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Dean Himes responds to Humanities Department changes

Shreya Jha
LAYOUT EDITOR

In response to a previous TechNews
article on the recent changes in the Humanities
department, TechNews engaged in a conversa-
tion with the Dean of the Department of Hu-
manities, Dean Christine Himes.

Himes is the former Director of
the Center for Policy Research at the Max-
well School of Citizenship and Public Affairs,
serves on the Board of Scientific Counselors
for the National Center for Health Statistics,
and is a Fellow of the Gerontological Society
of America. She has also been an assistant pro-
fessor of sociology at Syracuse University, and
became a part of the IIT team in April 2014.

In the discussion, Dean Himes re-
sponded to the mentioned situations regarding
the decrease in the number of courses and a
decrease in variety.

“Humanities provides students with
the ability to think of complex ideas. Studies
in the topics of humanities helps enrich lives
in terms of work and personal growth. Col-
leges don't just prepare you for a job; they help
you grow as a person. Humanities emphasizes
critical thinking and values, and instills an ap-
preciation for art and creativity in all forms,”
said Dean Himes.

Dean Himes says that the current
and future academic years will observe a re-
duction in the course options. Many of the
courses in Humanities are taught by adjunct
faculty; adjunct faculty refers to the professors
who are hired for a temporary period to come
and teach about 2 courses a year. The Dean said

that the Department of Humanities will focus

on the permanent professors instead of the ad-
junct ones. “Some classes are really small in the
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IIT is one of the most generous
schools in the nation when it comes to provid-
ing students with Financial Aid packages that
meet their needs, and helping students finish

- school without worrying too much about fi-
npances. IIT, a private institution, is so com-
mitted to making sure students can afford their
tuition, that by the end of their college careers,
IIT graduates have paid less for a private edu-
cation than students attending state schools.
How is this possible?

It is possible because IIT has some
of the most generous givers in the world who

sense that they have less than ten students. The
department cannot afford to have such small
classes. It looks at all the courses offered, and
removes the ones with less than ten students.
This would mean that about 2-3 courses would
be cut off each semester because of low enroll-
ment’, said Dean Himes.

A number of students reportedly
face issues while registering for courses—these
issues pertain to which courses satisfy their
Humanities requirements. There are a number
of courses under topics related to philosophy,
history, communications, social sciences, and
more, which satisfy course requirements for
humanities. The department is trying to find
a way to make registration for such subjects
easier while working with the Office of the
Registrar. “For instance, all courses which sat-
isfy course requirements for humanities could
be listed under one group, or the courses sat-
isfying the humanities requirements could be
listed on the our website,” said Dean Himes.

While deciding on the type, time
and subjects of courses, the department looks
at the list of mandatory courses required for
the students majoring in topics which falls
under the Department of Humanities. “They
are our top priority, and then we look at what
other courses are available within the exper-
tise of our faculty. The humanities department
does have a certain understanding of the pat-
tern of popular courses. Over time, the courses
with more registered students were kept, while
new courses replace the less popular ones. Our
objective is to maintain a balance between
classes which satisfy student interests and the
mandatory courses required for academic pur-
poses within the humanities department,” said
Dean Himes. Certain courses are introduced
so that the students can continue their prog-

~ care-about the success of IIT students through-
out their education and even after, givers who

want to change the world by investing in us.
Student Engagement and Philanthropy Day is
a day where students show appreciation for the
individual donors who have contributed to the
financial relief many IIT students feel.

This is a day where Illinois Tech will
join more than 100 educational institutions
worldwide to participate in the third annual

- Student Engagement and Philanthropy Day

organized by the Council for Advancement
and Support of Education (CASE). The goal of
the program, which will take place at institu-
tions in the United States, England, South Af-

rica and Australia, is to educate students about

the importance of philanthropy and grow en-

ress through a subject. For example, the de-
partment offered Spanish 1, 2 and 3 in the past
semesters and is offering Spanish 4 to maintain
continuity of courses.

The Illinois Tech MediaRoom is an
online platform with news articles about IIT.
Illinois Institute of Technology has been de-
fined as a “technology focused university” in
the Illinois Tech MediaRoom. Digital Humani-
ties has become a new topic of discussion and
seems to be in favor of the general consensus
in a “technology-focused university.” “It is a
fairly complicated term. Even within the study
of humanities, people do not agree on its exact
definition. On one hand, it refers to the study
of subjects related to humanities and social
science using technology. For example, special
programs are used to study the word patterns
in the plays of Shakespeare. When people say
‘Big Data, they are actually implying the study
of Social Sciences with the aid of technology.
On the other hand, it refers to the impact of
technology on our world related to commu-
nication, relationships, etc. We do not plan to
introduce courses relating to digital humani-
ties based on the first definition. Our focus has
been more towards the second definition, the
impact of technology on the traditional sub-
jects of the humanities,” said Dean Himes.

In the Illinois Tech MediaRoom,
Himes has been quoted to say, “While much
effort has been put into training leaders in the
development of new technology, I believe it is
equally important to train leaders who under-
stand the role technology plays in our every-
day lives and in shaping society more broadly.
In that regard, Lewis College at Illinois Tech is
poised to play an important role in educating

students who will be the creative innovators of
the future.”

gagement opportunities on campuses., -
Students, you can participate by

joining the Office of Institutional Advance-
ment in thanking the extraordinary donors
and alumni for their contributions to Illinois
Tech and your education. There will be free
food, giveaways, and more planned for Thank
A Giver (TAG) Day 2015. Go to one, two, or
all of the events ranging from a Thank-a-thon
to a student trivia night and dance party! The
Thank-a-thon will take place from noon to 2
p.m. where you can sign banners at the MTCC
Bridge, Galvin Library, or Hermann Hall
While you'e at it, sign some cards to really
show IIT donors some love. The student party
will be at 7:30 p.m. at The Bog. Participate in
philanthropy trivia games and then dance the
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“At this point, I am working on the
projects which are already in motion and try-
ing to understand the process as a whole. We
are trying to focus on the introduction of Digi-
tal Humanities,” said Dean Himes.

Dean Himes says that she under-
stands that there are scheduling issues related
to the times of the courses. She says, “I defi-
nitely have to learn more about such schedul-
ing issues.”

Himes says that if she could make
one change in the department, she would wish
it would be easier for students to take more
classes in the humanities and social sciences
rather than just focus on their own major or
core topics.

Dean Himes had been an assistant
professor of Sociology at Syracuse University.
“In teaching, I try to make the subjects in-
teresting, relating them to the students. I ask
them a lot of questions. Sometimes the classes
tend to deviate from the original lesson plan,
but that’s okay. I don’t feel the compulsion to
stick to a lesson plan and my classes are about
sharing ideas and being involved”

“My experience at IIT has been ex-
citing. There certainly is a lot to learn when you
come to a new institution. There are new peo-
ple, a new culture. You have to find out where
the challenges are. I have been impressed with
the administration and the faculty with their
willingness to think about new ideas,” said
Dean Himes.

The conversation with Dean Higes
was indeed candid and informative; it was a
reminder that a two-way flow of information
at Illinois Tech is indeed possible.
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Students, do you know where the

money for your scholarships comes from? Or
the dollars that pay for some of the resources
you use every day? Take a moment out of your
day on Thursday, February 26, to learn how
philanthropy impacts your daily life. Finally,
students you can thank a giver by signing ban-
ners, cards, taking photos in our Thank-a-Giv-
er (TAG) Day photo booth, or saying a quick
thanks on camera. There will be free food,
giveaways, and more planned for TAG Day
2015.

Read more about the event at alum-
ni.iit.edu/tag, and don’t forget to “tag” your
TAG Day photos with #illinoistechtag.
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