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Andreea Beca
TECHNEWS WRITER

“Come one, come all to the Talon(t)
Show of the Year!” proclaimed the poster.

And they did come. By the time the
event was about to commence, The Bog was
packed with eager spectators ready to shout
their hearts out for some of the most driven
and talented students IIT has to offer. The
atmosphere was tense and thick, brimming
with sparks of nervousness and excitement.
“It makes me feel like I drank two double ven-
tis and I'm about to go skydiving,” admitted
Josh Harris, a competitor for the crown of Mr.
Hawk.

There were some quick and infor-
mative introductions during which the contes-
tants were hailed by the cheers of their friends
as they leaped onto the stage, and then came
the question round. Every contestant was
asked a random question. Some were heavy
and philosophical, like “What is the mean-
ing of life?” directed at Bart Dworak, who
answered slyly, “42” Other questions where
whimsical, like “What is the perfect midnight
snack?” to which Harris said dramatically, “An
Oreo. With milk. ‘Cause it makes me feel like
an astronaut.”

Next came four “Minute to Win It”
games, quick and fun party games that pitted
the contestants against one another. The first,
“Hanky Panky, involved removing tissues
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from a tissue box one-by-one. The person who
emptied their box first was the winner. Gus Al-
varez went up against his girlfriend, Brittany
Mead, in a contest of lovebirds. As a romantic
gesture, Alvarez gave Mead the chance to pull
the last tissue out of his box - but there turned
out to be many, many tissues remaining.

The second game was “Paper Drag-
on” and had Harris, Liz Pierce and Amy Zasa-
dzinski battle. The players had a roll of stream-
er material in each hand and had to wave them
around until both rolls were entirely unrav-
eled. In an intense match, Harris placed first
with Pierce at a very close second.

The third game, called “This Blows,”
involved each player using the air they blew
into a balloon to knock a row of cups off a
table. Melanie Standish faced her soccer coach,
Lauren Capuano, and emerged victorious. The
final game, “Movin' On Up,” pitted Dworak,
Billy Bafia and Irshad Hussain against each
other in a test of dexterity. Each player alter-
nated hands taking cups from the top to the
bottom of a stack until the red cup at the bot-
tom was finally on top, and Dworak claimed a
landslide victory.

The final round was the talent por-
tion, where each contestant had the chance not
just to shine, but to glow. Up first was Bafia,
who admitted that his talents lay primarily in
the water but nevertheless made the audience
rollick with uncomfortable laughter at some
well-timed raunchy jokes. Hussain caught

d Ms. Hawk con
S winning contestants

us off guard by singing and dancing to slow-
paced Bollywood music that suddenly turned
up-tempo, with a switch to vibrant dance
moves. Dworak pulled D] Ade Maron out
of her desk as a partner in an eclectic mix of
dance styles with a humorous twist. Standish
showed off her tap-dancing skills in a spirited
whirl of a dance. Pierce demonstrated her pas-
sion with some clever puns of her own creation
and was quick to point out the abundance of
talon-ted people on stage. Zasadzinski per-
formed a heart-pumping stomping routine in-
volving both hands and feet. Harris pulled on
a black hoodie that obscured part of his face to
obtain the proper aesthetic and rapped an in-
spirational poem about Mr. Hawk and the col-
lege experience. Capuano claimed she did not
have a talent, then proceeded to surprise ev-
eryone with a dance style that stood out from
the crowd. Alvarez and Mead closed the talent
round with their best rendition of "A Whole
New World” from Disney’s Aladdin.

Then, finally, came the moment of
truth: the voting round, when the winners
would be chosen by the crowd. The original
text voting setup was overwhelmed by the
sheer number of votes, so a less technological
method was employed: that of shouting. There
were concerns over choosing the most popular
competitors this way, but in the end the ec-
static cheering for each and every contestant
raised the spirits — and the emotional stakes -
of the competition.
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There was a clear winner for each
category: Irshad Hussain for Mr. Hawk and
Lauren Capuano for Ms. Hawk. Both were
crowned regally and rewarded with a sash and
Chicago Bulls tickets. Every contestant was
given a t-shirt for their talent and dedication.

“I feel honored to be crowned the
[IT Ms. Hawk 2014, and Id like to thank Po-
lina Batchkarova for helping me coordinate
my dance, said Capuano on winning the silver
Ms. Hawk tiara.

“It makes me feel like I am the hap-
piest person on Earth. Thank you, IIT, for
hosting such an event. I am so humbled and
welcomed by friends here.” said Hussain, tears
brimming in his eyes with a large golden crown
perched askew on his head. He could not have
been more moved by his victory.

Thus the night ended on a high note,
thanks to the efforts of all involved: MCs Aki-
nade Aderele, Andreea Beca, and Michael Wu,
D] Ade, photographers Kyle Gray and Andreea
Beca, and most of all, the talented contestants

- and enthusiastic spectators.

“I really enjoyed the talent portion
of the competition...The location was suitable
and the prizes were great. Overall, great job!”
praised audience member Bryanna Mcneal.

For one night at least, the student
community united in a celebration of school
spirit and II'T’s many diverse talents.

Photos by Andreea Beca and Katy Banks
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It is no surprise to IIT students that
the undergraduate student body is composed
of 3,099 students. However, when students are
told that the graduate student body is com-
posed of 4,799 students, all of a sudden jaws

| begin dropping! Typically, the undergraduate

population is larger than the graduate popula-
tion in universities. This scenario is unique to
IIT. Actually, the gap between graduate and
undergraduate enrollment is a lot smaller than

| it used to be. Only 3 years ago, in 2011, the

undergraduate enrollment was 2,714 and the
graduate enrollment was 5,073. This is a huge
difference. When I first came across these
numbers, I was a bit surprised. Ithought there
were more undergraduate students since I'm
constantly around them (and one of them).
Turns out, there are a lot of graduate students
at IIT, which makes sense for an academic
based school like ours.

According to the IIT 2014 Annual
Report, undergraduate enrollment is steadily
increasing at a reasonably pleasing rate. The
goal, as mentioned in the 2014 report, is to
have an undergraduate enrollment of 4,000
students within the next five years. That means
that by 2019, IIT wants to have an undergradu-
ate student body of 4,000 students. As a uni-
versity, we are currently at 3,099 students, so
it seems like IIT should be able to achieve this
goal rather easily.

Out of curiosity, I googled “top 10
ways to increase enrollment in a university.”
I read the first three articles that popped up.
The first article was called “How can colleges
increase enrollment while also raising their ac-
ademic profile?” Although this article focused
on increasing enrollment while maintaining
a high academic profile, it provided me, the
reader, with some interesting strategies on
how a university can achieve both goals. Out
of a list of many strategies, the top three that
stuck out to me were the following: Increasing

scholarship levels, stressing off-campus oppor-
tunities, and developing high profile academic

majors or new majors. I noticed that these
three strategies revolved around the same
three themes the other bullet points revolved
around. These themes are scholarships, expe-
rience, and academic originality.

The second article was called, “How
Colleges and Universities Can Increase En-
rollment with Hyperlocal Marketing” When
I first came across this my first thought was,
“What on Earth is hyperlocal marketing?”
Well, the article explained it quite well. The ar-
ticle mentioned that hyperlocal marketing is “a
digital marketing strategy that targets a specific
audience within an equally specific location”
One of my favorite examples from the article
is Toyota. Toyota sells cars whereas IIT sells
an education. However, they both share the
common ground of wanting a higher customer
base. In the example, Toyota attracted 28,000
internet users as customers in San Francisco
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alone, through hyperlocal marketing. The ar-
ticle goes on to say that on average, businesses
that implement a personalized marketing style
see an increase in sales of 19%. That’s signifi-
cant when your revenue runs in the millions or
billions.

The last article was called, "6 sur-
prising factors that affect a college search.” The
six factors the article mentions are the follow-
ing:

1. Financial Aid and Program Reputation

2. Your website is a Treasure Chest

3. Don'’t stop the presses, print isn't dead

4. Students understand marketing more than
you think

5. How do students use orientations?

6. How many deposits do students make?

After reading these articles, I noticed
that there are clear trends in the marketing
world going on at the moment. Not only are
businesses using digital marketing, but so are
universities in order to increase enrollment.
Each article provided different key factors that
go into raising the enrollment of a university.
The first article discussed scholarships, expe-
rience, and academic originality. The second
discussed hyperlocal marketing. The third,
and final one, discussed scholarships, market-
ing, and experience. So, what’s the conclu-
sion? In order to increase enrollment at IIT,
according to the first three articles on google,
we need to offer scholarships, market in many
ways, and offer a once in a lifetime academic
experience. Now that we know the formula to
increasing enrollment, the next question that
comes to.mind is, “Are we using the formula?”

IIT has a variety of Facebook pages
ranging from every student organization on
campus to every department on campus. IIT
even has a link explaining why Social Media is
important. You can find the link here: http://
blogs.iit.edu/iit_web/social-media-2/social-
media-guide. On the same IIT blog, responses
to a survey done in October 2012 reveal what
prospective students, current undergraduate
students, current graduate students, and cur-

rent faculty thought about the IIT Website.

As mentioned in article three, websites are an
important part of the formula in increasing
the enrollment at a university. Based on the
survey, the majority of prospects, students, and
faculty traveled through the website with ease.
All in all, I'd have to conclude that IIT has a
strong website and social media presence, but
we can always aim for more.

At IIT, 97% of students receive some
kind of financial aid. Let’s just say if youre a
student at II'T, you probably have some kind
of financial aid. This isn't an area of concern
when looking at the formula I researched.

Finally, we reach the experience.
Experience is a tricky factor to incorporate
into any formula. The reason it’s tricky is, be-
cause you cant really quantify an experience.
Yeah, you have to pay tuition, but when it
comes down to it, your tuition doesn't deter-
mine what you take away from IIT after your
four years, but your experience does. Based
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on studentsreview.com, 52.7% of students
would choose to return to IIT, whereas 47.3%
wouldn't. However, the education quality was
graded a B, the social life was graded a C+, ex-
tracurricular activities were graded a B-, and
the location was graded an A. Overall, IIT re-
ceived a B-. These grading and values come
from 94 surveys taken by IIT undergraduate
students, the graduate students rated their
experiences much lower. From those 94 stu-
dents, we can see that about 50% of students
enjoyed their experience, and the other 50%
didn't. A good question to ask is, “Who are
these students ,and how can we better their ex-
perience at IIT?”

With these factors mostly met and
satisfied, it's no wonder why the II'T undergrad-
uate student body has been steadily increasing
since 2009. In 5 years, from 2009-2014, the
undergraduate student body has increased by
434 students. However, the graduate student
body, from 2009-2014, has decreased by 239
students. This means that over the last 5 years,
the overall IIT student body has increased
by 194 students. Let’s refer back to the goal,
4,000 undergraduate students by 2019. Within
five years, IIT has been able to achieve an in-
crease of 194 students overall, with an average
increase of about 38.8 students per year. The
average increase for undergraduates, these last
five years, has been 86.8 students per year. The
incremental changes are the following: 2009-
2010, 63 new students, 2010-2011, 112 new
students, 2011-2012, 87 new students, 2013
2013, 125 new students, and 2013-2014, 173
new students. From the incremental changes
per year, it is easy to see that in the last three
years, the IIT undergraduate enrollment has
been increasing steadily. But, at the same time,
the graduate enrollment has been steadily de-
creasing. What does this mean for graduate
students?

And now we've hit the grand finale!
I have two challenges for you reader! The first
challenge is to make a friend with someone
who may not be having the best experience at
IIT, and make their experience better. Invite
them for coftee, invite them for lunch, build a
robot together, whatever works for your style.
And, if you're one of those people not enjoying
your experience, youre probably not reading
the newspaper right now, but if you are, I'm
leaving my email at the end of this article, and
would love to hear your thoughts over lunch
sometime. The second challenge I have for you
is to answer the following question: Do you
think IIT will make it? For everyone reading
this article, based on the information provid-
ed, do you think IIT will reach its goal of 4,000
undergraduate students by 2019? Also, do you
think the emphasis on the undergraduate en-
rollment is leaving the graduate enrollment
hanging? A simple yes or no works, but if you
want to add why, that’s always welcome! Let
me know what you think by emailing your re-
sponse to zortiz@hawk.iit.edu. I look forward
to hearing from my favorite readers!

“Al MAN

business@technewsiit.com
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Lack of Humanities options stifling creativity

Shrevya Jha
LAYOUT EDITOR

[llinois Institute Technology has
seen a recent decrease in the options offered
as a mandatory humanities or social scienc-
es course.

Yamen Alshawaf posted on the
‘llinois Institute of Technology: Admitted
Undergraduate’ page on Facebook, “Does
anyone know who is responsible for the
humanities classes in IIT, because there is
nothing interesting offered this spring se-
mester and only 4 classes are offered (300+)
of which, two of them are already closed...
What is this?!”

Jacob Wall adds, “I had registered
for the Graphic Novels course for Spring
2015. But I can’t even find that class any-
more. Can they remove a class just like that?
I can’t even register for Humanities classes
that interest me anymore.”

The lack of class options is a grow-
ing concern for the students at the univer-
sity. In response to this problem, Brandon
Simons is currently working on a project to
introduce a course related to material stud-
ies as a Humanities course, as a member
of the Student Government Organization
(SGA). Does his major or specialization
relate to material studies in any direct or
indirect way? No. One of the responses he
received while talking about the possibility
of introducing the course was that the Hu-
manities department is removing some of
the existing courses due to a cut in budgets
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for the department, therefore there is no
possibility of adding a Humanities course.
The reason for the budget cuts was said to be
the diversion of energy and funds towards
the technological aspect of the school.

So what would be the benefits
of focusing energy and funds towards the
technology aspect of the school? I infer that
it is based on the logic that if you're good
at something, then you should strive to be
the best at it. This would give one a single
primary focus in life. But there is a fine line
which exists between focusing on your in-
terests and a having tunnel vision. By nar-
rowing down the available options in the
Humanities course to such an extent, the
students are now being geared for tunnel vi-
sion.

In the consistently evolving and
the now hyper-connected world, university
graduates cannot simply fall back on their
diplomas and single letters on their tran-
scripts which define their intelligence. In
the everyday decision making process and
the work environment, one has to rely on
what they know—the knowledge and expe-
rience they have or had gained outside their
major specific courses matters. Humanities
courses would be one component of your
overall personal growth because it embeds
in you a deeper understanding of human na-
ture—why and how people behave the way
they do. This skill is constructive in a work
environment while interacting with a range
of people.
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If focus on technology is the rea-
son funding has been cut down for the Hu-
manities Department, Digital Humanities
should have been considered as an option.
Scholars at Stanford University are work-
ing on humanities projects using tools like
3-D mapping, geospatial systems, electronic
literary analysis, digitization, and advanced
visualization techniques in their research.

Apart from giving students a
deeper understanding of the human thought
process and giving them the tools required
to analyze difficult situations, what else does
humanities do? The human brain has the
capacity for an extraordinary level of cre-
ativity, which is undermined by the shifting
of fine line, which differentiates specializa-
tion from a tunnel vision. For students who
aim to be the future innovators and leaders
in their field, narrowing down their options
simply leads to creating a tunnel vision, giv-
ing them fewer opportunities for those pos-
sible “Eureka” moments.

An article in the New York Times
by Verlyn Klinkenborg discusses the under-
mining of humanities as a course in higher
education as well: “The teaching of the hu-
manities has fallen on hard times. Under-
graduates will tell you that theyre under
pressure—from their parents, from the bur-
den of debt they incur, from society at large
—to choose courses they believe will lead as
directly as possible to good jobs. Too often,
that means skipping the humanities.”

Howard Thurman said, “Don’t ask
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yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself
what makes you come alive and then go do
that, because what the world needs is people
who have come alive” Isn't that what our
courses are supposed to be about? A series
of progressive options from which we, as de-
finers of our own life can choose from, and
not a narrow set of pre-defined mandatory
classes. I say mandatory, because based on
the limited options in humanities and the
schedule of courses related to our majors,
we do not have much of an option.

Humanities as a mode of learning
should be and can be so much more than
just a set of mandatory readings each stu-
dent has to undergo as a rite of passage dur-
ing their educational development at Illinois
Tech. It is the perfect mode to explore and
understand the human experience. A course
in another language might help me gain ap-
preciation for a different culture. Reading a
book about a completely different side of life
might help me empathize with people and
understand them while assessing situations.
Interacting with different materials might
give me the joy of experimenting and under-
standing them while making their possible
application in my own major.

As Klinkenborg said, “Writing well
isn’t merely a utilitarian skill. It is about de-
veloping a rational grace and energy in your
conversation with the world around you”

In conclusion: Options matter.
Personal growth matters. Humanities cours-
€s matter.
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PSA dance, henna night lands in the Bog

Shireen Gul
COPY EDITOR

Pakistan Student Association (PSA)
held their first event, ‘PSA Dance and Henna
Night' at The Bog on the evening of Thurs-
day, November 13. This was their first event
this semester and they seemed to be very ex-
cited. The Bog was decorated beautifully with
party streamers, cutouts, and wall decorations.
There were tables set up for henna and a table
for sign-up. A long line of people was waiting
in front of the sign-up table, ready to get their
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Vijai Baskar
COPY EDITOR

The Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers (IEEE) at IIT hosted the
barbecue event for all students and staff. This
event is held every semester, typically during
the last half of each. It was held on Wednesday,
November 5, in the Siegel field. The turnout for
this event was fantastic as it was attended by
students from various departments and it went
on until they ran out of food.

The IEEE barbecue event was one
of the last few events that will be happening
with the organization this year as the semes-
ter comes to a close. The other main event for
this month would be the general body meeting
which will be held on Wednesday, November
19 at the Perlstein hall auditorium. Expect to
see a quick overview of what IEEE has done so
far during the semester and what they hope to
do during the next.

The special guest for the event is
most likely to be Robert Burke, branch men-
tor, and senior member of IEEE Chicago Sec-
tion. Burke has been instrumental in the or-

henna tattoo.

Students were very excited to get
themselves a henna tattoo; Aparna Singh, a
BME student, said, “I am super excited to get
myself a henna tattoo; it feels like home.” Nee-
sha Narayanan, an architecture student, said, “I
always wanted to see an event like this where
you can share a part of your culture with every-
one.’

PSA served some awesome Pakistani
snacks for attendees to munch on while getting
their henna tattoos and afterward, everyone

enjoyed a dance party. There was a beautiful

|IEEE hosts Novem

ganizations performance over the years. He
has provided the IEEE IIT branch with his
unconditional support and exposure to many
industries that have helped students reach out
to professionals in their industry and get no-
ticed.

The general body meeting will be
held during the lunch hour and food will be
provided. Ming Chen, Project Chair at IEEE
IIT will also be giving updates about the proj-
ects that are being funded by the organization.
One particular project regarding building an
app on ‘Microsoft Kinect’ has received great
response and has seen many students willing
to put in time and effort to make building the
application possible. Students who are willing
to join projects of their interests can contact
the student branch or go to ieee.iit.edu and
looks for information under the projects link.

The IEEE student branch is also
planning to conduct an industrial tour to Sie-
mens during the month of December and will
be hoping to make it happen provided the peo-
ple from Siemens give the go ahead. Be on the
watch for updates about the tour at either the
student branch’s website or on their Facebook

page.

backdrop where people were taking photos of
their henna tattoos.

PSA will also be hosting their first
General Body Meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 20, during the lunch hour, in the Wishnick
Auditorium. They will be introducing their ex-
ecutive board to the students and will be look-
ing forward to suggestions from them about
what kind of events they are looking for. There
will be free Pakistani food at the meeting. The
organization suggests arriving on time to voice
your opinion.

Samreen Kalani, treasurer of PSA,
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said, “We are looking forward for everyone
to join us for the meeting because everyone is
important to us.” She further added, “We do
respect everyone’s opinion and we want them
to show up so we can make our organization
better.”

Finally, don't forget to join the orga-
nization on HawkLink and like them on Face-
book under the name of “IIT Pakistan Student
Association.” They will also be on the MTCC
Bridge every Monday from 12:45 p.m. to 1:45
p.m. Stop by to ask questions and grab some
free goodies.
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ILLino1s Tech A Capella rocks IIT Tower
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Scarlet Hawks on

National Stage

Nathan VMiclViahon
SPORTS EDITOR

The Illinois Tech men’s soccer team
recently traveled to Charleston, West Virginia
for the USCAA National Tournament. At the
opening banquet, several Scarlet Hawks came
away as All-Americans. Senior goalkeeper,
Euijin Yang, was awarded an Academic All-
American award for his cumulative GPA greater
than 3.5. Rex Meier was awarded 2nd Team All-
American due to his role as the anchor of the
defense that ranked 4th in the nation allowing
just 1.11 goals per game. Senior playmaker,
Brahadon Ramirez, was named USCAA 1st
Team All-American after scoring 12 goals and
providing 7 assists for 31 points on the season.

In the opening match against the
4th seed Concordia College of Alabama, the
5th seeded Scarlet Hawks came out strong,
but in the 5th minute the referee awarded a
penalty for Concordia College of Alabama,
who converted for an early one goal lead. The
referee had a howler of an afternoon and was
not up for such an important match. Within
ten minutes the referee once again incorrectly

awarded a penalty for Alabama and it was once
again, converted. Coming out in the second
half the Illinois Tech dominated the flow of
the game continuously pressing Alabama into
their own half and creating chances. Finally, off
a Brahadon Ramirez corner Rex Meier punched
in the goal from inside the 6 yard box to cut the
deficit to one. The Scarlet Hawks kept pressing,
but Alabama snuck a long distance shot past
Yang to punch their ticket to the next round.

Illinois Tech played the next day
in consolation match against Washington
Adventist, where once again the play was
dominated by the Scarlet Hawks, but this time
it was rewarded with a 2-0 victory. The first goal
was off a Tyler Haag cross that was tipped by
Brahadon Ramirez where Julio Reyes powered
in a close range volley. The second goal was
created by a perfect 40 yard cross by Sam Smith
that found Brahadon Ramirez, who found a way
to score with an overhead kick.

The Scarlet Hawks end their very
successful season with a 13-5-1 record and will
look to build on the success and confidence
gained this year for a deeper run in the national
tournament next year!

Friday, November 21
Swimming and Diving
Phoenix Fall Classic

6 p.m.

Swimming and Diving
Phoenix Fall Classic
10 a.m.

Women'’s Basketball
@Eureka
1p.m.

Saturday, November 22

Advertise n

SPORTS B

CONTOLT bUSINESS@TECNNEWSITT.COM

Get Green Card Approval
Legal experts to craft I-140s

for postdocs & professionals.

FREE case evaluation at
tommcdonaldlawoffice.com

Men’s Basketball
vs. Wabash
2 p.m.

sunday, November 23
Swimming and Diving
Phoenix Fall Classic
10 a.m.

Monday, November 24

Women'’s Basketball

vs. Rose-Hulman
6 p.m.

Tuesday, November 25
Men’s Basketball
@ Anderson

4:30 p.m.

Friday, November 28
Women's Basketball
vs. Cornell College

3 p.m.

Saturday, November 29
Women’s Basketball
vs. Principia

1p.m.

edltor@ technews:x.z.t com
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' .. % and Service Leaming located in the MTCC 212 until November
31. The donations will benefit the RTW Veteran Center

Attention Student Organizations:

The Last Day to submit a Purchase Request for the
FALL 2014 Semester is Sunday, December 14. Please
be sure that all paperwork is turned into the Office

~of Campus Life by this date!

e | The lllinois Tech community will be honoring Transgender Day of Remembrance this
20th November
Y Thursday with an outdoor display around campus. Please take a few minutes fo read the

Fransgender Day

nt Hemembrance

posted signs as you head to class, the Commons, or your Residence Hall and remember

am those who have lost their lives too soon to anti-Transgender violence.
R Contact GLBT Services in the Office of Campus Life (campus.life@iit.edu)

e e e if you are interested in learning more.

mandato Thursday, November 20
_ information sessions at 1:00 pminthe  Tuesday, November 25
~ MTCC Auditorium! - Wednesday, January 14
Applications now available! - Friday, Janvary 16~
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