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The  Interprofessional  Projects
Program (IPRO) Day event took place on
Friday November 20, 2015. TPRO Day is
a day at the end of semester where IPRO
teams comprising of students from all majors
exhibit projects that they have been working
on throughout the semester. The TPRO is an
IIT general education requirement that most
undergraduate student have to take twice in
their academic career. An average IPRO team
consists of 5-15 students from any academic
discipline.

An [PRO project not only allows
students to apply their knowledge towards
tackling a real-world problem, but it also
allows the sharing of knowledge across various
academic disciplines to come up with more
innovative solutions.

This year’s [IPRO day saw a huge
number of projects, at least 45, only some
of which will be covered in this article. One
project suggested that cars use zinc batteries
instead of petrol as they cause less pollution
and are recyclable. In addition, zinc used
to power cars can be stored in batteries,
allowing people to avoid the problem of
looking for petrol stations to re-fuel their car
so often. Another project called Custom Meal
attempted to make the process of weight loss
easy by offering to deliver fresh and calorie-
conscious meals to the doorstep of consumers
at competitive prices.

Doorbusters was another interesting
project that attempted to solve the problem of
truck accidents due to bad weather by allowing
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Students showcase projects at Fall Semester IPRO Day

Abha Dalmia
TECHNEWS WRITER

managers of truck companies to tell their
drivers that it was okay to pull over and take
a break. Research revealed that 70% of 20000
truck accidents caused by weather occurred
because drivers felt pressured to make
delivery on time despite the adverse weather
conditions. The technology the team came up
with would allow managers to not only inform
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truck drivers of unsuitable weather, but also
reassure the drivers that it was okay to stop and
deliver a little late.

Quite a few projects attempted to
solve social projects too. One of them, titled
Malaria Detection, attempted to reduce the
number of deaths caused by malaria in Rwanda

by allowing people to detect it at an early stage.
Since they figured that many people in Rwanda
own a smartphone, they created a gadget that
could be attached to a phone and consisted a
microscope to test blood and reveal whether
the person was infected by malaria. A group
of students figured that citizens of Sumaoy
(an island in Philippines) could use their
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natural resources to become self-sufficient and
drastically improve their quality of life. They
held the noble dream of educating the locals
on this island of the various products that
could be created from coconut trees that they
had abundance of.

Refuges Unite was another social
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innovation project attempted to create a social
networking platform for the Syrian refugees in
Lebanon. The group came up with an idea for
the Syrian refuges to help each other since are
not welcomed in a lot of places. The solution
they came up with is an app, through which
refugees can inform each other about landlords
willing to rent out property to them, new laws
being passed, areas to stay away from, and
other important information. In order give
refugees a safe platform to communicate freely,
the application would allow only people with a
refugee ID to sign up.

On IPRO day, entrepreneurs and
leaders from various corporations, small
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and
associations get to see projects students are
working on. They enjoy attending the IPRO
event as it gives them an insight into the
quality of students at IIT. These industry
professionals very often sponsor IPRO projects
and encourage the next generations creativity.
In addition, they help moderate the TPRO
teams and ask some very intelligent questions
that help students further develop their ideas.

The IPRO project is definitely one of
IT'T’s strengths. It fosters creativity and allows
the merging and sharing of knowledge from
different disciplines towards creating better
solutions. It gives students an opportunity
to work collaboratively towards addressing
complex issues. In addition to team work
skills, it also enhances their public speaking
and organization skills. Most importantly, it
provides students with a concrete learning
experience worth talking about when in job
interviews.

Union Board attends NACA to book campus performers

Reno Waswil
TECHNEWS WRITER

Have you ever wondered where
Union Board (UB) gets their ideas and how
the organization is able to book so many Bog
and Center Court performance artists? Every
year, a number of regional and a national
conferences are organized and attended
by representatives of programming boards
like Union Board under the umbrella name
National Association for Campus Activities
(NACA). These conferences bring together
school programming boards, performing
artists, professional event programmers, and
various types of service providers to help
widen the scope of events that take place
on campuses around the country as well as
make the booking process easier for everyone
involved.

Union Board programmer Reno
Waswil (Hawks Coffeehouse Programmer)
was included in the IIT delegation to the
conference as well as UB executive members
Christopher Alexander (Off-Campus Chair
and soon-to-be Hawk’s Nest Chair), Amiarini
Lopez (On-Campus Chair), Melanie Standish
(President), and OCL staff members Alex
Carlson and Elizabeth Thomas for three
full days at NACA Mid America Regional
Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan at
the DeVos Place Convention Center from
Thursday, October 29 to Sunday, November 1.

These  conferences are  split
up into three sections: Educational (Ed)
Sessions, Showcases, and Campus Activities
Marketplaces (CAMP). Ed Sessions were
presentations spanning about an hour
focusing on pertinent information that

programming board members would benefit
from knowing, such as publicity strategies,
team-building tactics, and things to remember
when planning and carrying out events.
Illinois Techs Carlson gave a talk at the first
Ed session of the weekend entitled “NACA &
You: From here to Eternity” about how to best
utilize the NACA experience for first timers at
the conference. A dozen or so sessions would
be available concurrently during any given
Ed period, offering some variety of topics for
attendees choose from. There was a total of six
Ed Session periods through the duration of
the conference.

NACAS centerpiece though, was
its showcases, which were typically two-
hour, on-stage affairs where performing
artists--comedians, magicians, poets, solo/
duo acts, and larger bands--would get
around 15 minutes each to perform and sell
themselves to the audience in hopes of getting
a few bookings. Attendees received booklets
when they checked into the conference with
information on each of the acts they would
be seeing as well as the artist’s single booking
and block booking prices. A total of seven acts
performed per Showcase, one of those being
a host (usually either a spoken word poet or
comedian) who would introduce each of the
acts as well as be given some time between
acts to show off their own talents. There was a
total of six Showcases, not including one that
exclusively held motivational speakers.

CAMP took place almost always
but not exclusively after showcases, where an
hour would be reserved for attendees to go
into a large ballroom filled with rows of tables
to meet some of the artists they had or would
be watching perform and their agents, as

well as talk to a few providers of services and
events that were not represented during the
showcase. These included such things as the
rental services for 3D crystal portrait making,
arcade games, balloon animal making, paint
dance parties, and bubble soccer equipment.
One of the more memorable tables was one
held by actor Kevin Brown, who is most
famous for playing the character Dot Com
in the hit NBC sitcom “30 Rock” He was
selling his services to put on a show on college
campuses called “One Joke Wonder” He and
other professional standups would go to
schools ready to perform an hour of comedy,
but the show would more surround students
going up to the mic and telling their jokes.

There was also a running contest
where attendees could compete for the chance
to win a smartwatch by achieving the highest
number of steps recorded on a pedometer
provided to them for the length of each CAMP
session. With great determination, Alexander
came very close a few times to winning but
sadly never made it. There were a total of six
CAMP sessions.

'The Showcases were not the only
mediums for attendees to become acquainted
with acts during the conference. Each day,
there was also a featured ‘roving artist’” who
would perform in lobby of the conference
center who would also be included in the
booklet for booking.

Carlson and Standish took time
out of the busy schedule to attend the block
booking meetings during the conference. At
these, they would meet with representatives
of other schools to book the acts they were
interested in bringing to their schools at
reduced prices by booking them in tandem.

Some of the performers [llinois Tech booked
during these sessions that readers can look
forward to seeing next semester include
comedians Omid Singh, Josh Johnson, and
Ben the Magician; A Capella group The
Filharmonics (who made an appearance in
“Perfect Pitch 27); spoken word poets Asia
Project and Speak Like a Girl; and folk singer
songwriter Emily Hearn.

This year's NACA Mid America
slogan was “Welcome to the Future” for
reasons most readers would have heard ad
nauseum. The references to the movie at
the conference were many and constant,
extending even to the conference center’s wifi
password, which was “greatscott!” only to
further stretch the already exhausted trope.

In addition to these events, the
conference offered three meals. Expenses
worked out, however, so that all of the
additional meals were covered, so those that
were not covered by preliminary conference
cost could be bought in Grand Rapids
restaurants in the hotel and conference center
area.

During the final dinner provided by
the conference, Illinois Tech was overjoyed to
learn that they had one a programming award
for their Spring 2015 MTCC Late Night event,
which, for those that were not here or do not
remember, was Willy Wonka themed.

Some notable performers included
Kel Mitchell, who was the host of the final
Showcase of the weekend, the folk duo Less is
More, the indie band The Burgeoning. Thanks
to conferences like these, it has never been
easier to find and book great artist for great

performances and events on college campuses
like Illinois Techs.
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Building Psychological Hardiness

Cara Karter
TECHNEWS WRITER

As final exams and the holidays
are approaching, psychological hardiness, or
the ability to deal with unexpected change,
becomes more apparent in our everyday lives.
On Saturday, November 7, the Leadership
Academy (LA) hosted a seminar entitled
“Building Psychological Hardiness,” which
was facilitated by Rodney Vallejo, Program
Manager for the LA and doctoral student in
IITs Industrial/Organizational Psychology
program.

If you attended the seminar on this
topic, you have likely already considered some
strategies to help you adapt to challenging
situations, but if you missed it, it's not too late
to learn!

Take some time to reflect before that
next family dinner or big exam and think about
how you personally deal with challenging
situations. If you are like me, perhaps you get
emotional or anxious; I think it is important
that you don't judge your emotional response
too harshly. Emotions can be a healthy starting
point for relieving stress, but you can and
should learn to work through your emotional
response and identify productive paths to
address the situation itself.

Psychological hardiness is different
for everyone, but there are some common
strategies you can use to help you develop
yours. These are generally known as “The 3 Cs
of Hardiness.” The first is challenge; individuals
that exhibit strong psychological hardiness
perceive problems as challenges rather than
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threats. This simple change in perception
encourages the use of resources to overcome
the circumstance rather than trying to avoid it.
The second is control; while it is impossible to
control every situation, it is possible to adjust
your own reactions and attitudes towards
challenging situations. By focusing on what
can be controlled, you will feel empowered to
make the best out of the situation you are in.
Finally, the third is commitment; hardiness is
exhibited in individuals who persevere in spite
of obstacles or failures.

This holiday and finals season, don't
just strive to get through it—challenge yourself
to use “The 3 Cs of Hardiness” to overcome
adversity and thrive in the midst of obstacles.

ILLino1s Tech Robotics to host FIRST
Robotics Competition Kickoft

Kori Bowns
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

For over a decade, Illinois Tech
Robotics (ITR), an IIT student organization,
has been supporting science, technology,
engineering, and math education through
many partnerships with FIRST Robotics.
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) is an international
organization that hosts a variety of levels
of robotics events and competitions for
students in elementary school through high
school, allowing them to be exposed to
science, engineering, business, and teamwork
experiences before entering college.

One branch of FIRST competitions
is the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC),
the highest level of competition offered, in
which thousands of high schools across the
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world compete. The competition is unique in
that a new challenge is presented each year
to students. The yearly challenge is unveiled
at the same time to all participants, and from
that moment, teams have only six weeks to
construct a robot that can compete in the
challenge. After those six weeks are concluded,
the work that teams can do on their robot is
very limited. Following this build period,
seven weeks of competition events are offered
at venues across the world, including one
nearby at the UIC Pavilion.

[llinois Tech Robotics students assist
FIRST in planning their competition season
by hosting one of hundreds of kickoft events
in early January, where teams come together
to watch a live broadcast detailing the year’s
challenge as well as pick up a kit of parts they
can use to construct their robot. This years

Chicago kickoff, one of two events in Illinois,
will be hosted by ITR and will take place on
Saturday, January 9 in Hermann Hall.

Student members of ITR are entirely
responsible for planning the event, which will
have high school teams traveling from all over
[llinois to visit ITT. Students from Illinois Tech
Robotics are coordinating with local engineers
and team mentors to construct a playing field
for teams to look at and will also be hosting
various workshops on fundraising, public
relations, and mentorship. ITR students are
also recruiting volunteers to help ensure the
success of the event. Volunteers will be assisting
teams with checking in, navigating workshops,
and inventorying the kits they receive.

Students who are interested in
volunteering for the event can contact Tiffini
Tobiasson at ttobiass@hawk.iit.edu.
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WIIT offers $105 Amazon wish list in logo design contest

Reno Waswil
TECHMEWS WRITER

Entreprenairial = creativity 1z
something the members and ewecutives of
WIIT have a strong drive in enconraging. Thiz
1:a motive n line wath thar social sahis as
a comroundty of antonomons and dedicated
mernbers and Dz They put a great deal of
them sebres and their time and energy into
thar shows and what they give to this fation,
almost soleby for the purposes of promotng
ther own unique vidon of what the sation
shonld be.

Thiz drive 1z the central motivating
force behind the WIT Logo Dedgm Contest.
WIIT has decided that it would be in the
oIganizations creative intaest and more

alignad with the central virtues of the dation to
solicit dudent mbrmizaons for a remagpning
of the sation loge and offer a lucrative prize
for their appraciation. Bemuse Finance Board
forhids the handing-out of monetary prizes in
combests hke these, WIIT iz offening the net
hest thing: the bupng of the contantzof 2 $105
Arnazon wizh list if they win from the Stodent
Activity Fund.

The orgamization is locking for
desgns they can use on recruifrnent banmers,
stickers and prizes for the upcormng Spring
01e  Semester WIIT doemt necesmrily
want a new logo abogsher consAderng the
pronunence of the ourrent one, but they do
want a new way of comweyance In oan epe
catching and crative way with some of thar

Circle K announces toy

Ricardo T orres
TECHMEWS WRITER

With the Thanksgiving =nd
Christrnas holidsy s coming ap. Circe E has
been busy planning social evert s where every
student 1z welcome to take part. These sooal
events wae discussed at the axth general
body mesting that took place on Thor sday,
Movernber 1%, and 1t was hosed in Wishnick
Hall room 115

The mesting began az the Cincle E
Freadent Panl Nagtalon called the meding to

QED: The Ethical Debaters send

Rene Wamwil
TECHMEWS WRITER

Ethic: Bowl 15 an ethical disoissiom
and debate competiion for undergraduates
that 1z organtzed yaarly by the Association of
Practical and Profesdonal Ethics. It offically
hegins early in Septernber when the assodation
relemses the case packet of 15 cases, ontlining
controversal and thought-provoking topics
wihich are roany tirnes based on current events
and news sonies, The bowl then proceed s untl
the winming tems from the regional bowls
fromn around the nation meet for the Mational
Ethic: Bowl to determine which insitation
and which teatn is more intdlectually mgoro:
and capable of both forming and jusifying
thar sthical conclusons.

Saturdmy, Moweraber 14, Illincis
Tachs team, made up of Feno Wasal Alice
Arnell, and Todeor Ifarkone, and their coaches
Edly Laas (JIT% Ethics Center Librarian)
and Asiz Fern (Sawnier Bellow Philosophy
Professor and past Ethic: Bowd contestarnt),
made the hour journey to MITT to put ther
two and a halfl monthe of rdentles: ingeroity
and arguing to use at the Midwestern Fegional
Ethic s Bowd competition . The team 1z made up
of metober s from the organtzation OED: The
Ethical Detaters, who among otha things
that encourage philosophical discuszgon and
ethim] inquiry on caropus, train endlessly for
this. Though the masirnnm tearn count for this
event 1z five student s phis one alternate, it was

not out of the crdinary to sze tearn s of three

W

order, then themanbers stood up and to gether
they recited the Circle E Fledge that remnind:
themn to help the comrounity through serace,
leadership and felloweship. A video was then
Plaved that was titled "What 1z community
sarvice?’ Thiz wideo informmed the stdents
about the impact that they could make in
the hife of somenne else by helping them. It
rernindsd thern that commmmmaty service could
be done in roany different ways and something
simaple as malang someone sole conld go a
Teally long wey.

After the video ended, the upoomming

and four competing, and even dominating at
the mest. Despite thiz Ilinois Techis team of
thres sadly, did not make the cut, loang all
fonr ofthe rounds that day.

Each round saw two teams atting
opposite one another with their coache: and
mdges on the ddelines offening themn rnoral
mpport and croficiam. At the begnning of
gach romnd, the moderator wenald introdace
themsebres and wonld then allowe the judges
and teams: to speak on ther background:
and qualifimtions az well Each round would
consist of two cases from the packet, one per
tearn. All the regionals across the nation use
the mme case packd, tut the Midwes wa:z
only responable for the first 12 cazes,

Though all the teamns would kmow
and would have practiced all the necessary
cazes the past couple of months no team
would know exactly which cass they would
Teceive at any given tims, of what the amct
question they wonld hawve to answer would he.
Thiz iztheaggremting factor of thiz procedurs,
heranse sometimnes the quesions woald be
only wagndy rdated to the case itzdf. Take
the caze"Ant-Vamx Tax! which proposed a fax
on those who refiused to give their choldren
Ifeades, Ifamps. and Eubella vwaccines,
where the question ashed to what extent the
governrnent could force farmlies to undergo
medical tremtrnents despite the fact that
varcines would not be conadered freatment s,
and so wonld only bossly pertain fo the cass.
FEeprezentatives of cach region will write the

pertinent information: portals through which
somneone can bsten to the szbors comtent
(tune-in app other rmdio apps. webate), where
the Aation islocatad, the sudio phone romnber,
ernail addresses, social media connections e,

The twao novel sicker dedgns the
sation had this past seamester really showeed
a face of the saton that they wish o present
more in the future, and in thar comrotment
to artistic excellence in an audio format, ths
offers an extm adasion to ecourage such
acellence na vinial contesd as wadl,

An addibon benefit of this contest
iz that it will also allow WIIT to showe off
the talents and ingemnty of sudent: 5o that
their works are given due praise. For that

Tamson, they also hope to keep a catalome

of these mibrsaons for use i the fubwe
All subrmszaon: will he nghtfully attnbuted
o the original arfists and the sation and its
cornrounity (D affiliates) will hold the mght
t0 1uze these designs in as far as they are hang
conveyed in 3 way respectful 4o the art and
artist who made thera,

I inteested, students mn find a
ollection of useful bgos and past sticker
defgns az well as the full set rules and
instruction = at bit hpfdesgnwit, The deadline
for this imitiative 1z Saturday, December &
at midnight: Between then and Mbondag
Decanber 7, station offidals will be choodng
the wanmer that wall asas mn makng this
CATOPILS 3 InoTe intaresting face.

drive, ice skating event

fundraising and socialevent s were discus sed A
fundraizer event that everpone can participate
in 1z the Holiday Toy Drive The parpose of
thiz fundraiser iz o that gifts can he hought
for chaldren who are not shle to recetve a pft
for Christrnas becanse of financial 1ssues. This
erent will fake phoe on the WTCC Bridgs on
Mowerber M, dunng lunchtime. A social event
that will take place during Than ksgiving Break
iz the Zoo Lights and Ice Slating event. Thiz
event 1z hovshed by Lincoln Park Zoo every pear
where the npoomming holidays are cdehrated
by tuming the park into a colordful scene

thongh the use of hright Chrismas lights and
derorations. Dunng the ame day, Circle K wall
also go ice skating and sAudents are wekome
even if they have not ice skated hafore beranse
a one-hour lesson wall be provided . There wall
be a $10 fee for adrmisdon and sdhate rental.
Thiz event will take phee on Friday Movember
.

To lamm aboit all the upcoming
erents or other information, Audents may dgn
up for the Gircle . emathng hist at dhnostech.
cki@groail com

team to regional Ethics Bowl

questions for oneother region, so teammn [hnois
Tech uzed the guestions that Laas one of
mid representatives, helped write for another
Teglon as practics

The moderator would flip a ooin,
one of the tearns wonld il it in the =in and
the winning tearn of the coin flip would
choose which school would present first
The moderstor wonld rewal the mae ask the
question, and gve sach teamn and the judgesa
oopy of hoth, The firs team wonld have three
roirztes to discuzs thelr argument amongst
themselwe: with only the additional henfit
of scratch paper handy and seven mimmtes
to answer the quertion. The second team will
have one minute to formoulate 2 Tesponse and
thres minutes to offer it, then the presenting
temrn will then have a one rinite council and
a three minte rebuttal. udges wall then hawve
a period to ask quesions and becanse of the
Fethom of backgronnds of thess judges. some
of the questions were more chantable than
athers.

Cases that IT wms responsble for
dismzsing "Holding Heritage Hostags!' "The
Indian Clhid Welfare Act” "Police Officers
Bill of Fights" and "Cartoon of Free-Speech
The judge: would give pointz to exch team
bazed off their parformancs and the winning
tearn woul he the one that the majority of the
madge: gave more points to, wath additonal
rules in place for dealing wath tes and for
choosing the teams that would be moving to
the national championship

Each of the three judgss would
distrbute pointson indtial pressntation (300 —
broken up mnta danty (100 comprehenznon of
central raoral dirnenaon: of the case (10, 2and
monAdertion of opposng posatons (100—
response o OpposAng theam's commmentary
(10, reponse fo mdges guesdons (100,
and corornentary on the other tearn’s indtial
presentation (100,

Though there wa: a snommages
@rlier that year to prepare teams especially
first-ear participants, to the process only one
of the official Ilhnei: Tech tearn, Ammdl was
ahle o cornrote fo Lowol Uhiverstty to attend
it, Perhaps nestt wear, they will have moze Tuck
In Organtzing appropiate himes that work sath
all the tearnrnatds schedules.

Howe that the competition is ower
and OED mernbers dor't have fo worry about
frepanng for nationals in Washington DiC
in the spring they can forns on their movie
screeming of the clasac "Tor Strangelove or
HowlI learned to #op Waorrying and Lovethe
Bornb,” on Thursday Decernber 3, at 7 pun.
in Wishrick Hall Auditorinra wath Carbdén
Iferacan Grill catering.

Comne ot and see thern, and lern
how to bea part of the teamn. Mext semnester,
they wall be worling on the mses for the
Bioethic: Bowl, and organizing ethics and
phibsophy talks and if possible another
"ipeed Diebating” mock Ethic: Bowl as they
had at the beginning of this sanester.

Do covarbesy of Xaly Logs
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Saint Baldrick’'s event raises over S6,000 for childhood cancer research

Kavleigh Stevens
COPY EDITOR

This past Friday, November 20, IIT
held the Saint Baldrick’s head-shaving event
in The Bog. Saint Baldrick’s is an organization
founded in 1999 that is devoted to raising
money for childhood cancer research. Since its
foundation, it has raised millions and millions
of dollars by having groups get together and
volunteer to shave their heads. This event has
been a tradition at II'T for many years, but this
year was a little different.

Usually, IIT holds the St. Baldrick’s
fundraiser and shaving in the spring. However,
this year, the organizers decided to hold it in
the fall so as to be able to focus more on their

spring event, Relay for Life. Also, there is a
national competition between colleges to see
which institution can raise the most amount
of money. This year, with the event held in the
fall, ITT was able to rank 8th in the country,
with a grand total of $6,703.20 raised.

Nine brave souls volunteered their
heads to be shaved and tried to raise money
from friends and family. There were four ladies
and five men getting their heads shaved. The
shavees were Carly Ilg, Holly Seiler, Isabelle
Romero, Christian Jones, Subarno Saha,
Dan Kosmas, Eric Schuette, Tyler and Noah
Grudowski. All nine of these participants tried
to raise money for the cause, and the highest
amount raised was by Carly Ilg, who, at the

time of writing, had $1,920 raised. The four
girls were all sisters in the Kappa Phi Delta
sorority, and the group raised the most amount
of money out of them all, getting around
$5,000 all together.

Many of these participants had taken
part in St. Baldrick’s shave prior, including the
highest fundraiser, Ilg, who shaved her head
once before. Both Noah and Tyler Grudowski
have shaved their heads five times in support of
childhood cancer. Also, the barber, performing
all of the shaving and cutting of hair, was
Cheryl Sikora, from Woodridge, Illinois, who
has participated in this event twice.

The organizer of this event, Anna
Chorazyczewski, was very pleased with the

turn out of this event. She mentioned that
even though the amount of money raised this
semester was less than previous years, the
average amount of money raised per person
significantly rose. Next year, she hopes to get
more involvement by inviting alumni to the
event and hopes to continue this tradition.
Along with the head-shaving, there
were raflles that took place to raise even more
money for the cause. There were ten prizes
in total, including gift cards to Bridgeport
Coftee, Forever Yogurt, and Freddies. 'There
was a DJ keeping the event upbeat and happy,
DJ Groovy OD. Overall, the event was a great
night and raised money for a worthy cause
through the participation of IIT students.

Fall Semester course evaluations accepting responses

Kori Bowns
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

One way that the university monitors
the quality and effectiveness of professors
is through course evaluations, which are
completed during the last few weeks of each
semester at II'T. Course evaluations allow the
university to identify outstanding instructors
as well as those who might need some
improvement to their classroom teaching.

During each semesters course
evaluation students have the

period,

opportunity to rate the classes that they've
taken in two major areas: the quality of the
instructor and the quality of the course. Each
question can be answered on a scale of one
through five, with five being outstanding. In
addition to the quantitative measure of quality,
students can also leave comments as feedback
for each section.

Students may fill out their course
evaluations for the current semester by visiting
the Academics tab on MylIT. From there,
students can click on the course evaluation
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channel and choose a class to evaluate.
Throughout the process of evaluating courses,
students’ identities remain anonymous to
promote more genuine responses without
WOTrrY.

In addition to helping the university
determine the strengths and weaknesses in
our faculty, course evaluation results are also
made available to students. When registering
for classes and choosing between professors,
students can access previous course evaluation
results by visiting the Academics tab on MylII'T,

scrolling to the Academic Affairs Student
System channel, and then clicking on “Search
Course Evaluation Results.” From there,
students may search previous years of course
evaluations, filtering by course or by professor.

Evaluations were made available
and announced to students via an email
on November 16 and will close on Sunday,
December 6, the day before finals week begins
at the university.
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Princeton, IlLinois Tech, U Chicago host quantitative trading conference

Shachi Sayata
TECHNEWS WRITER

November 7 was a pivotal day for
all quantitative trading enthusiasts since it
marked the day of perhaps the most important
conference in the field. Princeton University,
[llinois Institute of Technology and University
of Chicago collaborate twice a year in order
to organize this highly-intellectual event.
This fall, it was conducted at Illinois Tech’s
downtown campus and was attended by a
large number of students from all over the
country. The speakers of this years conference
included the whos who of the finance industry
like Blair Hull from Hull Trading Company,
Daniel Nehren from Citadel, Ingrid Tierens
from Goldman Sachs and Jess Stauth from
Quantopian to name a few.

It was a great learning opportunity
for all students and was meore like an
intensive trading workshop than just merely
a conference. A wide array of subjects were
explored during the conference like risk
management, quantitative modeling, high
frequency trading, and algorithmic trading.
It had three intensive sessions conducted by
over 20 speakers. A detailed brochure was
provided at the beginning of the conference
to all attendees that contained information
regarding the speakers as well as their topic of
presentation.

The keynote speaker Micheal
Li acted as the session chair and provided
the attendees with a brief overview of the
conference. This was followed by a presentation
titled “Execution as a critical component of the
investment process” by Daniel Nehren, who is
the Managing Director at Citadel. He spoke
about how the liquidity landscape today has

QUANT
TRADING

become more complex than before because
of the number of instruments in the market
and interlinked factors that influence these
instruments. Technology has indeed made
things more sophisticated but there remains
a critical need to acquire a holistic view on
liquidity. At the end of the day it all boils down
to a single question, “Who has more alpha?” He
was able to distinguish between the execution
strategies on the buy side and sell side and
emphasized on the importance of having a
good execution strategy. He remarked, “Unless
finance ends, you always have to do execution.
You always have to do it and you always have to
do it better”

Blair Hull, who is on the list of “Wall Street’s 25
Smartest Players” by Worth Magazine, was also
a speaker at the conference. He spoke about
market timing and the influence of big data
and machine learning in the finance industry.
He declared, “Just as it was considered
irresponsible to time the market in the last
30 vears, it will be considered irresponsible
to NOT time the market in the next 30 years”
His presentation focused on how today, with
the aid of data science, we are able to be more
systematic in our trading strategies.
Theconferencealsohad international
speakers like Adil Reghai from Natixis who
showcased a strong parallel between modeling
in physics and finance. He explained that
although the two fields are similar, finance is
more dynamic than the counterpart. During
his presentation, he emphasized the idea that,
as traders, we must understand what and why
we are investing because in today’s landscape
there are black swans in the field of finance
everywhere. Thus, back testing is important,

but not enough.

Ingrid Tierens from Goldman
Sachs promoted the strategy of conducting
“structured experiments” rather than relying
on back testing to enhance the performance of
investor strategies. She emphasized that these
structured experiments should be randomized
as much as possible to obtain unbiased
conclusions. Though algorithm trading
strategies are the same and are well known
across the industry, they can we tweaked
significantly in order to achieve competitive
advantage.

The  conference had  vyoung
entrepreneurs like Christina Qi who is co-
founder of Domeyard, a high-frequency
trading firm that has a hedge-fund structure.
She focused her presentation on electronic
market making the importance of data
science in the field of finance. With the aid
of sophisticated data science technologies,
today we are able to analyze financial data
and provide clear predictions. There is thus
a necessity to do a cost-benefit trade-off
and think outside the box in order to obtain
efficiencies.

Lloyd Foster of Foster Colley spoke
on practical risk management. The field of
quantitative trading is an amalgamation of
concepts of economics and mathematics.
However, the most fundamental issue a
quantitative trader faces is the temptation
to sweep the economics aside when the
mathematics in the underlying model becomes
more interesting. He emphasized on the
importance of avoiding such instinct. Further,
there are limits that financial models have and

it is of utmost importance that these limits are
understood. He also explained the importance

of human intervention in the field of
quantitative trading, especially in case of crisis
where pre-specified procedures delegated to
pre-specified people must be followed.

There was an informal session
organized during the lunch titled “Women in
Quant Finance.” The speakers included Edith
Mandel from Greenwich Street Advisors,
Christina Qi from Domeyard, Jess Stauth
from Quantopian, and Ingrid Tierens from
Goldman Sachs. The speakers engaged in an
open discussion about their journey into their
specific roles, their motivation to work in a
male-dominated trading industry and their
learning experiences. They also discussed
their entrepreneurial journeys and factors that
were pivotal in their personal and professional
growth.

The conference was indeed a
memorable experience since it was able to
provide a holistic view of the quantitative
trading industry. The expertise and experience
of the speakers were unmatched. However,
to the dismay of attendees, it was impossible
to attend all of the sessions. The conference
is strongly recommended to anyone with
an interest in quantitative trading and
development. It is a great platform to facilitate
exchange of ideas and discover latest trends
in the industry. The speakers were open to
answer questions or concerns students had.
Most speakers were amazed about how well
prepared the students were and expressed their
desire to promote the conference as a great
place to recruit young talent. Students can
look forward to attending the next conference,
which will take place at Princeton University
during the spring semester.
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Husky Hog BBQ to close
Bridgeport location Wednesday

Kori Bowns
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Bridgeport is home to many IIT students,

best this writer has ever had.

A variety of homemade sauces also
complement the menu at Husky Hog, many
of which are still available for purchase during

the restaurant’s final week for enthusiasts who
cannot imagine a world without Husky Hog’s
classic barbecue sauce or Alabama sauce
(myself included).

The restaurant announced via
social media last Wednesday that its physical
location would be closing after their last
day on November 25. According to the
announcement, the popular Husky Hog food
truck will be returning to Chicago streets in
the spring of 2016. The announcement also
ended on a positive note, saying, “Husky Hog
BBQ will rise again, and it will be awesome!”

Since the announcement, the
restauranthas been attracting many customers
who wish to get a taste before its doors close.
During the evenings, Husky Hogs small
dining room has been full to capacity, even
during the city’s recent snowfall.

With only two days remaining
until the restaurant closes, members of the
IIT community have little time to swing by to
pick up their favorite recurring lunch order or
try Husky Hog BBQ for the first time. Either
way, the restaurant will surely see a great
influx of IIT guests during its final days, and
the food as well as the cheerful owners who
often manage the front counter will be deeply
missed.

and even those who dont live there often
visit the neighborhood’s local coffee shops
and restaurants. To the dismay of many
students, neighborhood favorite Husky Hog
BBQ will be closing its doors this Wednesday,
November 25.

Husky Hog BBQ began as a popular
Chicago food truck that opened a brick-and-
mortar restaurant at 335 W 31st Street in
Bridgeport during the summer of 2014. The
passionate owners and chefs at Husky Hog
brought southern-style barbecue to their
small neighborhood spot and quickly became
a local favorite.

Husky Hog's menu features a variety
of specialty sandwiches as well as portions of
pulled pork, beef brisket, shredded chicken,
and burnt ends that can be purchased in
increments of a quarter-pound, each coming
with slider buns. The restaurant also often
offered a variety of unique specials as well
as served baby back ribs every weekend,
occasionally selling out due to demand. In
addition to the delicious barbecue staples
that Husky Hog offered, the restaurants
side dishes rounded out the experience and
offered something for everyone, whether it
be macaroni and cheese, bacon baked beans,
hush puppies, or their tater tots, which are the

Photos by Kori Bowns













