatorial regimes that
terrorize their people. Why, then, has the Unit-
ed States been lukewarm in its calls for Egypt’s
leadership to democratize? Three reasons.

First, Mubarak has aggressively pursued
economic liberalization since the economic
stagnation of 1991, which has led to the rap-
id growth of a politically conscious middle
class and enormous GDP growth. Second,
Mubarak’s regime is one of two that maintain
less-than-aggressive relations with Israel (the
other being Turkey). In fact, the Mubarak re-
gime officially supports a two-state solution
to (and diplomatic resolution of) the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Finally, examine the alternative - the only
organized opposition group is the Muslim
Brotherhood, an Islamist organization offi-
cially banned by the current regime, charac-
terized by a deep-seated suspicion of the West,
and called extremist by many. Even as an illegal
group, the MB took around 20% of the seats
in Egypts parliament in the previous round

of elections. The secular Islamic nature of the
current government at least allows for Egypt’s
Christians and other religious minorities (5 -
10% of the country’s population) to enjoy some
protection, which in light of recent attacks on
Christians gains even more importance.

So what about democracy? Don't the
people of Egypt deserve to have their voices
heard? Certainly, but rule of law, constitution-
ally protected freedoms, and minority protec-
tions don't have a direct relation to democracy
- historically, they've come from middle class
pushes for property rights concurrent with
economic liberalization. Ironically, its the
growth spurred by autocrats that often leads
to the growth of political freedom - in a prag-
matic sense, the government attempts to grow
the economy in order to get more tax revenue,
but doing that creates an independent class, in-
creasing pluralism and forcing the government
to negotiate to maintain legitimacy.

That's essentially the story of development
of Europe (which, we are quick to forget, was
largely dominated by authoritarian, sometimes
almost fascist regimes before World War 1I -
even excluding Germany and Italy), and more
recently it was the development model of
states as diverse as Chile, the Czech Republic,
and South Korea. Nations with a rapid push to
democratic elections before building a strong,
robust civil society and protecting individual
freedoms - the DRC is an excellent example -
saw their democracies die in short order and
languished under autocratic regimes that did
nothing to promote stability or rule of law.

Remember, democratic elections led to Slo-
bodan Milosevic coming to power in Serbia
and Hugo Chavez in Venezuela. The landed
citizens of Athens voted, democratically, to kill
Socrates for, in essence, being critical of the ex-
isting political order. Democracy alone is nota
guarantee of justice, progress, and institutional
tolerance. Constitutionally protected liberty is
a key component of this, and that is what we
should all be hoping will emerge as a result of
this revolution in Egypt.




SCA update:

Foreign Languages

RYAN KAMPHUIS
UT5AV GANDHI

progress update

By Brian Kibbe
5G4 PRESIDENT

Ilinois Tech students are one step closer
to having a pilot program of foreign language
classes on campus to aid students seeking a
minor. This weekend the Student Government
Association submitted a proposal to the Dean
of the College of Science and Letters, Russell
Betts. This version of the proposal follows an
endorsement from the Undergraduate Stud-
les Committee in Fall of 2010, The commit-
tee voted in favor of pursuing the creation of
systematic language classes and acknowledged
budgeting concerns surrounding the hiring of
necessary faculty,

The submitted document lays out a possible
structure for a language program beginning
with one language and adding more depend-

ing on demonstrated student interest. The
class would be designed to qualify students
for a minor in their chosen language with
four sequentially difficult classes and a fifth
cultural class totaling fifteen credits. Ide-
ally these would also be paired with a study
abroad experience to give students a mean-
ingful ability in and understanding of their
chosen language.

IWlembers of Student Government will
meet with the Dean and others in the col-
lege to discuss the strengths and weaknesses
of the proposal. Over this semester they will
discuss how to change the proposal such that
it can be submitted to Provost Cramb for ap-
proval and implementation. There is still sig-
nificant work to be done, but time will show
the longevity of the work students are putting
inright now.

The Chase 2011 competition

By Jenny Beverage
TECHMEWS WRITER

In February, IIT will be hosting weekend-
long eventsof the local Chase (the preliminary
to the Final Chase in Fall 2011). All majors are
welcome and, in fact, needed. Its free to par-
ticipate and one has the opportunity to win
cash prizes.

What is the Chase? It's an event designed
to have students solve a real-world problem
given by a sponscr af the event, 10 to 15 other
schools will be participating simultaneously
during the weekend at their own schools for
the local Chase. The Final Chase will be held
in Chicago in the fall, with the best team from
each college competing against each otherina
head-on entrepreneurial competition. To take
part in the Chase, get a group of five peaple
together and head to leadthechase. com by Feb-
ruary 7.

During the Chase, “students will be racing
to complete a series of entrepreneurial chal-
lenges (such as problem-solving, presenting
an elevator pitch, writing a business proposal,
creating a working prototype, conducting mar-
ket research, resource-allocation, technical

knowledge testing etc.) that will be centered
around a relevant problem or product,” (ac-
cording to their website). Worried you don't
have the skills? This was factored into the
competition.

During the competition, there are differ-
ent paths that teamns can take. A team could
choose to hawve less time to work on their
project, but attend a seminar from experts
on the subject of, say, creating prototypes.
The expert would show them how to create
an effective prototype to show to judges or
potential investors. That way, students with-
out entrepreneurial training have the chance
to learn something new and to win the com-
petition.

Chase has a history with II'T. Originally
started by two IIT students vears ago, it has
continued on to be bigger and better than
ever, while still being student-led. IIT has a
growing entrepreneurship program, with a
scholarship program (KIEA ), an Innovation
and Entrepreneurial Academy (IEA) that
hosts regular ewvents, an entrepreneurship
minor, and [PROs that teach students to cre-
ate and develop products.
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Wake up and
smell the Coffee (Club)

By Harshita Iyer
TECHNEWS WRITER

Tou dor't see them at the Student Orga-
nization Fair. You don't see them listed in the
online list of Student Organizations on the
1T website. Ivaybe theyTe a myth, maybe a
lie. But the truth is, they are among us.

Diespite no official status as a club, Cof-
fee Club is still a perfect example of to what
clubs are all about. Every Saturday or Sunday,
the club meets up at MTCC at 11 am., and
leaves to visit a coffee shop. They go to a new
place every time, unless a location has really
caught the club’ attention, in which case a
second trip is made. When it was founded a
vear ago, in January 2010, it was just a way for
people who liked coffee to join together, go
out, and enjoy their favorite beverage, while
discovering the atmosphere of little un-
known cafes around Chicago. In the words
ofits founder, Kelly Lohr, (MMAE "13), “cof-
fee club is a purely self-motivated club” There
are no weekly ‘meetings, they dori't have any
SAF funding, and find that they don't really
need SAF funding, This is what makes the
Club truly a success. It is free to grow which-
ever way it needs to without depending on
any funding, which is very liberating,

When asked what her inspiration to start
coffee club was, Kelly replied saying that she

had started to drink coffee towards the end of
her sophomore year, to stayawake studying for
her pre-ACTs What started out as something
she did because she had to soon turned into a
passion. When she came to II'T, she found that
most people didr't drink coffee. And so she got
a group of people together and put the word
out - the club wasborn.

The “executive board” (consisting of Kelly,
along with Gilorgia Grisot and Dmitriy Vysots-
kiv) discuss and decide the next coffee shop to
visit and maintain a blog {coffeeclub. poster-
ous.com). They get ideas from other people’s
recommendations and read sbout coffee shops
online. The only problem with such a locse bu-
reaucracy is that once the people who started
it graduate, there may no longer be leadership
for the club. To this, Kelly responds with a
slight smile; she has thought about this as well,
and hopes that it stays the way it is, even after
her departure.

Coftee Club is the perfect break from the
mundane and a great way to see the little plac-
es vou might miss out on otherwise. So if you
want to join in, just email iitcoffeeclub@gmail
com to be added to their mailing list. Or even
easier, just show up at 11 am. at the MTCC,
next to Global Grounds on a Saturday or Sun-
day, and tag along with the group of people
vou see, onto the next coffee adventure.
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TechNews corrections

In the Students Speak survey special issue we released in the previous week, TechMNews
incorrectly stated that Galvin Librarys 24/5 hours were a direct result of the Students Speak
survey. While the survey spurred some great new initiatives at the library, expanded hours at
Galvin had been a topic of discussion before the survery.

TechMNews regrets the error.

Public Safety update: tips for protecting your valuables

By Ray Martinez
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY

A while back, I wrote an article titled “Crimes of Opportu-
nity” (Refer: httpy//te chnewsiit. com/story/crimes-opportunity,
or the paper Edition of TechMews, Tuesday, November 16th,
2010} In that article, I stated that the #1 crime affecting the
IIT community were crimes that were committed because con-
ditions were right for the taking. These crimes involved theft
of property which include but are not limited to; purses, book
bags, wallets, textbooks, laptop computers, [Pads, IPods, MEP3
playvers, GPS devices and clothing,

The thefts occured ina very simplistic way: they were stolen
when the victim left their property unattended for a short pe-
riod of time. The victim either left their property unsecured on
a table, ina locker, in a classroom or inthe cafeteria. The victim
left for a short time to use the restroom or in some cases, left o
attend class. When they returned, the items were stolen.

We live in a society where we have to take additional mea-
sures to safeguard our personal belongings. Although, we want
to find the good in people and trust them, we still have to take
reasonable measures to protect our possessions. The following
are simple stepsyou can take to protect and safeguard your pos-
sessions while on campus, at home, or in vour vehicle.

1. Always take your belongings with vou. Whether you are
ooing, to the restroom for 2 minutes or are going to class, tak-
ing your possessions with you will ensure that vou will not lose
sight of them.

2. Wherever possible, secure vour belongings with a lock
Several thefts have occurred at Keating gym where students
have placed their belongings in a locker and have not used a
lock

3. Always lock vour door when leaving your room. Although

vou may know your neighbor, someone else may bring friends
to the residence hall that may not be as trustworthy.

4. Always remove valuable items such as GPS units, cd play-
ers, loose change, purses, and bags from plain view in your ve-
hicle. Thiewves will search parking lots looking for vehicles that
hawe items in plain view. Regardless if your doors are locked,
criminals will take whatever measures to get to your valuables.

5. If you ever observe someone inyour area that looks suspi-
cious or appears that they don't belong, contact Public Safety
immediately at 3-6363,

Keep in mind that Public Safety is here to provide a safe
learning environment while on campus.Stop by our offices lo-
cated in Farr Hall for additional information on Safety Aware-
ness. You can visit our website at www publicsafety.iit edu

The Public Safety Blog is up!
http://blogs.iit.edu/public_safety/

Leave feedback. See public safety reports. Stay connected.
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