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Thiz:  week, four infernational
smadents fromn India  wolunteered to he
interviewsed about the differences between
their homne country and the Uhndted Stabes.
Akshata Ferur a smcond wear graduate
student studying computer science, is from
a state in southwe s India clled Famataka
Greshma Maresh, 3 smoond wear graduate
student studying information technolb gy and
roanagernent (TTT), is from Andhra Pradesh,
a state on Indix’s southeasern coast. Shreyn
Tha =2 fourth year undergraduate smdent
siudving pspchology and  architecture, is
frorn W&t Bengal, a sate in easem India
near Banghdeshz border. Eaxja Patel, =
third year undergraduste sAudent sudying
@ETOspace engineering. is from Gujarat, Indis's
wE dernrnost date.

Cne  thing  that these sidents
notced was different from home was the
ahsence of widespread cekbhration for major
holidays. According to Maresh, there iz a
fesival or celebration “almeo st every month
BEvery fesdtival therss a set of things we dog
itz a0 roach fun Of the z festivals the most
notable were Dusshra and Diwveli, Maresh
explained that for each feshival, "ewery sate has
their spedfic dance form,” much 2 Fuochipudi
in Andhra Prade sh and Garba in Gujrat. "Exch
hand movement represents something, has
a meaning. Everybody has specific steps that
they do together” According to Derur, during
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IMinois Teckis chapter of Undted
Mations International Childreris Emergency
Fund (UMICER) has dedicated the month of
October to frick-or-treat (TOT) UMICEFR
actually gives a little twist to the definition of
TOT. Instead of candie s, wilunteers fromn this
organization oollected moner an idea that
orginated fror TMICER 70 wear: and now
The omange trick-or-treats boxe: placed on
various lomtions in crapus also harmonized
with the Halloween spirit.

Erica Cusmariow, the co-chair of
edumtion cormmnittee, explained about how
Bangladesh necessdtated aid She highlighted

Dhwmli, it iz cornmon to bake desserts or
sweets and share themn with pour cormmnity,
"wWhatever special ingredient wou make that
day’ Ferar mid, “you give it to the neighbors?
Ferur sid that one corornon dessert roade was
pavasam, which was "sort of like pudding? Tha
mentioned a dish called halwe, which Eerur
desribed as “kind of mmshy like oatmeal
a little hit" pet Tha added that it "looks like
oatroeal but doe st faste like it Patel said he
mizsed ghughra, which consdsted of a crispy
crist and a sweet duffing. When Patel pulled
up a picture on hiz eIl phone, Ferur wms
surprised because she recogrized the dish bt
had a different name forit: Jarikai. Acoording
to Eerur, this can happen wery frequently due
to the fact that within even a dngle date, there
are rltiple language s used. Ferur exphined
that there was a2 oommon @mying in ndia that
"every sx mndles you go, wou me a differerd
culture

Theze sfudent: noticed that the
vay Americans address peopk is differerd
from what they were uzed to. Back in India,
Ferur smid, it was expected of wou to mll
adnlts “mafam” or "dr" pet that was ooach less
comrnon here. Ferur participated in TEDwITT
in the past, and when meeting withthe founder
Aroey Lee Segamnd, she recalled how strange she
formd it that Segarmi indsted "dort call me
maarn, cll me by oy fir st name . People had
frouble calling her by her firdt name. They
were o moorforable’ Herr exphined that
she even addressed her brother with a word
for "brother,” and didnt use hiz name, When

she gows to a friend s place, even when theyre
not related o her, it iz polite o call the friend's
parents "uncle" and "aunt "

COmne of the things Tha miszed the
most was the weather. '"T dorft dislike the
winter;’ she said, "ot I just miss the monsoon
semson. Becanse it's st like, the sy is perfect.
The sky iz a perfect shade of grey Ifs always
drizzling” Ferr remermbered that in India, if
the temperature was in the 60z "people will
bring their bhnkets and shawl: and will dart
freaking out!’ Even if i was in the s, she went
on, people waoild Al think it was cod. "0
here is like celebration IMaresh sid. to which
Feruradded. "barbecus season!™

In termar of academics Kerur
mid that “internships are not as it is herel
Ferur received ler undergraduate degres in
Indiz and thought that "Everyhody doe: an
internship here, Bt in India, if wou dorit do
an internship, if's sill okay' Kerur alao thought
that schooling here was more interactive
than it was in India. In her words in India,
the profe ssor "tomes in, teaches give pou an
asdgnmment, and leave s Here, she explained,
vou heve office hours and cn talk with the
professor one on one. School in India is alo
"not as flexdble as it is here)' Ferur =id. She
explained that once you chos: a major in India,
vo1 had a st schedule of classes you nesded
to take with no decidons kft to the sudent.
Additonalky, Maresh mentioned, “lere. you
hawe more options shout what pou went fo
study” Jha sid that "here, pou can mix and
match majors. There iz more contml over

where I want to go and what I went todo. Ttfeels
as if I have comtrol ower ooy life ™ Pate] thought
that the way in which sudents and professors
irferacted wms very different. Fatel was used
to having to stand up to answer the professor’s
que shions. In addition, he sid, “when o go
to the casz won ask permisdon to go into the
clazs. *Sir, may [ come in?' Patel also explained
that food was not allowed in dasmocmos back
where he was from. Maresh agreed with Patel.
e seribing how people in India weould quickly
eat when the profezsor's back was turmed when
they were hungry.

When asked what he mizsed most
ahontt his horne, Patel immoediately anmered
the food. "Fartiularly my region. the food
would be spicy’ he smid, "pou dorlt get spicy
food here!’ Ferur mid she modssed the street
food in India. in India, food’s all about street
food, wou all st together in a group. Any
hanygout wamild start with eating, then probahly
a movie! FKerr also remnarked upon the fact
that all the food in America, it semed, had
cheese in it Maresh agreed with her. T like
chee s Maresh sid, "t in anything? Mol
In addition, Maresh thought that it was more
difficult for wegetarians here that the diet
Bcks the variety of options that India has. Tha
thought that “ower here, people wsually have
pizza all the time. ] like piza, bat there's fust
oo remach of it. Aftera certain period of tirme, it
fast gets irmitating

Mext week, look for an Intermational
Studert s Feature on Poland!

month of events and fundraising for Bangladesh

how Bangladesh has the wworst records for
hurman and child trafficking. For the entire
month of October, vohintesrs tabled on the
T CC bridge and inforned hawks: abont thiz
TeCUITing izme.

At the end of Septeraber, Whitney
Crozs fromm UMICEF Chicago headquarters
hed a special talk with our wlunteers. She
emphasgzed how human tafficking iz an
unacceptabk form of modem-day davery
that viclates hurnan right s az stipulated in the
United Mations (U] human rights charter.
It iz highly upstting how Bangladeshi are
objectified, forced into bonded laber, and
exploited sexmally by frandulent coercions.
Padlocked and prison-harred, children are
transited from the fromtier of Bangladeh to
brothels.

UMICEF aitns to protect these
childreris rights by esablishing protective
mechanisns agains abuse exploitation and
violence. Momey collected from this event will
be a contribution that hawks made together 4o
cripple hurnan and child trafficking,

Craick facts about Banglade sh:

Offidally knowm ar: the Feopk:
Fepublic of Bangladesh, it has a population
den sty of alraost 3000 people per mile. People
frorn Banglade shoare comrmondy mfermed to as
Banglade shi. & sriking factabout this coundry
isthat it wasthe only onein history that fought
for itz mother bryguage: BengaliBangla,

Bangladesh had the same fate as
India. After separating fromm the British regirne,
India and Banghde sh becarne distinct nations.
Cring to thiz separation, Bangladesh has a

rch oultuml backgromd AT festivals of all
religions are celebrated with great enthusasmn

4z 3 developing nation. with per
capifa incomne of just about $1200 per wear
Banghde sh hasa feeble economy and sandard
of liwing. Brorn 1906 to 2008 an anmual growvth
rate of 5-6% wasregistered. However, over 209
of Bangladeshi live inabsmbite poverty today

Ceographically spesking,
Banghdesh iz located in ome of the most
disaster-prone areas of the world In the wake
of frequent cwclone: and floods thouwsnds
were Jlled and eventwmlly the econornic
grovah was irpeded for decades.
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