LAST ISSUE

You're reading the last issue of
the semester, See you soon!

Kori Bowns
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

[llinois Tech Robotics (ITR) is a
student organization where members can
learn new things and build exciting projects,
as well as help others and make an impact
by inspiring children to pursue an interest in
science and technology fields. Each year, ITR
members take part in a variety of outreach
opportunities.

Over the past year, ITR students
hosted a youth robotics competition,
volunteered at 8 youth competitions,
coordinated a season kickoff event for high
school robotics students, and participated in a
variety of public outreach events. Students in
ITR have donated hundreds of hours of their
time this year to help thousands of younger
students learn about futures in science and
technology. The vast majority of ITR’s outreach
and volunteer opportunities work closely with
a youth robotics organization known as FIRST.
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JLlLino1s Tech Robotics volunteers at
FIRST Robotics world championship

Science and Technology (FIRST) was founded
in 1989 by inventor Dean Kamen with the
mission of showing students that science,
technology, and problem-solving are not
only fun and rewarding, but are proven paths
to successful careers and a bright future for
society. The organization achieves this mission
by offering robotics competitions for students
in elementary school through high school.
The competitions value not only gaining
engineering skillsand creating useful machines,
but also things such as good sportsmanship,
cooperation, teamwork, and something FIRST
calls “gracious professionalism,” a way of doing
things where students learn and compete like
crazy, but treat one another with respect and
kindness in the process.

This past weekend, ITR volunteered
at the final event of the FIRST Robotics season,
the FIRST World Championship held in St.
Louis, Missouri. The event took place in several
locations throughout the city, with different
age groups competing at different venues.
More than 15 thousand students attended the

event, as did thousands of additional parents,
mentors, supporters, and volunteers.

Illinois Tech Robotics sent a
delegation of 7 members to St. Louis to
volunteer at the event, which ran from
Wednesday, April 22 through Saturday, April
25. Members volunteered in a wide variety
of ways that helped further the program and
allowed them to interact with hundreds of
young STEM enthusiasts over the course of the
weekend. ITR’s volunteers primarily worked
with the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC)
championship, the highest-level competition
FIRST has available for high school students.
In FRC, a game challenge is announced at the
beginning of the year, and at competitions,
teams of three robots compete against three
other robots in a round-robin competition
followed by a playoff competition where
teams choose their teammates based on their
ranking.

ITR volunteers included referees for
the competition, field reset and repair crew,
scoring system software operators, awards
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assistants, and play-by-play announcers for
competition matches.

As always, ITR members enjoyed
volunteering their time to FIRST, and had a
great time working with the increased energy
and competition that comes with the world
championship event. Many of the ITR students
in attendance are alumni of the FIRST Robotics
program, which allows students to give back to
an organization that inspired them to pursue
science or engineering at IIT. ITR students also
get to meet high school students who might be
interested in attending II'T and participating in
ITR in the future.

Illinois Tech Robotics is a strong
and vital force in helping give students all
over the world opportunities to explore
innovative and exciting futures in the science
and technology fields. For more information
about Illinois Tech Robotics, visit their
website at illinoistechrobotics.org or join their
organization on HawkLink.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to promote student discussion
and bolster the IIT community by providing a
newspaper that 1s highly accessible, a stalwart
of journalistic integrity, and a student forum.
TechNews is a dedicated to the belief that a strong
campus newspaper is essential to a strong campus
community.

GENERAL INFORMATION

TechNews is written, managed, and edited by the
students of, and funded in part by, Illinois Institute
of Technology. The material herein does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Illinois Institute
of Technology or the editors, staff, and advisor of
TechNews. There willbe no censorship of TechNews
publication by the faculty or staff of IIT. Sole
authority and responsibility for publication and
adherence to the values set forth in this policy rests
with the TechNews staff. This paper seeks to bring
together the various segments of the Illinois Tech
community and strives through balance and content
to achieve a position of respect and excellence.
TechNews strives for professionalism with due
respect to the intellectual values of the university
and its community. All material submitted becomes
the property of TechNews, and is subject to any
editorial decisions deemed necessary.

SUBMISSIONS

TechNews is published on the Tuesday of each week
of the academic year. Deadline for all submissions and
announcements is 11:59 p.m. on the Friday prior to
publication. Articles, photos, and illustrations must be
submitted electronically to the TechNews website at
technewsiit.com.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The editors reserve the right to determine if
submitted material meets TechNews’ policy and
standards. For more information about our editorial
standards, please email assteditor@technewsiit.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor may be submitted by anyone,
but are subject to review by the Editor-in-Chief.
All letters-to-the-editor become the property of
TechNews upon submission. TechNews does not
accept or publish anonymous letters or stories.

ADVERTISING

Legitimate paid advertisements, from within
or outside the lIT community, which serve to
produce income for the paper, are accommodated.
TechNews holds the right to deny any
advertisement unsuitable for publication. Media
Kits are available upon request. Ad space is limited
and is taken on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Contact the Business Manager at business@
technewsiit.com for more information.

LOCAL & NATIONAL ADVERTISERS

To place an ad, contact us via email at
business@technewsiit.com.
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Vijai Baskar
COPY EDITOR

The Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) at IIT

| held their last general body meeting for the

semester on Wednesday, April 22 at the Siegel
Hall Auditorium. Rohit Agarwal, President
of IEEE @ IIT, also a final year Electrical and
Computer Engineering (ECE) student, took
proceedings of the meeting and spoke about
the transition of members within the executive
board as the academic year approaches its end.

Elections were held for the open
positions on the executive board earlier last
week and the poll received ample responses.
Agarwal announced the election results. The
board will have new members filling in for the
following positions — President, Vice President,
Programs Chair, Projects Chair, Membership
Chair, and Internal Secretary. There were still
a couple of open positions left which were not
filled up after the elections, namely, Treasurer,
and External Secretary.

Being part of the executive board
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Kori Bowns
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Sir Anthony Leggett received the
2003 Nobel Prize in Physics for his work
on superfluidity. Since then, he has been a
physics professor at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. His other titles and
achievements include being a member of the
National Academy of Sciences, the American
Academy of the Arts and Sciences, and the
American Physical Society. He was also
knighted by Queen Elizabeth Il in 2004 as a
result his progress and services to the field of
physics. Leggett was welcomed to IIT last week
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is not the only way students can contribute
to the organization. Most of these positions
have committees under them. This is an
excellent opportunity for students to get
administratively involved and also be a part of
the team. Committee members can learn skills
in managing events, financial expenses, and
projects. They can also gain experience on the
work carried out by executive board members
which will make them a strong contender in
the next elections. Students can sign up for
committees at ieee.iit.edu.

[EEE @ IIT will also be holding
their traditional barbecue event on Friday,
May 1, during the lunch hour on the Siegel
field. This will be hosted in collaboration with
the Material Advantage Professional Society.
This social event will aim at students coming
together and getting a chance to network with
their peers and faculty.

The Kinect project team also
showcased their work at the meeting. The
members of the project team explained what
they had achieved so far and what they hope
to do, to enhance their design and realize their
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final objective. The audience was later given a
chance to play with the developed application
and gain some hands-on experience.

The guest speaker for the event
was Mr. Patrick Murphy from Tech Global
Solutions who spoke about the various
technologies developed by their company
in the field of touch screens. Murphy
demonstrated two kinds of multi-touch
surfaces, spectrum and evolution, which help
overcome many disadvantages of the current
types of touch screens available. This product
would also work while working latex gloves,
which would make it practical for medical
applications. Also, these screens don't need any
drivers or calibration, which makes it easy to
install anywhere and also move it from place
to place, device to device. The attendees of the
meeting were also allowed to use these touch
screen devices and get a feel as to how they
actually work.

Anthony Leggett

to present a lecture on campus.

The 2015 IIT Physics Lederman
Lecture was titled, “Does the Everyday World
Really Obey Quantum Mechanics” and was
delivered by Leggett at 3:30 p.m. on Monday,
April 20, in the Perlstein Hall Auditorium.

Prior to the lecture, a discussion
and question and answer session was held
for physics students in Siegel Hall. As the
discussion began, topics ranged from technical
questions regarding Leggett’s research to more
conceptual questions. His thoughts on the place
of philosophy of science in a physics education
as well as the future of groundbreaking physics
discoveries were discussed as well.

After the question and answer
session, a reasonable crowd of students
representing a variety of majors and
backgrounds gathered in Perlstein Hall for
Leggett's lecture. College of Science Dean
Russell Betts introduced the speaker. Leggett’s
lecture included thorough descriptions of
several thought experiments from the realm
of quantum mechanics as well as the problems
that arise when principles of quantum
mechanics are applied to real life situations
as well as some resolutions and ideas for the
future of the field. A reception followed after
the lecture.

Photos by Kori Bowns
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End-of-semester Finance Board update

Jacob Aynessazain
SGA FINANCE BOARD CHAIR

Finance Board finished
out the semester with our last hearing on
Saturday, April 18. Advising was held the week
prior to the hearing, from Monday, April 13
at 12 p.m., until Thursday, April 16, at 6 p.m.
Over 56 organizations submitted proposals
that were considered for funding. Wed like to
share with you some statistics from the hearing
and others that help us look ahead through the
end of the semester.

Amount requested - $806,474.21
Amount allocated - $365,549.09

Programming 76.5%

Conference/Competitions 16.2%

Capital 5.7%

Operations 1.6%

Total  remaining for
events— $225,000 (approximately)

Looking at the statistics for the
upcoming semester, Finance Board was
able to follow its mission almost entirely,
by funding programs to impact student life
and student involvement at IIT. Like before,
we have continued to fund conferences and
competitions for organizations looking to
benefit their membership through real world
experiences, with the hope that they will bring

Fall 2015

what they have learned back to IIT. In the
near future, Student Government Association
(SGA) is looking to work with the Career
Management Center (CMC) about the greatest
impact of events that do not directly benefit
the IIT student community, events such as
conference and competitions, major specific
career fairs and other events. :
Look forward to sharing your
thoughts and ideas about what the Student
Activities Fund (SAF) should and should not
fund, through a survey that will be available
throughout the summer, into the beginning
of the Fall 2015 semester. The results of this
survey will be used as a tool while drafting the

ae@technewsiit.com

new mission of the SAE We highly encourage
you to voice your opinions to ensure you get
the most out of your IIT experience.

Finally, if you know of anyone who
you think would be a great addition to SGA's
Finance Board please send a recommendation
to IITSGAFinanceBoardChair@gmail.com.
Being a finance board advisor is a large time
commitment but can allow you to make
a large impact at IIT and give back to all
students and student organizations. Interested
parties should be familiar with the proposal
process, be capable of acting without a bias
and be prepared for a small interview that will
replicate the proposal process.

A&E

Netflix and Nachos top 16 summertime collection

Timothy Ayodele
TECHNEWS WRITER

Here at TechNews, we respect those
who, over the summer, utilize their resources
in order to get internships, advance their
education, or get a good job and make that
green. We also understand when that need to
just be a lazy slob kicks in, and all you want to
do is eat ramen noodles and watch Netflix, so I
put together a list of the top 16 movies to watch
to burn the day away. Keep in mind these are
the opinions of ya boy at N&N, and everyone
is entitled to their own.

16: “Charlie Bartlett”

Now this is a gem that you don't
come by often. Directed by Jon Poll, this movie
follows the days of a young Charlie Bartlett as
he struggles to find himself in public school. A
lot of crazy adventures (like selling prescription
drugs to students) ensue, and the whole thing
is simply a blast to watch.

15: “Bronson”

Does British hyper violence sound
appealing at all? Well “Bronson” throws you
right in the middle of a London bloodbath.
This biopic by Nicolas Refn depicts the various
debacles of London's most notorious prisoner.
Enough said.

14: “Underworld”

Though I have not seen this movie
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in quite some time, “Underworld” still holds
a special place in my heart for being that one
OG vampire movie. The battle of vampires
and Lycans (werewolves) has never been this
visceral in this Len Wiseman film.

13 “Django Unchained”

Personal gripes aside, Django isn't
awful. It has all the wit and action of a good
Tarantino movie with a star studded cast
to boot; however, it lacks the depth of a true
Quentin classic, along with the slight overuse
of some pretty distasteful humor. Overall,
this is a good watch, but the Quentin movie
coming up is even better.

12 :“Robocop” (OG)

You know that new Robocop
Hollywood force-fed us a couple years ago?
Throw that into a fire, ‘cause it’s got nothing on
the Paul Verhoeven OG Robo-badass.

11: “The Longest Yard”

A moment of silence for our dear
friend Adam Sandler. Oh Adam, it’s seemed
like after ‘06, you just lost the child-like humor
and delivery that made me love you in the first
place. Now all I'm left with is this eulogy to you
by Peter Segal that marks one of the last movies
of yours that I legitimately laughed at.

10: “Crank”

Jason Statham hyperviolence. Must

watch.
9: “Kill Bill” (vol.1 & 2)

LEONARDO DICAPRID
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THE WOLF

Now THIS is Quentin Tarantino
action done right. My God, the epic of The
Bride on her path to revenge is a sight to
behold. Glorious swordplay.

8: “Don Jon”

This movie is going to be real for a
lot of people, and nasty for a lot more. If you
want the hard truth with a dash of romance,
this Joseph Gordon Levitt movie is a classic,
but be warned: you will be uncomfortable.

7: “The Wolf of Wall Street”

This movie is the sole reason that
this is a top 16 list and not a top 15. So good I
had to put it somewhere. This Martin Scorsese
movie on the glamour and hype of the Wall
Street life is sexy, smart, clever, and soon to be
another Scorsese classic.

6: “Gladiator”

You've seen the rest, now watch the
best. There have been many, many gladiator
movies, but none have quite done it like this
one. A Ridley Scott flick that perfects a movie
archetype tried and failed by so many before.

5: “American Psycho”

Like Christian Bale? Like thrillers?
This movie is both, with the added bonus of
being hilarious. A Mary Hamon must watch.

4: “House of Cards”

You thought this whole list was
going to be movies, huh? It most cases, it
probably would be, but no list of Netflix greats
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is complete without House of Cards. This
political fiction is aggressive, riveting, and
about as exciting as Sunday night football, but
has the setting of C-SPAN. Yes.

3: “Bad Boys II”

Will Smith and Martin Lawrence are
the perfect combination of ball-busting cops.
Once you watch the Michael Bay classic, that
sentence needs no explaining.

2: “There Will be Blood”

To the untrained eye, this movie
seems like just another western. This is a grim
mistake. The dynamic of each character is
emotionally gripping and the movie constantly
has you asking for more. Do not sleep on my
boy Paul Thompson Anderson.

1: “Breaking Bad”

There is only one reason why
Bréaking Bad topples even movies for the
number 1 spot on this list; the show is
impeccable. Every season delivers and every
episode provides insight to the larger story.
Few shows have ever been able to pull of five
equally amazing seasons, a feat from Vince
Gilligan that is not to be ignored.

So there it is, 16 movies that you—
maybe even some buddies or that special
someone—can enjoy for an entire summer. It
was a great ride this semester, and we'll see ya'll
next year.
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