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eehouse welcomes Katie Wirsing

for first installment of Pancalkes and Poetry

Reno Waswil
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The term “spoken-word poery”
perhaps conjures a parioular sort of imagery.,
Though the imagination may leap to amiddle
school poetry slam when encountered with
theidea, in practice, a spectator may makethe
closer association to the stylings of a standup-
comedian who is less, for lack of a better de-
scription, desperate for laughs

The students at IIT had the great
pleasure to see such stylings at last weelds in-
stalltnent of the biwedrly event Hawks Cof-
fechouse, which takes place at the MTOC WA -
comne Center on Thesdays from 7 pan, to 8pan,
FatieWirsing, a past perforrmer at IIT, gave an
enthusiastic dernonstration of sincere story-
telling and fascinating life experiences as the
sunset was blanketed in dark night and those
in attendance surveved the artistic culinary
delicacies on offer

This particular Hawks Coffechouse
was a special occasion, being part of a series of
Union Board events known as "Pancakes and
Poetr v where spoken word artists perform to
the keen gazes of the pacified audience busy
munching on pancakes and sipping coffee,
Wirsing was definitely a professional, and her

cornfort on and command of the stage were
undeniable. It did not go unnoticed either, as
this show boasted an attendance of ower S0
people, all crarmmed into the Wel cormne Center.

This was the third Hawks Coffee-
housesinee the start of the semnester in August,
The past two took placein the Pritzker Club,
located right nect to the Welcome Center, as
the model of the addiion to the campus was
¢ill on display and blocking the area where
the artists would be performing. Due to the
inconverdence of the object in that location
to events sudh as the coffediouse as well as to
the munerous other caemoenies and speeches
happening that were planning on using the
area, the model was finallv moved to the space
in front of the television betwean the Priteka
Club and the post office,

This performance was definitely
mole wdcoming though, Dannielle Eoer, a
past programmer of the event, complim ented
the publicity of this event. Bven as of the day of
and subsequent days after the event, the back-
ground image of the Dlineis msttute of Tech-
nology: Admitted Undergraduate Facebook
mToip wasits advertisernent poster,

When the hour hit, Wirsing held off
her show for a few minutes sothat thelongline

at the catering table could have ime to shed
down as people settled in. That point didnt
seern to come until all the pancakes were gone
and more and more people seaned to be shiud-
fling in at a constant rate, and so. about ten
minutes past the hour, it was decided that she
might aswell starther show.

The pancakes lasted untd around
720 pa., and the end of the last drops of the
coffee was not that far off, but there remained
plenty of chocolate and butterscotch chips for
those that needed to indulge during the show,

Wirsings performance  revealed
much about her personal life, such as her dog,
Lentil. who she takes with her to her many
destinations as a professonal performance
artist who is rarely home, carrying her on her
person even in the plane, Infact, shewaswait-
ing, as Wirsing spoke. out in her rental car in
the parking lot, This didn't bother Lentil much
though, and heing the kind of dog she wag
she didn't care in the slightest and just slept
through.

Wirsing also spokea greaf deal about
her high school experience, her being the only
ot leshian in the school. This meant she had
somewhat of a large irnpact on her fellow
classmates when her reunion came around, to

the point that they refared to Ler af her there
as their Tesident lesbian celébrity” She also
talked about her grandfather’s death and her
srandmother’s disapproval of just about every-
thing she had done in her life, and she spoke
aboitt all of this with such touching emotion
and yet sormuch positive energy.

It was difficult to distinguish be-
tween what was prepared material, her actual
poery, and what was just off-the-cuff, at least
until quite a ways through each of the poems,
when a certain rhythm and presentation style
could be detected.

At the end, the programma Eeno
Fera-Dhicatt concluded with the fraditional
questions to the audience about the perfor-
mance, about the programming or ganization
Union Beard (UBY, and about variows other
events happening around the school, He also
announced the next date and arfist of Coffee-
house to he October 13, the day after the Fall
Eredk Monday off of school, and with Mash-
villebased singer-songwriter Ella Mae BEowern,
Hopefully, ever vone who missed the pancakes
at Wirsings show will come eatly enough to
zet whatever sweet and seasonal treat (apple
cider mayb e is dedded on at this Hawks Cof-
fechonse

Alternative Spring Break seeks support
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[ITs Alternative spring Ereak (ASE)
student organization is ready andraring to go!
With thetearn finally put togaher, fundraisers
are about to begin and applications for staff
members for the ip are open, ASE focuses
on service learning and team building through
tearmn meetings, numerous fundraisers, and
service events, all culminating with a tTip over
spring break to a Habitat for Humanity site
somewhere in the United States. Habitat for
Humanitvis a nonprofit erganization that aims
to previde a hand up. not a handout, to those
in need of a betta home  The Alternative
opring Break tearn will be working alongside
other Habitat for Humanity wolunteers, and

possibly even the futurehomeowner sthrough-
out the weel of spring break, The experience
is something students and staff members who
accompany the teamn never forget,

Astheirfirst fundraiser of thesdiool
vear, ASE ishosting a tip matching night at the
local sperts restaurant, Bodev's, on 314t and
Wells, just one block across the Dan Byan ex-
pressway, Take vour friends and walk over to
Fo kv’ on Thursday, October 8, anytime be-
tween 7o, and 2 arm, Make sureto mention
that vou are there to support IIT ASE, and by
all means, ipwell, since Rocky's will match all
the tpsreceived for ASE that night,

The IIT community will also see
the beautiful faces of the ASE 2015-16 team &
Farnily Weekends Purnpkin Laundi and Sun-

day Brunch, on Saturday and Sunday, Ocotober
17 and 18, respectively, Stop by the ASE table
during these eventsto pick up a smazzy souve-
nir, designed and laser cut by the creative and
handy members of the team, in exchange for
just a small denation. That fellowing Monday,
October 19, ASE will also have a table at Taste
of ITT, full of delidous desserts inspired by the
southern hospitality the 2014-15 ASE tearn ex-
perienced first-hand during their spring break
trip to Cabarrus County, Morth Carolina
Whether vou are on the tearmn, have not made it
on thetearn vet, were on a previous ASE feam,
or if vou just want to help, ASE would greatly
appreciate any help vou can provide,

If vou are a faculty or staff member
of the institution and are partoularly inta-

ested in the missdon of ASE, please apply to
becorne a faculty or staff member of the team.

Fiel fTee to check ouf the ASE page
on Hawklink at httpe/fit.collegiatelink, net!
orgarnizationfash, or on Facebook at htfps.
wwwlaceh ook com/ashiit. The application is
scheduled to dose on Thesday. October 20, at
11:58 pon. More information about applying
can befound on [T Today, o1 feel free to ernail
ash.iit@ernail oo,

ASE looks forward to reading all
voul applications. and is extremely grateful for
ever vone’s support. The ASE teamn would not
be ableto make a difference in this world with-
out the help of IIT studants, faculty, staff, and
Comunity,

RHA holds 'Sex Games' event to inform students
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The Eesidence Hall Assocdation
(EHA) held the "Sex Garnes this past Satur day
night. at 7 pn. in MeConmick Lounge in M5V
The event washdd to inform the student body
about sexual topics of conversation incuding
sexuality, STD awareness, consent, and more,
Adwertising had gone on for a while in the
window of EHAS office, and anticipation was
high and curiosity was arisen.

Manv people gathered, their
curiosity rising high, There were teams of
three or four people split up, and each team
hadte worneup with a narne, Mo st tearn s went
with sexual connotaions for their name, some
examnples being Eooplant Emeji, Stiff, and

Banana. Each teamn was then sent to one of the
four activities

The first actwvity was the Sexy
Commercials, There was a bag with sexual
objectsin them ranging from dildes to female
condorns, Bach teamn selected one object from
the bag, and then had six minutes to adeate a
cornrnercial for that object, The commercials
were graded on hilarity, content. and realism,
Most were hilariously funny, and some were
downright out of thisworld

The next activity was a Jeopardy-
stvle challenge, where two teamns faced off in
knowledge-based competition. There were
iy categories including "STDs and me "TIT%
got it and "Sexuality’ Each teamn won of lost
points based on correct or incerrect answers
and the top three tearns with thehighest point s
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were announced at the end of the compdtition,

The third activity was the Condom
otation, Thisstation hiad afake penis on which
tearmns selected one person to place a condem
properly onto. If the condom was properly
placed. the tearn would win one point, I it was
rather quick, they gained two points. Afta this
challenge was over, part two of the Condom
Station was taking a quiz on the history of
condoms and randem condem facts, There
were three levds of difficulty on the test, and
sevenn questions. Hach level had a different
point value, and the points weretotaled at the
end

Mext was the Genderbread Man,
This challenge was focused on sexuality and
differences in views It was a challenge like
pin the tail on the donkew, where there was a

‘Vandercool Livel’ large ensemble concert held in Herman Hall

sgpecttum of fanininity wersus masculinity.,
The teamn was given a tam ol phrase relafing
to sexuality, and the team had to decide where
to stick the genderbread man on the spectrumm,

Thefinal challengewas optienal, and
quite awlkward. In this challenge, the teams
chose one mermnber to go in front of everyone
and make the noises of a fake orgasm, Each
Iegpresentation was judged on funniness,
realisic values and crowd applause. Points
were gained, but they were only asa hoost and
the challange was optional.

Thiz program was helpful in
informing students about sexuality and sexual
tendencies. Students left with more knowledge
about 5TDs, sexuality, and more,

B

Photos by Reno Waswil




