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Giving Day raises $747,538 and kicks off this year's Student Gift Campaign

Reno Waswil
DISTRIBUTION EDITOR

Giving Day is a newly formed Illinois
Tech tradition during which the community
surrounding the university comes together to
donate to the school to provide funding for
“scholarships, educational supplies, campus
support, and other university inifiatives.
On Tuesday, November 15, 2016, the second
annual 24-hour Giving Day campaign was
held, which had the slogan “TECH YEAH!”

ILLINOIS TECH

This event was primarily organized by the
Office of Institutional Advancement and was
headquartered at the Pritzker Club that day
from 9 am. to 8 p.m. Donations made in-
person, online, or over the phone went “straight
to the fund, scholarship, or department” to
which the donation was made.

This year, the event raised a total of
$747,538 through 1,036 “gifts” or donations
from students, faculty, staff, alumni, and
friends of the university along with a number
of matching donations and “challenge’
donations, which "unlocked” money as more

and more donations were made. This was an
increase from the $685,000 from 1,005 gifts
the previous year in the same 24-hour period
of time.

Although the Office of Institutional
Advancements duties primarily revolve
around alumni outreach, encouraging students
to make donations was made a focus this year
with the Student Gift Committee’s “Hawks 4
Hawks Hardship fund” contribution to the
event. This is a fund that would be set aside
to provide financial assistance to students that
face hardships and to which students could
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make direct donations. Several tables were set
up around MTCC staffed by volunteers of the
Student Gift Committee at which donations
could be made. Each donation at the minimum
$5 limit returned a raffle ticket to the donor,
and a donation of $15 or more came with a
free t-shirt, which was designed by Diana Wu,
a student on the committee. This campaign
ended with a launch party from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. in the MTCC Ballroom at which the raffle
prizes were awarded.

Photos by Reno Waswil
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Some faculty members issue statement of support post the presidential election

We, the wundersigned faculty,
condemn the election of a racist, bigoted,
xenophobic, misogynist to the office of
president. We write to make our voices
heard during a dark and troubling time in
US. history, and to let you--our students
and coworkers--know that we will endeavor

In solidarity,

Marie Hicks, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of History of Technology
Humanities Department

Laura Forlano, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Design
Institute of Design

Signed in support:

Javad Abbasian
Professor of Chemical Engineer
Armour College of Engineering

Weslynne Ashton

Assistant  Professor of Environmental
Management and Sustainability

Stuart School of Business

Anoklase Ayitou
Assistant Professor
Department of Chemistry

Roya Ayman, Ph.D.

Professor and Director, Industrial and
Organizational Psychology Program
Department of Psychology

Kristina Bauer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Psychology

Matthew Bauer, M.S.
Senior Lecturer of Computer Science
Director of Undergraduate Academic Advising

Alexander A. Boni-Saenz
Assistant Professor of Law
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Patrick W. Corrigan
Distinguished Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology

Aron Culotta
Assistant Professor of Computer Science
Computer Science Department

Michael Davis
Professor of Philosophy
Humanities Department

Eric Ellingsen
Visiting Assistant Professor of Architecture
College of Architecture

John Erickson, Ph.D.
Senior Lecturer
Department of Applied Mathematics

Kim Erwin
Assistant Professor of Design
Institute of Design

Maureen Flanagan
Emerita Professor of History
Humanities Department

Michael Gorham

Industry Professor & Director, Center for
Financial Innovation

IIT Stuart School of Business

Kyle Hale
Assistant Professor of Computer Science
Department of Computer Science

Erin Hazard
Senior Lecturer
Humanities Department

Steven . Heyman

Professor of Law
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Cindy Hood

with all the resources at our disposal to resist
the forces of hatred in our classrooms and
on our campus. We, the undersigned, stand
with students of color, international students,
women students, LGBTQI + students, students
with disabilities, and all students who are
feeling marginalized or {frightened by the

Associate Professor of Computer Science
Department of Computer Science

Joanne E. Howard, Ph.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Administration

Stuart School of Business

of Public

Colleen M. Humer
Studio Assistant Professor
College of Architecture

Tomoko Ichikawa
Sr Lecturer
Institute of Design

Kari L. Aamot Johnson
Professor of Research & Writing
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Prof. Sang Baum "Solomon" KANG, Ph.D. &
FRM

Assistant Professor of Finance

Stuart School of Business

Eva Kultermann
Associate Dean of Curricudlum
College of Architecture

Jonathon Larson, EAD, MS, LCPC, CRC
Associate Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology

Eun-Jeong Lee, Ph.D., CRC, LCPC

Associate Professor of Psychology

Division Head, Counseling and Rehabilitation
Science

Nikki Legate, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Psychology
Tom MacTavish

Assistant Professor

ITT Institute of Design

Anijo Punnen Mathew
Associate Professor
ITT Institute of Design

Noah McClain
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Social Sciences Department

Christine Miller, Ph.D.
Clinical Associate Professor of Innovation
Stuart School of Business

Jonathan Miller
Studio Associate Professor
College of Architecture

M. Ellen Mitchell
Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology

Arlen Moller, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Psychology

Michael ]. Pelsmajer
Associate Professor
Associate Chair for Applied Math

Victor H. Perez-Luna
Professor
Department of Chemical and Biological

Engineering

Margaret Power

Professor of History and Chair of the
Department of Humanities

Department of Humanities

Gregory Pulliam

Associate Chair of Humanities
Department of Humanities

Nik Rokop

results of the recent election. We are glad you
are here. You are valuable. We recognize and
appreciate the many things you add to our
community and our nation, and we will fight
for your civil rights.

Coleman Foundation Clinical Associate
Professor of Entrepreneurship
Stuart School of Business

David S. Rudstein

Professor of Law and Co-Director of the
Program in Criminal Litigation

Chicago-Kent College of Law

Stan Ruecker
Associate Professor
ITT Institute of Design

Jay Schieber

Professor of Chemical Engineering

Director of the Center for Molecular Study of
Soft Condensed Matter

Professor of Physics

Zheng John Shen, PhD, IEEE Fellow

Professor of Electrical and Computer
Engineering

Grainger Endowed Chair in Electrical and
Power Engineering

Courtney J. Sobers, Ph.D.
Lecturer
Department of Chemistry

Dr. Kathryn M. Spink

Senior Lecturer

Chief Health Professions Advisor
Biology Department

Brent Stephens, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Department of Civil, Architectural, and
Environmental Engineering

Karl Stolley, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Humanities Department

Martin Thaler
Visiting Associate Professor
ITT Institute of Design

Kenneth M. Tichauer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Biomedical Engineering

Philip R. Trovk

Associate Dean, Armour
Engineering

Professor of Biomedical Engineering
Professor, Stuart School of Business

College of

Maureen R. Van Neste (Aidasani)
Director of Experiential Learning
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Adrian J. Walters
Ralph L Brill Professor of Law
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Vida Winans
Faculty, Computer Science
Department of Computer Science

Richard Wright,

University  Distinguished Professor
Professor of Law,

Chicago-Kent College of Law

and

Jialing Xiang, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology
Department of Biology

John F. Zasadzinski
Paul and Suzi Schutt Endowed Chair in Science
Professor of Physics
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Ruth Rodriguez
TECHNEWS WRITER

When you think about dinosaurs,
you see and imagine all the creatures that lived
long ago and are now extinct, but what if I told
you that you were wrong and that you just
overlooked a very important sea creature...the
turtle?

Sea turtles have been around for
over 100 million years; they predate the last
era of dinosaurs, and even though they don’t
amount to the size of an actual dinosaur, the
rare leatherback sea turtle species can weigh
up to as much as 2,000 pounds. This is the
equivalent weight of a small car.

Now, the reason I tell you about
this wonderful rare sea creature is that the
leatherback is listed as endangered on the
US. Federal Endangered Species Act, and
that there are seven different species of sea
turtles, six of which are either endangered or
vulnerable. The seventh sea turtle species is the

flatback and it is only found in Australia and
it cannot be evaluated because of insufficient
information. While the Kemp's ridley sea turtle
is on the brink of extinction, this sea turtle is
classified as the most endangered. Then we
have the olive ridley, that is known for having
a nesting population in western North Atlantic
that has decreased 80 percent since 1967. The
hawksbill turtle has been listed as endangered
on the Endangered Species Act since 1970 with
no change, they no longer find them in large
numbers anywhere. The green turtles have
been an endangered species around the world
since 1978. Finally, we have the loggerhead
sea turtle, which nests in the US., and is
commonly seen. However, this turtle has been
listed as threatened on the Endangered Species
Act since 1978.

| want to raise a very important
question: “are sea turtles worth saving?” First, I
want to point out that one of the main reasons
sea turtles are on the brink of extinction is
humans. We, humans, as a large population

Something to think about...
In the mythology of India the survival of the sea turtle insures the survival of the world. The Indian
myth states that the earth rests on the back of three elephants. These elephants in turn stand on
the shell of a giant sea turtle which swims in an infinite sea. It is believed that if the sea turtle

disappears the world will end.
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Raising awareness of endangered and vulnerable sea turtles

have huge impacts on fisheries bycatch, coastal
development, plastic pollution, and the one of
the worst, the consumption of sea turtles and
their eggs.

Fisheries Bycatch are considered
as one of the greatest single threats, and it is
estimated that since the 1950’s over a million
sea turtles have been captured with longlines,
gill nets, and trawls which leads to death after
entanglement.

Pollution is considered another huge
threat because of plastics, discarded fishing
gear, petroleum by-products, and chemical
runofls. These are all things that harm and kill
sea turtles. Chemical pollutants weaken sea
turtles” immune systems, making it easier for
them to get diseases and die. Many leatherback
sea turtles have died for ingesting plastics.

These are just a few of the many
threats, but I want everyone to know that
sea turtles play a vital role in two of our
ecosystems, beaches and marine systems. Both
of these ecosystems would be weakened if the

campus@technewsiit.com

sea turtle were to go extinct, and the ocean is
such an important source of food for humans.
Sea turtles help control the jellyfish population.
They are also sea grass bed grazers, which
helps maintain a natural balance of fragile
marine ecosystems. They also help control the
population of sponges and coral reefs, which
helps maintain a diversity of sea creatures.

[ know that turtles are not as
important as dogs and cats, but think about
how overall, only one in 1,000 to 10,000 sea
turtles will live to maturity. I believe that as a
society, we should become more aware of what
is happening to our planet and a perfect place
to start is to raise awareness about sea turtle
conservation and the marine ecosystems.
It is important for everyone to be aware of
how endangered these turtles are and what is
causing their numbers to decrease. So please
ask questions, do some research, adopt a sea
turtle, donate, recycle, or learn about sea
turtle-safe materials.

Photo courtesy of Ruth Rodriguez
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International Students Feature: Turkey

Alexandra Detweilley
COPY EDITOR

This week, Aslinur Taskin, a
third year student from Turkey studying
architecture, gave her two cents about the
differences between her home country and
life in America. Taskin is from Ankara, the
countrys capital. While she recognized that
each city is different, she thought that as a
whole Turkey’s history was much more visible
than Americas because there were many
“traditional things still from the Ottoman
Empire,” like old mosques. Another clear
difference, according to Taskin, was the
organization of the streets themselves. “There
are no perpendicular streets; everything is
diagonal. You can get lost even if you've lived
there your whole life.” Because of this, Taskin
explained, Google Maps is a necessity when
traveling.

Taskin left Turkey after the third
grade. However, she briefly remarked upon
the differences in academics. When she moved
here, she remembers that “all of the math and
sciences here were very behind. By the time
[ was in fifth grade, we went over the math
stuftf that I had gone over in second grade’”
Additionally, Taskin has friends in Turkey that
tell her the architecture program at Turkish
universities is only four years, a year shorter
than the five year program at Illinois Tech. It’s
the same environment, though, Taskin said.
Architecture colleges consist of both studio
space and lecture space, although she said that
“here maybe it’s more artsy, but it also depends
on the school” She explained that there is less
of an emphasis placed upon math and science

classes for architecture majors in the U.S. than
in Turkey. In Turkey, there are no separate
architecture and architectural engineering
programs, vet here the classes that make
the two different are those math and science

dish,” Taskin explained, “when she makes it
in Turkey, it tastes completely different than if
she would make it here. It doesn't taste as good
lhere|.” People living in Turkey get their fresh
ingredients from the bazaar, or marketplace,

classes. Because of these extra classes and the
shorter period to complete them, architecture
students in Turkey experience a heavier class
load.

Readers may be surprised to hear
that American food, in Taskin’s words, “is not
anything compared to food over there.” Taskin
thought that this difference came from the
varying ingredients that each country uses.
“Lets say my mom is making a particular

Photo by Anoopa Sundararajan

every Sunday. Taskins grandmother, she
said, went there often, and as a result, those
that worked there always recognized her and
offered her discounts. According to Taskin,
people at the bazaar are very friendly and
most everyone knows each other because
every neighborhood has its own bazaar. She
contrasted this to American life, remarking
that “even if you go to the same mall, that guy is
not going to remember you at all.” Taskin also

explained that bargaining with shop owners
was common, even expected, in Turkey, yet
not at all common here.

As an example of common
ingredients that differ between countries,
Taskin said that the use of solid oils like butter
were hardly, if ever, used in Turkey. Instead
of butter, cream is very common, and Taskin
recalled times when she would eat it on toast
for breakfast. According to Taskin, breakfasts
also commonly consist of olives, cheeses,
barbecued peppers, eggs, bread, and paninis.
Turkish coffee is usually served after breakfast,
not during, and it is usually the responsibility
of the youngest person in the family to make
coffee for everyone else. Dinner, on the other
hand, usually consists of soup first, followed by
a salad, then a cold bean dish, and then rice
served with meat and yogurt, which is much
diflerent than the yogurt that is commonly
sold in American grocery stores, and is more
salty than sweet. After the rice dish, fruit is
served (commonly watermelon and grapes) as
well as nuts, such as walnuts and almonds. The
almonds are commonly soaked in water before
they are eaten, Taskin explained, so that the
skin goes away. Tea and dessert conclude the
meal, after what Taskin described to be about
a five hour process. It is no surprise, then, to
find that she thinks dinner is a very rushed
process in America. “Here you eat your dinner
and youre done. [In Turkey you] calmly end
your system right. You don’t eat dinner and
then you'e like ‘oh no, I have so much food.”
Overall, Taskin thought that a typical diet from
back home was healthier than an American
one, a feeling that many international students
shared with TechNews this semester.
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MSA fall banquet seels to build Illinois Tech's community

SufianK aki fi slam, K awsar Wayit
TECHMEWYS WRITERS

Once  every  srmester,  Musdim
Students Association (M5A) at Ilineds Tech
organizss a banquet that attracts a number
of students and the sarrounding coronumity,
During the fall semester the banquet
wsually happens after Eid-ul-Adha, This is a
festival of sacrifice which is celebrated in the
remernbrance of a nunber of sacrifices made
by Prophet Abraharn, Buslims all around the
waorld honor this sacrifice by daughtering
anirnals smch as shesp cows or camels as
canrnanded by Allah, Dlincis Tech has
studerts from all over the world, sotofacilitate
the celebration of this festival, M5A arranges
the Eid prayer anthe day of Eid-ul-Adha and

the fall banquet in the following days. This
semester, the banquet took place at MTCC
Ballroorm onthe eve of Friday Nowernber 11,
At this ewnt. they had Abdul-
balile Byan, Assstarg Director of the Office
of Beligious Diversity and buslim Chaplain at
DePaul Uhiversity, as a guest speaker, Degite
the fact that he graduated from DePaul he
was excited to be at Mlincis Tech, since both of
his parents graduated from this universty, He
lilees the Bfu dlirm Stu dents Associati onchapters
in different universities where stndents with
wanows  demogaphic  backgrounds  come
together to build a comrrumnity, Furthermere,
he spole about an ideal cormrmurity quoting a
rabhi that anideal cormurity is one inwhich
people feel welcomed when they are present
and are missed when they are absent, The
cormnparions of Prophet Moharmened (peace be

upon hirn) each felt that they were his favarite,
This is the ideal waw he said to treat other
mernbers of our cormrmnity, One of the things
he mentioned during his speech is that ™it is
easy for us to came togsther and argue about
things. } is the natare of hunan beings and
oftentimes the difference of opindons in thes
arguiments make people apart, But when they
gather for a Godly purpose. the difference of
opinions dosadt matter and it brings thehearts
cloger)”

When  asked abont the ewnt
Fubair Sharesf, the presidert of BSA, mid
‘comcidentally the date of this event was just a
fewr days after the elsction results so the mest
spealer spokes about Urnity and Faith in mes
of unease!” Also, according to Abdallah Hasan,
“The speaker had a powerful message and he

presented it in anarma sng manner where he, 1

beliews, he brought us closer together?”

Students in gneral attend the
banquet for its food and to socializ. Adeena
Ahrned, anactive M3A student, said T wert ta
the event because [ always love eating the food
and seeing people show up to the ewnt that
[ denit usmally see because of busy schedules,
K3 a fun chance to dress up and spend time
within our Muslim community” Sirndarly
another participant said, “Twanted to take my
non-uslim friends there and show them the
Wi5A, I really lile d the speaker and how hewas
wery down to sarth and the fact that he wasa
local made it very nice, And the food was also
areat’

Fhotos cowrtegy of MSA

New EIC applications open in January!

If you have the passion and interest for first stage will be called in for an interview
journalism, and care about campus, city
and world events, consider applying to
be the next Editor-in-Chief of TechNews!
Applications open on Tuesday, January 3
and remain open until Tuesday, January
10. Applicants who make it through the

before a final decision is made. If you have
any questions about the process or what the
position entails, feel free to email editor@
technewsiit.com for more information.
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[LLinois Tech alumni win awards, celebrate success

Anoopa Sundararajan
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Three Illinois Tech alumni who
currently work for the [Bl Group - Gruzen
samton in New ¥ork City have been pushing
boundaries and winning design competitions
across the country. Maria del Iar Granados
Santiago, “Mar Granados” graduated with her
Bachelor of Architecture degree in 2000 and
s now a Senior Architect at the [BI Group.
(Gabriel Espinoza also graduated with a degree
in architecturs in 2015 and Meriem Sakrouhi,
also an architecture graduate, completed her
Bachelor's degree in 2016,

Within  months, Espinoza and
sakrouhi brought in awards for their
cormpany at different design cornpetitions
in the country, Granados supervised both
projects. Espinoza is a Project Architect who
worked on the AARP 2016 Memphis Desiogn
Competition where the alm was to “rethink
how an existing home can live and grow with
a family as the family evolves in life” The
team won first place at the competition with
their “Inter-Active Living” design, responding
to the requirements set by the challenge “to
generate universal design solutions and build
an aftractive, adaptable and affordable home
of the future that speaks to and showcases
livability, by promoting both aesthetically-
and functionally-appealing designs for better
living” Asked what was most special to him
about winning this award and working on
this project overall, Espinoza says, “l had the

amazing opportunity to collaborate with a
non-profit organization to bring the design
to life, and that in itself posed new challenges
that [ wouldn't have been able to overcome
without the necessary background that IIT
provided me with, For the first time [ had to
manage and design a project which had alot of
stakeholders, and that experience is invaluable,
and [ feel very proud of what we accomplished.”
More information sbout the tearn’s winning
design can be found at homemattersamerica,
corn/design/20 16challenge/winners/.

Sakrouhi, a Junior Architect at the
firm, worked on the Habitat for Humanity
Challenge 2016, The goal was “to create an
affordable and flexible home that engages
outdoor living and adjusts to the homeowners
needs, while mitigating the humid Florida
Clirnate” The challenge was to design an
affordable 4-bedrocm, 2-bathroom home in
a maximum of 1300 square feet and with a
budget of 3150,000. The tearn won second
place, Sakrouhi says, “IThe greatest takeaway
from the Habitat for Humanity design
cornpetition was to be able to design with a
very specific purpose, which is to make a great
house for everyone, whatever the needs of that
person can be in the future This principle of
universal design is something that is taught
at the College of Architecture at II'T" Iore
information on the competition winners can
be found at aectrends com/design-challenge-
winners.

Granados, who supervised both
projects says of her involvement in the
projects, “Iviy role was to listen to their ideas

and push them to answer the questions
that were presented; to focus their thinking
towards the problems and challenges, and to
oive advice on aspects of their own designs”
she adds, "In both projects [ wanted them to
explore how the house would react through
different stages in life, and different users. Our
motto was: everyvone deserves affordable and
quality living, and this needs to be flexible and
engaging and it needs to improve life”
Turning, her focus to architecture
students, Granados says, “there is no real
barrier between student and office work when
it cormes to the way we analyze architecture
there iz always room for innovation and
principles. Any barriers there are, we are
creating ourselves, We need to keep pushing
for critical thinking, for wonder, and need
to keep including the principles of quality
into architecture. Many times architecture is
a response to a problem or a commentary in
the world, it is up to us as architects to keep
pushing this conversation forward” Adding
to that, Espincza said that one of the most
important things he hopes students take
gway from this article is, "“when we enter
our respective professions, our fresh and
new perspective is an incredible asset to any
cornpany, it should be something that outgoing
students are proud of A perspective | did not
have when graduating, it was somewhat the
opposite, [ thought [ couldn't bring much to
the table because [ didn't have the experience”
In her time at [llineis Tech, Sakrouhi learned
that while critical thinking is an extremely
important skill she learned from the College
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of Architecture, her [PROs taught her that,
“it is as important to sell your ideas, to make
sure people can understand vyour stories”
adding, “learning how to pitch ideas, designs
or vourself-when interviewing for a job-is
crucial”

Finally, TechMNews asked Granados,
Espinoza and Sakrouhi if they had any words
of advice for current students at the university.
(Granados says, "My advice to students at [I'T
right now is to remember that this isa time for
exploration. [IT isone of the best architecture
schools in the world, You are lucky enough
to be inhabiting history by occupying MMies’
Crown Hall, and fortunate to have some of the
rmost visionary architects as your teachers, take
advantage of this. Learn from their wisdom
and always wonder, keep questioning and
always rernernber that the future is not written
vet, and that you part of that conversation”
Espinoza adds, “the "real® world needs future
generations to be proactive and innovative so
we can break the mold of what is standard,
which is what our competition projects are
trying to accomplish, and it's an amazing thing
to be part of” Sakrouhi, who moved to the
15, as a transfer student in 2013 ended with,
“Before moving to the U5, one of my goals was
to be able to watch American movies with no
subtitles. This was only three years ago and
what [ am trying to say with this is that you
can do anything you want, and through being
around incredible teachers, students and guest
speakers, 1T is opening many doors for you,
all you have to do is decide which ones to use”
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SGA Judicial Board operates as organization arbitrator

Ethan Castro
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER

Thus far, coverage of the Illinois
Institute of Technology Student Government
Association (SGA) has focused on the four
main committees of the Senate - Academic
Affairs, Communications, BEvents, and Student
Life. As prior articles have exemplified, these
four committees serve the needs of the student
body by creating projects and assigning
senators to carr}rthem otit, Howewver, the Senate
iz only cne third of the Student Government
Association body. Somewhat less visible than
the individual senators, 5GAs Finance Board
and Judicial Board are both still equally
vital parts of the associationts operations.
Specifically, Judicial Board stands as an
intermediary for any potential issues that may
arize both between student organizations and
Finance Board in terms of funding allocations
and betweenthegeneral studentbody and SGA
as 4 whole In addition, the last SGA Senate
hearing this past Wednesday affirmed a new
amendment to the 3GA constitution that will
allow Judicial Board, with proper permission,
to act as an arbitrator passing final judgment
on conflicts within an individual organization.

Working with Finance Board is
a vital aspect of any student organization’s
operations. However, all student organizations
have the full right to dispute the allocation
decisions made by Finance Board, and Judicial
Board functions as a facilitator for these
disputes. According to SGA Chief Justice
San Dinh, processing appeals of this nature

constitutes “90 percent of our job After a
Student Activity Fund allocation, student
organizations have one week to submit their
appeals to Judicial Board if they are not
satisfied with Finance Boards decision” From
here, Judicial Board scrutinizes the source of
the student organizations appeal and makes
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a final decision based on the allocations
compliance with Finance Board guidelines. It
should be noted that, as is defined in the 5G4
constitution and bylaws, Finance Board must
comply with whatever decision Judicial Eoard
passes, including completely reversing a given

allocation or lack thereof,

Irn g similar manner, Judicial Board
also processes appeals made by the general
student body against the actions of SGA. Chief
Justice Dinh explains the process as “when the
student body disagrees with a decision made
by SGA, they can simply submit a petition to

Photos courtesy of SGA

Judicial Board” ©Once again, Judicial Board
will weigh the students’ concern with the
existing SGA constitution and bylaws and
then dispense a final ruling, Whether it be the
approval of a new student organization or the
nature of a certain event, all 3GA proceedings

are liable for petitions to Judicial Board, if
plausible reason can be shown for concern.

Finally, the newest amendment to
the SGA constitution strengthens the position
of Judicial Board by allowing it to serve as an
intermediary for issues that may arise within
the internal affairs of a singular student
organization. One important caveat of this
newfound power is that it applies “if, and only
if, both sides of the conflicted organization
agree to let Judicial Board make the final
order” as was clearly stated by Chief Justice
Dinh, By no means is 3GA seeking to impede
upon the autonomy of student organizations.
Instead, SGA is merely looking to serve as a
neutral and civil option in resolving any issues
that may arise within a student organization.
By no means are internal student affairs
required to go through SGA in the process of
their resolution, but the option is now there for
those who wish to utilize it,

student Government Associaftion
locks to improve the quality of campus life
for all students of the university However,
the very nature of this grand endeavor means
that conflicts may emerge. Thus, Judicial
Board exists as a nonpartisan entity meant to
neutrally and peacefully resolve these issues,
whenever they should emerge. All students
have a right to make themselves heard and
to make their concerns rightfully addressed.
T facilitate this standard, students should be
aware that appeals to Judicial Board can made
through Hawklink, in addition to being sent
over email to sgajboard@iit.edu

Students find answers at SGA-hosted Financial Aid and Student Accounting Town Hall

Erin Nelson
TECHNEWS WRITER

At the first Town Hall meeting of the
gemester, students approached Financial Ald
and Student Accounting with questions that
they had aboutloans, billing, scholarships, and
more,

The Department of Financial Ald
was asked about multiple topics including
the status of the MAP Grant and what the
department is doing about it. The Director of
Financial Aid, Elizabeth Wahlstrom Helgren,
informed the community that they are staying
updated on what is happening in Springfield
and in student organizations through or
oufside of Illinois Tech. There has not been
a budget meeting this month vet; however,
hopes are high for positive results.

The present staff were also asked
“If 1 do not complete the FAFSA paperwork
this vear, will it affect future years of receiving
financial aid?” The Assistant Director, Melizsa
Hayne Loretto, answered that all aid through
lineois Tech would be ynaffected, and that the
only loss of financial aid would be federal and
state awards of money (and it would not have
an impact on future years, either). The financial
aid department also addressed the fact that
FAFSA was sent out earlier this wear and
explained that it is so that prospective students
can make a more informed decision about
their college cost The new FAFSA also does
not require the new year’s tax information; it
calculates finances with tax information from
the previous year. This is an action that was
put into place under President Obama and is
carried out all over the United States,

Following this, students asked
why student loans increase and how that
iz determined. The response was that the
Department of Education has rules that the
school follows about when and how they
increase. These rules affect Perkine and
Stafford loans. Helgren mentioned that the
calculated cost of attendance equals tuition,
board, room, transportation, fees, and books
minus the Expected Family Confribution
(EFC), which is the number given to the
school from FAFSA based on a student's
family's household income. The school then
determines the amount of need-based aid
that can be given through loans, federal work
study, or scholarships. The Department of
Financial Aid is continuously researching
to increase the amount of money that they
can give to students and has a spreadsheet of
outside scholarships that can be applied for
after being in school. Illinois Tech does not
reevaluate merit scholarships after the first
vear, therefore, any additional scholarships
must be from the outside, the Leadership
Academy, or receiving a Resident Advwisor
job. Howewer, there is a special circumstance
application, if needed, that students may fill
out for additional consideration of financial
support. If a student does receive outside
scholarships, the information should be given
to financial ald assoon as possible so that their
merit scholarship amount can be calculated
faster, This will help the department be more
proactive in making sure [llinois Tech students
receive information about their finances faster,
The department has also increased publicity
about the FAFSA so that [llinols Tech students
get the money that they need. In addition, the
department is processing loans that they do
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receive faster so that the billing statements that
students recelve are more accurate,

Some additional initiatives that
the department of financial aid has taken are
expanded counseling hours (testing morning
hours), an increase in website communication
50 additional scholarship help can be offered
and student understanding can be improved,
making sure a staff member is at the COne Stop
two days a week, hiring a professional to work
the front desk of the office so that students
have a better resource when they come to the
office, faster email turnaround, and helping
students better understand their debt.

Similarly, Student Accounting was
asked questions about what the activity and
service fees on the Bill are, Jackis Anderson,
Director of Student Accounting, answered that
thevare feesthatsupport student organizations,
the library, ©TE, and the athletics department.
It is split up through the Office of the Provost
and discussions with the VPs of those services:
however, for the most part itisa fairly standard
amount that the university receives from year
to vear, Further confusion about charges can
be answered through the Cne Stop or checking
the bill on a student's portal Tamara Posley,
Assistant Director, also clarified that Student
Accounting is located at Tech Central on the
fourth floor,

Dalvina Lane, the other Assistant
Director, then answered a question about
payment plans and announced that they
become available on November 30 (and that
signing up can prevent late fees). Adding or
dropping classes automatically recalculates a
student's payment plan. Another question was
asked about how an employer can pay some of
a student's tuition bill if that student works part
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tirne. The emplover would need to supply a
letter and thatwould defer the students tuition
payment until they could supply grades to the
employer, and a refund would be given to that
student if the employer payed after the student
had made a payment This refund and any
other refunds would be given through a direct
deposit setup, or a cash refund can be given if
a form is filled out on the Student Accounting
website,

Another question: “How canl set up
my account o my parents can pay for my bill¥"
The answer is to make parents an authorized
user on the mylIT portal so that they receive
the bill and make payments. FERPA isseparate
from this, so making sure that the student
understands the distinction is important
Student Accounting is working on making
sure that billing statements are moving faster
so that payments are better understood, They
are working also on proactive outreach so that
academics are not affected by the financial
stressors in the middle of the term.

What many took away from this
Town Hall meeting is that administration
working with students is the only way to get
proper change and communication effectively
at Illinois Tech. Career Services and Financial
Aild are working together to get students help
with understanding their finances, especially
in the final six months of college, This means
understanding how a student's income can be
balanced with all their necessary charges, and
formulating a plan of how payment of loans
should work. Currently the Department of
Financial Ald can help answer these questions,
but the goal is to be proactive and get students
information about how to control their futures
better financially
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Game Overview: "Pokemon Sun and Moon" hit shelves

David Sobel
CORY EDITOR

The newest games in GameFreak's
acclaimed Pokémon game series, titled
"Pokémon Sun" and "Pokémon Moon," finally
hit shelves on Friday, November 18 for the
Nintendo 3DS. This game, like many other
popular game series, received a midnight
release, which I decided to attend as my
first midnight release (there's a first time
for everything). If "Pokémon GO" was your
first Pokémon "game" and you still enjoy it,
continue to do so, but you may find it pales in
comparison to the full-fledged experience if
you decide to give ita go. That said, at the time
of writing I have only been able to put a few
hours into the game, but I'm going to provide a
few initial insights T've had.

Story

Pokémon games have always been
known for having rather simple stories, which
typically entail playing as a new trainer who
has yet to receive their first Pokémon and is
the "new kid in town." However, before we
even get to that point this time, there's a cool
cinematic chase scene that the player is shown,
involving a mysterious girl on the run from
what is presumed tobe some evil organization.
This kind of intro is new for the series, which
historically has not had many "cinematic"
moments, as it were. Before you officially
begin the game, you are given the choice of
being male or female, along with a few choices
of skin tone, which is far more options than we
have previously seen. You can change things
like hairstyle, color, and more later on in the
game. After that you'll begin the game being
woken up by your character's mother, aptly
named "Mom," who informs you of a visitor.
This visitor ends up being Professor Kukui, a
very casual guy who seemingly always requires
a fanfare of guitar riffs and upbeat percussion
along with his presence. After some dialogue
and such, you finally get the chance to choose
your starter Pokémon. There are three options
as per usual, featuring a grass, fire, and water
type starter. Respectively, these are Rowlet,
the owl Pokémon; Litten, the cat Pokémon;
and Popplio, the seal Pokémon. Seeing as I'm
a somewhat shallow person, I picked the one
I thought was cutest, which was Rowlet. Keep
in mind that, as usual, these Pokémon will
not stay so cute forever. After choosing your
starter, you get to see a short scene where you
as the trainer gain their trust then proceed to
hug them (I squealed a bit, [ won't lie). Beating
"Sun" and "Moon" is a notably different
undertaking when compared to previous
games in the series, as this time your goal is not
to visit eight towns and defeat Gym Leaders.
Rather, your goal is to travel to all four islands
of the Alola region and complete various
trials, with the final trial of each location being
defeating its "Kahuna." As of right now, it is
unclear what happens after you complete all
four final trials. As expected from Pokémon
games, along your journey you will be a bit
sidetracked by an evil organization, this time
referred to as Team Skull, whose main job is to
getin your way and serve as the obligatory evil
group who goes around terrorizing people and
Pokémon under the orders of a leader with a

very skewed view of creating a perfect world.
Gameplay and Features

Pokémon has retained a very defined
gameplay formula over the years, "Sun" and
"Moon" being no exceptions. In terms of game
mechanics, everything is the more or less
same, except for the introduction of Z moves.
These are powerful attacks that a Pokémon
can use for causing some major damage to
the opponent Pokémon, which is activated by
using the Z-Ring feature. Most of the notable
changes are present in the organization of
in-game functions, notably the pause menu,
which features a paginated system for options,
like viewing your Pokémon party, looking at
the Pokédex, and other new features such as
the built-in QR scanner. With that in mind, I'll
address a few new features.

The QR scanner allows you to
scan QR codes which are associated with a
certain Pokémon. You get one new scan every
2 hours, and you can scan up to 10 codes in
a single sitting. Each code you scan awards
you 10 points towards the "island scanner”
and registers the scanned Pokémon in your
Pokédex. Once you receive 100 points, you can
activate the island scanner, which will make a
Pokémon that would otherwise not appear in
"Sun" and "Moon" show up in a place defined
by the scanner. I was able to easily get to 100
points by visiting Pokémon GO Hub, who has

——

80 or so QR codes available which cover most
Pokémon native to the Alola region. Speaking
of, there are new, “Alolan” variants of Pokémon
from the first generation of Pokémon games
(Red and Blue), which are essentially variants
that adapted to the more tropical climate of the
Alola region. For instance, a Rattata, normally
a purple rat, is gray and has moustache-like
whiskers. Long before the release of "Sun"
and "Moon," the internet got a chance to see
various Alolan Pokémon, out of which Alolan
Exeggutor became popular enough to become
a meme. I highly implore you to Google that
one if youd like a good laugh.

Up next is the new Festival Plaza,
which acts as a virtual hub for interacting
with other players in your local area or over
wireless, be it through chatting, battling, or
trading Pokémon. Interacting with other
trainers is interesting, as you have the
option of paging another player (yes, paging
them), which allows you to interact with a

downloaded version of their character, viewing
information from win-to-loss ratios to how
many eggs they have hatched in the game. You
also have the option of adding up to 50 other
players to your VIP list, which means that they
will consistently show up in your particular
Festival Plaza. In addition, everything in the
Festival Plaza that doesn't involve interacting
with strangers uses Festival Coins (FC), a
currency utilized only within the Plaza. FC
is gained by interacting with other players, to
then be used at various facilities, such as a shop
that sells items which increase your Pokémon's
affection towards you, a lottery, and a haunted
house, which I have read involves sending in
one of your Pokémon then receiving a random
item when they come back. Chances are that
I may not use this feature too often, but I like
seeing GameFreak making more efforts to
increase interaction between players.

The last notable feature I got to try
out was Pokémon Refresh, which allows you
to interact with your Pokémon. You can pet
them with the 3DS stylus and feed them "Poké
Beans" which increase their affection towards
you, among other features I have yet to explore.
After battles you sometimes have the option of
using the feature to clean up your Pokémon,
be it by blow drying or brushing, which also
increases their affection. This is similar to the
"Pokémon Amie" feature introduced in X and
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Y, which was very similar minus the additional
grooming options present here.
Visual

There is only so much I can say
about my excitement without using profanity,
s0 let me just say that this game looks
amazing for a handheld Pokémon game. In
fact, I can say without a doubt that it is the
most visually appealing handheld Pokémon
game to date. Those who played the recent
"Animal Crossing: New Leaf” may find
the game's visuals somewhat reminiscent
thereof, featuring lush 3D landscapes and
nice touches such as actual moving water and
rather detailed walkways (including tile and
hardwood floors). You'll also find characters
with mostly human proportions (no giant
heads on small bodies here, folks). This allows
for notably better representation of physical
motion, among other things. The most
amazing thing to me upon starting the game,
however, was the star-filled night sky, which

admittedly had me staring for a good couple
of minutes, and provided a wonderful sense of
immersion. In terms of battles, each Pokémon
present on the field isn't given its own little
"area’ anymore, instead occupying a part of the
field. For comparison, in previous Pokémon
games, during a battle, every Pokémon was
surrounded by a small circular area, but in
some ways that always made a minor dent in
my immersion, so I'm glad that GameFreak
made the change. I could go on for a long time
on all of the little visual nuances present in
"Sun" and "Moon," but this should give a bit
of an idea. Keep in mind that this game was
made with the New 3DS in mind, so while
it does look great, if you're an original 3DS
player like me, then you may notice a bit of lag
here and there, especially when more than two
Pokémon are on the field at once.

Look up screenshots, demo the
game: [ don't care what you do to gather a
visual, just prepare to be impressed. No, it
doesn't look like a PlayStation 4 game, but
were you expecting it to? Without further ado,
onto the gameplay.

Sound

As usual for Pokémon, the
background music is solid. This time there's
a more tropical vibe, because the game takes
place in the more tropical Alola region, which,
as noted, is meant to be modeled somewhat
after Hawaii. Because of this the game has a
more leisurely feel, making the experience
both relaxing and engaging. A few sound
effects have been changed, such as the "item
received” sound, affecting a more tropical vibe
as well. Other than that there isn't too much to
say about the sound; things can only get better.
Final Thoughts

I'm very much looking forward to
getting deeper into this new Pokémon entry
and am very glad it was my first midnight game
telease. Also, as this is motre of an overview
including my initial thoughts, I'm not going to
assign a score to this game. However, it looks
very promising and I'm excited to try out all
the features that I either briefly touched on
here or have yet to learn about at all. The only
thing I would advise to anyone looking to buy
the game: you may want to consider getting a
New 3DS if you own the original handheld like
I do, because like more recent games such as
"Super Smash Bros. 3DS", you may see slightly
more lag and every time you quit the game, the
whole device will require a reboot, presumably
due to having to run in a higher power mode.
There is some good news, though, if you were
looking into eventually getting the New 3D§, as
Nintendo is releasing a $100 version for Black
Friday, which will be sold at retail stores like
GameStop. If you're willing to risk potentially
being uncomfortably close to other customers,
this is as good a time as any. Now, excuse me
while I go back to staring at my 3DS screen and
pressing buttons with my thumbs.

Note: Currently, you can receive a
Muchlax over the game's Mystery Gift which
has special attacks and comes with Snorlium
Z {an item that allows a Snorlax, evolved from
Muchlax, to use a Z move), and if you played
the demo of the game, you can transfer the
Greninja you acquire in it to the main game.

Frost in their Mortar: A short story

Soren Spicknall
COPY EDITOR

The site was originally composed
of a series of untouched pre-mountainous
hills, land as fertile as it was formidable.
Measuring 79 kilometers along each side, the
square plan for the massive complex called for
leveling those rolling banks of soil, creating
a flat plinth to underpin the largest single
development in human history. Leftover earth
from the levelling process was used to create
an imperceptible gradient leading from the
sites easternmost edge, lying in grasslands,
up to where the now-demolished hills turned
rocky at the base of the great mountain range
to the west. For a decade now, construction
crews had worked nonstop to transform the
landscape’s natural chaos into an orderly and

uniform mass, carrying out a vision devised
in offices whose occupants would likely never
find themselves in the foothills of northeastern
Wyoming,.

Rising  from  the  carefully
constructed ground was a new kind of city.
Really, though, it wasn't a city at all; Henning
would have to find a few alternate words
to use in the final version of his report. In
some ways, it was a utopian community: the
engineers he had spoken with told him that
the plan dictated that the land be divided into
1,444 square subsets, each two kilometers
in length, which were further divided into
grids of 40 by 40 private home plots, each
populated with a squat California bungalow at
its center. In the middle of each multi-home
grid was a masculine concrete tower (based on
a scaled-up version of a little-known Brutalist

design for a religious museum in northern
Michigan, he was informed) containing
public services and amenities for each
community. The word “utopian,” however,
implied some form of luxury, and since luxury
was defined on a relative scale, it was hard
to form a frame of reference within the all-
encompassing boundaries of the grid, where
every community took on the same shape.
After accounting for the space needed for
roads and for the towers at the center of each
of the grid’s subsets, the number of homes in
each community totaled to 1,596. Overall,
taking into consideration reserved space for
two massive three-kilometer-wide strips of
unused land which divided the whole site into
quadrants, the development would contain
2,304,624 households upon completion.

The press had already exhaustively

documented the crews that for years worked
to carve out the giant square which carried
the compound. In fact, a team from Henning’s
own publication had made repeated trips
from Seattle to document every step in the
process, returning each time with increasingly
outlandish stories about the sheer scale of the
project. Henning himself was only sent here
because of the unique nature of the report
his editors now wanted written: an in-depth
look at the technology which enabled the
construction and maintenance of so many
dwellings with minimal human support.

Continued on Page 8


















