I am so pleased to be able to speak with you today about the Boder project – a project near and dear to our hearts
Before I commence the telling of the story of this project

SLIDE (Boder with Voices title)
- and it is our stories that connect us -  
Let me begin by telling you a little about how I came to be here today and talk to you about David Boder ~ 

Slide (Boder with cello & facts) 
an extraordinary faculty member of psychology over 25 years from 1927 -1952 
it is his story and his work gathering the stories of more than 100 others that brings us together today   

wish to tell you about how I came to this project.  

on a Friday, dreary quiet day I was making my way through the heaps of papers on my desk and came across a newsletter of IIT from the late 1940's

attached was a note from a person on campus who told me he had found it in the attic of his recently deceased uncle and the article referred to the Chicago psychological exhibition and museum – 
he wondered if I knew what became of the museum.  The article referred to Boder's work in Europe and my heart quickened

I had a moment of panic thinking that it was possible I had disposed of the transcripts to which the article obliquely referred.  I had been on a tear to clean up our space and had papers and old equipment carted away~ faculty acquisitiveness -  and so I began my hunt 

a hunt that led me to Galvin library where I found the transcripts on a bottom shelf in the stacks and where I was able to check out his book.

Slide – with recorder

which I promptly began to read - by now it was 3 or 4 pm.  

at 6 I called home declaring that I had to work late

at 11 I left the building knowing we had something precious and extraordinary that deserved careful stewardship and about which the world needed to know

and so I learned about David Boder and his work.

Boder life & education in broad brush - Ralph Pugh will be telling you more about the particulars of his life  
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Dr. Boder went to war-ravaged Europe in 1946 

Slide with Camras
carrying a wire recorder (developed at IIT by Marvin Camras), The wire recorder became the basis from which magnetic recording emerged.  

200 spools of carbon steel wire, 

and an assortment of converters and transformers. 

Boder was able to record at least 119 interviews totaling 90-120 hours. 

Of the 109 original interviews, 70 were transcribed and translated into English. – later we learned there were additional interviews bringing the total to 119 
The end result was a sixteen-volume set of typescripts

We made some inquiries to Steve Spielberg to see if he might want to find some of the people interviewed in 1946

I contacted the then dean of the library

and with extraordinary vision and generosity Galvin Library undertook to make the transcripts available over the Web and of which our archivist Catherine Bruck is assuring the preservation

Library staff donated their time to input the stories, sometimes striken by the content; later we were successful in fundraising to make the project better – Eben & Ralph will be presenting that piece of the project to you   

Dr. Boder published eight of the interviews in a book, I Did Not Interview the Dead (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1949), 

these are edited slightly from the original versions.

Show book 
These are the only known recorded accounts from the time; the original spools are at the library of congress.  The accounts were recorded in NINE  native languages, 19 countries 

Boder spoke at least 7 languages

Slide with map 
Yiddish, German, Russian, Polish, Latvian, Dutch, Flemish, Mongolian, and Lithuanian
of the surviving victims and obtained in FOUR countries 

Paris, Germany, Switzerland, and Italy.

The interviewees ranged in age from 10-79

The site is searchable

Religion, gender, camp, language, date, location, nationality, name, birthplace and more 

Boder was interested in displaced persons, not the holocaust per se - so, while the transcripts tell of atrocity, his interest was broader and this approach gives a richness to his work and provides a description of the fabric of whole communities and individual lives that is nothing less than extraordinary 

Dr. Boder’s approach with each interview was to point out that little was known in America about what had happened in Europe and explained that by telling his or her story, the interviewee could contribute information about the fate of displaced persons. 

Then, seated with his back to the interviewee as was the methodology of the time, Dr. Boder would begin by asking the person’s name, age, and where they were when the war started. 

He abandoned this procedure
He was not the picture of a psychologist that many of you may hold - 

he was real - warm inviting, formal, serious and you may be surprised when you hear his voice.

The identifying information has made it possible for people at the Washington Holocaust museum to undertake to find some of the people Dr. Boder interviewed.  

Yiztchak Mais one of the planners of the IL holocaust museum called Boder the father of oral history - and perhaps this is so - Boder made it possible for people to know the truth of that time in all of its fullness

Illinois museum 

Joint event in the fall  ~ we hope you will join us then
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